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should talk with her health care provider. To learn more, visit 
www.Cancer.gov. 

Ongoing progress in science and medicine is moving us forward in the bat-
tle against ovarian cancer, and my Administration remains committed to 
improving outcomes for women suffering from this devastating illness. 
Through agencies across the Federal Government, we are continuing to in-
vest in research that paves the way for a new generation of tests and treat-
ments. Through the Centers for Disease Control’s Inside Knowledge cam-
paign, we are working to raise awareness about the signs and symptoms of 
ovarian cancer. The Affordable Care Act already bans insurance companies 
from dropping a woman’s coverage because she has ovarian cancer, and 
from placing lifetime or restrictive annual dollar limits on her coverage. Be-
ginning in 2014, the law will also prohibit insurers from denying coverage 
or charging higher premiums because a woman has ovarian cancer—or any 
other pre-existing condition. 

Ovarian cancer affects the lives of far too many women every year, and the 
tragedy it leaves in its wake reverberates in communities across our coun-
try. This month, we stand with all those who have known the pain of ovar-
ian cancer, and we rededicate ourselves to the pursuit of new and better 
ways to prevent, detect, and treat this devastating disease. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2012 as Na-
tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon citizens, government 
agencies, organizations, health care providers, and research institutions to 
raise ovarian cancer awareness and continue helping Americans live 
longer, healthier lives. I also urge women across our country to talk to their 
health care providers and learn more about this disease. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8854 of August 31, 2012 

National Preparedness Month, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As thousands of our fellow Americans respond to and recover from the 
damage done by Hurricane Isaac, we are called to remember that through-
out our history, emergencies and natural disasters have tested the fabric of 
our country. During National Preparedness Month, we renew our commit-
ment to promoting emergency preparedness in homes, businesses, and 
communities nationwide, and to building an America more ready and resil-
ient than ever before. 
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Each of us has an important role to play in bolstering our preparedness for 
disasters of all types—from cyber incidents and acts of terrorism to torna-
does and flooding. That is why my Administration is pursuing an approach 
to emergency management that engages the whole community—from Fed-
eral, State, local, and tribal governments to the private sector, nonprofits, 
faith-based organizations, and the general public. I encourage all Americans 
to visit www.Ready.gov or www.Listo.gov to learn more about the risks fac-
ing their communities, find out what they can do to prepare, and join thou-
sands of individuals from coast to coast by becoming a member of the Na-
tional Preparedness Coalition. Individuals and families can also take action 
by building a disaster supply kit with food, water, and essential supplies 
in case of emergency, and by developing and sharing an emergency plan 
with their loved ones. 

As cities and towns across our country recover from natural disasters that 
have spanned historic drought to devastating wildfires and storms, we are 
reminded of the spirit of resilience that binds us together as one people 
and as one American family. This month, let us honor that spirit by stand-
ing with all those affected by recent severe weather, as well as past disas-
ters, and by taking the steps we can to protect our loved ones and our com-
munities before disaster strikes. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 2012 as Na-
tional Preparedness Month. I encourage all Americans to recognize the im-
portance of preparedness and observe this month by working together to 
enhance our national security, resilience, and readiness. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8855 of August 31, 2012 

National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Prostate cancer is among the most common cancers for men living in the 
United States, and despite the progress we have made in controlling it, the 
disease continues to take a devastating toll on thousands of lives every 
year. During National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, we remember 
those we have lost to prostate cancer, and we renew our commitment to 
preventing, detecting, and treating this terrible illness. 

While the causes of prostate cancer are still unknown, men with certain 
risk factors may be more likely to develop the disease. Most men who suf-
fer from prostate cancer are over the age of 65; those whose fathers, broth-
ers, or sons have had prostate cancer are also at greater risk. Prostate cancer 
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