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by the end of 2013. To date, they have already exceeded that challenge, hir-
ing over 125,000 veterans and military spouses. From helping military chil-
dren succeed in the classroom to increasing support for those who care for
our wounded warriors, Joining Forces will keep fighting to ensure the well-
being of our troops and their families.

When a young woman signs up to defend our Nation, her parents are en-
listed as well. When a father deploys to a combat zone, his children are
called to serve on the home front. And when the men and women of our
military serve far from home, their families feel the strain of their absence.
In that absence, let us stand together as one American family. Let us honor
the brave patriots who keep our country safe, and let us forever hold close
the memories of those who have perished in the line of duty. This month,
we reaffirm that we will always lift up our military families—not just when
their loved ones are away, but also long after the welcome home cere-
monies are over.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2012 as Mili-
tary Family Month. I call on all Americans to honor military families
through private actions and public service for the tremendous contributions
they make in support of our service members and our Nation.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8896 of November 1, 2012
National Adoption Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

As a Nation that believes all children deserve the chance to reach their full
potential, we have a fundamental responsibility to ensure each of them
grows up knowing the love and protection of a permanent family. During
National Adoption Month, we give voice to children who are still waiting
for that opportunity, celebrate the bond that unites adoptive parents with
their sons and daughters, and recommit to providing every child with the
care and security that will nurture their development and well-being.

Later this month, many Americans will also mark National Adoption Day
by completing a foster care adoption and embracing a new member of their
family. Driven by reasons unique to their households but united by the
spirit of compassion that moves all who choose to adopt, these parents will
take up our country’s most important task—the work of raising our sons
and daughters. As we celebrate the contributions of adoptive parents across
our Nation, let us also strive to eliminate discriminatory barriers that
would separate foster children from a loving family. Adoptive families
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come in many forms, and it is essential that all qualified adults have the
opportunity to care for a child in need.

My Administration remains committed to helping every child find a loving
home. We have partnered with faith-based and community organizations
across America to help connect children with adoptive parents, and we
continue to work with State, local, and tribal governments to improve child
outcomes; enhance safety, permanency, and well-being; and support adop-
tive families. I was proud to sign the Affordable Care Act and the Inter-
national Adoption Simplification Act, which have made it easier for fami-
lies to adopt, as well as the Child and Family Services Improvement and
Innovation Act, which will help reduce the length of time young children
are without families. We have built on those efforts as part of the National
Adoption Campaign, which continues to bring adoption and foster care into
our national conversation.

Thousands of children living in America hope for the comfort and safety
of a loving family. This month, we pay tribute to the dedicated profes-
sionals who help make those children’s dreams a reality, sharpen our re-
solve to find a permanent home for every child, and celebrate the stories
of all whose lives have been touched by adoption.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2012 as Na-
tional Adoption Month. I encourage all Americans to observe this month
by answering the call to find a permanent and caring family for every child
in need, and by supporting the families who care for them.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8897 of November 1, 2012
National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Every day, families across our country confront the tragic realities of Alz-
heimer’s disease—an irreversible, fatal illness that robs men and women of
their cherished memories and leads to progressive mental and physical im-
pairments. Millions of individuals suffer from this debilitating ailment, and
millions more shoulder profound emotional and financial burdens by serv-
ing as caregivers for their loved ones. As the number of older Americans
grows in the coming years, Alzheimer’s disease will continue to pose seri-
ous risks to our well-being—which is why it is essential we join together
to address it today. During National Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month,
we stand with all those who have known the pain of this devastating ill-
ness, extend our support to Americans living with Alzheimer’s, and press
on toward promising new treatments.

171



		Superintendent of Documents
	2013-07-11T13:23:31-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




