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our Nation’s competitive edge in a challenging and evolving global econ-
omy.

Because 95 percent of the world’s consumers live outside the United States,
we must continue to look beyond our borders—from Beijing to Bogota—to
open new markets for American exporters. As we work to expand eco-
nomic opportunity here at home, we are reminded how three proud words,
“Made in America,” will ensure our next generation inherits an economy
built to last.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through May 26,
2012, as World Trade Week. I encourage all Americans to observe this
week with events, trade shows, and educational programs that celebrate
and inform Americans about the benefits of trade to our Nation and the
global economy.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8828 of May 22, 2012
National Maritime Day, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

For 237 years, the men and women of the United States Merchant Marine
have risen to meet our country’s call. They have strengthened our economy
and our security in times of calm and conflict, connecting our service
members to the supplies they need and transporting our exports into the
global marketplace. On National Maritime Day, we pay tribute to all those
who have served and sacrificed on our waterways and around the world.

From privateers who bravely fought for American independence to mari-
ners who have supported our Armed Forces for over two centuries, the
United States Merchant Marine carries forward an enduring legacy of serv-
ice to our Nation. In the War of 1812, mariners put their lives on the line
to preserve our young Republic, engaging British warships with sloops and
schooners off our Atlantic coast. During World War II, they executed per-
ilous transits to support our troops in combat. And throughout the 20th
century and into the 21st, Merchant Mariners have contributed to the de-
fense of our Nation by transporting essential cargo to ports across the globe.
Their commitment has helped deliver us through periods of conflict, and
their service will remain a critical asset to our security in the years ahead.

Our maritime industry also sustains the robust domestic and international
trade networks that power our economy. As we open up new markets for
American exports and support our businesses here at home, the United
States Merchant Marine will continue to play a vital role in driving
progress and prosperity in communities across our country. Today, we

78



Proclamations Proc. 8829

commemorate that important work, and we honor the mariners who dedi-
cate their lives to seeing it through.

The Congress, by a joint resolution approved May 20, 1933, has designated
May 22 of each year as ‘“National Maritime Day,” and has authorized and
requested the President to issue annually a proclamation calling for its ap-
propriate observance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim May 22, 2012, as National Maritime Day. I
call upon the people of the United States to mark this observance and to
display the flag of the United States at their homes and in their commu-
nities. I also request that all ships sailing under the American flag dress
ship on that day.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-second
day of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8829 of May 25, 2012
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As we observe the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War, we reflect with
solemn reverence upon the valor of a generation that served with honor.
We pay tribute to the more than 3 million servicemen and women who left
their families to serve bravely, a world away from everything they knew
and everyone they loved. From Ia Drang to Khe Sanh, from Hue to Saigon
and countless villages in between, they pushed through jungles and rice
paddies, heat and monsoon, fighting heroically to protect the ideals we
hold dear as Americans. Through more than a decade of combat, over air,
land, and sea, these proud Americans upheld the highest traditions of our
Armed Forces.

As a grateful Nation, we honor more than 58,000 patriots—their names
etched in black granite—who sacrificed all they had and all they would
ever know. We draw inspiration from the heroes who suffered unspeakably
as prisoners of war, yet who returned home with their heads held high. We
pledge to keep faith with those who were wounded and still carry the scars
of war, seen and unseen. With more than 1,600 of our service members still
among the missing, we pledge as a Nation to do everything in our power
to bring these patriots home. In the reflection of The Wall, we see the mili-
tary family members and veterans who carry a pain that may never fade.
May they find peace in knowing their loved ones endure, not only in med-
als and memories, but in the hearts of all Americans, who are forever grate-
ful for their service, valor, and sacrifice.

In recognition of a chapter in our Nation’s history that must never be for-
gotten, let us renew our sacred commitment to those who answered our
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