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keep our country moving forward and renew our commitment to sharing 
them with our sons and daughters. 

As parents, teachers, mentors, and neighbors, it is up to all of us to em-
power our children with a sense of excellence in everything they do—from 
the classroom through careers and community involvement. We must in-
still in them the creativity and imagination it takes to envision a dream, 
and the drive and discipline it takes to realize one. We should also under-
score the values of responsibility and service that have sustained our na-
tional life for generations. With these qualities, all of us can seek out new 
horizons and opportunities with confidence, secure in the knowledge that 
we can overcome the challenges and setbacks that confront us. 

To ensure that each and every American has the chance to fulfill their 
promise, we must also teach our children to practice kindness and respect. 
Many students across our country have experienced bullying and harass-
ment at school, online, or in their communities, eroding their ability to 
thrive and feel that they belong. This week, let us reaffirm our responsi-
bility to make our schools and communities safe places that nurture not 
only our students’ talents and intelligence, but also their sense of empathy 
and regard for one another. 

During National Character Counts Week, we reflect on the principles that 
give us strength to reach for our own dreams and vision to boost others 
toward theirs. As we mark this important occasion, let us rededicate our-
selves to preserving and passing on those basic American values in the 
years to come. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 21 through Octo-
ber 27, 2012, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public offi-
cials, educators, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8892 of October 19, 2012 

National Forest Products Week, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since our Nation’s founding, America’s forests have played an essential 
role in powering our progress. These rich spaces have provided clean air 
and water for our communities, building materials for our homes, reliable 
growth for our economy, and vibrant environments for us to explore. Dur-
ing National Forest Products Week, we celebrate sustainable uses of the 
lands we share and recommit to protecting them for generations to come. 
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Our forests are an essential part of an economy built to last. Woodlands 
encourage tourism and recreation that create jobs and growth in our rural 
communities. They provide the raw materials for products we use every 
day, and they help produce clean, renewable bioenergy that puts us on the 
path toward a secure energy future. Meeting the economic, environmental, 
and energy challenges we face will require active forest management that 
promotes conservation and encourages landowners to keep their lands for-
ested. Through my Administration’s work to increase timber production 
and forest restoration, as well as efforts like the America’s Great Outdoors 
Initiative, we continue to engage partners in government, the private sector, 
and communities nationwide in implementing a robust strategy to protect 
our forests and boost job creation. 

America’s expansive landscapes have contributed immensely to making our 
Nation what it is today, and they remain vital to our progress in the years 
ahead. This week, let us rededicate ourselves to managing our forests re-
sponsibly, encouraging sustainable forest use, and passing on a safer, 
healthier environment for the next generation. 

To recognize the importance of products from our forests, the Congress, by 
Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the week 
beginning on the third Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National Forest 
Products Week’’ and has authorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim October 21 through October 27, 2012, as Na-
tional Forest Products Week. I call on the people of the United States to 
join me in recognizing the dedicated individuals who are responsible for 
the stewardship of our forests and for the preservation, management, and 
use of these precious natural resources for the benefit of the American peo-
ple. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8893 of October 24, 2012 

United Nations Day, 2012 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Sixty-seven years ago, as the world began to emerge from the shadows of 
war, the 51 founding member states of the United Nations came together 
to take up the new test of forging a lasting peace. In a decade scarred by 
genocide, the United Nations chose the hope of unity over the ease of divi-
sion, boldly promising to future generations that the dignity and equality 
of human beings would be our common cause. Today, we commemorate 
United Nations Day by celebrating the founding ideals laid down in its 
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