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Proclamations Proc. 8838 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eleventh day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8838 of June 14, 2012 

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every American deserves the chance to live out the full measure of their 
days in health and security. Yet, every year, millions of older Americans 
are denied that most basic opportunity due to abuse, neglect, or exploi-
tation. On World Elder Abuse Awareness Day, we call attention to this 
global public health issue, and we rededicate ourselves to providing our el-
ders the care and protection they deserve. 

Victims of elder abuse are parents and grandparents, neighbors and friends. 
Elder abuse cuts across race, gender, culture, and circumstance, and wheth-
er physical, emotional, or financial, it takes an unacceptable toll on indi-
viduals and families across our Nation. Seniors who experience abuse or 
neglect face a heightened risk of health complications and premature death, 
while financial exploitation can rob men and women of the security they 
have built over a lifetime. Tragically, many older Americans suffer in si-
lence, burdened by fear, shame, or impairments that prevent them from 
speaking out about abuse. 

We owe it to our seniors to expose elder abuse wherever we find it and 
take action to bring it to an end. Two years ago, I was proud to sign the 
Elder Justice Act, which was included in the Affordable Care Act, and 
marked a major step forward in the fight against elder abuse, neglect, and 
exploitation. With the Department of Health and Human Services, we are 
partnering with State and local authorities to ensure seniors can live their 
lives with dignity and independence. With the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, we are working to empower older Americans with tools and 
information to navigate safely through financial challenges. And with the 
Department of Justice, we are protecting older Americans by prosecuting 
those who would target and exploit them. 

Every day, State and local agencies, protective services professionals, law 
enforcement officers, private and non-profit organizations, and leaders 
throughout our communities help protect older Americans from abuse and 
provide care to those who have already been affected. Together, all of us 
can play a role in addressing this public health crisis that puts millions at 
risk. Today, let us keep faith with a generation of Americans by speaking 
out against elder abuse, advancing justice for victims, and building a Na-
tion that preserves and protects the well-being of all who call it home. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim June 15, 2012, as World 
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Title 3—The President Proc. 8839 

Elder Abuse Awareness Day. I call upon all Americans to observe this day 
by learning the signs of elder abuse, neglect, and exploitation, and by rais-
ing awareness about this public health issue. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of June, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8839 of June 15, 2012 

Father’s Day, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, ordinary Americans make extraordinary contributions to the 
well-being of our children and the strength of our Nation by answering one 
of life’s greatest callings—parenthood. Morning, noon, and night, they dedi-
cate themselves to their sons and daughters, expressing a love that knows 
neither beginning nor end through small daily acts. On Father’s Day, we 
honor the men whose compassion and commitment have nourished our 
spirits and guided us toward brighter horizons. 

For many of us, our fathers show us by the example they set the kind of 
people they want us to become. Whether biological, foster, or adoptive, 
they teach us through the encouragement they give, the questions they an-
swer, the limits they set, and the strength they show in the face of dif-
ficulty and hardship. Our fathers impart lessons and values we will always 
carry with us. With their presence and their care, they not only fulfill a 
profound responsibility, but also share a blessing with their children that 
stands among our truest traditions. 

Every father bears a fundamental obligation to do right by their children. 
Yet, today, too many young Americans grow up without the love and sup-
port of their fathers. When the responsibilities of fathers go unmet, our 
communities suffer. That is why my Administration is working to promote 
responsible fatherhood by helping dads re-engage with their families and 
supporting programs that work with fathers. And that is why men across 
our country are making the decision every single day to step up; to be good 
fathers; and to serve as mentors, tutors, and foster parents to young people 
who need the guiding hand of a caring adult. 

All of us have a stake in forging stronger bonds between fathers and their 
children. Today, we celebrate men who have risen to the task, who raised 
us, and who do that most important work of parenting, day in and day out, 
with love, humility, and pride. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, in accordance with a joint resolution of the Congress approved 
April 24, 1972, as amended (36 U.S.C. 109), do hereby proclaim June 17, 
2012, as Father’s Day. I direct the appropriate officials of the Government 
to display the flag of the United States on all Government buildings on this 
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