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or distracted driving claim thousands of lives, leaving families to face the
heartbreak of losing a loved one. We stand with all those who have known
the tragic consequences of drugged or drunk driving, and we rededicate
ourselves to preventing it this December and throughout the year.

Alcohol and drugs present serious risks to all drivers. It is well known that
drugs, including some prescription medications, can impair the skills nec-
essary for safe and responsible driving. Distractions like using mobile
phones and other electronics behind the wheel also make our roads more
hazardous. To reduce the prevalence of impaired driving, my Administra-
tion is working to raise public awareness, improve impaired driving screen-
ing procedures, and ensure law enforcement officers get the training they
need. We are also striving to stop substance abuse before it starts by sup-
porting local prevention programs and providing youth with the facts about
alcohol and drug use.

Families play an essential part in stopping impaired driving. By talking
about the risks and setting clear expectations, parents and other caregivers
can help their children stay safe, sober, and focused on the road. Educators,
health care providers, and community leaders can join in that important
work by promoting responsible decisionmaking and encouraging young
people to live free of drugs and alcohol.

This month, we recommit to keeping our streets safe, our families healthy,
and our communities strong. To learn more about impaired driving and
how all of us can work to prevent it, visit www.WhiteHouse.gov/ONDCP
and www.NHTSA.gov/Impaired.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 2012 as Na-
tional Impaired Driving Prevention Month. I urge all Americans to make re-
sponsible decisions and take appropriate measures to prevent impaired
driving.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8912 of November 30, 2012
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

At the core of who we are as a Nation is a fundamental belief: that no mat-
ter who you are, no matter what you look like, no matter where you come
from, if you have an idea and a willingness to work hard, you can succeed.
It is this belief that leads a worker to leave a job to become her own boss,
propels a basement inventor to sell a new product, or drives an amateur
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chef to open a restaurant. It is this belief that has drawn millions to our
shores and spurred America’s prosperity for centuries.

The belief in tomorrow’s promise is guiding minority entrepreneurs across
our country to start the kinds of businesses that make up the backbone of
our economy. With a combined economic output of $1 trillion, minority-
owned firms are key producers in an array of industries, hubs of innovation
and new technology, and engines of job creation in our communities.

Because the continued growth and success of minority enterprises is essen-
tial to our economic recovery, my Administration has taken steps to help
bolster these businesses. Through the Minority Business Development
Agency, we are providing access to capital, consulting, contracts, and mar-
kets to minority entrepreneurs seeking to expand their businesses at home
and overseas. We are also making it easier for business owners to find Fed-
eral resources with www.BusinessUSA.gov, a centralized, one-stop plat-
form for businesses to access services to help them grow and hire.

As the number and size of minority-owned firms continue to expand, we
must harness the diversity and power of these businesses to help strength-
en our economy and put people back to work. As we celebrate the 30th
anniversary of Minority Enterprise Development Week, let us honor the
role America’s minority-owned businesses play in spurring our prosperity
and recommit to equipping them with the tools for success in the 21st cen-
tury.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim December 2 through De-
cember 8, 2012, as Minority Enterprise Development Week. I call upon all
Americans to celebrate this week with appropriate programs, ceremonies,
and activities to recognize the many contributions of our Nation’s minority
enterprises.

IN WITNESS WHEREQF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirtieth day of
November, in the year of our Lord two thousand twelve, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-sev-
enth.

BARACK OBAMA

Proclamation 8913 of December 3, 2012
International Day of Persons With Disabilities, 2012

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Americans have always understood that each of us is entitled to a set of
fundamental freedoms and protections under the law, and that when every-
one gets a fair shot at opportunity, all of us do better. For more than two
decades, our country has upheld those basic promises for persons with dis-
abilities through the Americans with Disabilities Act—a sweeping civil
rights bill that moved our Nation forward in the journey to equality for all.
And from making health care more affordable to ensuring new technologies
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