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credits to encourage employers to hire veterans. And this July, we an-
nounced an overhaul of our transition assistance program that will give de-
parting service members the training they need to find their next job or ad-
vance their education and skills. 

During National Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve Week, let us 
pay tribute to the brave men and women who keep our Nation safe and 
celebrate their devoted employers, whose support is vital to the strength of 
our military. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 16 through 
September 22, 2012, as National Employer Support of the Guard and Re-
serve Week. I call upon all Americans to join me in expressing our heartfelt 
thanks to the members of the National Guard and Reserve and their civilian 
employers. I also call on State and local officials, private organizations, and 
all military commanders, to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8865 of September 14, 2012 

National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

From producing America’s food, fuel, and fiber to advancing clean, home-
grown energy solutions, farmers and ranchers play an essential role in driv-
ing our country’s progress. They keep our economy moving forward, and 
as important stewards of our environment, they help conserve our lands, 
protect our wildlife, and safeguard our waters for future generations. Dur-
ing National Farm Safety and Health Week, we celebrate agricultural work-
ers’ vital contributions and reaffirm our commitment to keeping them safe 
on the job. 

Farmers and ranchers put in long hours to accomplish difficult tasks—rain 
or shine. Many operate heavy machinery, handle livestock, and work under 
hazardous conditions. Because the demands of the job put agricultural 
workers at high risk of illness and injury, appropriate training and edu-
cation are critical. I encourage all farming and ranching families to partici-
pate in farm safety and health programs, remain aware of the hazards of 
their working environment, and carry out safe practices every step of the 
way—from equipment inspection to handling hazardous materials. 

Our Nation’s rural communities give America its heartbeat. They are home 
to producers who rise before the dawn, entrepreneurs who bring ideas to 
market, and working men and women who build the American dream with 
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their bare hands. This week, we honor their tireless efforts and rededicate 
ourselves to equipping our next generation with the knowledge and train-
ing they need to stay safe and healthy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 16 through 
September 22, 2012, as National Farm Safety and Health Week. I call upon 
the agencies, organizations, businesses, and extension services that serve 
America’s agricultural workers to strengthen their commitment to pro-
moting farm safety and health programs. I also urge Americans to honor 
our agricultural heritage and express appreciation to our farmers, ranchers, 
and farm-workers for their contributions to our Nation. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8866 of September 14, 2012 

National Hispanic-Serving Institutions Week, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Equipping our children with the knowledge and skills for a lifetime of suc-
cess is among our Nation’s most important responsibilities. We know that 
providing the next generation with a world-class education is not just a 
moral obligation—it is a prerequisite for America’s progress in the 21st cen-
tury. With Hispanics representing more than 20 percent of students en-
rolled in our public elementary and secondary schools, the opportunities 
in postsecondary education offered to these young people will have a sig-
nificant impact on our country’s future. Hispanic-Serving Institutions 
(HSIs) have helped bring the dream of a college education within reach for 
many Hispanic students and their families, and this week, we celebrate the 
critical role these colleges and universities play in American higher edu-
cation. 

Across our country, HSIs are giving students access to a quality education 
and vesting in them a lifelong appreciation for intellectual inquiry. In these 
halls of higher learning, students are pursuing careers in science and engi-
neering, health care, technology, education, and other fields that will bol-
ster our economic prosperity and foster American innovation for decades 
to come. Graduates of these institutions are already leaders in every part 
of our national life, and with these institutions graduating such a signifi-
cant portion of Hispanic students, HSIs are helping move us closer to lead-
ing the world in college completion by 2020. 
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