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Proc. 8824 Title 3—The President

I invite the Governors of the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and
other areas subject to the jurisdiction of the United States, to provide for
the observance of Armed Forces Day within their jurisdiction each year in
an appropriate manner designed to increase public understanding and ap-
preciation of the Armed Forces of the United States. I also invite veterans,
civic leaders, and organizations to join in the observance of Armed Forces
Day.

Finally, I call upon all Americans to display the flag of the United States
at their homes on Armed Forces Day, and I urge citizens to learn more
about military service by attending and participating in the local observ-
ances of the day. I also encourage Americans to volunteer at organizations
that provide support to our troops.

Proclamation 8681 of May 20, 2011, is hereby superseded.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8824 of May 21, 2012
Emergency Medical Services Week, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Day and night, in communities across our country, men and women pro-
viding emergency medical services (EMS) stand at the front lines of our
public safety and public health systems, ready to respond with care and
efficiency at a moment’s notice. During Emergency Medical Services Week,
we honor their essential contributions to our health and safety, and we re-
commit to supporting all EMS personnel as they carry out their courageous
work.

Representing a diverse array of professions and skill sets, EMS practitioners
are united by their devotion to building a stronger, more resilient Nation.
They serve in both the public and private sectors—from the first respond-
ers, emergency medical technicians, and paramedics who arrive at the
scene to 911 dispatchers, firefighters, law enforcement officers, and profes-
sionals throughout our health care system who work together to ensure
those in need receive the highest level of emergency service. Thousands of
Americans have dedicated their careers to saving lives as EMS practi-
tioners; thousands more serve as volunteers, going above and beyond to
sustain the health and safety of their communities. As they tirelessly pur-
sue that critical mission, my Administration remains committed to working
with partners across government and industry to strengthen our EMS sys-
tem and bolster preparedness in homes and hospitals across America.

Emergency medical services personnel demonstrate a profound commit-
ment to our country and to our common humanity. Day after day, they an-
swer the call to serve—to step into crisis and spark hope where it grows
dim. This week, let us pay tribute to these selfless individuals and renew
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our promise to provide them with the support and services they need to
protect their communities.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through May 26,
2012, as Emergency Medical Services Week. I encourage all Americans to
observe this occasion by sharing their support with their local EMS pro-
viders and taking steps to improve their personal safety and preparedness.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8825 of May 21, 2012
National Safe Boating Week, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For generations, Americans have enjoyed our scenic lakes, rivers, and
oceans as places for rest and recreation, sharing with friends and family a
well-loved tradition. During National Safe Boating Week, we renew our
commitment to safe, responsible practices on our Nation’s waterways.

By planning ahead and taking basic safety precautions, boat operators and
passengers can help prevent needless accidents and deaths. Before going
out on the water, boaters can minimize the risk of accident or injury by
taking a boating safety course, performing a vessel safety check, filing a
float plan with a friend or family member prior to departure, and carefully
assessing weather conditions. Operators and passengers alike can stay safe
by wearing a life jacket at all times, and by forgoing alcohol consumption
while on or operating a boat.

The United States Coast Guard continues to collaborate with organizations
and governments across our country to prevent loss of life, personal harm,
and property damage associated with unsafe recreational boating. As we
mark National Safe Boating Week, let us reflect on that important mission
and resolve to do our part to ensure America’s waterways are safe and se-
cure for all.

In recognition of the importance of safe boating practices, the Congress, by
joint resolution approved June 4, 1958 (36 U.S.C. 131), as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to proclaim annually the 7-day period
prior to Memorial Day weekend as ‘“National Safe Boating Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 19 through May 25, 2012, as National
Safe Boating Week. I encourage all Americans who participate in boating
activities to observe this occasion by learning more about safe boating prac-
tices and taking advantage of boating education.
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