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Proclamations Proc. 8850 

Proclamation 8849 of August 27, 2012 

Death of Neil Armstrong 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the memory of Neil Armstrong, I hereby order, by 
the authority vested in me by the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, that on the day of his interment, the flag of the United 
States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all 
naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and 
throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions until sun-
set on such day. I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for 
the same length of time at all United States embassies, legations, consular 
offices, and other facilities abroad, including all military facilities and 
naval vessels and stations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-seventh 
day of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8850 of August 31, 2012 

National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every day, millions of Americans with substance use disorders commit to 
managing their health by maintaining their recovery from drug or alcohol 
addiction. People in recovery are not strangers: they are our family mem-
bers, friends, colleagues, and neighbors. During National Alcohol and Drug 
Addiction Recovery Month, we recognize their strength and resilience. In 
partnership with Americans in recovery, let us rededicate ourselves to com-
batting prejudice surrounding addiction, removing barriers to recovery, and 
standing with all those seeking lives free from substance use. 

My Administration is committed to advancing evidence-based recovery so-
lutions. Over the past 3 years, we have worked to strengthen substance 
abuse prevention and treatment programs, and to support Americans in re-
covery. We have taken steps to identify and remove laws, policies, and 
practices that impede recovery. And as part of our 2012 National Drug 
Control Strategy, we are promoting early intervention and taking action to 
break the cycle of drug abuse and incarceration. 

Drug and alcohol abuse continue to take a tragic toll on millions of lives 
across our country. Yet, while more remains to be done, men and women 
across our country are making great strides. This month, let us encourage 
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their progress, celebrate the transformative power of recovery, and thank 
the many Americans who, often strengthened by their own experiences, are 
working to improve the health and safety of our communities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2012 as Na-
tional Alcohol and Drug Addiction Recovery Month. I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this month with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8851 of August 31, 2012 

National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Every year, thousands of children across America are diagnosed with can-
cer—an often life-threatening illness that remains the leading cause of 
death by disease for children under the age of 15. The causes of pediatric 
cancer are still largely unknown, and though new discoveries are resulting 
in new treatments, this heartbreaking disease continues to scar families and 
communities in ways that may never fully heal. This month, we remember 
the young lives taken too soon, stand with the families facing childhood 
cancer today, and rededicate ourselves to combating this terrible illness. 

While much remains to be done, our Nation has come far in the fight to 
understand, treat, and control childhood cancer. Thanks to ongoing ad-
vances in research and treatment, the 5-year survival rate for all childhood 
cancers has climbed from less than 50 percent to 80 percent over the past 
several decades. Researchers around the world continue to pioneer new 
therapies and explore the root causes of the disease, driving progress that 
could reveal cures or improved outcomes for patients. But despite the gains 
we have made, help still does not come soon enough for many of our sons 
and daughters, and too many families suffer pain and devastating loss. 

My Administration will continue to support families battling pediatric can-
cer and work to ease the burdens they face. Under the Affordable Care Act, 
insurance companies can no longer deny health coverage to children be-
cause of pre-existing conditions, including cancer, nor can they drop cov-
erage because a child is diagnosed with cancer. The law also bans insurers 
from placing a lifetime dollar limit on the amount of coverage they provide, 
giving families peace of mind that their coverage will be there when they 
need it most. And as we work to ensure all Americans have access to af-
fordable health care, my Administration will continue to invest in the cut-
ting-edge cancer research that paves the way for tomorrow’s breakthroughs. 
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