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Title 3—The President Proc. 8842 

Proclamation 8842 of July 20, 2012 

Honoring the Victims of the Tragedy in Aurora, Colorado 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the victims of the senseless acts of violence per-
petrated on July 20, 2012, in Aurora, Colorado, by the authority vested in 
me as President of the United States by the Constitution and the laws of 
the United States of America, I hereby order that the flag of the United 
States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all 
naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and 
throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions until sun-
set, July 25, 2012. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for 
the same length of time at all United States embassies, legations, consular 
offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and 
naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twentieth day 
of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8843 of July 26, 2012 

Anniversary of the Americans With Disabilities Act, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since our earliest days, America has measured its progress not only by the 
growth of our borders and the breadth of our economy, but also by how 
far we reach toward fully realizing the fundamental rights, protections, and 
freedoms afforded to each of us by our Nation’s founding documents. For 
generations, many Americans with disabilities lived as second-class citi-
zens who were denied those most basic opportunities. Not content to ac-
cept the world as it was, they marched and organized and testified, cou-
pling quiet acts of persistence and perseverance with vocal acts of advo-
cacy. And step by step, progress was won. Protections were put into law. 
And a wave of change swept across our country, tearing down the barriers 
that kept persons with disabilities from securing their fullest measure of 
happiness. 

Today, we mark the 22nd anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA)—a historic piece of civil rights legislation that affirmed Ameri-
cans with disabilities are Americans first. When many wrongfully doubted 
that people with disabilities could participate in our society, contribute to 
our economy, or support their families, the ADA asserted that they could. 
Under this landmark law, America became the first Nation to comprehen-
sively declare equality for its citizens with disabilities—an accomplishment 
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