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families who loved them and in the soul of a Nation that is safer for their
service.

Today, we join together in prayer for the fallen. We remember all who have
borne the battle, whose devotion to duty has sustained our country and
kept safe our heritage as a free people in a free society. Though our hearts
ache in their absence, we find comfort in knowing that their legacy lives
on in all of us—in the security that lets us live in peace, the prosperity that
allows us to pursue our dreams, and the love that still beats in those who
knew them. May God bless the souls of the venerable warriors we have
lost, and may He watch over the men and women who serve us now.
Today, tomorrow, and in perpetuity, let us give thanks to them by remain-
ing true to the values and virtues for which they fight.

In honor of all of our fallen service members, the Congress, by a joint reso-
lution approved May 11, 1950, as amended (36 U.S.C. 116), has requested
the President issue a proclamation calling on the people of the United
States to observe each Memorial Day as a day of prayer for permanent
peace and designating a period on that day when the people of the United
States might unite in prayer. The Congress, by Public Law 106-579, has
also designated 3:00 p.m. local time on that day as a time for all Americans
to observe, in their own way, the National Moment of Remembrance.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 28, 2012, as a day of
prayer for permanent peace, and I designate the hour beginning in each lo-
cality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time to unite in prayer. I also ask all
Americans to observe the National Moment of Remembrance beginning at
3:00 p.m. local time on Memorial Day.

I request the Governors of the United States and the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units of government, to di-
rect that the flag be flown at half-staff until noon on this Memorial Day on
all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels throughout the United States and
in all areas under its jurisdiction and control. I also request the people of
the United States to display the flag at half-staff from their homes for the
customary forenoon period.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth day
of May, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8832 of June 1, 2012
African-American Music Appreciation Month, 2012
By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

As a long-cherished piece of American culture, music offers a vibrant
soundtrack to the story of our people and our Union. At times when words
alone could not bring us together, we have found in melodies and choruses
the universal truths of our shared humanity. African-American musicians
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have left an indelible mark on this tradition, and during African-American
Music Appreciation Month, we pay special tribute to their extraordinary
contributions.

Generations of African Americans have used music to share joy and pain,
triumph and sorrow. Spiritual hymns gave hope to those laboring under the
unrelenting cruelty of slavery, while gospel-inspired freedom songs sus-
tained a movement for justice and equality for all. The smooth sounds of
jazz and the soulful strain of the blues fed a renaissance in art and prose.
The rhythm and blues that began in a basement in Detroit brought people
together when laws would have kept them apart, while the urban beats and
young wordsmiths from cities coast-to-coast gave voice to a new generation.
And on stages and in concert halls around the world, African-American
singers and composers have enhanced opera, symphony, and classical
music by bringing energy and creativity to traditional genres.

At its core, African-American music mirrors the narrative of its original cre-
ators—born of humble beginnings and raised to refuse the limitations and
circumstances of its birth. This month, we honor the African-American mu-
sicians, composers, singers, and songwriters who have forever shaped our
musical heritage, and celebrate those who carry this rich legacy forward.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 2012 as African-
American Music Appreciation Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, and all the people of the United States to observe this month with
appropriate activities and programs that raise awareness and foster appre-
ciation of music that is composed, arranged, or performed by African
Americans.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of
June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8833 of June 1, 2012
Great Outdoors Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s natural treasures and unique landscapes have always mirrored
the rugged independence and cherished diversity that define our national
character. From rocky coasts to lush woodlands to urban parks, our great
outdoors have set the scene for countless adventures, trials, and triumphs.
During Great Outdoors Month, we celebrate our long legacy of environ-
mental stewardship and resolve to preserve clean and healthy outdoor
spaces for generations to come.

Thanks to centuries of forward-thinking Americans—f{rom leaders like
Presidents Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt to private citizens
and neighborhood groups—our lives have been enriched by a tremendous
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