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Proc. 8837 Title 3—The President

Proclamation 8837 of June 11, 2012

Flag Day and National Flag Week, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Ninety-six years ago, our Nation first came together to celebrate Flag Day—
an occasion when President Woodrow Wilson asked us to ‘“‘stand with
united hearts for an America which no man can corrupt, no influence draw
away from its ideals, no force divide against itself.” This week, we mark
nearly one century since that historic proclamation, and more than two
centuries since the Second Continental Congress brought 13 United States
under a single standard.

For over 200 years, our flag has proudly represented our Nation and our
ideals at home and abroad. It has billowed above monuments and memo-
rials, flown beside the halls of government, stood watch over our oldest in-
stitutions, and graced our homes and storefronts. Generations of service
members have raised our country’s colors over military bases and at sea,
and generations of Americans have lowered them to mourn those we have
lost. Though our flag has changed to reflect the growth of our Republic, it
will forever remain an emblem of the ideals that inspired our great Nation:
liberty, democracy, and the enduring freedom to make of our lives what we
will.

As we reflect on our heritage, let us remember that our destiny is stitched
together like those 50 stars and 13 stripes. In red, white, and blue, we see
the spirit of a Nation, the resilience of our Union, and the promise of a
future forged in common purpose and dedication to the principles that
have always kept America strong.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag, the Congress, by joint resolution
approved August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492), designated June 14
of each year as “Flag Day” and requested that the President issue an annual
proclamation calling for its observance and for the display of the flag of
the United States on all Federal Government buildings. The Congress also
requested, by joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as amended (80 Stat.
194), that the President annually issue a proclamation designating the week
in which June 14 occurs as “National Flag Week” and call upon citizens
of the United States to display the flag during that week.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, do hereby proclaim June 14, 2012, as Flag Day and the week be-
ginning June 10, 2012, as National Flag Week. I direct the appropriate offi-
cials to display the flag on all Federal Government buildings during that
week, and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day and National Flag
Week by displaying the flag. I also call upon the people of the United
States to observe with pride and all due ceremony those days from Flag
Day through Independence Day, also set aside by the Congress (89 Stat.
211), as a time to honor America, to celebrate our heritage in public gath-
erings and activities, and to publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag of the United States of America.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8838 of June 14, 2012
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every American deserves the chance to live out the full measure of their
days in health and security. Yet, every year, millions of older Americans
are denied that most basic opportunity due to abuse, neglect, or exploi-
tation. On World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, we call attention to this
global public health issue, and we rededicate ourselves to providing our el-
ders the care and protection they deserve.

Victims of elder abuse are parents and grandparents, neighbors and friends.
Elder abuse cuts across race, gender, culture, and circumstance, and wheth-
er physical, emotional, or financial, it takes an unacceptable toll on indi-
viduals and families across our Nation. Seniors who experience abuse or
neglect face a heightened risk of health complications and premature death,
while financial exploitation can rob men and women of the security they
have built over a lifetime. Tragically, many older Americans suffer in si-
lence, burdened by fear, shame, or impairments that prevent them from
speaking out about abuse.

We owe it to our seniors to expose elder abuse wherever we find it and
take action to bring it to an end. Two years ago, I was proud to sign the
Elder Justice Act, which was included in the Affordable Care Act, and
marked a major step forward in the fight against elder abuse, neglect, and
exploitation. With the Department of Health and Human Services, we are
partnering with State and local authorities to ensure seniors can live their
lives with dignity and independence. With the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, we are working to empower older Americans with tools and
information to navigate safely through financial challenges. And with the
Department of Justice, we are protecting older Americans by prosecuting
those who would target and exploit them.

Every day, State and local agencies, protective services professionals, law
enforcement officers, private and non-profit organizations, and leaders
throughout our communities help protect older Americans from abuse and
provide care to those who have already been affected. Together, all of us
can play a role in addressing this public health crisis that puts millions at
risk. Today, let us keep faith with a generation of Americans by speaking
out against elder abuse, advancing justice for victims, and building a Na-
tion that preserves and protects the well-being of all who call it home.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 15, 2012, as World
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