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EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

Executive Order 13597 of January 19, 2012 

Establishing Visa and Foreign Visitor Processing Goals and 
the Task Force on Travel and Competitiveness 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and to improve visa and foreign visitor 
processing and travel promotion in order to create jobs and spur economic 
growth in the United States, while continuing to protect our national secu-
rity, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The travel and tourism industry is one of our Nation’s 
leading service sectors and sources of exports. However, the U.S. market 
share of spending by international travelers fell from 17 percent to 11 per-
cent of the global market from 2000 to 2010, more than a 30 percent de-
crease in our share of the global market. This decrease was due primarily 
to increased international competition, changing patterns in global develop-
ment, and, to some degree, more stringent security requirements imposed 
after 2001. Given the importance of the travel and tourism industry to the 
U.S. economy and job creation, a coordinated policy, consistent with pro-
tecting our national security, is needed to support a prosperous and secure 
travel and tourism industry in the United States. 

Steady progress has been made since 2010, when my Administration 
launched the National Export Initiative and the Travel Promotion Act was 
signed into law. While our processes for moving people and goods across 
our borders are now both more secure and more efficient, new initiatives 
are needed to enable us to better capitalize on the economic opportunities 
presented by a dynamic 21st century travel and tourism industry. 

Sec. 2. Visa and Foreign Visitor Processing. (a) The Assistant to the Presi-
dent for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism shall, consistent with 
Presidential Policy Directive 1 or any successor documents and in coordi-
nation with the Assistant to the President and Cabinet Secretary, maintain 
an interagency process for coordinating the implementation of regulatory 
improvements and the evaluation of legislative proposals to enhance and 
expedite travel to and arrival in the United States by foreign nationals, con-
sistent with national security requirements. 

(b) The Secretaries of State and Homeland Security, in consultation with 
the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, 
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the Director of the Office of Management and Budget, and the heads of 
such agencies as appropriate, shall develop an implementation plan, within 
60 days of the date of this order, describing actions to be undertaken, in-
cluding those that build upon efforts underway, to achieve the following: 

(i) increase nonimmigrant visa processing capacity in China and Brazil 
by 40 percent over the coming year; 

(ii) ensure that 80 percent of nonimmigrant visa applicants are inter-
viewed within 3 weeks of receipt of application, recognizing that re-
source and security considerations and the need to ensure provision of 
consular services to U.S. citizens may dictate specific exceptions; 

(iii) increase efforts to expand the Visa Waiver Program and travel by na-
tionals of Visa Waiver Program participants; and 

(iv) expand reciprocal recognition programs for expedited travel, such as 
the Global Entry program. 
This plan should also identify other appropriate measures that will en-

hance and expedite travel to and arrival in the United States by foreign na-
tionals, consistent with national security requirements, as well as any po-
tential challenges in achieving the stated goals of this subsection. 

(c) Within 180 days of the date of this order, and periodically thereafter, 
the Secretaries of State and Homeland Security shall jointly submit through 
the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism 
a report to the President describing the progress on achieving the goals set 
forth in this section (as well as areas of concern or barriers to achieving 
those goals) to ensure the country remains secure while increasing travel 
and tourism to the United States. 

(d) The Secretary of Commerce shall establish and maintain a publicly 
available website that provides updated metrics from across the Federal 
Government to assist industry and travelers in understanding the current 
status of the industry and its relevance to the economy, statistics on visa 
processes in key travel and tourism markets, and entry times into the 
United States. 
Sec. 3. Task Force on Travel and Competitiveness. (a) A Task Force on 
Travel and Competitiveness (Task Force) is hereby established to develop 
the National Travel and Tourism Strategy described in this section. The 
Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior shall serve as Co-Chairs of the 
Task Force. The Task Force shall also include the heads of the following 
executive departments and agencies (agencies), or senior level officials des-
ignated by them: 

(i) Department of State; 

(ii) Department of the Treasury; 

(iii) Department of Agriculture; 

(iv) Department of Labor; 

(v) Department of Transportation; 

(vi) Department of Homeland Security; 

(vii) Army Corps of Engineers; 

(viii) Office of the United States Trade Representative; 
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(ix) Export-Import Bank; and 

(x) Other agencies invited to participate by the Task Force Co-Chairs. 

(b) The Secretaries of Commerce and the Interior, in consultation with 
the Director of the Office of Management and Budget, the Assistant to the 
President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, the Assistant to the 
President for Economic Policy, and the Assistant to the President for Do-
mestic Policy, shall coordinate the overall work of the Task Force and as-
sist its members in performing the responsibilities described herein. 

(c) The Task Force shall develop a National Travel and Tourism Strategy 
with recommendations for new policies and initiatives to promote domestic 
and international travel opportunities throughout the United States with 
the goal of increasing the United States market share of worldwide travel, 
including obtaining a greater share of long-haul travel from Brazil, China, 
and India. Such recommendations shall include, among other things, strate-
gies to promote visits to the United States public lands, waters, shores, 
monuments, and other iconic American destinations, thereby expanding 
job creation in the United States. The Task Force shall also consider rec-
ommendations to promote and expand travel and tourism opportunities in 
rural communities. In addition, the National Travel and Tourism Strategy 
shall identify any barriers to increasing the United States market share of 
worldwide travel, and any other related areas of concern. The Task Force 
shall deliver the National Travel and Tourism Strategy to the President 
within 90 days of the date of this order. 

(d) The Task Force, through the Secretary of Commerce, shall also co-
ordinate with the Corporation for Travel Promotion (currently doing busi-
ness as Brand USA, a nonprofit corporation established by the Travel Pro-
motion Act of 2009 to promote travel to the United States) and the Tourism 
Policy Council, established by the United States National Tourism Organi-
zation Act of 1996. The Secretary of Commerce shall serve as the liaison 
between the Task Force and the United States Travel and Tourism Advi-
sory Board (Board) chartered by the Secretary and shall consider the 
Board’s advice in his or her role with the Task Force. 

(e) The Tourism Policy Council coordinates policies concerning travel 
promotion and ensures consistency and cooperation among agencies, as set 
forth in the United States National Tourism Organization Act of 1996. The 
Task Force shall consult with the Tourism Policy Council where appro-
priate to facilitate the development of the National Travel and Tourism 
Strategy. 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent 
with applicable law, and subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
January 19, 2012. 

Executive Order 13598 of January 27, 2012 

Assignment of Functions Relating to Certain Promotion and 
Appointment Actions in the Armed Forces 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Assignment of Functions to the Secretary of Defense. The Sec-
retary of Defense shall perform the functions of the President under the fol-
lowing provisions of title 10, United States Code: 

(a) the first sentence of section 14111(a) with respect to reports relating 
to the grades of brigadier general or above, or rear admiral (lower half) or 
above; 

(b) sections 629(c)(2) and 14310(c)(2) with respect to extending officer 
promotion eligibility periods; and 

(c) section 6222(c)(2) with respect to appointments of members of the 
Marine Band and members of the Marine Drum and Bugle Corps to grades 
not above the grade of captain. 

Sec. 2. Reassignment of Functions Assigned. The Secretary of Defense may 
reassign the functions assigned to him by sections 1(a) and (b)of this order 
only to civilian officers within the Office of the Secretary of Defense (as 
defined in section 131(b) of title 10, United States Code) who hold a posi-
tion for which the President makes an appointment by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate. The Secretary of Defense may not reassign the 
function assigned to him by section 1(c) of this order. 

Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
limit or otherwise affect the authority of the President as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, or under the Constitution 
and laws of the United States to nominate or to make or terminate appoint-
ments. 

(b) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
January 27, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13599 of February 5, 2012 

Blocking Property of the Government of Iran and Iranian 
Financial Institutions 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 1245 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (Public Law 112–81) (NDAA), and 
section 301 of title 3, United States Code, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, in order 
to take additional steps with respect to the national emergency declared in 
Executive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, particularly in light of the de-
ceptive practices of the Central Bank of Iran and other Iranian banks to 
conceal transactions of sanctioned parties, the deficiencies in Iran’s anti- 
money laundering regime and the weaknesses in its implementation, and 
the continuing and unacceptable risk posed to the international financial 
system by Iran’s activities, hereby order: 

Section 1. (a) All property and interests in property of the Government of 
Iran, including the Central Bank of Iran, that are in the United States, that 
hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter come with-
in the possession or control of any United States person, including any for-
eign branch, are blocked and may not be transferred, paid, exported, with-
drawn, or otherwise dealt in. 

(b) All property and interests in property of any Iranian financial institu-
tion, including the Central Bank of Iran, that are in the United States, that 
hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter come with-
in the possession or control of any United States person, including any for-
eign branch, are blocked and may not be transferred, paid, exported, with-
drawn, or otherwise dealt in. 

(c) All property and interests in property that are in the United States, 
that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter come 
within the possession or control of any United States person, including any 
foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not be trans-
ferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in: any person deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, to be owned or controlled by, or to have acted or purported to 
act for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property 
and interests in property are blocked pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 2. I hereby determine that the making of donations of the type of arti-
cles specified in section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) by, to, 
or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests in property 
are blocked pursuant to section 1 of this order would seriously impair my 
ability to deal with the national emergency declared in Executive Order 
12957, and I hereby prohibit such donations as provided by section 1 of 
this order. 

Sec. 3. The prohibitions in section 1 of this order include but are not lim-
ited to: (a) the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or 
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services by, to, or for the benefit of any person whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant to this order; and 

(b) the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices from any such person. 
Sec. 4. (a) The prohibitions in section 1 of this order apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effective date 
of this order. 

(b) The prohibitions in section 1 of this order do not apply to property 
and interests in property of the Government of Iran that were blocked pur-
suant to Executive Order 12170 of November 14, 1979, and thereafter made 
subject to the transfer directives set forth in Executive Order 12281 of Janu-
ary 19, 1981, and implementing regulations thereunder. 
Sec. 5. (a) Any transaction by a United States person or within the United 
States that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading or avoiding, causes 
a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in this 
order is prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 
Sec. 6. Nothing in section 1 of this order shall prohibit transactions for the 
conduct of the official business of the Federal Government by employees, 
grantees, or contractors thereof. 

Sec. 7. For the purposes of this order: (a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an indi-
vidual or entity; 

(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States; 

(d) the term ‘‘Government of Iran’’ means the Government of Iran, any 
political subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, including the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran, and any person owned or controlled by, or acting for or 
on behalf of, the Government of Iran; 

(e) the term ‘‘Iran’’ means the territory of Iran and any other territory or 
marine area, including the exclusive economic zone and continental shelf, 
over which the Government of Iran claims sovereignty, sovereign rights, or 
jurisdiction, provided that the Government of Iran exercises partial or total 
de facto control over the area or derives a benefit from economic activity 
in the area pursuant to international arrangements; and 

(f) the term ‘‘Iranian financial institution’’ means a financial institution 
organized under the laws of Iran or any jurisdiction within Iran (including 
foreign branches), any financial institution in Iran, any financial institution, 
wherever located, owned or controlled by the Government of Iran, and any 
financial institution, wherever located, owned or controlled by any of the 
foregoing. 
Sec. 8. For those persons whose property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to this order who might have a constitutional presence 
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in the United States, I find that because of the ability to transfer funds or 
other assets instantaneously, prior notice to such persons of measures to be 
taken pursuant to this order would render those measures ineffectual. I 
therefore determine that for these measures to be effective in addressing the 
national emergency declared in Executive Order 12957, there need be no 
prior notice of a listing or determination made pursuant to section 1 of this 
order. 

Sec. 9. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order, 
other than the purposes described in section 11. The Secretary of the Treas-
ury may redelegate any of these functions and authorities to other officers 
and agencies of the United States Government consistent with applicable 
law. All agencies of the United States Government are hereby directed to 
take all appropriate measures within their authority to carry out the provi-
sions of this order. 

Sec. 10. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to exercise the functions and authorities con-
ferred upon the President by section 1245(d)(1)(A) of the NDAA and to re-
delegate these functions and authorities consistent with applicable law. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of State, 
is hereby further authorized to exercise the functions and authorities con-
ferred upon the President by section 1245(g)(1) of the NDAA to the extent 
necessary to exercise the other functions and authorities delegated in this 
section and may redelegate these functions and authorities consistent with 
applicable law. 

Sec. 11. The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of Energy, and the Director of National Intelligence, 
is hereby authorized to exercise the functions and authorities conferred 
upon the President by section 1245(d)(4)(D) of the NDAA and to redelegate 
these functions and authorities consistent with applicable law. The Sec-
retary of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, is hereby 
further authorized to exercise the functions and authorities conferred upon 
the President by sections 1245(e)(1) and 1245(e)(2) of the NDAA and to re-
delegate these functions and authorities consistent with applicable law. 
The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury, 
is hereby further authorized to exercise the functions and authorities con-
ferred upon the President by section 1245(g)(1) of the NDAA to the extent 
necessary to exercise the other functions and authorities delegated in this 
section and may redelegate these functions and authorities consistent with 
applicable law. 

Sec. 12. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 13. The measures taken pursuant to this order are in response to ac-
tions of the Government of Iran occurring after the conclusion of the 1981 
Algiers Accords, and are intended solely as a response to those later ac-
tions. 
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Sec. 14. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern standard time on Feb-
ruary 6, 2012. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
February 5, 2012. 

Executive Order 13600 of February 9, 2012 

Establishing the President’s Global Development Council 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. To help protect national security and further American 
economic, humanitarian, and strategic interests in the world, it is the pol-
icy of the Federal Government to promote and elevate development as a 
core pillar of American power and chart a course for development, diplo-
macy, and defense to reinforce and complement one another. As stated in 
the 2010 National Security Strategy and the Presidential Policy Directive on 
Global Development, the successful pursuit of development is essential to 
advancing our national security objectives: security, prosperity, respect for 
universal values, and a just and sustainable international order. The effec-
tiveness of this development policy will depend in large measure on how 
we engage with partners, beneficiaries of our development assistance, and 
stakeholders. We will use evidence-based decision-making in all areas of 
U.S. development policy and programs, and we commit to foster develop-
ment expertise and learning worldwide. 

Sec. 2. Establishment. There is established the President’s Global Develop-
ment Council (Council). The Council shall be established for administrative 
purposes within the United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID) subject to the foreign policy and budgetary guidance of the Sec-
retary of State. 

Sec. 3. Membership. The membership of the Council shall be as follows: 
(a) The Council shall be composed of the officials described in paragraph 

(b) of this section and not more than 12 individuals from outside the Fed-
eral Government appointed by the President. Appointed members of the 
Council may serve as representatives of a variety of sectors, including, 
among others, institutions of higher education, non-profit and philan-
thropic organizations, civil society, and private industry. 

(b) The Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary 
of Defense, the USAID Administrator, and the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation shall serve as non-voting members 
of the Council and may designate, to perform the Council functions of the 
member, a senior-level official who is part of the member’s department, 
agency, or office, and who is a full-time officer or employee of the Federal 
Government. 

(c) The President shall designate a member of the Council to serve as 
Chair and another member to serve as Vice Chair. The Chair shall convene 
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and preside at meetings of the Council, determine meeting agendas, and di-
rect its work. The Vice Chair shall perform the duties of the Chair in the 
absence of the Chair and shall perform such other functions as the Chair 
may assign. 

(d) The term of office of members appointed by the President from out-
side the Federal Government shall be 2 years, and such members shall be 
eligible for reappointment and may continue to serve after the expiration 
of their terms until the President appoints a successor. A member ap-
pointed to fill a vacancy shall serve only for the unexpired term of such 
vacancy. 
Sec. 4. Mission and Functions. The Council shall advise and support the 
President, through the National Security Staff and the National Economic 
Council staff, in furtherance of the policy set forth in section 1 of this 
order. The Council shall meet regularly and shall: 

(a) inform the policy and practice of U.S. global development policy and 
programs by providing advice to the President and other senior officials on 
issues including: 

(i) innovative, scalable approaches to development with proven demon-
strable impact, particularly on sustainable economic growth and good 
governance; 

(ii) areas for enhanced collaboration between the Federal Government 
and public and private sectors to advance development policy; 

(iii) best practices for and effectiveness of research and development in 
low and middle income economies; and 

(iv) long-term solutions to issues central to strategic planning for U.S. de-
velopment efforts; 
(b) support new and existing public-private partnerships by: 
(i) identifying key areas for enhanced collaboration and any barriers to 
collaboration; and 

(ii) recommending concrete efforts that the private and public sectors to-
gether can take to promote economic development priorities and initia-
tives; and 
(c) increase awareness and action in support of development by solic-

iting public input on current and emerging issues in the field of global de-
velopment as well as bringing to the President’s attention concerns and 
ideas that would inform policy options. 
Sec. 5. Administration of the Council. (a) The heads of executive depart-
ments and agencies shall assist and provide information to the Council, 
consistent with applicable law, as may be necessary to carry out the func-
tions of the Council. 

(b) Funding and administrative support for the Council shall be provided 
by USAID to the extent permitted by law and within existing appropria-
tions. 

(c) The USAID Administrator shall appoint an Executive Director who 
shall be a Federal officer or employee of USAID and serve as a liaison to 
the Administrator and the Executive Office of the President and consult 
with relevant executive departments, agencies, and offices on matters and 
activities pertaining to the Council. 
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(d) The members of the Council who are appointed from outside the Fed-
eral Government shall serve without compensation for their work on the 
Council. Members of the Council may, however, receive travel expenses, 
including per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for persons 
serving intermittently in the Government service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707). 

(e) Insofar as the Federal Advisory Committee Act (FACA), as amended 
(5 U.S.C. App.), may apply to the Council, any functions of the President 
under FACA, except that of reporting to the Congress, shall be performed 
by the USAID Administrator in accordance with the guidelines issued by 
the Administrator of General Services. 
Sec. 6. Termination. The Council shall terminate 2 years after the date of 
this order, unless renewed by the President. 

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) authority granted by law to a department or agency, or the head there-
of; or 

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget re-
lating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
February 9, 2012. 

Executive Order 13601 of February 28, 2012 

Establishment of the Interagency Trade Enforcement Center 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to advance U.S. foreign pol-
icy and protect the national and economic security of the United States 
through strengthened and coordinated enforcement of U.S. trade rights 
under international trade agreements and enforcement of domestic trade 
laws, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Robust monitoring and enforcement of U.S. rights under 
international trade agreements, and enforcement of domestic trade laws, are 
crucial to expanding exports and ensuring U.S. workers, businesses, ranch-
ers, and farmers are able to compete on a level playing field with foreign 
trade partners. To strengthen our capacity to monitor and enforce U.S. 
trade rights and domestic trade laws, and thereby enhance market access 
for U.S. exporters, executive departments and agencies (agencies) must co-
ordinate and augment their efforts to identify and reduce or eliminate for-
eign trade barriers and unfair foreign trade practices to ensure that U.S. 
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workers, businesses, ranchers, and farmers receive the maximum benefit 
from our international trade agreements and under domestic trade laws. 

Sec. 2. Establishment. (a) There is established within the Office of the 
United States Trade Representative (USTR) an Interagency Trade Enforce-
ment Center (Center). 

(b) The Center shall coordinate matters relating to enforcement of U.S. 
trade rights under international trade agreements and enforcement of do-
mestic trade laws among USTR and the following agencies: 

(i) the Department of State; 

(ii) the Department of the Treasury; 

(iii) the Department of Justice; 

(iv) the Department of Agriculture; 

(v) the Department of Commerce; 

(vi) the Department of Homeland Security; 

(vii) the Office of the Director of National Intelligence; and 

(viii) other agencies as the President, or the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, may designate. 

In matters relating to the enforcement of U.S. trade rights involving intel-
lectual property rights, the Center shall consult with the Intellectual Prop-
erty Enforcement Coordinator. 

(c) The Center shall have a Director, who shall be a full-time senior-level 
official of USTR, designated by and reporting to the United States Trade 
Representative. The Center shall have a Deputy Director, who shall be a 
full-time senior-level official of the Department of Commerce, designated 
by the Secretary of Commerce, detailed to the Center and reporting to the 
Director. The Center shall also have an Intelligence Community Liaison, 
who shall be a full-time senior-level official of the Federal Government rec-
ommended by the Director of National Intelligence and designated by his 
or her agency, as applicable, to be detailed or assigned to the Center. 

(d) To the extent permitted by law and subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, and in consultation with the Director of the Center, agencies 
enumerated in subsection (b) of this section, and others in the Intelligence 
Community recommended by the Director of National Intelligence, are en-
couraged to detail or assign their employees to the Center without reim-
bursement to support the mission and functions of the Center as described 
in section 3 of this order. 
Sec. 3. Mission and Functions. The Center shall: 

(a) serve as the primary forum within the Federal Government for USTR 
and other agencies to coordinate enforcement of U.S. trade rights under 
international trade agreements and enforcement of domestic trade laws; 

(b) coordinate among USTR, other agencies with trade related respon-
sibilities, and the U.S. Intelligence Community the exchange of information 
related to potential violations of international trade agreements by our for-
eign trade partners; and 

(c) conduct outreach to U.S. workers, businesses, and other interested 
persons to foster greater participation in the identification and reduction or 
elimination of foreign trade barriers and unfair foreign trade practices. 
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Sec. 4. Administration. (a) Funding and administrative support for the Cen-
ter shall be provided by USTR to the extent permitted by law and subject 
to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) The United States Trade Representative, through the Director of the 
Center, shall direct the work of the Center in performing all of its functions 
under this order. 
Sec. 5. Definitions. For the purposes of this order: 

(a) the term ‘‘U.S. trade rights’’ means any right, benefit or advantage to 
which the United States is entitled under an international trade agreement 
and that could be effectuated through the use of a dispute settlement pro-
ceeding. 

(b) the term ‘‘domestic trade laws’’ means any trade remedies available 
under U.S. law, including, but not limited to, sections 201, 301, 406, and 
421 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2251, 2411, 2436, and 
2451); sections 332 and 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 1332 and 1337); section 281 of the Uruguay Round Agreements Act 
(19 U.S.C. 3571); and self-initiation of investigations under Title VII of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1671). 
Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent 
with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) authority granted by law, regulation, Executive Order, or Presidential 
Directive to an executive department, agency, or head thereof; or 

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget re-
lating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-

efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
February 28, 2012. 

Executive Order 13602 of March 15, 2012 

Establishing a White House Council on Strong Cities, Strong 
Communities 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to forge a partnership with 
local communities to provide them with comprehensive technical assist-
ance to use and compete for Federal resources more effectively and effi-
ciently, which will enable them to develop and implement economic strate-
gies to become more competitive, sustainable, and inclusive, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Cities, towns, and regions across our Nation continue to 
face difficult economic challenges. Enhancing current Federal assistance is 
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helping to lift communities out of distress. To allow the Federal Govern-
ment to better partner with these local communities to build local capacity 
to address economic issues, and to support comprehensive planning and 
regional collaboration, my Administration established the Strong Cities, 
Strong Communities (SC2) pilot initiative. By partnering with cities and re-
gions to augment their vision for stability and economic growth, the SC2 
was designed to help communities strengthen their capacity to create jobs 
and more competitive business climates, and implement locally driven 
community and regional planning approaches that lead to sustained eco-
nomic growth, as well as ensure that Federal assistance is more efficiently 
provided and used. 

This order improves the way the Federal Government engages with and 
supports local communities by better aligning resources and coordinating 
efforts across executive departments and agencies (agencies) so that com-
munities across the country have access to comprehensive, localized tech-
nical assistance and planning resources to develop and implement their 
economic vision and strategies. 

Sec. 2. White House Council on Strong Cities, Strong Communities. There 
is established a White House Council on Strong Cities, Strong Communities 
(Council) within the Department of Housing and Urban Development, to be 
chaired by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development and the As-
sistant to the President for Domestic Policy (Co-Chairs). 

(a) Membership. In addition to the Co-Chairs, the Council shall consist 
of the following members: 

(i) the Secretary of the Treasury; 

(ii) the Secretary of Defense; 

(iii) the Attorney General; 

(iv) the Secretary of the Interior; 

(v) the Secretary of Agriculture; 

(vi) the Secretary of Commerce; 

(vii) the Secretary of Labor; 

(viii) the Secretary of Health and Human Services; 

(ix) the Secretary of Transportation; 

(x) the Secretary of Energy; 

(xi) the Secretary of Education; 

(xii) the Secretary of Veterans Affairs; 

(xiii) the Secretary of Homeland Security; 

(xiv) the Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers; 

(xv) the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(xvi) the Director of the Office of Management and Budget; 

(xvii) the Administrator of General Services; 

(xviii) the Administrator of the Small Business Administration; 

(xix) the Chief Executive Officer of the Corporation for National and 
Community Service; 
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(xx) the Chairperson of the National Endowment for the Arts; 

(xxi) the Senior Advisor and Assistant to the President for Intergovern-
mental Affairs and Public Engagement; 

(xxii) the Assistant to the President and Cabinet Secretary; 

(xxiii) the Assistant to the President for Economic Policy; 

(xxiv) the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality; 

(xxv) the Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy; and 

(xxvi) the heads of such other agencies and offices as the President may, 
from time to time, designate. 
A member of the Council may designate, to perform the Council func-

tions of the member, a senior-level official who is a part of the member’s 
agency or office, and who is a full-time officer or employee of the Federal 
Government. 

(b) Administration. The Co-Chairs shall convene regular meetings of the 
Council, determine its agenda, and direct its work. The Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development shall appoint an Executive Director of the 
Council to coordinate the Council’s activities. At the direction of the Co- 
Chairs, the Council may establish subgroups consisting exclusively of 
Council members or their designees, as appropriate. Agencies may detail 
staff to the Council to support its coordination and implementation efforts. 
Sec. 3. Mission and Function of the Council. The Council shall, to the ex-
tent permitted by law, work across agencies and offices to: 

(a) coordinate the development and implementation of the various com-
ponents of the SC2, as determined by the Co-Chairs; 

(b) coordinate agency efforts to ensure communities have access to com-
prehensive, localized technical assistance and planning resources to de-
velop and execute their economic vision and strategies (including, where 
appropriate, efforts of existing committees or taskforces related to providing 
technical assistance to local governments and improving their capacity to 
address economic issues); 

(c) ensure that members of the Council incorporate SC2 implementation 
efforts into their agency annual performance plans and those efforts’ out-
comes into their annual performance results; 

(d) provide recommendations to the President, through the Co-Chairs on: 
(i) policies for building local expertise in strengthening local economies; 

(ii) changes to Federal policies and programs to address issues of special 
importance to cities and local governments that pertain to local capacity 
and economic growth; 

(iii) implementing best practices from the SC2 initiative Government- 
wide to better support cities and local governments; and 

(iv) opportunities to increase the flexible utilization of existing Federal 
program resources across agencies to enable more performance and out-
come-based funding; 
(e) encourage the development of technical assistance, planning, and fi-

nancing tools and implementation strategies that can be coordinated or 
aligned across agencies to assist communities in building local capacity to 
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address economic issues, engaging in comprehensive planning, and ad-
vancing regional collaboration; and 

(f) facilitate the exchange of ideas and strategies to help communities ad-
dress economic challenges and create sustained economic opportunity. 
Sec. 4. Outreach. Consistent with the objectives set forth in this order, the 
Council, in accordance with applicable law, shall conduct outreach to rep-
resentatives of nonprofit organizations, businesses, labor organizations, 
State and local government agencies, school districts, elected officials, faith 
and other community-based organizations, philanthropies, other institu-
tions of local importance, and other interested persons with relevant exper-
tise in the expansion and improvement of efforts to build local capacity to 
address economic issues in cities and communities. The Council will con-
vene an annual meeting of interested parties—including mayors and city 
employees—to share key findings and progress, offer best practices, and 
promote strategies that have worked in communities participating in the 
initiative. 

Sec. 5. Reports. Within 1 year of the date of this order, and annually there-
after, the Executive Director shall provide a report to the Co-Chairs on the 
work of the Council and its achievements during the year, including de-
monstrable changes in the capacity of local communities to implement 
their economic development goals and efforts to achieve more efficient and 
effective use of Federal resources. 

Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) The heads of agencies shall assist and pro-
vide information to the Council, consistent with applicable law, as may be 
necessary to implement this order. Each agency shall bear its own expense 
for participating in the Council. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(c) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
March 15, 2012. 

Executive Order 13603 of March 16, 2012 

National Defense Resources Preparedness 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the Defense Production Act of 
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1950, as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2061 et seq.), and section 301 of title 
3, United States Code, and as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces 
of the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

PART I—PURPOSE, POLICY, AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Section 101. Purpose. This order delegates authorities and addresses na-
tional defense resource policies and programs under the Defense Produc-
tion Act of 1950, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’). 

Sec. 102. Policy. The United States must have an industrial and techno-
logical base capable of meeting national defense requirements and capable 
of contributing to the technological superiority of its national defense 
equipment in peacetime and in times of national emergency. The domestic 
industrial and technological base is the foundation for national defense pre-
paredness. The authorities provided in the Act shall be used to strengthen 
this base and to ensure it is capable of responding to the national defense 
needs of the United States. 

Sec. 103. General Functions. Executive departments and agencies (agencies) 
responsible for plans and programs relating to national defense (as defined 
in section 801(j) of this order), or for resources and services needed to sup-
port such plans and programs, shall: 

(a) identify requirements for the full spectrum of emergencies, including 
essential military and civilian demand; 

(b) assess on an ongoing basis the capability of the domestic industrial 
and technological base to satisfy requirements in peacetime and times of 
national emergency, specifically evaluating the availability of the most crit-
ical resource and production sources, including subcontractors and sup-
pliers, materials, skilled labor, and professional and technical personnel; 

(c) be prepared, in the event of a potential threat to the security of the 
United States, to take actions necessary to ensure the availability of ade-
quate resources and production capability, including services and critical 
technology, for national defense requirements; 

(d) improve the efficiency and responsiveness of the domestic industrial 
base to support national defense requirements; and 

(e) foster cooperation between the defense and commercial sectors for re-
search and development and for acquisition of materials, services, compo-
nents, and equipment to enhance industrial base efficiency and responsive-
ness. 
Sec. 104. Implementation. (a) The National Security Council and Homeland 
Security Council, in conjunction with the National Economic Council, shall 
serve as the integrated policymaking forum for consideration and formula-
tion of national defense resource preparedness policy and shall make rec-
ommendations to the President on the use of authorities under the Act. 

(b) The Secretary of Homeland Security shall: 
(1) advise the President on issues of national defense resource prepared-
ness and on the use of the authorities and functions delegated by this 
order; 

(2) provide for the central coordination of the plans and programs inci-
dent to authorities and functions delegated under this order, and provide 
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guidance to agencies assigned functions under this order, developed in 
consultation with such agencies; and 

(3) report to the President periodically concerning all program activities 
conducted pursuant to this order. 
(c) The Defense Production Act Committee, described in section 701 of 

this order, shall: 
(1) in a manner consistent with section 2(b) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 
2062(b), advise the President through the Assistant to the President and 
National Security Advisor, the Assistant to the President for Homeland 
Security and Counterterrorism, and the Assistant to the President for 
Economic Policy on the effective use of the authorities under the Act; 
and 

(2) prepare and coordinate an annual report to the Congress pursuant to 
section 722(d) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2171(d). 
(d) The Secretary of Commerce, in cooperation with the Secretary of De-

fense, the Secretary of Homeland Security, and other agencies, shall: 
(1) analyze potential effects of national emergencies on actual production 
capability, taking into account the entire production system, including 
shortages of resources, and develop recommended preparedness meas-
ures to strengthen capabilities for production increases in national emer-
gencies; and 

(2) perform industry analyses to assess capabilities of the industrial base 
to support the national defense, and develop policy recommendations to 
improve the international competitiveness of specific domestic industries 
and their abilities to meet national defense program needs. 

PART II—PRIORITIES AND ALLOCATIONS 

Sec. 201. Priorities and Allocations Authorities. (a) The authority of the 
President conferred by section 101 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2071, to re-
quire acceptance and priority performance of contracts or orders (other 
than contracts of employment) to promote the national defense over per-
formance of any other contracts or orders, and to allocate materials, serv-
ices, and facilities as deemed necessary or appropriate to promote the na-
tional defense, is delegated to the following agency heads: 

(1) the Secretary of Agriculture with respect to food resources, food re-
source facilities, livestock resources, veterinary resources, plant health 
resources, and the domestic distribution of farm equipment and commer-
cial fertilizer; 

(2) the Secretary of Energy with respect to all forms of energy; 

(3) the Secretary of Health and Human Services with respect to health 
resources; 

(4) the Secretary of Transportation with respect to all forms of civil trans-
portation; 

(5) the Secretary of Defense with respect to water resources; and 

(6) the Secretary of Commerce with respect to all other materials, serv-
ices, and facilities, including construction materials. 
(b) The Secretary of each agency delegated authority under subsection (a) 

of this section (resource departments) shall plan for and issue regulations 
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to prioritize and allocate resources and establish standards and procedures 
by which the authority shall be used to promote the national defense, 
under both emergency and non-emergency conditions. Each Secretary shall 
authorize the heads of other agencies, as appropriate, to place priority rat-
ings on contracts and orders for materials, services, and facilities needed 
in support of programs approved under section 202 of this order. 

(c) Each resource department shall act, as necessary and appropriate, 
upon requests for special priorities assistance, as defined by section 801(l) 
of this order, in a time frame consistent with the urgency of the need at 
hand. In situations where there are competing program requirements for 
limited resources, the resource department shall consult with the Secretary 
who made the required determination under section 202 of this order. Such 
Secretary shall coordinate with and identify for the resource department 
which program requirements to prioritize on the basis of operational ur-
gency. In situations involving more than one Secretary making such a re-
quired determination under section 202 of this order, the Secretaries shall 
coordinate with and identify for the resource department which program 
requirements should receive priority on the basis of operational urgency. 

(d) If agreement cannot be reached between two such Secretaries, then 
the issue shall be referred to the President through the Assistant to the 
President and National Security Advisor and the Assistant to the President 
for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism. 

(e) The Secretary of each resource department, when necessary, shall 
make the finding required under section 101(b) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 
2071(b). This finding shall be submitted for the President’s approval 
through the Assistant to the President and National Security Advisor and 
the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counterterrorism. 
Upon such approval, the Secretary of the resource department that made 
the finding may use the authority of section 101(a) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. 
App. 2071(a), to control the general distribution of any material (including 
applicable services) in the civilian market. 

Sec. 202. Determinations. Except as provided in section 201(e) of this 
order, the authority delegated by section 201 of this order may be used 
only to support programs that have been determined in writing as nec-
essary or appropriate to promote the national defense: 

(a) by the Secretary of Defense with respect to military production and 
construction, military assistance to foreign nations, military use of civil 
transportation, stockpiles managed by the Department of Defense, space, 
and directly related activities; 

(b) by the Secretary of Energy with respect to energy production and con-
struction, distribution and use, and directly related activities; and 

(c) by the Secretary of Homeland Security with respect to all other na-
tional defense programs, including civil defense and continuity of Govern-
ment. 

Sec. 203. Maximizing Domestic Energy Supplies. The authorities of the 
President under section 101(c)(1)–(2) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2071(c)(1)– 
(2), are delegated to the Secretary of Commerce, with the exception that the 
authority to make findings that materials (including equipment), services, 
and facilities are critical and essential, as described in section 101(c)(2)(A) 
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of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2071(c)(2)(A), is delegated to the Secretary of 
Energy. 

Sec. 204. Chemical and Biological Warfare. The authority of the President 
conferred by section 104(b) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2074(b), is delegated 
to the Secretary of Defense. This authority may not be further delegated by 
the Secretary. 

PART III—EXPANSION OF PRODUCTIVE CAPACITY AND SUPPLY 

Sec. 301. Loan Guarantees. (a) To reduce current or projected shortfalls of 
resources, critical technology items, or materials essential for the national 
defense, the head of each agency engaged in procurement for the national 
defense, as defined in section 801(h) of this order, is authorized pursuant 
to section 301 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2091, to guarantee loans by pri-
vate institutions. 

(b) Each guaranteeing agency is designated and authorized to: (1) act as 
fiscal agent in the making of its own guarantee contracts and in otherwise 
carrying out the purposes of section 301 of the Act; and (2) contract with 
any Federal Reserve Bank to assist the agency in serving as fiscal agent. 

(c) Terms and conditions of guarantees under this authority shall be de-
termined in consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury and the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The guaranteeing agen-
cy is authorized, following such consultation, to prescribe: (1) either spe-
cifically or by maximum limits or otherwise, rates of interest, guarantee 
and commitment fees, and other charges which may be made in connection 
with such guarantee contracts; and (2) regulations governing the forms and 
procedures (which shall be uniform to the extent practicable) to be utilized 
in connection therewith. 

Sec. 302. Loans. To reduce current or projected shortfalls of resources, crit-
ical technology items, or materials essential for the national defense, the 
head of each agency engaged in procurement for the national defense is 
delegated the authority of the President under section 302 of the Act, 50 
U.S.C. App. 2092, to make loans thereunder. Terms and conditions of loans 
under this authority shall be determined in consultation with the Secretary 
of the Treasury and the Director of OMB. 

Sec. 303. Additional Authorities. (a) To create, maintain, protect, expand, 
or restore domestic industrial base capabilities essential for the national de-
fense, the head of each agency engaged in procurement for the national de-
fense is delegated the authority of the President under section 303 of the 
Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2093, to make provision for purchases of, or commit-
ments to purchase, an industrial resource or a critical technology item for 
Government use or resale, and to make provision for the development of 
production capabilities, and for the increased use of emerging technologies 
in security program applications, and to enable rapid transition of emerging 
technologies. 

(b) Materials acquired under section 303 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2093, 
that exceed the needs of the programs under the Act may be transferred 
to the National Defense Stockpile, if, in the judgment of the Secretary of 
Defense as the National Defense Stockpile Manager, such transfers are in 
the public interest. 
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Sec. 304. Subsidy Payments. To ensure the supply of raw or nonprocessed 
materials from high-cost sources, or to ensure maximum production or sup-
ply in any area at stable prices of any materials in light of a temporary in-
crease in transportation cost, the head of each agency engaged in procure-
ment for the national defense is delegated the authority of the President 
under section 303(c) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2093(c), to make subsidy 
payments, after consultation with the Secretary of the Treasury and the Di-
rector of OMB. 

Sec. 305. Determinations and Findings. (a) Pursuant to budget authority 
provided by an appropriations act in advance for credit assistance under 
section 301 or 302 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2091, 2092, and consistent 
with the Federal Credit Reform Act of 1990, as amended (FCRA), 2 U.S.C. 
661 et seq., the head of each agency engaged in procurement for the na-
tional defense is delegated the authority to make the determinations set 
forth in sections 301(a)(2) and 302(b)(2) of the Act, in consultation with the 
Secretary making the required determination under section 202 of this 
order; provided, that such determinations shall be made after due consider-
ation of the provisions of OMB Circular A–129 and the credit subsidy score 
for the relevant loan or loan guarantee as approved by OMB pursuant to 
FCRA. 

(b) Other than any determination by the President under section 
303(a)(7)(b) of the Act, the head of each agency engaged in procurement for 
the national defense is delegated the authority to make the required deter-
minations, judgments, certifications, findings, and notifications defined 
under section 303 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2093, in consultation with 
the Secretary making the required determination under section 202 of this 
order. 
Sec. 306. Strategic and Critical Materials. The Secretary of Defense, and the 
Secretary of the Interior in consultation with the Secretary of Defense as 
the National Defense Stockpile Manager, are each delegated the authority 
of the President under section 303(a)(1)(B) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 
2093(a)(1)(B), to encourage the exploration, development, and mining of 
strategic and critical materials and other materials. 

Sec. 307. Substitutes. The head of each agency engaged in procurement for 
the national defense is delegated the authority of the President under sec-
tion 303(g) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2093(g), to make provision for the 
development of substitutes for strategic and critical materials, critical com-
ponents, critical technology items, and other resources to aid the national 
defense. 

Sec. 308. Government-Owned Equipment. The head of each agency engaged 
in procurement for the national defense is delegated the authority of the 
President under section 303(e) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2093(e), to: 

(a) procure and install additional equipment, facilities, processes, or im-
provements to plants, factories, and other industrial facilities owned by the 
Federal Government and to procure and install Government-owned equip-
ment in plants, factories, or other industrial facilities owned by private per-
sons; 

(b) provide for the modification or expansion of privately owned facili-
ties, including the modification or improvement of production processes, 
when taking actions under sections 301, 302, or 303 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. 
App. 2091, 2092, 2093; and 
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(c) sell or otherwise transfer equipment owned by the Federal Govern-
ment and installed under section 303(e) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2093(e), 
to the owners of such plants, factories, or other industrial facilities. 
Sec. 309. Defense Production Act Fund. The Secretary of Defense is des-
ignated the Defense Production Act Fund Manager, in accordance with sec-
tion 304(f) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2094(f), and shall carry out the duties 
specified in section 304 of the Act, in consultation with the agency heads 
having approved, and appropriated funds for, projects under title III of the 
Act. 

Sec. 310. Critical Items. The head of each agency engaged in procurement 
for the national defense is delegated the authority of the President under 
section 107(b)(1) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2077(b)(1), to take appropriate 
action to ensure that critical components, critical technology items, essen-
tial materials, and industrial resources are available from reliable sources 
when needed to meet defense requirements during peacetime, graduated 
mobilization, and national emergency. Appropriate action may include re-
stricting contract solicitations to reliable sources, restricting contract solici-
tations to domestic sources (pursuant to statutory authority), stockpiling 
critical components, and developing substitutes for critical components or 
critical technology items. 

Sec. 311. Strengthening Domestic Capability. The head of each agency en-
gaged in procurement for the national defense is delegated the authority of 
the President under section 107(a) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2077(a), to 
utilize the authority of title III of the Act or any other provision of law to 
provide appropriate incentives to develop, maintain, modernize, restore, 
and expand the productive capacities of domestic sources for critical com-
ponents, critical technology items, materials, and industrial resources es-
sential for the execution of the national security strategy of the United 
States. 

Sec. 312. Modernization of Equipment. The head of each agency engaged 
in procurement for the national defense, in accordance with section 108(b) 
of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2078(b), may utilize the authority of title III of 
the Act to guarantee the purchase or lease of advance manufacturing equip-
ment, and any related services with respect to any such equipment for pur-
poses of the Act. In considering title III projects, the head of each agency 
engaged in procurement for the national defense shall provide a strong 
preference for proposals submitted by a small business supplier or subcon-
tractor in accordance with section 108(b)(2) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 
2078(b)(2). 

PART IV—VOLUNTARY AGREEMENTS AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Sec. 401. Delegations. The authority of the President under sections 708(c) 
and (d) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2158(c), (d), is delegated to the heads 
of agencies otherwise delegated authority under this order. The status of 
the use of such delegations shall be furnished to the Secretary of Homeland 
Security. 

Sec. 402. Advisory Committees. The authority of the President under sec-
tion 708(d) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2158(d), and delegated in section 401 
of this order (relating to establishment of advisory committees) shall be ex-
ercised only after consultation with, and in accordance with, guidelines 
and procedures established by the Administrator of General Services. 
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Sec. 403. Regulations. The Secretary of Homeland Security, after approval 
of the Attorney General, and after consultation by the Attorney General 
with the Chairman of the Federal Trade Commission, shall promulgate 
rules pursuant to section 708(e) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2158(e), incor-
porating standards and procedures by which voluntary agreements and 
plans of action may be developed and carried out. Such rules may be 
adopted by other agencies to fulfill the rulemaking requirement of section 
708(e) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2158(e). 

PART V—EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONNEL 

Sec. 501. National Defense Executive Reserve. (a) In accordance with sec-
tion 710(e) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2160(e), there is established in the 
executive branch a National Defense Executive Reserve (NDER) composed 
of persons of recognized expertise from various segments of the private sec-
tor and from Government (except full-time Federal employees) for training 
for employment in executive positions in the Federal Government in the 
event of a national defense emergency. 

(b) The Secretary of Homeland Security shall issue necessary guidance 
for the NDER program, including appropriate guidance for establishment, 
recruitment, training, monitoring, and activation of NDER units and shall 
be responsible for the overall coordination of the NDER program. The au-
thority of the President under section 710(e) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 
2160(e), to determine periods of national defense emergency is delegated 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

(c) The head of any agency may implement section 501(a) of this order 
with respect to NDER operations in such agency. 

(d) The head of each agency with an NDER unit may exercise the author-
ity under section 703 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2153, to employ civilian 
personnel when activating all or a part of its NDER unit. The exercise of 
this authority shall be subject to the provisions of sections 501(e) and (f) 
of this order and shall not be redelegated. 

(e) The head of an agency may activate an NDER unit, in whole or in 
part, upon the written determination of the Secretary of Homeland Security 
that an emergency affecting the national defense exists and that the activa-
tion of the unit is necessary to carry out the emergency program functions 
of the agency. 

(f) Prior to activating the NDER unit, the head of the agency shall notify, 
in writing, the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism of the impending activation. 
Sec. 502. Consultants. The head of each agency otherwise delegated func-
tions under this order is delegated the authority of the President under sec-
tions 710(b) and (c) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2160(b), (c), to employ per-
sons of outstanding experience and ability without compensation and to 
employ experts, consultants, or organizations. The authority delegated by 
this section may not be redelegated. 

PART VI—LABOR REQUIREMENTS 

Sec. 601. Secretary of Labor. (a) The Secretary of Labor, in coordination 
with the Secretary of Defense and the heads of other agencies, as deemed 
appropriate by the Secretary of Labor, shall: 
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(1) collect and maintain data necessary to make a continuing appraisal 
of the Nation’s workforce needs for purposes of national defense; 

(2) upon request by the Director of Selective Service, and in coordination 
with the Secretary of Defense, assist the Director of Selective Service in 
development of policies regulating the induction and deferment of per-
sons for duty in the armed services; 

(3) upon request from the head of an agency with authority under this 
order, consult with that agency with respect to: (i) the effect of con-
templated actions on labor demand and utilization; (ii) the relation of 
labor demand to materials and facilities requirements; and (iii) such 
other matters as will assist in making the exercise of priority and alloca-
tions functions consistent with effective utilization and distribution of 
labor; 

(4) upon request from the head of an agency with authority under this 
order: (i) formulate plans, programs, and policies for meeting the labor 
requirements of actions to be taken for national defense purposes; and 
(ii) estimate training needs to help address national defense requirements 
and promote necessary and appropriate training programs; and 

(5) develop and implement an effective labor-management relations pol-
icy to support the activities and programs under this order, with the co-
operation of other agencies as deemed appropriate by the Secretary of 
Labor, including the National Labor Relations Board, the Federal Labor 
Relations Authority, the National Mediation Board, and the Federal Me-
diation and Conciliation Service. 
(b) All agencies shall cooperate with the Secretary of Labor, upon re-

quest, for the purposes of this section, to the extent permitted by law. 

PART VII—DEFENSE PRODUCTION ACT COMMITTEE 

Sec. 701. The Defense Production Act Committee. (a) The Defense Produc-
tion Act Committee (Committee) shall be composed of the following mem-
bers, in accordance with section 722(b) of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2171(b): 

(1) The Secretary of State; 

(2) The Secretary of the Treasury; 

(3) The Secretary of Defense; 

(4) The Attorney General; 

(5) The Secretary of the Interior; 

(6) The Secretary of Agriculture; 

(7) The Secretary of Commerce; 

(8) The Secretary of Labor; 

(9) The Secretary of Health and Human Services; 

(10) The Secretary of Transportation; 

(11) The Secretary of Energy; 

(12) The Secretary of Homeland Security; 

(13) The Director of National Intelligence; 

(14) The Director of the Central Intelligence Agency; 
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(15) The Chair of the Council of Economic Advisers; 

(16) The Administrator of the National Aeronautics and Space Adminis-
tration; and 

(17) The Administrator of General Services. 
(b) The Director of OMB and the Director of the Office of Science and 

Technology Policy shall be invited to participate in all Committee meetings 
and activities in an advisory role. The Chairperson, as designated by the 
President pursuant to section 722 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2171, may in-
vite the heads of other agencies or offices to participate in Committee meet-
ings and activities in an advisory role, as appropriate. 
Sec. 702. Offsets. The Secretary of Commerce shall prepare and submit to 
the Congress the annual report required by section 723 of the Act, 50 
U.S.C. App. 2172, in consultation with the Secretaries of State, the Treas-
ury, Defense, and Labor, the United States Trade Representative, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, and the heads of other agencies as appropriate. 
The heads of agencies shall provide the Secretary of Commerce with such 
information as may be necessary for the effective performance of this func-
tion. 

PART VIII—GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 801. Definitions. In addition to the definitions in section 702 of the 
Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2152, the following definitions apply throughout this 
order: 

(a) ‘‘Civil transportation’’ includes movement of persons and property by 
all modes of transportation in interstate, intrastate, or foreign commerce 
within the United States, its territories and possessions, and the District of 
Columbia, and related public storage and warehousing, ports, services, 
equipment and facilities, such as transportation carrier shop and repair fa-
cilities. ‘‘Civil transportation’’ also shall include direction, control, and co-
ordination of civil transportation capacity regardless of ownership. ‘‘Civil 
transportation’’ shall not include transportation owned or controlled by the 
Department of Defense, use of petroleum and gas pipelines, and coal slurry 
pipelines used only to supply energy production facilities directly. 

(b) ‘‘Energy’’ means all forms of energy including petroleum, gas (both 
natural and manufactured), electricity, solid fuels (including all forms of 
coal, coke, coal chemicals, coal liquification, and coal gasification), solar, 
wind, other types of renewable energy, atomic energy, and the production, 
conservation, use, control, and distribution (including pipelines) of all of 
these forms of energy. 

(c) ‘‘Farm equipment’’ means equipment, machinery, and repair parts 
manufactured for use on farms in connection with the production or prepa-
ration for market use of food resources. 

(d) ‘‘Fertilizer’’ means any product or combination of products that con-
tain one or more of the elements nitrogen, phosphorus, and potassium for 
use as a plant nutrient. 

(e) ‘‘Food resources’’ means all commodities and products, (simple, 
mixed, or compound), or complements to such commodities or products, 
that are capable of being ingested by either human beings or animals, irre-
spective of other uses to which such commodities or products may be put, 
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at all stages of processing from the raw commodity to the products thereof 
in vendible form for human or animal consumption. ‘‘Food resources’’ also 
means potable water packaged in commercially marketable containers, all 
starches, sugars, vegetable and animal or marine fats and oils, seed, cotton, 
hemp, and flax fiber, but does not mean any such material after it loses 
its identity as an agricultural commodity or agricultural product. 

(f) ‘‘Food resource facilities’’ means plants, machinery, vehicles (includ-
ing on farm), and other facilities required for the production, processing, 
distribution, and storage (including cold storage) of food resources, and for 
the domestic distribution of farm equipment and fertilizer (excluding trans-
portation thereof). 

(g) ‘‘Functions’’ include powers, duties, authority, responsibilities, and 
discretion. 

(h) ‘‘Head of each agency engaged in procurement for the national de-
fense’’ means the heads of the Departments of State, Justice, the Interior, 
and Homeland Security, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, 
the Central Intelligence Agency, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the General Services Administration, and all other agencies 
with authority delegated under section 201 of this order. 

(i) ‘‘Health resources’’ means drugs, biological products, medical devices, 
materials, facilities, health supplies, services and equipment required to di-
agnose, mitigate or prevent the impairment of, improve, treat, cure, or re-
store the physical or mental health conditions of the population. 

(j) ‘‘National defense’’ means programs for military and energy produc-
tion or construction, military or critical infrastructure assistance to any for-
eign nation, homeland security, stockpiling, space, and any directly related 
activity. Such term includes emergency preparedness activities conducted 
pursuant to title VI of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5195 et seq., and critical infrastructure protection 
and restoration. 

(k) ‘‘Offsets’’ means compensation practices required as a condition of 
purchase in either government-to-government or commercial sales of de-
fense articles and/or defense services as defined by the Arms Export Con-
trol Act, 22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq., and the International Traffic in Arms Regu-
lations, 22 C.F.R. 120.1–130.17. 

(l) ‘‘Special priorities assistance’’ means action by resource departments 
to assist with expediting deliveries, placing rated orders, locating suppliers, 
resolving production or delivery conflicts between various rated orders, ad-
dressing problems that arise in the fulfillment of a rated order or other ac-
tion authorized by a delegated agency, and determining the validity of 
rated orders. 

(m) ‘‘Strategic and critical materials’’ means materials (including energy) 
that (1) would be needed to supply the military, industrial, and essential 
civilian needs of the United States during a national emergency, and (2) are 
not found or produced in the United States in sufficient quantities to meet 
such need and are vulnerable to the termination or reduction of the avail-
ability of the material. 

(n) ‘‘Water resources’’ means all usable water, from all sources, within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, that can be managed, controlled, and 
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allocated to meet emergency requirements, except ‘‘water resources’’ does 
not include usable water that qualifies as ‘‘food resources.’’ 

Sec. 802. General. (a) Except as otherwise provided in section 802(c) of this 
order, the authorities vested in the President by title VII of the Act, 50 
U.S.C. App. 2151 et seq., are delegated to the head of each agency in car-
rying out the delegated authorities under the Act and this order, by the 
Secretary of Labor in carrying out part VI of this order, and by the Sec-
retary of the Treasury in exercising the functions assigned in Executive 
Order 11858, as amended. 

(b) The authorities that may be exercised and performed pursuant to sec-
tion 802(a) of this order shall include: 

(1) the power to redelegate authorities, and to authorize the successive 
redelegation of authorities to agencies, officers, and employees of the 
Government; and 

(2) the power of subpoena under section 705 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 
2155, with respect to (i) authorities delegated in parts II, III, and section 
702 of this order, and (ii) the functions assigned to the Secretary of the 
Treasury in Executive Order 11858, as amended, provided that the sub-
poena power referenced in subsections (i) and (ii) shall be utilized only 
after the scope and purpose of the investigation, inspection, or inquiry 
to which the subpoena relates have been defined either by the appro-
priate officer identified in section 802(a) of this order or by such other 
person or persons as the officer shall designate. 

(c) Excluded from the authorities delegated by section 802(a) of this 
order are authorities delegated by parts IV and V of this order, authorities 
in section 721 and 722 of the Act, 50 U.S.C. App. 2170–2171, and the au-
thority with respect to fixing compensation under section 703 of the Act, 
50 U.S.C. App. 2153. 

Sec. 803. Authority. (a) Executive Order 12919 of June 3, 1994, and sections 
401(3)–(4) of Executive Order 12656 of November 18, 1988, are revoked. 
All other previously issued orders, regulations, rulings, certificates, direc-
tives, and other actions relating to any function affected by this order shall 
remain in effect except as they are inconsistent with this order or are sub-
sequently amended or revoked under proper authority. Nothing in this 
order shall affect the validity or force of anything done under previous del-
egations or other assignment of authority under the Act. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall affect the authorities assigned under Exec-
utive Order 11858 of May 7, 1975, as amended, except as provided in sec-
tion 802 of this order. 

(c) Nothing in this order shall affect the authorities assigned under Exec-
utive Order 12472 of April 3, 1984, as amended. 

Sec. 804. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect functions of the Director of OMB relating to 
budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
March 16, 2012. 

Executive Order 13604 of March 22, 2012 

Improving Performance of Federal Permitting and Review of 
Infrastructure Projects 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to significantly reduce the 
aggregate time required to make decisions in the permitting and review of 
infrastructure projects by the Federal Government, while improving envi-
ronmental and community outcomes, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. (a) To maintain our Nation’s competitive edge and ensure 
an economy built to last, the United States must have fast, reliable, resil-
ient, and environmentally sound means of moving people, goods, energy, 
and information. In a global economy, we will compete for the world’s in-
vestments based in significant part on the quality of our infrastructure. In-
vesting in the Nation’s infrastructure provides immediate and long-term 
economic benefits for local communities and the Nation as a whole. 

The quality of our Nation’s infrastructure depends in critical part on Fed-
eral permitting and review processes, including planning, approval, and 
consultation processes. These processes inform decision-makers and af-
fected communities about the potential benefits and impacts of proposed 
infrastructure projects, and ensure that projects are designed, built, and 
maintained in a manner that is consistent with protecting our public 
health, welfare, safety, national security, and environment. Reviews and ap-
provals of infrastructure projects can be delayed due to many factors be-
yond the control of the Federal Government, such as poor project design, 
incomplete applications, uncertain funding, or multiple reviews and ap-
provals by State, local, tribal, or other jurisdictions. Given these factors, it 
is critical that executive departments and agencies (agencies) take all steps 
within their authority, consistent with available resources, to execute Fed-
eral permitting and review processes with maximum efficiency and effec-
tiveness, ensuring the health, safety, and security of communities and the 
environment while supporting vital economic growth. 

To achieve that objective, our Federal permitting and review processes 
must provide a transparent, consistent, and predictable path for both 
project sponsors and affected communities. They must ensure that agencies 
set and adhere to timelines and schedules for completion of reviews, set 
clear permitting performance goals, and track progress against those goals. 
They must encourage early collaboration among agencies, project sponsors, 
and affected stakeholders in order to incorporate and address their interests 
and minimize delays. They must provide for transparency and account-
ability by utilizing cost-effective information technology to collect and dis-
seminate information about individual projects and agency performance, so 
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that the priorities and concerns of all our citizens are considered. They 
must rely upon early and active consultation with State, local, and tribal 
governments to avoid conflicts or duplication of effort, resolve concerns, 
and allow for concurrent rather than sequential reviews. They must recog-
nize the critical role project sponsors play in assuring the timely and cost- 
effective review of projects by providing complete information and analysis 
and by supporting, as appropriate, the costs associated with review. And, 
they must enable agencies to share priorities, work collaboratively and con-
currently to advance reviews and permitting decisions, and facilitate the 
resolution of disputes at all levels of agency organization. 

Each of these elements must be incorporated into routine agency practice 
to provide demonstrable improvements in the performance of Federal infra-
structure permitting and review processes, including lower costs, more 
timely decisions, and a healthier and cleaner environment. Also, these ele-
ments must be integrated into project planning processes so that projects 
are designed appropriately to avoid, to the extent practicable, adverse im-
pacts on public health, security, historic properties and other cultural re-
sources, and the environment, and to minimize or mitigate impacts that 
may occur. Permitting and review process improvements that have proven 
effective must be expanded and institutionalized. 

(b) In advancing this policy, this order expands upon efforts undertaken 
pursuant to Executive Order 13580 of July 12, 2011 (Interagency Working 
Group on Coordination of Domestic Energy Development and Permitting in 
Alaska), Executive Order 13563 of January 18, 2011 (Improving Regulation 
and Regulatory Review), and my memorandum of August 31, 2011 (Speed-
ing Infrastructure Development Through More Efficient and Effective Per-
mitting and Environmental Review), as well as other ongoing efforts. 
Sec. 2. Steering Committee on Federal Infrastructure Permitting and Review 
Process Improvement. There is established a Steering Committee on Federal 
Infrastructure Permitting and Review Process Improvement (Steering Com-
mittee), to be chaired by the Chief Performance Officer (CPO), in consulta-
tion with the Chair of the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ). 

(a) Infrastructure Projects Covered by this Order. The Steering Committee 
shall facilitate improvements in Federal permitting and review processes 
for infrastructure projects in sectors including surface transportation, avia-
tion, ports and waterways, water resource projects, renewable energy gen-
eration, electricity transmission, broadband, pipelines, and other such sec-
tors as determined by the Steering Committee. 

(b) Membership. Each of the following agencies (Member Agencies) shall 
be represented on the Steering Committee by a Deputy Secretary or equiva-
lent officer of the United States: 

(i) the Department of Defense; 

(ii) the Department of the Interior; 

(iii) the Department of Agriculture; 

(iv) the Department of Commerce; 

(v) the Department of Transportation; 

(vi) the Department of Energy; 

(vii) the Department of Homeland Security; 
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(viii) the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(ix) the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; 

(x) the Department of the Army; and 

(xi) such other agencies or offices as the CPO may invite to participate. 
(c) Projects of National or Regional Significance. In furtherance of the 

policies of this order, the Member Agencies shall coordinate and consult 
with each other to select, submit to the CPO by April 30, 2012, and peri-
odically update thereafter, a list of infrastructure projects of national or re-
gional significance that will have their status tracked on the online Federal 
Infrastructure Projects Dashboard (Dashboard) created pursuant to my 
memorandum of August 31, 2011. 

(d) Responsibilities of the Steering Committee. The Steering Committee 
shall: 

(i) develop a Federal Permitting and Review Performance Plan (Federal 
Plan), as described in section 3(a) of this order; 

(ii) implement the Federal Plan and coordinate resolution of disputes 
among Member Agencies relating to implementation of the Federal Plan; 
and 

(iii) coordinate and consult with other agencies, offices, and interagency 
working groups as necessary, including the President’s Management 
Council and Performance Improvement Councils, and, with regard to use 
and expansion of the Dashboard, the Chief Information Officer (CIO) and 
Chief Technology Officer to implement this order. 
(e) Duties of the CPO. The CPO shall: 
(i) in consultation with the Chair of CEQ and Member Agencies, issue 
guidance on the implementation of this order; 

(ii) in consultation with Member Agencies, develop and track perform-
ance metrics for evaluating implementation of the Federal Plan and 
Agency Plans; and 

(iii) by January 31, 2013, and annually thereafter, after input from inter-
ested agencies, evaluate and report to the President on the implementa-
tion of the Federal Plan and Agency Plans, and publish the report on the 
Dashboard. 
(f) No Involvement in Particular Permits or Projects. Neither the Steering 

Committee, nor the CPO, may direct or coordinate agency decisions with 
respect to any particular permit or project. 
Sec. 3. Plans for Measurable Performance Improvement. (a) By May 31, 
2012, the Steering Committee shall, following coordination with Member 
Agencies and other interested agencies, develop and publish on the Dash-
board a Federal Plan to significantly reduce the aggregate time required to 
make Federal permitting and review decisions on infrastructure projects 
while improving outcomes for communities and the environment. The Fed-
eral Plan shall include, but not be limited to, the following actions to im-
plement the policies outlined in section 1 of this order, and shall reflect 
the agreement of any Member Agency with respect to requirements in the 
Federal Plan affecting such agency: 

(i) institutionalizing best practices for: enhancing Federal, State, local, 
and tribal government coordination on permitting and review processes 
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(such as conducting reviews concurrently rather than sequentially to the 
extent practicable); avoiding duplicative reviews; and engaging with 
stakeholders early in the permitting process; 

(ii) developing mechanisms to better communicate priorities and resolve 
disputes among agencies at the national and regional levels; 

(iii) institutionalizing use of the Dashboard, working with the CIO to en-
hance the Dashboard, and utilizing other cost-effective information tech-
nology systems to share environmental and project-related information 
with the public, project sponsors, and permit reviewers; and 

(iv) identifying timeframes and Member Agency responsibilities for the 
implementation of each proposed action. 
(b) Each Member Agency shall: 
(i) by June 30, 2012, submit to the CPO an Agency Plan identifying those 
permitting and review processes the Member Agency views as most crit-
ical to significantly reducing the aggregate time required to make permit-
ting and review decisions on infrastructure projects while improving out-
comes for communities and the environment, and describing specific and 
measurable actions the agency will take to improve these processes, in-
cluding: 

(1) performance metrics, including timelines or schedules for review; 

(2) technological improvements, such as institutionalized use of the 
Dashboard and other information technology systems; 

(3) other practices, such as pre-application procedures, early collabora-
tion with other agencies, project sponsors, and affected stakeholders, and 
coordination with State, local, and tribal governments; and 

(4) steps the Member Agency will take to implement the Federal Plan. 

(ii) by July 31, 2012, following coordination with other Member Agencies 
and interested agencies, publish its Agency Plan on the Dashboard; and 

(iii) by December 31, 2012, and every 6 months thereafter, report 
progress to the CPO on implementing its Agency Plan, as well as specific 
opportunities for additional improvements to its permitting and review 
procedures. 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order shall be implemented consistent with Executive Order 
13175 of November 6, 2000 (Consultation and Coordination with Indian 
Tribal Governments) and my memorandum of November 5, 2009 (Tribal 
Consultation). 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

March 22, 2012. 

Executive Order 13605 of April 13, 2012 

Supporting Safe and Responsible Development of 
Unconventional Domestic Natural Gas Resources 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to coordinate the efforts of 
Federal agencies responsible for overseeing the safe and responsible devel-
opment of unconventional domestic natural gas resources and associated 
infrastructure and to help reduce our dependence on oil, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. In 2011, natural gas provided 25 percent of the energy 
consumed in the United States. Its production creates jobs and provides 
economic benefits to the entire domestic production supply chain, as well 
as to chemical and other manufacturers, who benefit from lower feedstock 
and energy costs. By helping to power our transportation system, greater 
use of natural gas can also reduce our dependence on oil. And with appro-
priate safeguards, natural gas can provide a cleaner source of energy than 
other fossil fuels. 

For these reasons, it is vital that we take full advantage of our natural gas 
resources, while giving American families and communities confidence 
that natural and cultural resources, air and water quality, and public health 
and safety will not be compromised. 

While natural gas production is carried out by private firms, and States are 
the primary regulators of onshore oil and gas activities, the Federal Govern-
ment has an important role to play by regulating oil and gas activities on 
public and Indian trust lands, encouraging greater use of natural gas in 
transportation, supporting research and development aimed at improving 
the safety of natural gas development and transportation activities, and set-
ting sensible, cost-effective public health and environmental standards to 
implement Federal law and augment State safeguards. 

Because efforts to promote safe, responsible, and efficient development of 
unconventional domestic natural gas resources are underway at a number 
of executive departments and agencies (agencies), close interagency coordi-
nation is important for effective implementation of these programs and ac-
tivities. To formalize and promote ongoing interagency coordination, this 
order establishes a high-level, interagency working group that will facilitate 
coordinated Administration policy efforts to support safe and responsible 
unconventional domestic natural gas development. 
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Sec. 2. Interagency Working Group to Support Safe and Responsible Devel-
opment of Unconventional Domestic Natural Gas Resources. There is estab-
lished an Interagency Working Group to Support Safe and Responsible De-
velopment of Unconventional Domestic Natural Gas Resources (Working 
Group), to be chaired by the Director of the Domestic Policy Council, or 
a designated representative. 

(a) Membership. In addition to the Chair, the Working Group shall in-
clude deputy-level representatives or equivalent officials, designated by the 
head of the respective agency or office, from: 

(i) the Department of Defense; 

(ii) the Department of the Interior; 

(iii) the Department of Agriculture; 

(iv) the Department of Commerce; 

(v) the Department of Health and Human Services; 

(vi) the Department of Transportation; 

(vii) the Department of Energy; 

(viii) the Department of Homeland Security; 

(ix) the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(x) the Council on Environmental Quality; 

(xi) the Office of Science and Technology Policy; 

(xii) the Office of Management and Budget; 

(xiii) the National Economic Council; and 

(xiv) such other agencies or offices as the Chair may invite to participate. 
(b) Functions. Consistent with the authorities and responsibilities of par-

ticipating agencies and offices, the Working Group shall support the safe 
and responsible production of domestic unconventional natural gas by per-
forming the following functions: 

(i) coordinate agency policy activities, ensuring their efficient and effec-
tive operation and facilitating cooperation among agencies, as appro-
priate; 

(ii) coordinate among agencies the sharing of scientific, environmental, 
and related technical and economic information; 

(iii) engage in long-term planning and ensure coordination among the ap-
propriate Federal entities with respect to such issues as research, natural 
resource assessment, and the development of infrastructure; 

(iv) promote interagency communication with stakeholders; and 

(v) consult with other agencies and offices as appropriate. 
Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent 
with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
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(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
April 13, 2012. 

Executive Order 13606 of April 22, 2012 

Blocking the Property and Suspending Entry Into the United 
States of Certain Persons With Respect to Grave Human 
Rights Abuses by the Governments of Iran and Syria via 
Information Technology 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 212(f) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1952, as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of 
title 3, United States Code, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, hereby de-
termine that the commission of serious human rights abuses against the 
people of Iran and Syria by their governments, facilitated by computer and 
network disruption, monitoring, and tracking by those governments, and 
abetted by entities in Iran and Syria that are complicit in their govern-
ments’ malign use of technology for those purposes, threaten the national 
security and foreign policy of the United States. The Governments of Iran 
and Syria are endeavoring to rapidly upgrade their technological ability to 
conduct such activities. Cognizant of the vital importance of providing 
technology that enables the Iranian and Syrian people to freely commu-
nicate with each other and the outside world, as well as the preservation, 
to the extent possible, of global telecommunications supply chains for es-
sential products and services to enable the free flow of information, the 
measures in this order are designed primarily to address the need to pre-
vent entities located in whole or in part in Iran and Syria from facilitating 
or committing serious human rights abuses. In order to take additional 
steps with respect to the national emergencies declared in Executive Order 
12957 of March 15, 1995, as relied upon for additional steps in subsequent 
Executive Orders, and in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, as modi-
fied in scope and relied upon for additional steps in subsequent Executive 
Orders, and to address the situation described above, I hereby order: 

Section 1. (a) All property and interests in property that are in the United 
States, that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter 
come within the possession or control of any United States person, includ-
ing any foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not 
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in: 

(i) the persons listed in the Annex to this order; and 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:09 Jun 28, 2013 Jkt 229006 PO 00000 Frm 00257 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\229006T.XXX 229006Trm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



244 

Title 3—The President EO 13606 

(ii) any person determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with or at the recommendation of the Secretary of State: 

(A) to have operated, or to have directed the operation of, information 
and communications technology that facilitates computer or network dis-
ruption, monitoring, or tracking that could assist in or enable serious 
human rights abuses by or on behalf of the Government of Iran or the 
Government of Syria; 

(B) to have sold, leased, or otherwise provided, directly or indirectly, 
goods, services, or technology to Iran or Syria likely to be used to facili-
tate computer or network disruption, monitoring, or tracking that could 
assist in or enable serious human rights abuses by or on behalf of the 
Government of Iran or the Government of Syria; 

(C) to have materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, mate-
rial, or technological support for, or goods or services to or in support 
of, the activities described in subsections (a)(ii)(A) and (B) of this section 
or any person whose property and interests in property are blocked pur-
suant to this order; or 

(D) to be owned or controlled by, or to have acted or purported to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pursuant to this order. 
(b) The prohibitions in subsection (a) of this section apply except to the 

extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effective date 
of this order. 
Sec. 2. I hereby determine that the making of donations of the type of arti-
cles specified in section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) by, to, 
or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests in property 
are blocked pursuant to this order would seriously impair my ability to 
deal with the two national emergencies identified in the preamble to this 
order, and I hereby prohibit such donations as provided by section 1 of this 
order. 

Sec. 3. The prohibitions in section 1 of this order include but are not lim-
ited to: 

(a) the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices by, to, or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests 
in property are blocked pursuant to this order; and 

(b) the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices from any such person. 
Sec. 4. I hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant and nonimmigrant 
entry into the United States of aliens who meet one or more of the criteria 
in section 1 of this order would be detrimental to the interests of the 
United States, and I hereby suspend the entry into the United States, as im-
migrants or nonimmigrants, of such persons. Such persons shall be treated 
as persons covered by section 1 of Proclamation 8693 of July 24, 2011 (Sus-
pension of Entry of Aliens Subject to United Nations Security Council 
Travel Bans and International Emergency Economic Powers Act Sanctions). 

Sec. 5. (a) Any transaction by a United States person or within the United 
States that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading or avoiding, causes 
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a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in this 
order is prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 
Sec. 6. Nothing in section 1 of this order shall prohibit transactions for the 
conduct of the official business of the United States Government by em-
ployees, grantees, or contractors thereof. 

Sec. 7. For the purposes of this order: 
(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual or entity; 

(b) the term ‘‘information and communications technology’’ means any 
hardware, software, or other product or service primarily intended to fulfill 
or enable the function of information processing and communication by 
electronic means, including transmission and display, including via the 
Internet; 

(c) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(d) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, 
permanent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United 
States or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign 
branches), or any person in the United States; 

(e) the term ‘‘Government of Iran’’ means the Government of Iran, any 
political subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, including the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran, and any person owned or controlled by, or acting for or 
on behalf of, the Government of Iran; and 

(f) the term ‘‘Government of Syria’’ means the Government of the Syrian 
Arab Republic, its agencies, instrumentalities, and controlled entities. 
Sec. 8. For those persons whose property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to this order who might have a constitutional presence 
in the United States, I find that because of the ability to transfer funds or 
other assets instantaneously, prior notice to such persons of measures to be 
taken pursuant to this order would render those measures ineffectual. I 
therefore determine that for these measures to be effective in addressing the 
two national emergencies identified in the preamble to this order, there 
need be no prior notice of a listing or determination made pursuant to sec-
tion 1 of this order. 

Sec. 9. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order. 
The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of these functions to 
other officers and agencies of the United States Government consistent with 
applicable law. All agencies of the United States Government are hereby 
directed to take all appropriate measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 10. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to determine that circumstances no longer 
warrant the blocking of the property and interests in property of a person 
listed in the Annex to this order and to take necessary action to give effect 
to that determination. 
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Sec. 11. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 12. The measures taken pursuant to this order with respect to Iran are 
in response to actions of the Government of Iran occurring after the conclu-
sion of the 1981 Algiers Accords, and are intended solely as a response to 
those later actions. 

Sec. 13. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on April 
23, 2012. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
April 22, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13607 of April 27, 2012 

Establishing Principles of Excellence for Educational 
Institutions Serving Service Members, Veterans, Spouses, 
and Other Family Members 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to ensure that Federal mili-
tary and veterans educational benefits programs are providing service mem-
bers, veterans, spouses, and other family members with the information, 
support, and protections they deserve, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The original GI Bill, approved just weeks after D-Day, 
educated nearly 8 million Americans and helped transform this Nation. We 
owe the same obligations to this generation of service men and women as 
was afforded that previous one. This is the promise of the Post-9/11 Vet-
erans Educational Assistance Act of 2008 (title V, Public Law 110–252) 
(Post-9/11 GI Bill) and the continued provision of educational benefits in 
the Department of Defense’s Tuition Assistance Program (10 U.S.C. 2007): 
to provide our service members, veterans, spouses, and other family mem-
bers the opportunity to pursue a high-quality education and gain the skills 
and training they need to fill the jobs of tomorrow. 

Since the Post-9/11 GI Bill became law, there have been reports of aggres-
sive and deceptive targeting of service members, veterans, and their fami-
lies by some educational institutions. For example, some institutions have 
recruited veterans with serious brain injuries and emotional vulnerabilities 
without providing academic support and counseling; encouraged service 
members and veterans to take out costly institutional loans rather than en-
couraging them to apply for Federal student loans first; engaged in mis-
leading recruiting practices on military installations; and failed to disclose 
meaningful information that allows potential students to determine wheth-
er the institution has a good record of graduating service members, vet-
erans, and their families and positioning them for success in the workforce. 

To ensure our service members, veterans, spouses, and other family mem-
bers have the information they need to make informed decisions con-
cerning their well-earned Federal military and veterans educational bene-
fits, I am directing my Administration to develop Principles of Excellence 
to strengthen oversight, enforcement, and accountability within these bene-
fits programs. 

Sec. 2. Principles of Excellence for Educational Institutions Serving Service 
Members, Veterans, Spouses, and Other Family Members. The Departments 
of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Education shall establish Principles of Ex-
cellence (Principles) to apply to educational institutions receiving funding 
from Federal military and veterans educational benefits programs, includ-
ing benefits programs provided by the Post-9/11 GI Bill and the Tuition As-
sistance Program. The Principles should ensure that these educational insti-
tutions provide meaningful information to service members, veterans, 
spouses, and other family members about the financial cost and quality of 
educational institutions to assist those prospective students in making 
choices about how to use their Federal educational benefits; prevent abu-
sive and deceptive recruiting practices that target the recipients of Federal 
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military and veterans educational benefits; and ensure that educational in-
stitutions provide high-quality academic and student support services to 
active-duty service members, reservists, members of the National Guard, 
veterans, and military families. 

To the extent permitted by law, the Principles, implemented pursuant to 
section 3 of this order, should require educational institutions receiving 
funding pursuant to Federal military and veterans educational benefits to: 

(a) prior to enrollment, provide prospective students who are eligible to 
receive Federal military and veterans educational benefits with a personal-
ized and standardized form, as developed in a manner set forth by the Sec-
retary of Education, working with the Secretaries of Defense and Veterans 
Affairs, to help those prospective students understand the total cost of the 
educational program, including tuition and fees; the amount of that cost 
that will be covered by Federal educational benefits; the type and amount 
of financial aid they may qualify for; their estimated student loan debt 
upon graduation; information about student outcomes; and other informa-
tion to facilitate comparison of aid packages offered by different edu-
cational institutions; 

(b) inform students who are eligible to receive Federal military and vet-
erans educational benefits of the availability of Federal financial aid and 
have in place policies to alert those students of their potential eligibility 
for that aid before packaging or arranging private student loans or alter-
native financing programs; 

(c) end fraudulent and unduly aggressive recruiting techniques on and 
off military installations, as well as misrepresentation, payment of incen-
tive compensation, and failure to meet State authorization requirements, 
consistent with the regulations issued by the Department of Education (34 
C.F.R. 668.71–668.75, 668.14, and 600.9); 

(d) obtain the approval of the institution’s accrediting agency for new 
course or program offerings before enrolling students in such courses or 
programs, provided that such approval is appropriate under the substantive 
change requirements of the accrediting agency; 

(e) allow service members and reservists to be readmitted to a program 
if they are temporarily unable to attend class or have to suspend their stud-
ies due to service requirements, and take additional steps to accommodate 
short absences due to service obligations, provided that satisfactory aca-
demic progress is being made by the service members and reservists prior 
to suspending their studies; 

(f) agree to an institutional refund policy that is aligned with the refund 
of unearned student aid rules applicable to Federal student aid provided 
through the Department of Education under Title IV of the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965, as required under section 484B of that Act when stu-
dents withdraw prior to course completion; 

(g) provide educational plans for all individuals using Federal military 
and veterans educational benefits that detail how they will fulfill all the 
requirements necessary to graduate and the expected timeline of comple-
tion; and 
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(h) designate a point of contact for academic and financial advising (in-
cluding access to disability counseling) to assist service member and vet-
eran students and their families with the successful completion of their 
studies and with their job searches. 

Sec. 3. Implementation of the Principles of Excellence. 

(a) The Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs shall reflect the 
Principles described in section 2 of this order in new agreements with edu-
cational institutions, to the extent practicable and permitted by law, con-
cerning participation in the Yellow Ribbon Program for veterans under the 
Post-9/11 GI Bill or the Tuition Assistance Program for active duty service 
members. The Department of Veterans Affairs shall also notify all institu-
tions participating in the Post-9/11 GI Bill program that they are strongly 
encouraged to comply with the Principles and shall post on the Depart-
ment’s website those that do. 

(b) The Secretaries of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Education, in con-
sultation with the Director of the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection 
(CFPB) and the Attorney General, shall take immediate action to implement 
this order, and, within 90 days from the date of this order, report to the 
President their progress on implementation, including promptly revising 
regulations, Department of Defense Instructions, guidance documents, 
Memoranda of Understanding, and other policies governing programs au-
thorized or funded by the Post-9/11 GI Bill and the Tuition Assistance Pro-
gram to implement the Principles, to the extent permitted by law. 

(c) The Secretaries of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Education shall de-
velop a comprehensive strategy for developing service member and veteran 
student outcome measures that are comparable, to the maximum extent 
practicable, across Federal military and veterans educational benefit pro-
grams, including, but not limited to, the Post-9/11 GI Bill and the Tuition 
Assistance Program. To the extent practicable, the student outcome meas-
ures should rely on existing administrative data to minimize the reporting 
burden on institutions participating in these benefit programs. The student 
outcome measures should permit comparisons across Federal educational 
programs and across institutions and types of institutions. The Secretary of 
Education, in consultation with the Secretaries of Defense and Veterans Af-
fairs, shall also collect from educational institutions, as part of the Inte-
grated Postsecondary Education Data System and other data collection sys-
tems, information on the amount of funding received pursuant to the Post- 
9/11 GI Bill and the Tuition Assistance Program. The Secretary of Edu-
cation shall make this information publicly available on the College Navi-
gator Website. 

(d) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in consultation with the Secretaries 
of Defense and Education, shall provide to prospective military and veteran 
students, prior to using their benefits, streamlined tools to compare edu-
cational institutions using key measures of affordability and value through 
the Department of Veterans Affairs’ eBenefits portal. The eBenefits portal 
shall be updated to facilitate access to school performance information, 
consumer protection information, and key Federal financial aid documents. 
The Secretaries of Defense and Veterans Affairs shall also ensure that serv-
ice members and veterans have access to that information through edu-
cational counseling offered by those Departments. 
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Sec. 4. Strengthening Enforcement and Compliance Mechanisms. Service 
members, veterans, spouses, and other family members should have access 
to a strong enforcement system through which to file complaints when in-
stitutions fail to follow the Principles. Within 90 days of the date of this 
order, the Secretaries of Defense and Veterans Affairs, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Education and the Director of the CFPB, as well as with 
the Attorney General, as appropriate, shall submit to the President a plan 
to strengthen enforcement and compliance mechanisms. The plan shall in-
clude proposals to: 

(a) create a centralized complaint system for students receiving Federal 
military and veterans educational benefits to register complaints that can 
be tracked and responded to by the Departments of Defense, Veterans Af-
fairs, Justice, and Education, the CFPB, and other relevant agencies; 

(b) institute uniform procedures for receiving and processing complaints 
across the State Approving Agencies (SAAs) that work with the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to review participating institutions, provide a coordi-
nated mechanism across SAAs to alert the Department of Veterans Affairs 
to any complaints that have been registered at the State level, and create 
procedures for sharing information about complaints with the appropriate 
State officials, accrediting agency representatives, and the Secretary of Edu-
cation; 

(c) institute uniform procedures for referring potential matters for civil 
or criminal enforcement to the Department of Justice and other relevant 
agencies; 

(d) establish procedures for targeted risk-based program reviews of insti-
tutions to ensure compliance with the Principles; 

(e) establish new uniform rules and strengthen existing procedures for 
access to military installations by educational institutions. These new rules 
should ensure, at a minimum, that only those institutions that enter into 
a memorandum of agreement pursuant to section 3(a) of this order are per-
mitted entry onto a Federal military installation for the purposes of recruit-
ment. The Department of Defense shall include specific steps for instruct-
ing installation commanders on commercial solicitation rules and the re-
quirement of the Principles outlined in section 2(c) of this order; and 

(f) take all appropriate steps to ensure that websites and programs are not 
deceptively and fraudulently marketing educational services and benefits to 
program beneficiaries, including initiating a process to protect the term ‘‘GI 
Bill’’ and other military or veterans-related terms as trademarks, as appro-
priate. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent 
with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
April 27, 2012. 

Executive Order 13608 of May 1, 2012 

Prohibiting Certain Transactions With and Suspending Entry 
Into the United States of Foreign Sanctions Evaders With 
Respect to Iran and Syria 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 212(f) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1952, as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of 
title 3, United States Code, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, hereby find 
that efforts by foreign persons to engage in activities intended to evade U.S. 
economic and financial sanctions with respect to Iran and Syria undermine 
our efforts to address the national emergencies declared in Executive Order 
12957 of March 15, 1995, as relied on for additional steps in subsequent 
Executive Orders, in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, as modified 
in scope and relied on for additional steps in subsequent Executive Orders, 
in Executive Order 12938 of November 14, 1994, as relied on for additional 
steps in subsequent Executive Orders, and in Executive Order 13224 of 
September 23, 2001, as relied on for additional steps in subsequent Execu-
tive Orders, and in order to take additional steps pursuant to these national 
emergencies, I hereby order: 

Section 1. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, is hereby authorized to impose on a foreign person the 
measures described in subsection (b) of this section upon determining that 
the foreign person: 

(i) has violated, attempted to violate, conspired to violate, or caused a 
violation of any license, order, regulation, or prohibition contained in, or 
issued pursuant to: 

(A) any Executive Order relating to the national emergencies declared 
in Executive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, or in Executive Order 
13338 of May 11, 2004, as modified in scope in subsequent Executive 
Orders; or 

(B) to the extent such conduct relates to property and interests in prop-
erty of any person subject to United States sanctions concerning Iran or 
Syria, Executive Order 13382 of June 28, 2005, any Executive Order sub-
sequent to Executive Order 13382 of June 28, 2005, that relates to the 
national emergency declared in Executive Order 12938 of November 14, 
1994, or any Executive Order relating to the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13224 of September 23, 2001; 
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(ii) has facilitated deceptive transactions for or on behalf of any person 
subject to United States sanctions concerning Iran or Syria; or 

(iii) is owned or controlled by, or is acting or purporting to act for or 
on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person determined to meet the 
criteria set forth in subsection (a) of this section. 
(b) With respect to any foreign person determined to meet the criteria set 

forth in subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary of the Treasury may 
prohibit all transactions or dealings, whether direct or indirect, involving 
such person, including any exporting, reexporting, importing, selling, pur-
chasing, transporting, swapping, brokering, approving, financing, facili-
tating, or guaranteeing, in or related to (i) any goods, services, or tech-
nology in or intended for the United States, or (ii) any goods, services, or 
technology provided by or to United States persons, wherever located. 

(c) The prohibitions in subsection (b) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the date of this 
order. 
Sec. 2. I hereby determine that the making of donations of the type of arti-
cles specified in section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) by, to, 
or for the benefit of any person subject to the measures described in section 
1 of this order would seriously impair my ability to deal with the national 
emergencies identified in the preamble to this order, and I hereby prohibit 
such donations as provided by section 1 of this order. 

Sec. 3. The prohibitions in section 1 of this order include but are not lim-
ited to: 

(a) the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices by, to, or for the benefit of any person subject to the measures de-
scribed in this order; and 

(b) the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices from any such person. 
Sec. 4. I hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant and nonimmigrant 
entry into the United States of aliens determined to meet one or more of 
the criteria in subsection 1(a) of this order would be detrimental to the in-
terests of the United States, and I hereby suspend the entry into the United 
States, as immigrants or nonimmigrants, of such persons. Such persons 
shall be treated as persons covered by section 1 of Proclamation 8693 of 
July 24, 2011 (Suspension of Entry of Aliens Subject to United Nations Se-
curity Council Travel Bans and International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act Sanctions). 

Sec. 5. (a) Any transaction by a United States person or within the United 
States that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evading or avoiding, causes 
a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in this 
order is prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 
Sec. 6. Nothing in section 1 of this order shall prohibit transactions for the 
conduct of the official business of the United States Government by em-
ployees, grantees, or contractors thereof. 
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Sec. 7. For the purposes of this order: 
(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual or entity; 

(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States; 

(d) the term ‘‘deceptive transaction’’ means any transaction where the 
identity of any person subject to United States sanctions concerning Iran 
or Syria is withheld or obscured from other participants in the transaction 
or any relevant regulatory authorities; 

(e) the term ‘‘person subject to United States sanctions concerning Iran 
or Syria’’ means (i) any person, including the Government of Iran or the 
Government of Syria, with whom transactions are restricted pursuant to 
any Executive Order relating to the national emergencies declared in Exec-
utive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, or in Executive Order 13338 of May 
11, 2004, as modified in scope in subsequent Executive Orders, or (ii) any 
person whose property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to 
IEEPA in connection with Iran’s or Syria’s proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction or delivery systems for weapons of mass destruction, or Iran’s 
or Syria’s support for international terrorism; 

(f) the term ‘‘Government of Iran’’ means the Government of Iran, any po-
litical subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, including the Central 
Bank of Iran, and any person owned or controlled by, or acting for or on 
behalf of, the Government of Iran; and 

(g) the term ‘‘Government of Syria’’ means the Government of the Syrian 
Arab Republic, its agencies, instrumentalities, and controlled entities. 
Sec. 8. For those persons subject to the measures described in section 1 of 
this order who might have a constitutional presence in the United States, 
I find that because of the ability to transfer funds or other assets instanta-
neously, prior notice to such persons of measures to be taken pursuant to 
this order would render those measures ineffectual. I therefore determine 
that for these measures to be effective in addressing the national emer-
gencies identified in the preamble to this order, there need be no prior no-
tice of a listing or determination made pursuant to section 1 of this order. 

Sec. 9. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA, as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order. 
The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of these functions to 
other officers and agencies of the United States Government consistent with 
applicable law. All agencies of the United States Government are hereby 
directed to take all appropriate measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 10. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 
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Sec. 11. The measures taken pursuant to this order with respect to Iran are 
in response to actions of the Government of Iran occurring after the conclu-
sion of the 1981 Algiers Accords, and are intended solely as a response to 
those later actions. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
May 1, 2012. 

Executive Order 13609 of May 1, 2012 

Promoting International Regulatory Cooperation 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to promote international regu-
latory cooperation, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Executive Order 13563 of January 18, 2011 (Improving 
Regulation and Regulatory Review), states that our regulatory system must 
protect public health, welfare, safety, and our environment while pro-
moting economic growth, innovation, competitiveness, and job creation. In 
an increasingly global economy, international regulatory cooperation, con-
sistent with domestic law and prerogatives and U.S. trade policy, can be 
an important means of promoting the goals of Executive Order 13563. 

The regulatory approaches taken by foreign governments may differ from 
those taken by U.S. regulatory agencies to address similar issues. In some 
cases, the differences between the regulatory approaches of U.S. agencies 
and those of their foreign counterparts might not be necessary and might 
impair the ability of American businesses to export and compete inter-
nationally. In meeting shared challenges involving health, safety, labor, se-
curity, environmental, and other issues, international regulatory coopera-
tion can identify approaches that are at least as protective as those that are 
or would be adopted in the absence of such cooperation. International regu-
latory cooperation can also reduce, eliminate, or prevent unnecessary dif-
ferences in regulatory requirements. 

Sec. 2. Coordination of International Regulatory Cooperation. (a) The Regu-
latory Working Group (Working Group) established by Executive Order 
12866 of September 30, 1993 (Regulatory Planning and Review), which was 
reaffirmed by Executive Order 13563, shall, as appropriate: 

(i) serve as a forum to discuss, coordinate, and develop a common under-
standing among agencies of U.S. Government positions and priorities 
with respect to: 

(A) international regulatory cooperation activities that are reasonably 
anticipated to lead to significant regulatory actions; 

(B) efforts across the Federal Government to support significant, cross- 
cutting international regulatory cooperation activities, such as the work 
of regulatory cooperation councils; and 

(C) the promotion of good regulatory practices internationally, as well 
as the promotion of U.S. regulatory approaches, as appropriate; and 
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(ii) examine, among other things: 

(A) appropriate strategies for engaging in the development of regu-
latory approaches through international regulatory cooperation, particu-
larly in emerging technology areas, when consistent with section 1 of 
this order; 

(B) best practices for international regulatory cooperation with respect 
to regulatory development, and, where appropriate, information ex-
change and other regulatory tools; and 

(C) factors that agencies should take into account when determining 
whether and how to consider other regulatory approaches under section 
3(d) of this order. 
(b) As Chair of the Working Group, the Administrator of the Office of 

Information and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA) of the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) shall convene the Working Group as necessary to discuss 
international regulatory cooperation issues as described above, and the 
Working Group shall include a representative from the Office of the United 
States Trade Representative and, as appropriate, representatives from other 
agencies and offices. 

(c) The activities of the Working Group, consistent with law, shall not 
duplicate the efforts of existing interagency bodies and coordination mech-
anisms. The Working Group shall consult with existing interagency bodies 
when appropriate. 

(d) To inform its discussions, and pursuant to section 4 of Executive 
Order 12866, the Working Group may commission analytical reports and 
studies by OIRA, the Administrative Conference of the United States, or 
any other relevant agency, and the Administrator of OIRA may solicit 
input, from time to time, from representatives of business, nongovern-
mental organizations, and the public. 

(e) The Working Group shall develop and issue guidelines on the appli-
cability and implementation of sections 2 through 4 of this order. 

(f) For purposes of this order, the Working Group shall operate by con-
sensus. 
Sec. 3. Responsibilities of Federal Agencies. To the extent permitted by 
law, and consistent with the principles and requirements of Executive 
Order 13563 and Executive Order 12866, each agency shall: 

(a) if required to submit a Regulatory Plan pursuant to Executive Order 
12866, include in that plan a summary of its international regulatory co-
operation activities that are reasonably anticipated to lead to significant 
regulations, with an explanation of how these activities advance the pur-
poses of Executive Order 13563 and this order; 

(b) ensure that significant regulations that the agency identifies as having 
significant international impacts are designated as such in the Unified 
Agenda of Federal Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions, on RegInfo.gov, 
and on Regulations.gov; 

(c) in selecting which regulations to include in its retrospective review 
plan, as required by Executive Order 13563, consider: 

(i) reforms to existing significant regulations that address unnecessary 
differences in regulatory requirements between the United States and its 
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major trading partners, consistent with section 1 of this order, when 
stakeholders provide adequate information to the agency establishing 
that the differences are unnecessary; and 
(ii) such reforms in other circumstances as the agency deems appro-
priate; and 
(d) for significant regulations that the agency identifies as having signifi-

cant international impacts, consider, to the extent feasible, appropriate, and 
consistent with law, any regulatory approaches by a foreign government 
that the United States has agreed to consider under a regulatory coopera-
tion council work plan. 
Sec. 4. Definitions. For purposes of this order: 

(a) ‘‘Agency’’ means any authority of the United States that is an ‘‘agen-
cy’’ under 44 U.S.C. 3502(1), other than those considered to be inde-
pendent regulatory agencies, as defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(5). 

(b) ‘‘International impact’’ is a direct effect that a proposed or final regu-
lation is expected to have on international trade and investment, or that 
otherwise may be of significant interest to the trading partners of the 
United States. 

(c) ‘‘International regulatory cooperation’’ refers to a bilateral, regional, 
or multilateral process, other than processes that are covered by section 
6(a)(ii), (iii), and (v) of this order, in which national governments engage 
in various forms of collaboration and communication with respect to regu-
lations, in particular a process that is reasonably anticipated to lead to the 
development of significant regulations. 

(d) ‘‘Regulation’’ shall have the same meaning as ‘‘regulation’’ or ‘‘rule’’ 
in section 3(d) of Executive Order 12866. 

(e) ‘‘Significant regulation’’ is a proposed or final regulation that con-
stitutes a significant regulatory action. 

(f) ‘‘Significant regulatory action’’ shall have the same meaning as in sec-
tion 3(f) of Executive Order 12866. 
Sec. 5. Independent Agencies. Independent regulatory agencies are encour-
aged to comply with the provisions of this order. 
Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to a department or agency, or the head 
thereof; 
(ii) the coordination and development of international trade policy and 
negotiations pursuant to section 411 of the Trade Agreements Act of 
1979 (19 U.S.C. 2451) and section 141 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
U.S.C. 2171); 
(iii) international trade activities undertaken pursuant to section 3 of the 
Act of February 14, 1903 (15 U.S.C. 1512), subtitle C of the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988, as amended (15 U.S.C. 4721 et seq.), and Reorga-
nization Plan No. 3 of 1979 (19 U.S.C. 2171 note); 
(iv) the authorization process for the negotiation and conclusion of inter-
national agreements pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(c) and its implementing 
regulations (22 C.F.R. 181.4) and implementing procedures (11 FAM 
720); 
(v) activities in connection with subchapter II of chapter 53 of title 31 
of the United States Code, title 26 of the United States Code, or Public 
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Law 111–203 and other laws relating to financial regulation; or (vi) the 
functions of the Director of OMB relating to budgetary, administrative, 
or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
May 1, 2012. 

Executive Order 13610 of May 10, 2012 

Identifying and Reducing Regulatory Burdens 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to modernize our regulatory 
system and to reduce unjustified regulatory burdens and costs, it is hereby 
ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Regulations play an indispensable role in protecting pub-
lic health, welfare, safety, and our environment, but they can also impose 
significant burdens and costs. During challenging economic times, we 
should be especially careful not to impose unjustified regulatory require-
ments. For this reason, it is particularly important for agencies to conduct 
retrospective analyses of existing rules to examine whether they remain jus-
tified and whether they should be modified or streamlined in light of 
changed circumstances, including the rise of new technologies. 

Executive Order 13563 of January 18, 2011 (Improving Regulation and Reg-
ulatory Review), states that our regulatory system ‘‘must measure, and seek 
to improve, the actual results of regulatory requirements.’’ To promote this 
goal, that Executive Order requires agencies not merely to conduct a single 
exercise, but to engage in ‘‘periodic review of existing significant regula-
tions.’’ Pursuant to section 6(b) of that Executive Order, agencies are re-
quired to develop retrospective review plans to review existing significant 
regulations in order to ‘‘determine whether any such regulations should be 
modified, streamlined, expanded, or repealed.’’ The purpose of this re-
quirement is to ‘‘make the agency’s regulatory program more effective or 
less burdensome in achieving the regulatory objectives.’’ 

In response to Executive Order 13563, agencies have developed and made 
available for public comment retrospective review plans that identify over 
five hundred initiatives. A small fraction of those initiatives, already final-
ized or formally proposed to the public, are anticipated to eliminate bil-
lions of dollars in regulatory costs and tens of millions of hours in annual 
paperwork burdens. Significantly larger savings are anticipated as the plans 
are implemented and as action is taken on additional initiatives. 
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As a matter of longstanding practice and to satisfy statutory obligations, 
many agencies engaged in periodic review of existing regulations prior to 
the issuance of Executive Order 13563. But further steps should be taken, 
consistent with law, agency resources, and regulatory priorities, to promote 
public participation in retrospective review, to modernize our regulatory 
system, and to institutionalize regular assessment of significant regulations. 

Sec. 2. Public Participation in Retrospective Review. Members of the public, 
including those directly and indirectly affected by regulations, as well as 
State, local, and tribal governments, have important information about the 
actual effects of existing regulations. For this reason, and consistent with 
Executive Order 13563, agencies shall invite, on a regular basis (to be deter-
mined by the agency head in consultation with the Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs (OIRA)), public suggestions about regulations in 
need of retrospective review and about appropriate modifications to such 
regulations. To promote an open exchange of information, retrospective 
analyses of regulations, including supporting data, shall be released to the 
public online wherever practicable. 

Sec. 3. Setting Priorities. In implementing and improving their retrospective 
review plans, and in considering retrospective review suggestions from the 
public, agencies shall give priority, consistent with law, to those initiatives 
that will produce significant quantifiable monetary savings or significant 
quantifiable reductions in paperwork burdens while protecting public 
health, welfare, safety, and our environment. To the extent practicable and 
permitted by law, agencies shall also give special consideration to initia-
tives that would reduce unjustified regulatory burdens or simplify or har-
monize regulatory requirements imposed on small businesses. Consistent 
with Executive Order 13563 and Executive Order 12866 of September 30, 
1993 (Regulatory Planning and Review), agencies shall give consideration 
to the cumulative effects of their own regulations, including cumulative 
burdens, and shall to the extent practicable and consistent with law give 
priority to reforms that would make significant progress in reducing those 
burdens while protecting public health, welfare, safety, and our environ-
ment. 

Sec. 4. Accountability. Agencies shall regularly report on the status of their 
retrospective review efforts to OIRA. Agency reports should describe 
progress, anticipated accomplishments, and proposed timelines for relevant 
actions, with an emphasis on the priorities described in section 3 of this 
order. Agencies shall submit draft reports to OIRA on September 10, 2012, 
and on the second Monday of January and July for each year thereafter, un-
less directed otherwise through subsequent guidance from OIRA. Agencies 
shall make final reports available to the public within a reasonable period 
(not to exceed three weeks from the date of submission of draft reports to 
OIRA). 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) For purposes of this order, ‘‘agency’’ means 
any authority of the United States that is an ‘‘agency’’ under 44 U.S.C. 
3502(1), other than those considered to be independent regulatory agencies, 
as defined in 44 U.S.C. 3502(5). 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to a department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 
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(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(c) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
May 10, 2012. 

Executive Order 13611 of May 16, 2012 

Blocking Property of Persons Threatening the Peace, 
Security, or Stability of Yemen 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) (NEA), and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, find that 
the actions and policies of certain members of the Government of Yemen 
and others threaten Yemen’s peace, security, and stability, including by ob-
structing the implementation of the agreement of November 23, 2011, be-
tween the Government of Yemen and those in opposition to it, which pro-
vides for a peaceful transition of power that meets the legitimate demands 
and aspirations of the Yemeni people for change, and by obstructing the 
political process in Yemen. I further find that these actions constitute an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy 
of the United States, and I hereby declare a national emergency to deal 
with that threat. I hereby order: 

Section 1. All property and interests in property that are in the United 
States, that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter 
come within the possession or control of any United States person, includ-
ing any foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not 
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in: any person 
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, to: 

(a) have engaged in acts that directly or indirectly threaten the peace, se-
curity, or stability of Yemen, such as acts that obstruct the implementation 
of the agreement of November 23, 2011, between the Government of Yemen 
and those in opposition to it, which provides for a peaceful transition of 
power in Yemen, or that obstruct the political process in Yemen; 

(b) be a political or military leader of an entity that has engaged in the 
acts described in subsection (a) of this section; 
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(c) have materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, material, 
or technological support for, or goods or services to or in support of, the 
acts described in subsection (a) of this section or any person whose prop-
erty and interests in property are blocked pursuant to this order; or 

(d) be owned or controlled by, or to have acted or purported to act for 
or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 2. I hereby determine that the making of donations of the type of arti-
cles specified in section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) by, to, 
or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests in property 
are blocked pursuant to section 1 of this order would seriously impair my 
ability to deal with the national emergency declared in this order, and I 
hereby prohibit such donations as provided by section 1 of this order. 

Sec. 3. The prohibitions in section 1 of this order include but are not lim-
ited to: 

(a) the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices by, to, or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests 
in property are blocked pursuant to this order; and 

(b) the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices from any such person. 

Sec. 4. The prohibitions in section 1 of this order apply except to the ex-
tent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effective date 
of this order. 

Sec. 5. Nothing in section 1 of this order shall prohibit transactions for the 
conduct of the official business of the United States Government by em-
ployees, grantees, or contractors thereof. 

Sec. 6. (a) Any transaction that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, causes a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the pro-
hibitions set forth in this order is prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 

Sec. 7. For the purposes of this order: 

(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual or entity; 

(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; and 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States. 

Sec. 8. For those persons whose property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to this order who might have a constitutional presence 
in the United States, I find that because of the ability to transfer funds or 
other assets instantaneously, prior notice to such persons of measures to be 
taken pursuant to this order would render those measures ineffectual. I 
therefore determine that for these measures to be effective in addressing the 
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national emergency declared in this order, there need be no prior notice 
of a listing or determination made pursuant to section 1 of this order. 

Sec. 9. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order. 
The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of these functions to 
other officers and agencies of the United States Government consistent with 
applicable law. All agencies of the United States Government are hereby 
directed to take all appropriate measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 10. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to submit the recurring and final reports to 
the Congress on the national emergency declared in this order, consistent 
with section 401(c) of the NEA (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)) and section 204(c) of 
IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1703(c)). 

Sec. 11. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
May 16, 2012. 

Executive Order 13612 of May 21, 2012 

Providing an Order of Succession Within the Department of 
Agriculture 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq. (the ‘‘Act’’), it is hereby or-
dered that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. (a) Subject to the provisions of section 2 
of this order, and to the limitations set forth in the Act, the following offi-
cials of the Department of Agriculture, in the order listed, shall act as and 
perform the functions and duties of the office of Secretary of Agriculture 
(Secretary) during any period in which both the Secretary and the Deputy 
Secretary of Agriculture (Deputy Secretary) have died, resigned, or are oth-
erwise unable to perform the functions and duties of the office of Secretary: 

(1) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Farm and Foreign Agricultural 
Services; 

(2) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Food, Nutrition, and Consumer 
Services; 

(3) Assistant Secretary of Agriculture for Administration; 

(4) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Research, Education, and Econom-
ics; 
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(5) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Food Safety; 

(6) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Natural Resources and Environ-
ment; 

(7) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Rural Development; 

(8) Under Secretary of Agriculture for Marketing and Regulatory Pro-
grams; 

(9) General Counsel of the Department of Agriculture; 

(10) Chief of Staff, Office of the Secretary; 

(11) State Executive Directors of the Farm Service Agency for the States 
of California, Iowa, and Kansas, in order of seniority fixed by length of 
unbroken service as State Executive Director of that State; 

(12) Regional Administrators of the Food and Nutrition Service for the 
Mountain Plains Regional Office (Denver, Colorado), Midwest Regional 
Office (Chicago, Illinois), and Western Regional Office (San Francisco, 
California), in order of seniority fixed by length of unbroken service as 
Regional Administrator of that Regional Office; 

(13) Chief Financial Officer of the Department of Agriculture; 

(14) Assistant Secretary of Agriculture (Civil Rights); and 

(15) Assistant Secretary of Agriculture (Congressional Relations). 

(b) If any two or more individuals designated in paragraph (11) or (12) 
of subsection (a) were sworn in to, or commenced service in, their respec-
tive offices on the same day, precedence shall be determined by the alpha-
betical order of the State in which the individual serves. 

Sec. 2. Exceptions. (a) No individual who is serving in an office listed in 
section 1(a)(1)–(15) of this order in an acting capacity shall, by virtue of 
so serving, act as Secretary pursuant to this order. 

(b) No individual who is serving in an office listed in section 1(a)(1)– 
(15) of this order shall act as Secretary unless that individual is otherwise 
eligible to so serve under the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this order, the President retains 
discretion, to the extent permitted by law, to depart from this order in des-
ignating an acting Secretary. 

Sec. 3. Revocation. Executive Order 13542 of May 13, 2010 (Providing an 
Order of Succession Within the Department of Agriculture), is hereby re-
voked. 

Sec. 4. Judicial Review. This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

May 21, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13613 of May 21, 2012 

Providing an Order of Succession Within the Department of 
Commerce 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq. (the ‘‘Act’’), it is hereby or-
dered that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. Subject to the provisions of section 2 of 
this order, and to the limitations set forth in the Act, the following officials 
of the Department of Commerce, in the order listed, shall act as and per-
form the functions and duties of the office of the Secretary of Commerce 
(Secretary) during any period in which the Secretary has died, resigned, or 
otherwise become unable to perform the functions and duties of the office 
of the Secretary: 

(a) Deputy Secretary of Commerce; 

(b) General Counsel of the Department of Commerce; 

(c) Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade; 

(d) Under Secretary of Commerce for Economic Affairs; 

(e) Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards and Technology; 

(f) Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and Ad-
ministrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration; 

(g) Under Secretary of Commerce for Export Administration; 

(h) Chief Financial Officer of the Department of Commerce and Assistant 
Secretary of Commerce (Administration); and 

(i) The Boulder Laboratories Site Manager, National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology. 

Sec. 2. Exceptions. (a) No individual who is serving in an office listed in 
section 1(a)–(i) of this order in an acting capacity shall, by virtue of so serv-
ing, act as Secretary pursuant to this order. 

(b) No individual listed in section 1(a)–(i) of this order shall act as Sec-
retary unless that individual is otherwise eligible to so serve under the Act, 
as amended. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this order, the President retains 
discretion, to the extent permitted by law, to depart from this order in des-
ignating an acting Secretary. 

Sec. 3. Revocation. Executive Order 13242 of December 18, 2001 (Providing 
An Order of Succession Within the Department of Commerce) and Memo-
randum for the Secretary of Commerce of October 3, 2002 (Designation of 
Officers of the Department of Commerce to Act as Secretary of Commerce) 
are hereby revoked. 
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Sec. 4. Judicial Review. This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
May 21, 2012. 

Executive Order 13614 of May 21, 2012 

Providing an Order of Succession Within the Environmental 
Protection Agency 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq. (the ‘‘Act’’), it is hereby or-
dered that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. Subject to the provisions of section 2 of 
this order, and to the limitations set forth in the Act, the following officials 
of the Environmental Protection Agency, in the order listed, shall act as 
and perform the functions and duties of the office of the Administrator of 
the Environmental Protection Agency (Administrator) during any period in 
which the Administrator and the Deputy Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency have died, resigned, or become otherwise unable 
to perform the functions and duties of the office of Administrator: 

(a) General Counsel; 

(b) Assistant Administrator, Office of Solid Waste; 

(c) Assistant Administrator for Toxic Substances (also known as the As-
sistant Administrator for the Office of Chemical Safety and Pollution Pre-
vention); 

(d) Assistant Administrator for the Office of Air and Radiation; 

(e) Assistant Administrator for the Office of Water; 

(f) Assistant Administrator for the Office of Enforcement and Compliance 
Assurance; 

(g) Chief Financial Officer; 

(h) Assistant Administrator for the Office of Research and Development; 

(i) Assistant Administrator for the Office of International and Tribal Af-
fairs; 

(j) Assistant Administrator for the Office of Administration and Re-
sources Management; 

(k) Assistant Administrator for the Office of Environmental Information; 

(l) Regional Administrator, Region VIII; and 

(m) Deputy Regional Administrator, Region II. 
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Sec. 2. Exceptions. (a) No individual who is serving in an office listed in 
section 1(a)–(m) of this order in an acting capacity shall, by virtue of so 
serving, act as Administrator pursuant to this order. 

(b) No individual listed in section 1(a)–(m) of this order shall act as Ad-
ministrator unless that individual is otherwise eligible to so serve under 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998, as amended. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this order, the President retains 
discretion, to the extent permitted by law, to depart from this order in des-
ignating an acting Administrator. 
Sec. 3. Revocation. Executive Order 13261 of March 19, 2002 (Providing an 
Order of Succession in the Environmental Protection Agency and Amend-
ing Certain Orders on Succession) and Executive Order 13344 of July 7, 
2004 (Amending Executive Order 13261 on the Order of Succession in the 
Environmental Protection Agency), are hereby revoked. 

Sec. 4. Judicial Review. This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
May 21, 2012. 

Executive Order 13615 of May 21, 2012 

Providing an Order of Succession Within the Office of 
Management and Budget 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998, as amended, 5 U.S.C. 3345 et seq. (the ‘‘Act’’), it is hereby or-
dered that: 

Section 1. Order of Succession. Subject to the provisions of section 2 of 
this order, and to the limitations set forth in the Act, the following officers 
of the Office of Management and Budget, in the order listed, shall act as 
and perform the functions and duties of the office of Director during any 
period in which both the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
(Director) and the Deputy Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
(Deputy Director) have died, resigned, or otherwise become unable to per-
form the functions and duties of the office of Director: 

(a) Deputy Director for Management; 

(b) Executive Associate Director; 

(c) Associate Director (National Security Programs); 

(d) Associate Director (General Government Programs); 

(e) Associate Director (Education, Income Maintenance, and Labor Pro-
grams); 

(f) Associate Director (Health Programs); 
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(g) Associate Director (Natural Resource Programs); 

(h) General Counsel; 

(i) Administrator for Federal Procurement Policy; 

(j) Administrator of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs; 

(k) Controller, Office of Federal Financial Management; 

(l) Administrator of the Office of Electronic Government; and 

(m) Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordinator. 
Sec. 2. Exceptions. (a) No individual who is serving in an office listed in 
section 1(a)–(m) of this order in an acting capacity, by virtue of so serving, 
shall act as Director pursuant to this order. 

(b) No individual listed in section 1(a)–(m) of this order shall act as Di-
rector unless that individual is otherwise eligible to so serve under the Act. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this order, the President retains 
discretion, to the extent permitted by law, to depart from this order in des-
ignating an acting Director. 
Sec. 3. Revocation. Executive Order 13370 of January 13, 2005 (Providing 
an Order of Succession in the Office of Management and Budget), is hereby 
revoked. 

Sec. 4. Judicial Review. This order is not intended to, and does not, create 
any right or benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity by any party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or 
entities, its officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
May 21, 2012. 

Executive Order 13616 of June 14, 2012 

Accelerating Broadband Infrastructure Deployment 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, and in order to facilitate broadband deployment on Federal 
lands, buildings, and rights of way, federally assisted highways, and tribal 
and individual Indian trust lands (tribal lands), particularly in underserved 
communities, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Broadband access is essential to the Nation’s global com-
petitiveness in the 21st century, driving job creation, promoting innovation, 
and expanding markets for American businesses. Broadband access also af-
fords public safety agencies the opportunity for greater levels of effective-
ness and interoperability. While broadband infrastructure has been de-
ployed in a vast majority of communities across the country, today too 
many areas still lack adequate access to this crucial resource. For these 
areas, decisions on access to Federal property and rights of way can be es-
sential to the deployment of both wired and wireless broadband infrastruc-
ture. The Federal Government controls nearly 30 percent of all land in the 
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United States, owns thousands of buildings, and provides substantial fund-
ing for State and local transportation infrastructure, creating significant op-
portunities for executive departments and agencies (agencies) to help ex-
pand broadband infrastructure. 

Sec. 2. Broadband Deployment on Federal Property Working Group. (a) In 
order to ensure a coordinated and consistent approach in implementing 
agency procedures, requirements, and policies related to access to Federal 
lands, buildings, and rights of way, federally assisted highways, and tribal 
lands to advance broadband deployment, there is established a Broadband 
Deployment on Federal Property Working Group (Working Group), to be 
co-chaired by representatives designated by the Administrator of General 
Services and the Secretary of Homeland Security (Co-Chairs) from their re-
spective agencies, in consultation with the Director of the Office of Science 
and Technology Policy (Director) and in coordination with the Chief Per-
formance Officer (CPO). 

(b) The Working Group shall be composed of: 
(i) a representative from each of the following agencies, and the Co- 
Chairs, all of which have significant ownership of, or responsibility for 
managing, Federal lands, buildings, and rights of way, federally assisted 
highways, and tribal lands (Broadband Member Agencies): 

(1) the Department of Defense; 

(2) the Department of the Interior; 

(3) the Department of Agriculture; 

(4) the Department of Commerce; 

(5) the Department of Transportation; 

(6) the Department of Veterans Affairs; and 

(7) the United States Postal Service; 

(ii) a representative from each of the following agencies or offices, to pro-
vide advice and assistance: 

(1) the Federal Communications Commission; 

(2) the Council on Environmental Quality; 

(3) the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation; and 

(4) the National Security Staff; and 

(iii) representatives from such other agencies or offices as the Co-Chairs 
may invite to participate. 

(c) Within 1 year of the date of this order, the Working Group shall report 
to the Steering Committee on Federal Infrastructure Permitting and Review 
Process Improvement, established pursuant to Executive Order 13604 of 
March 22, 2012 (Improving Performance of Federal Permitting and Review 
of Infrastructure Projects), on the progress that has been made in imple-
menting the actions mandated by sections 3 through 5 of this order. 

Sec. 3. Coordinating Consistent and Efficient Federal Broadband Proce-
dures, Requirements, and Policies. (a) Each Broadband Member Agency, 
following coordination with other Broadband Member Agencies and inter-
ested non-member agencies, shall: 
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(i) develop and implement a strategy to facilitate the timely and efficient 
deployment of broadband facilities on Federal lands, buildings, and 
rights of way, federally assisted highways, and tribal lands, that: 

(1) ensures a consistent approach across the Federal Government that fa-
cilitates broadband deployment processes and decisions, including by: 
avoiding duplicative reviews; coordinating review processes; providing 
clear notice of all application and other requirements; ensuring con-
sistent interpretation and application of all procedures, requirements, 
and policies; supporting decisions on deployment of broadband service 
to those living on tribal lands consistent with existing statutes, treaties, 
and trust responsibilities; and ensuring the public availability of current 
information on these matters; 

(2) where beneficial and appropriate, includes procedures for coordina-
tion with State, local, and tribal governments, and other appropriate enti-
ties; 

(3) is coordinated with appropriate external stakeholders, as determined 
by each Broadband Member Agency, prior to implementation; and 

(4) is provided to the Co-Chairs within 180 days of the date of this order; 
and 

(ii) provide comprehensive and current information on accessing Federal 
lands, buildings, and rights of way, federally assisted highways, and trib-
al lands for the deployment of broadband facilities, and develop strate-
gies to increase the usefulness and accessibility of this information, in-
cluding ensuring such information is available online and in a format 
that is compatible with appropriate Government websites, such as the 
Federal Infrastructure Projects Dashboard created pursuant to my memo-
randum of August 31, 2011 (Speeding Infrastructure Development 
Through More Efficient and Effective Permitting and Environmental Re-
view). 

(b) The activities conducted pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, par-
ticularly with respect to the establishment of timelines for permitting and 
review processes, shall be consistent with Executive Order 13604 and with 
the Federal Plan and Agency Plans to be developed pursuant to that order. 

(c) The Co-Chairs, in consultation with the Director and in coordination 
with the CPO, shall coordinate, review, and monitor the development and 
implementation of the strategies required by paragraph (a)(i) of this section. 

(d) Broadband Member Agencies may limit the information made available 
pursuant to paragraph (a)(ii) of this section as appropriate to accommodate 
national security, public safety, and privacy concerns. 

Sec. 4. Contracts, Applications, and Permits. (a) Section 6409 of the Middle 
Class Tax Relief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (Public Law 112–96) contains 
provisions addressing access to Federal property for the deployment of 
wireless broadband facilities, including requirements that the General Serv-
ices Administration (GSA) develop application forms, master contracts, and 
fees for such access. The GSA shall consult with the Working Group in de-
veloping these application forms, master contracts, and fees. 

(b) To the extent not already addressed by section 6409, each Broadband 
Member Agency with responsibility for managing Federal lands, buildings, 
or rights of way (as determined by the Co-Chairs) shall, in coordination 
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with the Working Group and within 1 year of the date of this order, de-
velop and use one or more templates for uniform contract, application, and 
permit terms to facilitate nongovernment entities’ use of Federal property 
for the deployment of broadband facilities. The templates shall, where ap-
propriate, allow for access by multiple broadband service providers and 
public safety entities. To ensure a consistent approach across the Federal 
Government and different broadband technologies, the templates shall, to 
the extent practicable and efficient, provide equal access to Federal prop-
erty for the deployment of wireline and wireless facilities. 

Sec. 5. Deployment of Conduit for Broadband Facilities in Conjunction with 
Federal or Federally Assisted Highway Construction. (a) The installation of 
underground fiber conduit along highway and roadway rights of way can 
improve traffic flow and safety through implementation of intelligent trans-
portation systems (ITS) and reduce the cost of future broadband deploy-
ment. Accordingly, within 1 year of the date of this order: 

(i) the Department of Transportation, in consultation with the Working 
Group, shall review dig once requirements in its existing programs and 
implement a flexible set of best practices that can accommodate changes 
in broadband technology and minimize excavations consistent with com-
petitive broadband deployment; 

(ii) the Department of Transportation shall work with State and local 
governments to help them develop and implement best practices on such 
matters as establishing dig once requirements, effectively using private 
investment in State ITS infrastructure, determining fair market value for 
rights of way on federally assisted highways, and reestablishing any 
highway assets disturbed by installation; 

(iii) the Department of the Interior and other Broadband Member Agen-
cies with responsibility for federally owned highways and rights of way 
on tribal lands (as determined by the Co-Chairs) shall revise their proce-
dures, requirements, and policies to include the use of dig once require-
ments and similar policies to encourage the deployment of broadband in-
frastructure in conjunction with Federal highway construction, as well as 
to provide for the reestablishment of any highway assets disturbed by in-
stallation; 

(iv) the Department of Transportation, after outreach to relevant non-
federal stakeholders, shall review and, if necessary, revise its guidance 
to State departments of transportation on allowing for-profit or other en-
tities to accommodate or construct, safely and securely maintain, and uti-
lize broadband facilities on State and locally owned rights of way in 
order to reflect changes in broadband technologies and markets and to 
promote competitive broadband infrastructure deployment; and 

(v) the Department of Transportation, in consultation with the Working 
Group and the American Association of State Highway and Transpor-
tation Officials, shall create an online platform that States and counties 
may use to aggregate and make publicly available their rights of way 
laws and joint occupancy guidelines and agreements. 

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term ‘‘dig once requirements’’ 
means requirements designed to reduce the number and scale of repeated 
excavations for the installation and maintenance of broadband facilities in 
rights of way. 
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Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent 
with all applicable laws, treaties, and trust obligations, and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) Independent agencies are strongly encouraged to comply with this 
order. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
June 14, 2012. 

Executive Order 13617 of June 25, 2012 

Blocking Property of the Government of the Russian 
Federation Relating to the Disposition of Highly Enriched 
Uranium Extracted From Nuclear Weapons 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) (NEA), and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, in view of 
the policies underlying Executive Order 12938 of November 14, 1994, and 
Executive Order 13085 of May 26, 1998, and the restrictions put in place 
pursuant to Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000, find that the risk of 
nuclear proliferation created by the accumulation of a large volume of 
weapons-usable fissile material in the territory of the Russian Federation 
continues to constitute an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the United States, and hereby declare a na-
tional emergency to deal with that threat. I hereby order: 

Section 1. A major national security goal of the United States is to ensure 
that fissile material removed from Russian nuclear weapons pursuant to 
various arms control and disarmament agreements is dedicated to peaceful 
uses, subject to transparency measures, and protected from diversion to ac-
tivities of proliferation concern. As reflected in Executive Order 13085, the 
full implementation of the Agreement Between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Government of the Russian Federation 
Concerning the Disposition of Highly Enriched Uranium Extracted from 
Nuclear Weapons, dated February 18, 1993, and related contracts and 
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agreements (collectively, the ‘‘HEU Agreements’’) is essential to the attain-
ment of this goal. The HEU Agreements provide for the conversion of ap-
proximately 500 metric tons of highly enriched uranium contained in Rus-
sian nuclear weapons into low-enriched uranium for use as fuel in com-
mercial nuclear reactors. In furtherance of our national security goals, all 
heads of departments and agencies of the United States Government shall 
continue to take all appropriate measures within their authority to further 
the full implementation of the HEU Agreements. 

Sec. 2. Government of the Russian Federation assets directly related to the 
implementation of the HEU Agreements currently may be subject to attach-
ment, judgment, decree, lien, execution, garnishment, or other judicial 
process, thereby jeopardizing the full implementation of the HEU Agree-
ments to the detriment of U.S. foreign policy. In order to ensure the preser-
vation and proper and complete transfer to the Government of the Russian 
Federation of all payments due to it under the HEU Agreements, and ex-
cept to the extent provided in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, or that were issued pursuant to 
Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000, all property and interests in prop-
erty of the Government of the Russian Federation directly related to the im-
plementation of the HEU Agreements that are in the United States, that 
hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter come with-
in the possession or control of any United States persons, including any 
foreign branch, are blocked and may not be transferred, paid, exported, 
withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in. Unless licensed or authorized pursuant 
to this order, or Executive Order 13159 of June 21, 2000, any attachment, 
judgment, decree, lien, execution, garnishment, or other judicial process is 
null and void with respect to any property or interest in property blocked 
pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 3. (a) Any transaction that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, causes a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the pro-
hibitions set forth in this order is prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 
Sec. 4. For the purposes of this order: 

(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual or entity; 

(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States; and 

(d) the term ‘‘Government of the Russian Federation’’ means the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation, any political subdivision, agency, or in-
strumentality thereof, and any person owned or controlled by, or acting for 
or on behalf of, the Government of the Russian Federation. 
Sec. 5. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of Energy, and, as appropriate, other agencies, is 
hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulgation of rules 
and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the President by 
IEEPA, as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order. The 
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Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of these functions to other of-
ficers and agencies of the United States Government consistent with appli-
cable law. All agencies of the United States Government are hereby di-
rected to take all appropriate measures within their statutory authority to 
carry out the provisions of this order. 

(b) Nothing contained in this order shall relieve a person from any re-
quirement to obtain a license or other authorization from any department 
or agency of the United States Government in compliance with applicable 
laws and regulations subject to the jurisdiction of the department or agen-
cy. 
Sec. 6. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to submit the recurring and final reports to 
the Congress on the national emergency declared in this order, consistent 
with section 401(c) of the NEA (50 U.S.C. 1641(c)) and section 204(c) of 
IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1703(c)). 

Sec. 7. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
June 25, 2012. 

Executive Order 13618 of July 6, 2012 

Assignment of National Security and Emergency 
Preparedness Communications Functions 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The Federal Government must have the ability to com-
municate at all times and under all circumstances to carry out its most crit-
ical and time sensitive missions. Survivable, resilient, enduring, and effec-
tive communications, both domestic and international, are essential to en-
able the executive branch to communicate within itself and with: the legis-
lative and judicial branches; State, local, territorial, and tribal governments; 
private sector entities; and the public, allies, and other nations. Such com-
munications must be possible under all circumstances to ensure national 
security, effectively manage emergencies, and improve national resilience. 
The views of all levels of government, the private and nonprofit sectors, 
and the public must inform the development of national security and emer-
gency preparedness (NS/EP) communications policies, programs, and capa-
bilities. 

Sec. 2. Executive Office Responsibilities. 

Sec. 2.1. Policy coordination, guidance, dispute resolution, and periodic in- 
progress reviews for the functions described and assigned herein shall be 
provided through the interagency process established in Presidential Policy 
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Directive-1 of February 13, 2009 (Organization of the National Security 
Council System) (PPD–1). 

Sec. 2.2. The Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP) shall: (a) issue an annual memorandum to the NS/EP Communica-
tions Executive Committee (established in section 3 of this order) high-
lighting national priorities for Executive Committee analyses, studies, re-
search, and development regarding NS/EP communications; 

(b) advise the President on the prioritization of radio spectrum and wired 
communications that support NS/EP functions; and 

(c) have access to all appropriate information related to the test, exercise, 
evaluation, and readiness of the capabilities of all existing and planned NS/ 
EP communications systems, networks, and facilities to meet all executive 
branch NS/EP requirements. 

Sec. 2.3. The Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism and the Director of OSTP shall make recommendations to 
the President, informed by the interagency policy process established in 
PPD–1, with respect to the exercise of authorities assigned to the President 
under section 706 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (47 
U.S.C. 606). The Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism and the Director of OSTP shall also jointly monitor the 
exercise of these authorities, in the event of any delegation, through the 
process established in PPD–1 or as the President otherwise may direct. 

Sec. 3. The NS/EP Communications Executive Committee. 

Sec. 3.1. There is established an NS/EP Communications Executive Com-
mittee (Executive Committee) to serve as a forum to address NS/EP commu-
nications matters. 

Sec. 3.2. The Executive Committee shall be composed of Assistant Sec-
retary-level or equivalent representatives designated by the heads of the De-
partments of State, Defense, Justice, Commerce, and Homeland Security, 
the Office of the Director of National Intelligence (DNI), the General Serv-
ices Administration, and the Federal Communications Commission, as well 
as such additional agencies as the Executive Committee may designate. The 
designees of the Secretary of Homeland Security and the Secretary of De-
fense shall serve as Co-Chairs of the Executive Committee. 

Sec. 3.3. The responsibilities of the Executive Committee shall be to: (a) ad-
vise and make policy recommendations to the President, through the PPD– 
1 process, on enhancing the survivability, resilience, and future architec-
ture of NS/EP communications, including what should constitute NS/EP 
communications requirements; 

(b) develop a long-term strategic vision for NS/EP communications and 
propose funding requirements and plans to the President and the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), through the PPD–1 proc-
ess, for NS/EP communications initiatives that benefit multiple agencies or 
other Federal entities; 

(c) coordinate the planning for, and provision of, NS/EP communications 
for the Federal Government under all hazards; 
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(d) promote the incorporation of the optimal combination of hardness, 
redundancy, mobility, connectivity, interoperability, restorability, and secu-
rity to obtain, to the maximum extent practicable, the survivability of NS/ 
EP communications under all circumstances; 

(e) recommend to the President, through the PPD–1 process, the regimes 
to test, exercise, and evaluate the capabilities of existing and planned com-
munications systems, networks, or facilities to meet all executive branch 
NS/EP communications requirements, including any recommended reme-
dial actions; 

(f) provide quarterly updates to the Assistant to the President for Home-
land Security and Counterterrorism and the Director of OSTP, through the 
Co-Chairs, on the status of Executive Committee activities and develop an 
annual NS/EP communications strategic agenda utilizing the PPD–1 proc-
ess; 

(g) enable industry input with respect to the responsibilities established 
in this section; and 

(h) develop, approve, and maintain a charter for the Executive Com-
mittee. 
Sec. 4. Executive Committee Joint Program Office. 

Sec. 4.1. The Secretary of Homeland Security shall establish an Executive 
Committee Joint Program Office (JPO) to provide full-time, expert, and ad-
ministrative support for the Executive Committee’s performance of its re-
sponsibilities under section 3.3 of this order. Staff of the JPO shall include 
detailees, as needed and appropriate, from agencies represented on the Ex-
ecutive Committee. The Department of Homeland Security shall provide re-
sources to support the JPO. The JPO shall be responsive to the guidance 
of the Executive Committee. 

Sec. 4.2. The responsibilities of the JPO shall include: coordination of pro-
grams that support NS/EP missions, priorities, goals, and policy; and, when 
directed by the Executive Committee, the convening of governmental and 
nongovernmental groups (consistent with the Federal Advisory Committees 
Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.)), coordination of activities, and develop-
ment of policies for senior official review and approval. 

Sec. 5. Specific Department and Agency Responsibilities. 

Sec. 5.1. The Secretary of Defense shall: (a) oversee the development, test-
ing, implementation, and sustainment of NS/EP communications that are 
directly responsive to the national security needs of the President, Vice 
President, and senior national leadership, including: communications with 
or among the President, Vice President, White House staff, heads of state 
and government, and Nuclear Command and Control leadership; Con-
tinuity of Government communications; and communications among the 
executive, judicial, and legislative branches to support Enduring Constitu-
tional Government; 

(b) incorporate, integrate, and ensure interoperability and the optimal 
combination of hardness, redundancy, mobility, connectivity, interoper-
ability, restorability, and security to obtain, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the survivability of NS/EP communications defined in section 
5.1(a) of this order under all circumstances, including conditions of crisis 
or emergency; 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:09 Jun 28, 2013 Jkt 229006 PO 00000 Frm 00289 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\229006T.XXX 229006Trm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



276 

Title 3—The President EO 13618 

(c) provide to the Executive Committee the technical support necessary 
to develop and maintain plans adequate to provide for the security and 
protection of NS/EP communications; and 

(d) provide, operate, and maintain communication services and facilities 
adequate to execute responsibilities consistent with Executive Order 12333 
of December 4, 1981, as amended. 
Sec. 5.2. The Secretary of Homeland Security shall: (a) oversee the develop-
ment, testing, implementation, and sustainment of NS/EP communications, 
including: communications that support Continuity of Government; Fed-
eral, State, local, territorial, and tribal emergency preparedness and re-
sponse communications; non-military executive branch communications 
systems; critical infrastructure protection networks; and non-military com-
munications networks, particularly with respect to prioritization and res-
toration; 

(b) incorporate, integrate, and ensure interoperability and the necessary 
combination of hardness, redundancy, mobility, connectivity, interoper-
ability, restorability, and security to obtain, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the survivability of NS/EP communications defined in section 
5.2(a) of this order under all circumstances, including conditions of crisis 
or emergency; 

(c) provide to the Executive Committee the technical support necessary 
to develop and maintain plans adequate to provide for the security and 
protection of NS/EP communications; 

(d) receive, integrate, and disseminate NS/EP communications informa-
tion to the Federal Government and State, local, territorial, and tribal gov-
ernments, as appropriate, to establish situational awareness, priority setting 
recommendations, and a common operating picture for NS/EP communica-
tions information; 

(e) satisfy priority communications requirements through the use of com-
mercial, Government, and privately owned communications resources, 
when appropriate; 

(f) maintain a joint industry-Government center that is capable of assist-
ing in the initiation, coordination, restoration, and reconstitution of NS/EP 
communications services or facilities under all conditions of emerging 
threats, crisis, or emergency; 

(g) serve as the Federal lead for the prioritized restoration of communica-
tions infrastructure and coordinate the prioritization and restoration of 
communications, including resolution of any conflicts in or among prior-
ities, in coordination with the Secretary of Defense when activities ref-
erenced in section 5.1(a) of this order are impacted, consistent with the Na-
tional Response Framework. If conflicts in or among priorities cannot be 
resolved between the Departments of Defense and Homeland Security, they 
shall be referred for resolution in accordance with section 2.1 of this order; 
and 

(h) within 60 days of the date of this order, in consultation with the Ex-
ecutive Committee where appropriate, develop and submit to the President, 
through the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and Counter-
terrorism, a detailed plan that describes the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s organization and management structure for its NS/EP communica-
tions functions, including the Government Emergency Telecommunications 
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Service, Wireless Priority Service, Telecommunications Service Priority 
program, Next Generation Network Priority program, the Executive Com-
mittee JPO, and relevant supporting entities. 
Sec. 5.3. The Secretary of Commerce shall: (a) provide advice and guidance 
to the Executive Committee on the use of technical standards and metrics 
to support execution of NS/EP communications; 

(b) identify for the Executive Committee requirements for additional 
technical standards and metrics to enhance NS/EP communications; 

(c) engage with relevant standards development organizations to develop 
appropriate technical standards and metrics to enhance NS/EP communica-
tions; 

(d) develop plans and procedures concerning radio spectrum allocations, 
assignments, and priorities for use by agencies and executive offices; 

(e) develop, maintain, and publish policies, plans, and procedures for the 
management and use of radio frequency assignments, including the author-
ity to amend, modify, or revoke such assignments, in those parts of the 
electromagnetic spectrum assigned to the Federal Government; and 

(f) administer a system of radio spectrum priorities for those spectrum- 
dependent telecommunications resources belonging to and operated by the 
Federal Government and certify or approve such radio spectrum priorities, 
including the resolution of conflicts in or among such radio spectrum pri-
orities during a crisis or emergency. 
Sec. 5.4. The Administrator of General Services shall provide and maintain 
a common Federal acquisition approach that allows for the efficient cen-
tralized purchasing of equipment and services that meet NS/EP commu-
nications requirements. Nothing in this section shall be construed to impair 
or otherwise affect the procurement authorities granted by law to an agency 
or the head thereof. 

Sec. 5.5. With respect to the Intelligence Community, the DNI, after con-
sultation with the heads of affected agencies, may issue such policy direc-
tives and guidance as the DNI deems necessary to implement this order. 
Procedures or other guidance issued by the heads of elements of the Intel-
ligence Community shall be in accordance with such policy directives or 
guidelines issued by the DNI. 

Sec. 5.6. The Federal Communications Commission performs such func-
tions as are required by law, including: (a) with respect to all entities li-
censed or regulated by the Federal Communications Commission: the ex-
tension, discontinuance, or reduction of common carrier facilities or serv-
ices; the control of common carrier rates, charges, practices, and classifica-
tions; the construction, authorization, activation, deactivation, or closing of 
radio stations, services, and facilities; the assignment of radio frequencies 
to Federal Communications Commission licensees; the investigation of vio-
lations of pertinent law; and the assessment of communications service 
provider emergency needs and resources; and 

(b) supporting the continuous operation and restoration of critical com-
munications systems and services by assisting the Secretary of Homeland 
Security with infrastructure damage assessment and restoration, and by 
providing the Secretary of Homeland Security with information collected 
by the Federal Communications Commission on communications infra-
structure, service outages, and restoration, as appropriate. 
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Sec. 6. General Agency Responsibilities. All agencies, to the extent con-
sistent with law, shall: (a) determine the scope of their NS/EP communica-
tions requirements, and provide information regarding such requirements 
to the Executive Committee; 

(b) prepare policies, plans, and procedures concerning communications 
facilities, services, or equipment under their management or operational 
control to maximize their capability to respond to the NS/EP needs of the 
Federal Government; 

(c) propose initiatives, where possible, that may benefit multiple agen-
cies or other Federal entities; 

(d) administer programs that support broad NS/EP communications goals 
and policies; 

(e) submit reports annually, or as otherwise requested, to the Executive 
Committee, regarding agency NS/EP communications activities; 

(f) devise internal acquisition strategies in support of the centralized ac-
quisition approach provided by the General Services Administration pursu-
ant to section 5.4 of this order; and 

(g) provide the Secretary of Homeland Security with timely reporting on 
NS/EP communications status to inform the common operating picture re-
quired under 6 U.S.C. 321(d). 

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) For the purposes of this order, the word 
‘‘agency’’ shall have the meaning set forth in section 6.1(b) of Executive 
Order 13526 of December 29, 2009. 

(b) Executive Order 12472 of April 3, 1984, as amended, is hereby re-
voked. 

(c) Executive Order 12382 of September 13, 1982, as amended, is further 
amended by striking the following language from section 2(e): ‘‘in his ca-
pacity as Executive Agent for the National Communications System’’. 

(d) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an agency, or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the OMB relating to budgetary, ad-
ministrative, or legislative proposals. 

(e) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(f) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

July 6, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13619 of July 11, 2012 

Blocking Property of Persons Threatening the Peace, 
Security, or Stability of Burma 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), section 212(f) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act of 1952, as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of 
title 3, United States Code, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, hereby 
modify the scope of the national emergency declared in Executive Order 
13047 of May 20, 1997, as modified in scope in Executive Order 13448 of 
October 18, 2007, and relied upon for additional steps taken in Executive 
Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, Executive Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, 
and Executive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008. The Government of Burma 
has made progress towards political reform in a number of areas, including 
by releasing hundreds of political prisoners, pursuing ceasefire talks with 
several armed ethnic groups, and pursuing a substantive dialogue with the 
democratic opposition. Recognizing that such reform is fragile, I hereby 
find that the continued detention of political prisoners, efforts to under-
mine or obstruct the political reform process, efforts to undermine or ob-
struct the peace process with ethnic minorities, military trade with North 
Korea, and human rights abuses in Burma particularly in ethnic areas, ef-
fectuated by persons within or outside the Government of Burma, con-
stitute an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States. Accordingly, I hereby order: 

Section 1. (a) All property and interests in property that are in the United 
States, that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter 
come within the possession or control of any United States person, includ-
ing any foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not 
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in: any person 
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with or at the 
recommendation of the Secretary of State: 

(i) to have engaged in acts that directly or indirectly threaten the peace, 
security, or stability of Burma, such as actions that have the purpose or 
effect of undermining or obstructing the political reform process or the 
peace process with ethnic minorities in Burma; 

(ii) to be responsible for or complicit in, or responsible for ordering, con-
trolling, or otherwise directing, or to have participated in, the commis-
sion of human rights abuses in Burma; 

(iii) to have, directly or indirectly, imported, exported, reexported, sold 
or supplied arms or related materiel from North Korea or the Govern-
ment of North Korea to Burma or the Government of Burma; 

(iv) to be a senior official of an entity that has engaged in the acts de-
scribed in subsection (a)(i)–(iii) of this section; 

(v) to have materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, mate-
rial, or technological support for, or goods or services to or in support 
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of, the acts described in subsection (a)(i)–(iii) of this section or any per-
son whose property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to 
this order; or 

(vi) to be owned or controlled by, or to have acted or purported to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pursuant to this order. 

(b) The prohibitions in subsection (a) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effective date 
of this order. 

Sec. 2. I hereby amend: (a) Executive Order 13464 of April 30, 2008, by 
removing ‘‘logistical, or technical’’ in section 1(b)(ii) and replacing it with 
‘‘or technological’’; and 

(b) Executive Order 13448 of October 18, 2007, by removing ‘‘logistical, 
or technical’’ in section 1(b)(iv) and replacing it with ‘‘or technological.’’ 

Sec. 3. I hereby determine that the making of donations of the type of arti-
cles specified in section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) by, to, 
or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests in property 
are blocked pursuant to section 1 of this order would seriously impair my 
ability to deal with the national emergency declared in Executive Order 
13047, as modified in scope in Executive Order 13448 and in this order, 
and I hereby prohibit such donations as provided by section 1 of this order. 

Sec. 4. The prohibitions in section 1 of this order include but are not lim-
ited to: (a) the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or 
services by, to, or for the benefit of any person whose property and inter-
ests in property are blocked pursuant to this order; and 

(b) the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices from any such person. 

Sec. 5. I hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant and nonimmigrant 
entry into the United States of aliens determined to meet one or more of 
the criteria in subsection 1(a) of this order would be detrimental to the in-
terests of the United States, and I hereby suspend entry into the United 
States, as immigrants or nonimmigrants, of such persons. Such persons 
shall be treated as persons covered by section 1 of Proclamation 8693 of 
July 24, 2011 (Suspension of Entry of Aliens Subject to United Nations Se-
curity Council Travel Bans and International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act Sanctions). 

Sec. 6. Nothing in section 1 of this order, section 1 of Executive Order 
13464 of April 30, 2008, section 1 of Executive Order 13448 of October 18, 
2007, sections 1 through 3 of Executive Order 13310 of July 28, 2003, or 
sections 1 and 2 of Executive Order 13047 shall prohibit transactions for 
the conduct of the official business of the United States Government by em-
ployees, grantees, or contractors thereof, except to the extent that engaging 
in such transactions would require the issuance of a statutory waiver and 
such a waiver is not issued. 

Sec. 7. (a) Any transaction that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, causes a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the pro-
hibitions set forth in this order is prohibited. 
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(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 
Sec. 8. For the purposes of this order: (a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an indi-
vidual or entity; 

(b) The term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; and 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States. 
Sec. 9. For those persons whose property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to this order who might have a constitutional presence 
in the United States, I find that because of the ability to transfer funds or 
other assets instantaneously, prior notice to such persons of measures to be 
taken pursuant to this order would render those measures ineffectual. I 
therefore determine that for these measures to be effective in addressing the 
national emergency declared in Executive Order 13047, as modified in 
scope in Executive Order 13448 and in this order, there need be no prior 
notice of a listing or determination made pursuant to section 1 of this 
order. 

Sec. 10. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this order. 
The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of these functions to 
other officers and agencies of the United States Government consistent with 
applicable law. All agencies of the United States Government are hereby 
directed to take all appropriate measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 11. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
July 11, 2012. 

Executive Order 13620 of July 20, 2012 

Taking Additional Steps to Address the National Emergency 
With Respect to Somalia 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) (NEA), section 5 of the United Nations 
Participation Act (22 U.S.C. 287c) (UNPA), and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, 
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I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, in order 
to take additional steps to deal with the national emergency with respect 
to the situation in Somalia declared in Executive Order 13536 of April 12, 
2010, in view of United Nations Security Council Resolution 2036 of Feb-
ruary 22, 2012, and Resolution 2002 of July 29, 2011, and to address: ex-
ports of charcoal from Somalia, which generate significant revenue for al- 
Shabaab; the misappropriation of Somali public assets; and certain acts of 
violence committed against civilians in Somalia, all of which contribute to 
the deterioration of the security situation and the persistence of violence 
in Somalia, hereby order: 

Section 1. Section 1(a) of Executive Order 13536 is hereby amended to read 
as follows: 

‘‘(a) All property and interests in property that are in the United States, 
that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter come 
within the possession or control of any United States person, including any 
foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not be trans-
ferred, paid, exported, withdrawn or otherwise dealt in: 

(i) the persons listed in the Annex to this order; and 

(ii) any person determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State: 

(A) to have engaged in acts that directly or indirectly threaten the peace, 
security, or stability of Somalia, including but not limited to: 

(1) acts that threaten the Djibouti Agreement of August 18, 2008, or the 
political process; 

(2) acts that threaten the Transitional Federal Institutions or future So-
mali governing institutions, the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM), or other future international peacekeeping operations related to 
Somalia; or 

(3) acts to misappropriate Somali public assets; 

(B) to have obstructed the delivery of humanitarian assistance to Soma-
lia, or access to, or distribution of, humanitarian assistance in Somalia; 

(C) to have directly or indirectly supplied, sold, or transferred to Soma-
lia, or to have been the recipient in the territory of Somalia of, arms or any 
related materiel, or any technical advice, training or assistance, including 
financing and financial assistance, related to military activities; 

(D) to be responsible for or complicit in, or responsible for ordering, con-
trolling, or otherwise directing, or to have participated in, the commission 
of acts of violence targeting civilians in Somalia, including killing and 
maiming, sexual and gender-based violence, attacks on schools and hos-
pitals, taking hostages, and forced displacement; 

(E) to be a political or military leader recruiting or using children in 
armed conflict in Somalia; 

(F) to have engaged, directly or indirectly, in the import or export of 
charcoal from Somalia on or after February 22, 2012; 

(G) to have materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, mate-
rial, logistical or technical support for, or goods or services in support of, 
the activities described in subsections (a)(ii)(A) through (F) of this section 
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or any person whose property and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to this order; or 

(H) to be owned or controlled by, or to have acted or purported to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pursuant to this order.’’ 

Sec. 2. (a) The importation into the United States, directly or indirectly, of 
charcoal from Somalia is prohibited. 

(b) The prohibition in subsection (a) of this section applies except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effective date 
of this order. 

Sec. 3. (a) Any transaction that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, causes a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the pro-
hibitions set forth in this order is prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 

Sec. 4. For the purposes of this order: (a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an indi-
vidual or entity; 

(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States; and 

(d) the term ‘‘charcoal’’ means any product classifiable in heading 3802 
or 4402 of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA and the UNPA, as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this order. The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of 
these functions to other officers and agencies of the United States Govern-
ment consistent with applicable law. All agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment are hereby directed to take all appropriate measures within their 
authority to carry out the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 6. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 7. This order is effective at 2:00 p.m. eastern daylight time on July 20, 
2012. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

July 20, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13621 of July 26, 2012 

White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for African 
Americans 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, to restore the country to its role as the 
global leader in education, to strengthen the Nation by improving edu-
cational outcomes for African Americans of all ages, and to help ensure 
that all African Americans receive an education that properly prepares 
them for college, productive careers, and satisfying lives, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Over the course of America’s history, African American 
men and women have strengthened our Nation, including by leading re-
forms, overcoming obstacles, and breaking down barriers. In the less than 
60 years since the Brown v. Board of Education decision put America on 
a path toward equal educational opportunity, America’s educational system 
has undergone a remarkable transformation, and many African American 
children who attended the substandard segregated schools of the 1950s 
have grown up to see their children attend integrated elementary and sec-
ondary schools, colleges, and universities. 

However, substantial obstacles to equal educational opportunity still re-
main in America’s educational system. African Americans lack equal access 
to highly effective teachers and principals, safe schools, and challenging 
college-preparatory classes, and they disproportionately experience school 
discipline and referrals to special education. African American student 
achievement not only lags behind that of their domestic peers by an aver-
age of two grade levels, but also behind students in almost every other de-
veloped nation. Over a third of African American students do not graduate 
from high school on time with a regular high school diploma, and only 
four percent of African American high school graduates interested in col-
lege are college-ready across a range of subjects. An even greater number 
of African American males do not graduate with a regular high school di-
ploma, and African American males also experience disparate rates of in-
carceration. 

Significantly improving the educational outcomes of African Americans 
will provide substantial benefits for our country by, among other things, in-
creasing college completion rates, productivity, employment rates, and the 
number of African American teachers. Enhanced educational outcomes 
lead to more productive careers, improved economic opportunity, and 
greater social well-being for all Americans. Complementing the role of His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) in preparing generations 
of African American students for successful careers, and the work of my 
Administration’s separate White House Initiative on Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities, this new Initiative’s focus on improving all the se-
quential levels of education will produce a more effective educational con-
tinuum for all African American students. 

To reach the ambitious education goals we have set for our Nation, as well 
as to ensure equality of access and opportunity for all, we must provide 
the support that will enable African American students to improve their 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:09 Jun 28, 2013 Jkt 229006 PO 00000 Frm 00298 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\229006T.XXX 229006Trm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



285 

Executive Orders EO 13621 

level of educational achievement through rigorous and well-rounded aca-
demic and support services that will prepare them for college, a career, and 
a lifetime of learning. 

Sec. 2. White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for African Ameri-
cans. (a) Establishment. There is hereby established the White House Initia-
tive on Educational Excellence for African Americans (Initiative), to be 
housed in the Department of Education (Department). There shall be an Ex-
ecutive Director of the Initiative, to be appointed by the Secretary of Edu-
cation (Secretary). The Initiative shall be supported by the Interagency 
Working Group established under subsection (c) of this section and advised 
by the Commission established under section 3 of this order. 

(b) Mission and Functions. 

(1) The Initiative will help to restore the United States to its role as the 
global leader in education; strengthen the Nation by improving edu-
cational outcomes for African Americans of all ages; and help ensure that 
African Americans receive a complete and competitive education that 
prepares them for college, a satisfying career, and productive citizenship. 

(2) The Initiative will complement and reinforce the Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities Initiative established by Executive Order 13532 
of February 26, 2010, and together, they both will support enhanced edu-
cational outcomes for African Americans at every level of the American 
education system, including early childhood education; elementary, sec-
ondary, and postsecondary education; career and technical education; 
and adult education. 

(3) To help expand educational opportunities, improve educational out-
comes, and deliver a complete and competitive education for all African 
Americans, the Initiative shall, consistent with applicable law, promote, 
encourage, and undertake efforts designed to meet the following objec-
tives: 

(i) increasing general understanding of the causes of the educational 
challenges faced by African American students, whether they are in 
urban, suburban, or rural learning environments; 
(ii) increasing the percentage of African American children who enter 
kindergarten ready for success by improving their access to high-qual-
ity programs and services that enable early learning and development 
of children from birth through age 5; 
(iii) decreasing the disproportionate number of referrals of African 
American children from general education to special education by ad-
dressing the root causes of the referrals and eradicating discriminatory 
referrals; 
(iv) implementing successful and innovative education reform strate-
gies and practices in America’s public schools to ensure that African 
American students receive a rigorous and well-rounded education in 
safe and healthy environments, and have access to high-level, rigorous 
course work and support services that will prepare them for college, 
a career, and civic participation; 
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(v) ensuring that all African American students have comparable ac-
cess to the resources necessary to obtain a high-quality education, in-
cluding effective teachers and school leaders, in part by supporting ef-
forts to improve the recruitment, preparation, development, and reten-
tion of successful African American teachers and school leaders and 
other effective teachers and school leaders responsible for the edu-
cation of African American students; 
(vi) reducing the dropout rate of African American students and help-
ing African American students graduate from high school prepared for 
college and a career, in part by promoting a positive school climate 
that does not rely on methods that result in disparate use of discipli-
nary tools, and by supporting successful and innovative dropout pre-
vention and recovery strategies that better engage African American 
youths in their learning, help them catch up academically, and pro-
vide those who have left the educational system with pathways to re-
entry; 
(vii) increasing college access and success for African American stu-
dents and providing support to help ensure that a greater percentage 
of African Americans complete college and contribute to the goal of 
having America again lead the world in the proportion of adults who 
are college graduates by 2020, in part through strategies to strengthen 
the capacity of institutions of higher education that serve large num-
bers of African American students, including community colleges, 
HBCUs, Predominantly Black Institutions (PBIs), and other institu-
tions; and 
(viii) enhancing the educational and life opportunities of African 
Americans by fostering positive family and community engagement in 
education; reducing racial isolation and resegregation of elementary 
and secondary schools to promote understanding and tolerance among 
all Americans; improving the quality of, and expanding access to, 
adult education, literacy, and career and technical education; and in-
creasing opportunities for education and career advancement in the 
fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. 

(4) In working to fulfill its mission and objectives, the Initiative shall, 
consistent with applicable law: 

(i) identify evidence-based best practices that can provide African 
American students a rigorous and well-rounded education in safe and 
healthy environments, as well as access to support services, which 
will prepare them for college, a career, and civic participation; 
(ii) develop a national network of individuals, organizations, and com-
munities to share and implement best practices related to the edu-
cation of African Americans, including those identified as most at risk; 
(iii) help ensure that Federal programs and initiatives administered by 
the Department and other agencies are serving and meeting the edu-
cational needs of African Americans, including by encouraging agen-
cies to incorporate best practices into appropriate discretionary pro-
grams where permitted by law; 
(iv) work closely with the Executive Office of the President on key Ad-
ministration priorities related to the education of African Americans; 
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(v) increase the participation of the African American community, in-
cluding institutions that serve that community, in the Department’s 
programs and in education-related programs at other agencies; 
(vi) advise the officials of the Department and other agencies on issues 
related to the educational attainment of African Americans; 
(vii) advise the Secretary on the development, implementation, and 
coordination of educational programs and initiatives at the Department 
and other agencies that are designed to improve educational opportu-
nities and outcomes for African Americans of all ages; and 
(viii) encourage and develop partnerships with public, private, philan-
thropic, and nonprofit stakeholders to improve African Americans’ 
readiness for school, college, and career, as well as their college per-
sistence and completion. 

(5) The Initiative shall periodically publish reports on its activities. The 
Secretary and the Executive Director of the Initiative, in consultation 
with the Working Group and the Chair of the Commission established 
under subsection (c) of this section and section 3 of this order, respec-
tively, may develop and submit to the President recommendations de-
signed to advance and promote educational opportunities and attainment 
for African Americans. 
(c) Interagency Working Group. 
(1) There is established the Federal Interagency Working Group on Edu-
cational Excellence for African Americans (Working Group), which shall 
be convened and chaired by the Initiative’s Executive Director and that 
shall support the efforts of the Initiative described in subsection (b) of 
this section. 

(2) The Working Group shall consist of senior officials from the Depart-
ment, the White House Domestic Policy Council, the Department of Jus-
tice, the Department of Labor, the Department of Health and Human 
Services, the National Science Foundation, the Department of Defense, 
and such additional agencies and offices as the President may subse-
quently designate. Senior officials shall be designated by the heads of 
their respective agencies and offices. 

(3) The Initiative’s Executive Director may establish subgroups of the 
Working Group to focus on different aspects of the educational system 
(such as early childhood education, K–12 education, higher education 
(including HBCUs and PBIs), career and technical education, adult edu-
cation, or correctional education and reengagement) or educational chal-
lenges facing particular populations of African Americans (such as young 
men, disconnected or out-of-school youth, individuals with disabilities, 
children identified as gifted and talented, single-parent households, or 
adults already in the workforce). 
(d) Administration. The Department shall provide funding and adminis-

trative support for the Initiative and the Working Group, to the extent per-
mitted by law and within existing appropriations. To the extent permitted 
by law, other agencies and offices represented on the Working Group may 
detail personnel to the Initiative, to assist the Department in meeting the 
objectives of this order. 

(e) Collaboration Among White House Initiatives. The Initiative may col-
laborate with the White House Initiatives on American Indian and Alaska 
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Native Education, Educational Excellence for Hispanics, Asian-American 
and Pacific Islanders, and (consistent with section 3(c) of this order) His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities, whenever appropriate in light of 
their shared objectives. 

Sec. 3. President’s Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence for Af-
rican Americans. (a) Establishment. There is established in the Department 
the President’s Advisory Commission on Educational Excellence for Afri-
can Americans (Commission). 

(b) Commission Mission and Scope. The Commission shall advise the 
President and the Secretary on matters pertaining to the educational attain-
ment of the African American community, including: 

(1) the development, implementation, and coordination of educational 
programs and initiatives at the Department and other agencies to im-
prove educational opportunities and outcomes for African Americans of 
all ages; 

(2) efforts to increase the participation of the African American commu-
nity and institutions that serve the African American community in the 
Department’s programs and in education programs at other agencies; 

(3) efforts to engage the philanthropic, business, nonprofit, and education 
communities in a national dialogue on the mission and objectives of this 
order; and 

(4) the establishment of partnerships with public, private, philanthropic, 
and nonprofit stakeholders to meet the mission and policy objectives of 
this order. 

The Commission shall meet periodically, but at least twice a year. 

(c) Commission Membership and Chair. 

(1) The Commission shall consist of not more than 25 members ap-
pointed by the President. The President shall designate one member of 
the Commission to serve as Chair. The Executive Director of the Initia-
tive shall also serve as the Executive Director of the Commission and ad-
minister the work of the Commission. The Chair of the Commission shall 
work with the Executive Director to convene regular meetings of the 
Commission, determine its agenda, and direct its work, consistent with 
this order. 

(2) The Commission may include individuals with relevant experience or 
subject-matter expertise that the President deems appropriate, as well as 
individuals who may serve as representatives of a variety of sectors, in-
cluding the education sector (early childhood education, elementary and 
secondary education, higher education (including HBCUs and PBIs), ca-
reer and technical education, and adult education), labor organizations, 
research institutions, the military, corporate and financial institutions, 
public and private philanthropic organizations, and nonprofit and com-
munity-based organizations at the national, State, regional, or local lev-
els. 

(3) In addition to the 25 members appointed by the President, the Com-
mission shall also include two members from the President’s Board of 
Advisors on Historically Black Colleges and Universities (Board), des-
ignated by the President. In turn, the Board will henceforth include two 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:09 Jun 28, 2013 Jkt 229006 PO 00000 Frm 00302 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\229006T.XXX 229006Trm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



289 

Executive Orders EO 13621 

members from the Commission, designated by the President. This recip-
rocal arrangement will foster direct communication and vital consulta-
tions that will benefit both bodies. 

(4) The Executive Director of the Commission and the Executive Director 
of the Board shall convene at least one annual joint meeting between the 
Commission and the Board for the purpose of sharing information and 
forging collaborative courses of action designed to fulfill their respective 
missions. Such meetings shall be in addition to other prescribed meet-
ings of the Commission or Board. 

(5) The Executive Director of the Commission shall be a non-voting, ex 
officio member of the Board and shall be the Commission’s liaison to the 
Board; and the Executive Director of the Board shall be a non-voting, ex 
officio member of the Commission and shall be the Board’s liaison to the 
Commission. 

(d) Commission Administration. The Department shall provide funding 
and administrative support for the Commission, to the extent permitted by 
law and within existing appropriations. Members of the Commission shall 
serve without compensation but shall be allowed travel expenses, including 
per diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law for persons serving 
intermittently in the Government service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707). Insofar as 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.) (the 
‘‘Act’’), may apply to the administration of the Commission, any functions 
of the President under the Act, except that of reporting to the Congress, 
shall be performed by the Secretary, in accordance with the guidelines 
issued by the Administrator of General Services. 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) The heads of agencies shall assist and pro-
vide information to the Initiative as may be necessary to carry out the func-
tions of the Initiative, consistent with applicable law. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(1) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(2) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

July 26, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13622 of July 30, 2012 

Authorizing Additional Sanctions With Respect to Iran 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, in order 
to take additional steps with respect to the national emergency declared in 
Executive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, as relied upon for additional 
steps in subsequent Executive Orders, particularly in light of the Govern-
ment of Iran’s use of revenues from petroleum, petroleum products, and pe-
trochemicals for illicit purposes, Iran’s continued attempts to evade inter-
national sanctions through deceptive practices, and the unacceptable risk 
posed to the international financial system by Iran’s activities, hereby 
order: 

Section 1. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of State, is hereby authorized to impose on a foreign financial insti-
tution the sanctions described in subsection (b) of this section upon deter-
mining that the foreign financial institution has knowingly conducted or fa-
cilitated any significant financial transaction: 

(i) with the National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC) or Naftiran Intertrade 
Company (NICO), except for a sale or provision to NIOC or NICO of the 
products described in section 5(a)(3)(A)(i) of the Iran Sanctions Act of 
1996 (Public Law 104–172), as amended, provided that the fair market 
value of such products is lower than the applicable dollar threshold 
specified in that provision; 

(ii) for the purchase or acquisition of petroleum or petroleum products 
from Iran; or 

(iii) for the purchase or acquisition of petrochemical products from Iran. 

(b) With respect to any foreign financial institution determined by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in accordance with this section to meet the cri-
teria set forth in subsection (a)(i), (a)(ii), or (a)(iii) of this section, the Sec-
retary of the Treasury may prohibit the opening, and prohibit or impose 
strict conditions on the maintaining, in the United States of a cor-
respondent account or a payable-through account by such foreign financial 
institution. 

(c) Subsections (a)(i) and (ii) of this section shall apply with respect to 
a significant financial transaction conducted or facilitated by a foreign fi-
nancial institution only if: 

(i) the President determines under subparagraphs (4)(B) and (C) of sub-
section 1245(d) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2012 (Public Law 112–81) (NDAA) that there is a sufficient supply of pe-
troleum and petroleum products from countries other than Iran to permit 
a significant reduction in the volume of petroleum and petroleum prod-
ucts purchased from Iran by or through foreign financial institutions; and 
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(ii) an exception under subparagraph 4(D) of subsection 1245(d) of the 
NDAA from the imposition of sanctions under paragraph (1) of that sub-
section does not apply with respect to the country with primary jurisdic-
tion over the foreign financial institution. 
(d) Subsection (a) of this section shall not apply with respect to any per-

son for conducting or facilitating a transaction for the sale of food, medi-
cine, or medical devices to Iran or when the underlying transaction has 
been authorized by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

(e) The prohibitions in subsection (b) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effective date 
of this order. 
Sec. 2. (a) The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of Commerce, and the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, and with the President of the Export-Import Bank, the Chair-
man of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, and other 
agencies and officials as appropriate, is hereby authorized to impose on a 
person any of the sanctions described in section 3 or 4 of this order upon 
determining that the person: 

(i) knowingly, on or after the effective date of this order, engaged in a 
significant transaction for the purchase or acquisition of petroleum or pe-
troleum products from Iran; 

(ii) knowingly, on or after the effective date of this order, engaged in a 
significant transaction for the purchase or acquisition of petrochemical 
products from Iran; 

(iii) is a successor entity to a person determined by the Secretary of State 
in accordance with this subsection to meet the criteria in subsection 
(a)(i) or (a)(ii) of this section; 

(iv) owns or controls a person determined by the Secretary of State in 
accordance with this subsection to meet the criteria in subsection (a)(i) 
or (a)(ii) of this section, and had knowledge that the person engaged in 
the activities referred to in that subsection; or 

(v) is owned or controlled by, or under common ownership or control 
with, a person determined by the Secretary of State in accordance with 
this subsection to meet the criteria in subsection (a)(i) or (a)(ii) of this 
section, and knowingly participated in the activities referred to in that 
subsection. 
(b) Subsection (a)(i) of this section shall apply with respect to a person 

only if: 
(i) the President determines under subparagraphs (4)(B) and (C) of sub-
section 1245(d) of the NDAA that there is a sufficient supply of petro-
leum and petroleum products from countries other than Iran to permit 
a significant reduction in the volume of petroleum and petroleum prod-
ucts purchased from Iran by or through foreign financial institutions; and 

(ii) an exception under subparagraph 4(D) of subsection 1245(d) of the 
NDAA from the imposition of sanctions under paragraph (1) of that sub-
section does not apply with respect to the country with primary jurisdic-
tion over the person. 
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Sec. 3. When the Secretary of State, in accordance with the terms of section 
2 of this order, has determined that a person meets any of the criteria de-
scribed in section 2 and has selected any of the sanctions set forth below 
to impose on that person, the heads of relevant agencies, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, shall take the following actions where nec-
essary to implement the sanctions imposed by the Secretary of State: 

(a) the Board of Directors of the Export-Import Bank shall deny approval 
of the issuance of any guarantee, insurance, extension of credit, or partici-
pation in an extension of credit in connection with the export of any goods 
or services to the sanctioned person; 

(b) agencies shall not issue any specific license or grant any other spe-
cific permission or authority under any statute that requires the prior re-
view and approval of the United States Government as a condition for the 
export or reexport of goods or technology to the sanctioned person; 

(c) with respect to a sanctioned person that is a financial institution: 
(i) the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
and the President of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York shall take 
such actions as they deem appropriate, including denying designation, or 
terminating the continuation of any prior designation of, the sanctioned 
person as a primary dealer in United States Government debt instru-
ments; or 

(ii) agencies shall prevent the sanctioned person from serving as an agent 
of the United States Government or serving as a repository for United 
States Government funds; or 
(d) agencies shall not procure, or enter into a contract for the procure-

ment of, any goods or services from the sanctioned person. 

(e) The prohibitions in subsections (a)–(d) of this section apply except 
to the extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or 
licenses that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding 
any contract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effec-
tive date of this order. 
Sec. 4. (a) When the Secretary of State, in accordance with the terms of sec-
tion 2 of this order, has determined that a person meets any of the criteria 
described in section 2 and has selected any of the sanctions set forth below 
to impose on that person, the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, shall take the following actions where nec-
essary to implement the sanctions imposed by the Secretary of State: 

(i) prohibit any United States financial institution from making loans or 
providing credits to the sanctioned person totaling more than 
$10,000,000 in any 12-month period, unless such person is engaged in 
activities to relieve human suffering and the loans or credits are pro-
vided for such activities; 

(ii) prohibit any transactions in foreign exchange that are subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States and in which the sanctioned person has 
any interest; 

(iii) prohibit any transfers of credit or payments between financial insti-
tutions or by, through, or to any financial institution, to the extent that 
such transfers or payments are subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States and involve any interest of the sanctioned person; 
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(iv) block all property and interests in property that are in the United 
States, that come within the United States, or that are or come within 
the possession or control of any United States person, including any for-
eign branch, of the sanctioned person, and provide that such property 
and interests in property may not be transferred, paid, exported, with-
drawn, or otherwise dealt in; or 

(v) restrict or prohibit imports of goods, technology, or services, directly 
or indirectly, into the United States from the sanctioned person. 

(b) The prohibitions in subsections (a)(i)–(a)(v) of this section apply ex-
cept to the extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, 
or licenses that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding 
any contract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effec-
tive date of this order. 

Sec. 5. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to impose on a person the measures de-
scribed in subsection (b) of this section upon determining that the person 
has materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, material, or tech-
nological support for, or goods or services in support of, NIOC, NICO, or 
the Central Bank of Iran, or the purchase or acquisition of U.S. bank notes 
or precious metals by the Government of Iran. 

(b) With respect to any person determined by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury in accordance with subsection (a) to meet the criteria set forth in sub-
section (a) of this section, all property and interests in property that are in 
the United States, that hereafter come within the United States, or that are 
or hereafter come within the possession or control of any United States per-
son, including any foreign branch, of such person are blocked and may not 
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in. 

(c) The prohibitions in subsection (b) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the effective date 
of this order. 

Sec. 6. Subsection 1(a), section 2, and subsection 5(a) of this order shall 
not apply with respect to any person for conducting or facilitating a trans-
action involving a natural gas development and pipeline project initiated 
prior to the effective date of this order to bring gas from Azerbaijan to Eu-
rope and Turkey in furtherance of a production sharing agreement or li-
cense awarded by a sovereign government other than the Government of 
Iran before the effective date of this order. 

Sec. 7. I hereby determine that, to the extent section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA (50 
U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) may apply, the making of donations of the type of arti-
cles specified in such section by, to, or for the benefit of any person whose 
property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to subsection (a)(iv) 
of section 4 or subsection (b) of section 5 of this order would seriously im-
pair my ability to deal with the national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 12957, and I hereby prohibit such donations as provided by sub-
section (a)(iv) of section 4 and subsection (b) of section 5 of this order. 

Sec. 8. The prohibitions in subsection (a)(iv) of section 4 and subsection 
(b) of section 5 of this order include, but are not limited to: 
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(i) the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices by, to, or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests 
in property are blocked pursuant to this order; and 

(ii) the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or serv-
ices from any such person. 

Sec. 9. (a) Any transaction that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, causes a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the pro-
hibitions set forth in this order is prohibited. 

(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order is prohibited. 

Sec. 10. For the purposes of this order: 

(a) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual or entity; 

(b) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint ven-
ture, corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(c) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States; 

(d) the term ‘‘financial institution,’’ as used in sections 3 and 4 of this 
order, includes (i) a depository institution (as defined in section 3(c)(1) of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act) (12 U.S.C. 1813(c)(1)), including a 
branch or agency of a foreign bank (as defined in section 1(b)(7) of the 
International Banking Act of 1978) (12 U.S.C. 3101(7)); (ii) a credit union; 
(iii) a securities firm, including a broker or dealer; (iv) an insurance com-
pany, including an agency or underwriter; and (v) any other company that 
provides financial services; 

(e) the term ‘‘foreign financial institution,’’ as used in section 1 of this 
order, means any foreign entity that is engaged in the business of accepting 
deposits, making, granting, transferring, holding, or brokering loans or cred-
its, or purchasing or selling foreign exchange, securities, commodity futures 
or options, or procuring purchasers and sellers thereof, as principal or 
agent. It includes, but is not limited to, depository institutions, banks, sav-
ings banks, money service businesses, trust companies, securities brokers 
and dealers, commodity futures and options brokers and dealers, forward 
contract and foreign exchange merchants, securities and commodities ex-
changes, clearing corporations, investment companies, employee benefit 
plans, and holding companies, affiliates, or subsidiaries of any of the fore-
going. The term does not include the international financial institutions 
identified in 22 U.S.C. 262r(c)(2), the International Fund for Agricultural 
Development, the North American Development Bank, or any other inter-
national financial institution so notified by the Secretary of the Treasury; 

(f) the term ‘‘United States financial institution’’ means a financial insti-
tution as defined in subsection (d) of this section (including its foreign 
branches) organized under the laws of the United States or any jurisdiction 
within the United States or located in the United States; 

(g) the term ‘‘Iran’’ means the Government of Iran and the territory of 
Iran and any other territory or marine area, including the exclusive eco-
nomic zone and continental shelf, over which the Government of Iran 
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claims sovereignty, sovereign rights, or jurisdiction, provided that the Gov-
ernment of Iran exercises partial or total de facto control over the area or 
derives a benefit from economic activity in the area pursuant to inter-
national arrangements; 

(h) the term ‘‘Government of Iran’’ includes the Government of Iran, any 
political subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, including the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran, and any person owned or controlled by, or acting for or 
on behalf of, the Government of Iran; 

(i) the terms ‘‘knowledge’’ and ‘‘knowingly,’’ with respect to conduct, a 
circumstance, or a result, mean that a person has actual knowledge, or 
should have known, of the conduct, the circumstance, or the result; 

(j) the term ‘‘sanctioned person’’ means a person on whom the Secretary 
of State, in accordance with the terms of section 2 of this order, has deter-
mined to impose sanctions pursuant to section 2; 

(k) the term ‘‘petroleum’’ (also known as crude oil) means a mixture of 
hydrocarbons that exists in liquid phase in natural underground reservoirs 
and remains liquid at atmospheric pressure after passing through surface 
separating facilities; 

(l) the term ‘‘petroleum products’’ includes unfinished oils, liquefied pe-
troleum gases, pentanes plus, aviation gasoline, motor gasoline, naphtha- 
type jet fuel, kerosene-type jet fuel, kerosene, distillate fuel oil, residual 
fuel oil, petrochemical feedstocks, special naphthas, lubricants, waxes, pe-
troleum coke, asphalt, road oil, still gas, and miscellaneous products ob-
tained from the processing of: crude oil (including lease condensate), nat-
ural gas, and other hydrocarbon compounds. The term does not include 
natural gas, liquefied natural gas, biofuels, methanol, and other non-petro-
leum fuels; 

(m) the term ‘‘petrochemical products’’ includes any aromatic, olefin, 
and synthesis gas, and any of their derivatives, including ethylene, pro-
pylene, butadiene, benzene, toluene, xylene, ammonia, methanol, and urea; 

(n) the terms ‘‘National Iranian Oil Company’’ and ‘‘NIOC’’ mean the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company and any entity owned or controlled by, or oper-
ating for or on behalf of, the National Iranian Oil Company; and 

(o) the terms ‘‘Naftiran Intertrade Company’’ and ‘‘NICO’’ mean the 
Naftiran Intertrade Company and any entity owned or controlled by, or op-
erating for or on behalf of, the Naftiran Intertrade Company. 

Sec. 11. For those persons whose property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to this order who might have a constitutional presence 
in the United States, I find that because of the ability to transfer funds or 
other assets instantaneously, prior notice to such persons of measures to be 
taken pursuant to subsection (a)(iv) of section 4 or subsection (b) of section 
5 of this order would render those measures ineffectual. I therefore deter-
mine that for these measures to be effective in addressing the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 12957, there need be no prior no-
tice of an action taken pursuant to subsection (a)(iv) of section 4 or sub-
section (b) of section 5 of this order. 
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Sec. 12. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of sections 
1, 4, and 5 of this order. The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any 
of these functions to other officers and agencies of the United States Gov-
ernment consistent with applicable law. All agencies of the United States 
Government are hereby directed to take all appropriate measures within 
their authority to carry out the provisions of this order. 

Sec. 13. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 14. The measures taken pursuant to this order are in response to ac-
tions of the Government of Iran occurring after the conclusion of the 1981 
Algiers Accords, and are intended solely as a response to those later ac-
tions. 

Sec. 15. This order is effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern daylight time on July 
31, 2012. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

July 30, 2012. 

Executive Order 13623 of August 10, 2012 

Preventing and Responding to Violence Against Women and 
Girls Globally 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. (a) Recognizing that gender-based violence undermines 
not only the safety, dignity, and human rights of the millions of individuals 
who experience it, but also the public health, economic stability, and secu-
rity of nations, it is the policy and practice of the executive branch of the 
United States Government to have a multi-year strategy that will more ef-
fectively prevent and respond to gender-based violence globally. 

(b) Under the leadership of my Administration, the United States has 
made gender equality and women’s empowerment a core focus of our for-
eign policy. This focus is reflected in our National Security Strategy, the 
Presidential Policy Directive on Global Development, and the 2010 U.S. 
Quadrennial Diplomacy and Development Review. Evidence demonstrates 
that women’s empowerment is critical to building stable, democratic soci-
eties; to supporting open and accountable governance; to furthering inter-
national peace and security; to growing vibrant market economies; and to 
addressing pressing health and education challenges. 
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(c) Preventing and responding to gender-based violence is a cornerstone 
of my Administration’s commitment to advance gender equality and wom-
en’s empowerment. Such violence significantly hinders the ability of indi-
viduals to fully participate in, and contribute to, their communities—eco-
nomically, politically, and socially. It is a human rights violation or abuse; 
a public health challenge; and a barrier to civic, social, political, and eco-
nomic participation. It is associated with adverse health outcomes, limited 
access to education, increased costs relating to medical and legal services, 
lost household productivity, and reduced income, and there is evidence it 
is exacerbated in times of crisis, such as emergencies, natural disasters, and 
violent conflicts. 

(d) The executive branch multi-year strategy for preventing and respond-
ing to gender-based violence is set forth in the United States Strategy to 
Prevent and Respond to Gender-based Violence Globally (Strategy). The 
Strategy both responds to and expands upon the request in section 7061 
of House conference report 112–331 accompanying the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations Act, 2012 
(Division I of Public Law 112–74), for the executive branch to develop a 
multi-year strategy to prevent and respond to violence against women and 
girls in countries where it is common. 

Sec. 2. Creating an Interagency Working Group. There is established an 
Interagency Working Group (Working Group) to address gender-based vio-
lence, which shall coordinate implementation of the Strategy by the execu-
tive departments and agencies that are members of the Working Group 
(member agencies) in accordance with the priorities set forth in section 3 
of this order. 

(a) The Working Group shall be co-chaired by the Secretary of State and 
the Administrator of the United States Agency for International Develop-
ment (Co-Chairs). In addition to the Co-Chairs, the Working Group shall 
consist of representatives from: 

(i) the Department of the Treasury; 
(ii) the Department of Defense; 
(iii) the Department of Justice; 
(iv) the Department of Labor; 
(v) the Department of Health and Human Services; 
(vi) the Department of Homeland Security; 
(vii) the Office of Management and Budget; 
(viii) the National Security Staff; 
(ix) the Office of the Vice President; 
(x) the Peace Corps; 
(xi) the Millennium Challenge Corporation; 
(xii) the White House Council on Women and Girls; and 
(xiii) other executive departments, agencies, and offices, as designated 
by the Co-Chairs. 

(b) Within 120 days of the date of this order, the Co-Chairs shall convene 
the first meeting of the Working Group to: 

(i) establish benchmarks to implement the Strategy; and 
(ii) determine a timetable for periodically reviewing those benchmarks. 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:09 Jun 28, 2013 Jkt 229006 PO 00000 Frm 00311 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\229006T.XXX 229006Trm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



298 

Title 3—The President EO 13623 

(c) Within 18 months of the date of this order, the Working Group shall 
complete a progress report for submission to the Co-Chairs evaluating the 
U.S. Government’s implementation of the Strategy. 

(d) Within 3 years of the date of this order, the Working Group shall 
complete a final evaluation for submission to the Co-Chairs of the U.S. 
Government’s implementation of the Strategy. 

(e) Within 180 days of completing its final evaluation of the Strategy in 
accordance with subsection (d) of this section, the Working Group shall up-
date or revise the Strategy to take into account the information learned and 
the progress made during and through the implementation of the Strategy. 

(f) The activities of the Working Group shall, consistent with law, take 
due account of existing interagency bodies and coordination mechanisms 
and will coordinate with such bodies and mechanisms where appropriate 
in order to avoid duplication of efforts. 

Sec. 3. Strategy to Prevent and Respond to Gender-based Violence Globally. 
Member agencies shall implement the Strategy to prevent and respond to 
gender-based violence globally based on the following priorities reflected 
in the Strategy: 

(a) Increasing Coordination of Gender-based Violence Prevention and Re-
sponse Efforts Among U.S. Government Agencies and with Other Stake-
holders. 

(i) Member agencies shall draw upon each other’s expertise, responsi-
bility, and capacity to provide a comprehensive and multi-faceted ap-
proach to issues relating to gender-based violence. 
(ii) Member agencies shall deepen engagement and coordination with 
other governments; international organizations, including multilateral 
and bilateral actors; the private sector; and civil society organizations, 
such as representatives of indigenous and marginalized groups, foun-
dations, community-based, faith-based, and regional organizations (in-
cluding those that serve survivors), labor unions, universities, and re-
search organizations. The Working Group shall consider a range of 
mechanisms by which these stakeholders may provide input to the 
U.S. Government on its role in preventing and responding to gender- 
based violence globally. 

(b) Enhancing Integration of Gender-based Violence Prevention and Re-
sponse Efforts into Existing U.S. Government Work. Member agencies shall 
more comprehensively integrate gender-based violence prevention and re-
sponse programming into their foreign policy and foreign assistance efforts. 
This integration shall also build on current efforts that address gender- 
based violence, such as the U.S. National Action Plan on Women, Peace, 
and Security; the Global Health Initiative; the President’s Emergency Plan 
for AIDS Relief; the U.S. Government’s work to counter trafficking in per-
sons; and the U.S. Government’s humanitarian response efforts. The Work-
ing Group shall coordinate these different efforts as they relate to gender- 
based violence to leverage the most effective programs and to avoid dupli-
cation. 

(c) Improving Collection, Analysis, and Use of Data and Research to En-
hance Gender-based Violence Prevention and Response Efforts. Member 
agencies shall work to promote ethical and safe research, data collection, 
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and evidence-based analyses relating to different forms of gender-based vio-
lence and prevention and response efforts at the country and local level. 
This work will include the development of a research agenda that assesses 
agencies’ research and data collection capabilities, needs, and gaps; builds 
upon existing data and research; and is coordinated with the work of other 
organizations that are prioritizing global gender-based violence research. 
Member agencies shall prioritize the monitoring and evaluation of gender- 
based violence prevention and response interventions to determine their ef-
fectiveness. Member agencies shall systematically identify and share best 
practices, lessons learned, and research within and across agencies. Mem-
ber agencies, as appropriate, shall seek to develop public-private partner-
ships to support U.S. Government research initiatives and strategic plan-
ning efforts. 

(d) Enhancing or Expanding U.S. Government Programming that Ad-
dresses Gender-based Violence. Consistent with the availability of appro-
priations, the U.S. Government shall support programming that provides a 
comprehensive and multi-sector approach to preventing and responding to 
gender-based violence; shall consider replicating or expanding successful 
programs; and shall assess the feasibility of a focused, coordinated, com-
prehensive, and multi-sector approach to gender-based violence in one or 
more countries. 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, 
or the head thereof; or 
(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) Independent agencies are strongly encouraged to comply with this 
order. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
August 10, 2012. 

Executive Order 13624 of August 30, 2012 

Accelerating Investment in Industrial Energy Efficiency 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to promote American manu-
facturing by helping to facilitate investments in energy efficiency at indus-
trial facilities, it is hereby ordered as follows: 
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Section 1. Policy. The industrial sector accounts for over 30 percent of all 
energy consumed in the United States, and, for many manufacturers, en-
ergy costs affect overall competitiveness. While our manufacturing facilities 
have made progress in becoming more energy efficient over the past several 
decades, there is an opportunity to accelerate and expand these efforts with 
investments to reduce energy use through more efficient manufacturing 
processes and facilities and the expanded use of combined heat and power 
(CHP). Instead of burning fuel in an on-site boiler to produce thermal en-
ergy and also purchasing electricity from the grid, a manufacturing facility 
can use a CHP system to provide both types of energy in one energy-effi-
cient step. Accelerating these investments in our Nation’s factories can im-
prove the competitiveness of United States manufacturing, lower energy 
costs, free up future capital for businesses to invest, reduce air pollution, 
and create jobs. 

Despite these benefits, independent studies have pointed to under-invest-
ment in industrial energy efficiency and CHP as a result of numerous bar-
riers. The Federal Government has limited but important authorities to 
overcome these barriers, and our efforts to support investment in industrial 
energy efficiency and CHP should involve coordinated engagement with a 
broad set of stakeholders, including States, manufacturers, utilities, and 
others. By working with all stakeholders to address these barriers, we have 
an opportunity to save industrial users tens of billions of dollars in energy 
costs over the next decade. 

There is no one-size-fits-all solution for our manufacturers, so it is impera-
tive that we support these investments through a variety of approaches, in-
cluding encouraging private sector investment by setting goals and high-
lighting the benefits of investment, improving coordination at the Federal 
level, partnering with and supporting States, and identifying investment 
models beneficial to the multiple stakeholders involved. 

To formalize and support the close interagency coordination that is re-
quired to accelerate greater investment in industrial energy efficiency and 
CHP, this order directs certain executive departments and agencies to con-
vene national and regional stakeholders to identify, develop, and encourage 
the adoption of investment models and State best practice policies for in-
dustrial energy efficiency and CHP; provide technical assistance to States 
and manufacturers to encourage investment in industrial energy efficiency 
and CHP; provide public information on the benefits of investment in in-
dustrial energy efficiency and CHP; and use existing Federal authorities, 
programs, and policies to support investment in industrial energy effi-
ciency and CHP. 

Sec. 2. Encouraging Investment in Industrial Efficiency. The Departments 
of Energy, Commerce, and Agriculture, and the Environmental Protection 
Agency, in coordination with the National Economic Council, the Domestic 
Policy Council, the Council on Environmental Quality, and the Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, shall coordinate policies to encourage in-
vestment in industrial efficiency in order to reduce costs for industrial 
users, improve U.S. competitiveness, create jobs, and reduce harmful air 
pollution. In doing so, they shall engage States, industrial companies, util-
ity companies, and other stakeholders to accelerate this investment. Spe-
cifically, these agencies shall, as appropriate and consistent with applicable 
law: 
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(a) coordinate and strongly encourage efforts to achieve a national goal 
of deploying 40 gigawatts of new, cost-effective industrial CHP in the 
United States by the end of 2020; 

(b) convene stakeholders, through a series of public workshops, to de-
velop and encourage the use of best practice State policies and investment 
models that address the multiple barriers to investment in industrial energy 
efficiency and CHP; 

(c) utilize their respective relevant authorities and resources to encourage 
investment in industrial energy efficiency and CHP, such as by: 

(i) providing assistance to States on accounting for the potential emission 
reduction benefits of CHP and other energy efficiency policies when de-
veloping State Implementation Plans (SIPs) to achieve national ambient 
air quality standards; 

(ii) providing incentives for the deployment of CHP and other types of 
clean energy, such as set-asides under emissions allowance trading pro-
gram state implementation plans, grants, and loans; 

(iii) employing output-based approaches as compliance options in power 
and industrial sector regulations, as appropriate, to recognize the emis-
sions benefits of highly efficient energy generation technologies like 
CHP; and 

(iv) seeking to expand participation in and create additional tools to sup-
port the Better Buildings, Better Plants program at the Department of En-
ergy, which is working with companies to help them achieve a goal of 
reducing energy intensity by 25 percent over 10 years, as well as uti-
lizing existing partnership programs to support energy efficiency and 
CHP; 

(d) support and encourage efforts to accelerate investment in industrial 
energy efficiency and CHP by: 

(i) providing general guidance, technical analysis and information, and 
financial analysis on the value of investment in industrial energy effi-
ciency and CHP to States, utilities, and owners and operators of indus-
trial facilities; 

(ii) improving the usefulness of Federal data collection and analysis; and 

(iii) assisting States in developing and implementing State-specific best 
practice policies that can accelerate investment in industrial energy effi-
ciency and CHP. 

In implementing this section, these agencies should consult with the Fed-
eral Energy Regulatory Commission, as appropriate. 

Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 
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(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
August 30, 2012. 

Executive Order 13625 of August 31, 2012 

Improving Access to Mental Health Services for Veterans, 
Service Members, and Military Families 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, I hereby order as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Since September 11, 2001, more than two million service 
members have deployed to Iraq or Afghanistan. Long deployments and in-
tense combat conditions require optimal support for the emotional and 
mental health needs of our service members and their families. The need 
for mental health services will only increase in the coming years as the Na-
tion deals with the effects of more than a decade of conflict. Reiterating 
and expanding upon the commitment outlined in my Administration’s 
2011 report, entitled ‘‘Strengthening Our Military Families,’’ we have an 
obligation to evaluate our progress and continue to build an integrated net-
work of support capable of providing effective mental health services for 
veterans, service members, and their families. Our public health approach 
must encompass the practices of disease prevention and the promotion of 
good health for all military populations throughout their lifespans, both 
within the health care systems of the Departments of Defense and Veterans 
Affairs and in local communities. Our efforts also must focus on both out-
reach to veterans and their families and the provision of high quality men-
tal health treatment to those in need. Coordination between the Depart-
ments of Veterans Affairs and Defense during service members’ transition 
to civilian life is essential to achieving these goals. 

Ensuring that all veterans, service members (Active, Guard, and Reserve 
alike), and their families receive the support they deserve is a top priority 
for my Administration. As part of our ongoing efforts to improve all facets 
of military mental health, this order directs the Secretaries of Defense, 
Health and Human Services, Education, Veterans Affairs, and Homeland 
Security to expand suicide prevention strategies and take steps to meet the 
current and future demand for mental health and substance abuse treat-
ment services for veterans, service members, and their families. 

Sec. 2. Suicide Prevention. (a) By December 31, 2012, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, in continued collaboration with the Department of Health 
and Human Services, shall expand the capacity of the Veterans Crisis Line 
by 50 percent to ensure that veterans have timely access, including by tele-
phone, text, or online chat, to qualified, caring responders who can help 
address immediate crises and direct veterans to appropriate care. Further, 
the Department of Veterans Affairs shall ensure that any veteran identifying 
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him or herself as being in crisis connects with a mental health professional 
or trained mental health worker within 24 hours. The Department of Vet-
erans Affairs also shall expand the number of mental health professionals 
who are available to see veterans beyond traditional business hours. 

(b) The Departments of Veterans Affairs and Defense shall jointly de-
velop and implement a national suicide prevention campaign focused on 
connecting veterans and service members to mental health services. This 
12-month campaign, which shall begin on September 1, 2012, will focus 
on the positive benefits of seeking care and encourage veterans and service 
members to proactively reach out to support services. 

(c) To provide the best mental health and substance abuse prevention, 
education, and outreach support to our military and their family members, 
the Department of Defense shall review all of its existing mental health and 
substance abuse prevention, education, and outreach programs across the 
military services and the Defense Health Program to identify the key pro-
gram areas that produce the greatest impact on quality and outcomes, and 
rank programs within each of these program areas using metrics that assess 
their effectiveness. By the end of Fiscal Year 2014, existing program re-
sources shall be realigned to ensure that highly ranked programs are imple-
mented across all of the military services and less effective programs are 
replaced. 
Sec. 3. Enhanced Partnerships Between the Department of Veterans Affairs 
and Community Providers. (a) Within 180 days of the date of this order, 
in those service areas where the Department of Veterans Affairs has faced 
challenges in hiring and placing mental health service providers and con-
tinues to have unfilled vacancies or long wait times, the Departments of 
Veterans Affairs and Health and Human Services shall establish pilot 
projects whereby the Department of Veterans Affairs contracts or develops 
formal arrangements with community-based providers, such as community 
mental health clinics, community health centers, substance abuse treatment 
facilities, and rural health clinics, to test the effectiveness of community 
partnerships in helping to meet the mental health needs of veterans in a 
timely way. Pilot sites shall ensure that consumers of community-based 
services continue to be integrated into the health care systems of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs. No fewer than 15 pilot projects shall be estab-
lished. 

(b) The Department of Veterans Affairs shall develop guidance for its 
medical centers and service networks that supports the use of community 
mental health services, including telehealth services and substance abuse 
services, where appropriate, to meet demand and facilitate access to care. 
This guidance shall include recommendations that medical centers and 
service networks use community-based providers to help meet veterans’ 
mental health needs where objective criteria, which the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall define in the form of specific metrics, demonstrate such 
needs. Such objective criteria should include estimates of wait-times for 
needed care that exceed established targets. 

(c) The Departments of Health and Human Services and Veterans Affairs 
shall develop a plan for a rural mental health recruitment initiative to pro-
mote opportunities for the Department of Veterans Affairs and rural com-
munities to share mental health providers when demand is insufficient for 
either the Department of Veterans Affairs or the communities to independ-
ently support a full-time provider. 
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Sec. 4. Expanded Department of Veterans Affairs Mental Health Services 
Staffing. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall, by December 31, 2013, 
hire and train 800 peer-to-peer counselors to empower veterans to support 
other veterans and help meet mental health care needs. In addition, the 
Secretary shall continue to use all appropriate tools, including collabo-
rative arrangements with community-based providers, pay-setting authori-
ties, loan repayment and scholarships, and partnerships with health care 
workforce training programs to accomplish the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs’ goal of recruiting, hiring, and placing 1,600 mental health profes-
sionals by June 30, 2013. The Department of Veterans Affairs also shall 
evaluate the reporting requirements associated with providing mental 
health services and reduce paperwork requirements where appropriate. In 
addition, the Department of Veterans Affairs shall update its management 
performance evaluation system to link performance to meeting mental 
health service demand. 

Sec. 5. Improved Research and Development. (a) The lack of full under-
standing of the underlying mechanisms of Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder 
(PTSD), other mental health conditions, and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) 
has hampered progress in prevention, diagnosis, and treatment. In order to 
improve the coordination of agency research into these conditions and re-
duce the number of affected men and women through better prevention, di-
agnosis, and treatment, the Departments of Defense, Veterans Affairs, 
Health and Human Services, and Education, in coordination with the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy, shall establish a National Research 
Action Plan within 8 months of the date of this order. 

(b) The National Research Action Plan shall include strategies to estab-
lish surrogate and clinically actionable biomarkers for early diagnosis and 
treatment effectiveness; develop improved diagnostic criteria for TBI; en-
hance our understanding of the mechanisms responsible for PTSD, related 
injuries, and neurological disorders following TBI; foster development of 
new treatments for these conditions based on a better understanding of the 
underlying mechanisms; improve data sharing between agencies and aca-
demic and industry researchers to accelerate progress and reduce redun-
dant efforts without compromising privacy; and make better use of elec-
tronic health records to gain insight into the risk and mitigation of PTSD, 
TBI, and related injuries. In addition, the National Research Action Plan 
shall include strategies to support collaborative research to address suicide 
prevention. 

(c) The Departments of Defense and Health and Human Services shall 
engage in a comprehensive longitudinal mental health study with an em-
phasis on PTSD, TBI, and related injuries to develop better prevention, di-
agnosis, and treatment options. Agencies shall continue ongoing collabo-
rative research efforts, with an aim to enroll at least 100,000 service mem-
bers by December 31, 2012, and include a plan for long-term follow-up 
with enrollees through a coordinated effort with the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

Sec. 6. Military and Veterans Mental Health Interagency Task Force. There 
is established an Interagency Task Force on Military and Veterans Mental 
Health (Task Force), to be co-chaired by the Secretaries of Defense, Vet-
erans Affairs, and Health and Human Services, or their designated rep-
resentatives. 
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(a) Membership. In addition to the Co-Chairs, the Task Force shall con-
sist of representatives from: 

(i) the Department of Education; 

(ii) the Office of Management and Budget; 

(iii) the Domestic Policy Council; 

(iv) the National Security Staff; 

(v) the Office of Science and Technology Policy; 

(vi) the Office of National Drug Control Policy; and 

(vii) such other executive departments, agencies, or offices as the Co- 
Chairs may designate. 

A member agency of the Task Force shall designate a full-time officer or 
employee of the Federal Government to perform the Task Force functions. 

(b) Mission. Member agencies shall review relevant statutes, policies, and 
agency training and guidance to identify reforms and take actions that fa-
cilitate implementation of the strategies outlined in this order. Member 
agencies shall work collaboratively on these strategies and also create an 
inventory of mental health and substance abuse programs and activities to 
inform this work. 

(c) Functions. 
(i) Not later than 180 days after the date of this order, the Task Force 
shall submit recommendations to the President on strategies to improve 
mental health and substance abuse treatment services for veterans, serv-
ice members, and their families. Every year thereafter, the Task Force 
shall provide to the President a review of agency actions to enhance 
mental health and substance abuse treatment services for veterans, serv-
ice members, and their families consistent with this order, as well as 
provide additional recommendations for action as appropriate. The Task 
Force shall define specific goals and metrics that will aid in measuring 
progress in improving mental health strategies. The Task Force will in-
clude cost analysis in the development of all recommendations, and will 
ensure any new requirements are supported within existing resources. 

(ii) In addition to coordinating and reviewing agency efforts to enhance 
veteran and military mental health services pursuant to this order, the 
Task Force shall evaluate: 

(1) agency efforts to improve care quality and ensure that the Depart-
ments of Defense and Veterans Affairs and community-based mental 
health providers are trained in the most current evidence-based meth-
odologies for treating PTSD, TBI, depression, related mental health 
conditions, and substance abuse; 
(2) agency efforts to improve awareness and reduce stigma for those 
needing to seek care; and 
(3) agency research efforts to improve the prevention, diagnosis, and 
treatment of TBI, PTSD, and related injuries, and explore the need for 
an external research portfolio review. 

(iii) In performing its functions, the Task Force shall consult with rel-
evant nongovernmental experts and organizations as necessary. 

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent 
with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations. 
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(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 
(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-

efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
August 31, 2012. 

Executive Order 13626 of September 10, 2012 

Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including section 311 of the Federal Water 
Pollution Control Act (FWPCA) (33 U.S.C. 1321), section 1006 of the Oil 
Pollution Act of 1990 (33 U.S.C. 2706), and section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. Executive Order 13554 of October 5, 2010, was issued 
after the blowout and explosion of the mobile offshore drilling unit Deep-
water Horizon that occurred on April 20, 2010, and resulted in the largest 
oil spill in U.S. history (Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill). Executive Order 
13554 recognized the Gulf Coast as a national treasure and addressed the 
longstanding ecological decline of that region, which was compounded by 
the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. In doing so, Executive Order 13554 estab-
lished a Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force (Task Force) to co-
ordinate intergovernmental efforts, planning, and the exchange of informa-
tion in order to better implement Gulf Coast ecosystem restoration and fa-
cilitate appropriate accountability and support throughout the restoration 
process. 

Since the implementation of Executive Order 13554, the Federal Govern-
ment’s Gulf Coast ecosystem restoration planning efforts have advanced sig-
nificantly. The Task Force’s Gulf of Mexico Regional Ecosystem Restoration 
Strategy (Strategy), created with input from Federal, State, tribal, and local 
governments, and thousands of involved citizens and organizations across 
the region, serves as a comprehensive restoration plan for addressing eco-
logical concerns in the Gulf of Mexico. In light of the release of the Strat-
egy, the ongoing work of the Natural Resource Damage Trustee Council 
(Trustee Council) under the Oil Pollution Act, and the recent passage of the 
Resources and Ecosystems Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and Re-
vived Economies of the Gulf Coast States Act of 2012 (RESTORE Act) (title 
I, subtitle F of Public Law 112–141), this order affirms the Federal Govern-
ment’s Gulf Coast ecosystem restoration efforts and realigns responsibilities 
to ensure the most effective governmental planning and coordination to 
reach these goals. 
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Sec. 2. Termination of the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Task Force. 
The progress of the Task Force is noteworthy. It has completed the Strategy 
and the preliminary planning and coordination tasks that it was intended 
to produce and has significantly advanced important ecosystem restoration 
goals for the Gulf of Mexico. In light of the recent creation, described 
below, of the Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council (Gulf Restoration 
Council), which will build upon the Task Force’s already successful col-
laboration between Federal, State, and tribal governments and, as directed 
by statute, include and incorporate in its proposed comprehensive plan the 
findings and information prepared by the Task Force, the Task Force shall 
terminate no later than 60 days after the Gulf Restoration Council com-
mences its work. The functions of the Task Force will be performed by the 
Gulf Restoration Council and the Trustee Council to the extent practicable, 
as set forth in this order. Prior to its termination, the Task Force will pro-
vide such assistance as is appropriate to the Gulf Restoration Council. 

Sec. 3. The Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund and the Gulf Coast Eco-
system Restoration Council. 

(a) Gulf Coast Restoration Trust Fund. The RESTORE Act, which was 
signed into law as part of the Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Cen-
tury Act (Public Law 112–141), established a mechanism for providing 
funding to the Gulf region to restore ecosystems and rebuild local econo-
mies damaged by the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. The RESTORE Act es-
tablished in the Treasury of the United States the Gulf Coast Restoration 
Trust Fund (Trust Fund), consisting of 80 percent of an amount equal to 
any administrative and civil penalties paid after the date of the RESTORE 
Act by the responsible parties in connection with the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Spill to the United States pursuant to a court order, negotiated settle-
ment, or other instrument in accordance with section 311 of the FWPCA 
(33 U.S.C. 1321). 

(b) Gulf Coast Ecosystem Restoration Council. The RESTORE Act estab-
lished the Gulf Restoration Council, an independent entity charged with 
developing a comprehensive plan for ecosystem restoration in the Gulf 
Coast (Comprehensive Plan), as well as any future revisions to the Com-
prehensive Plan. Among its other duties, the Gulf Restoration Council is 
tasked with identifying projects and programs aimed at restoring and pro-
tecting the natural resources and ecosystems of the Gulf Coast region, to 
be funded from a portion of the Trust Fund; establishing such other advi-
sory committees as may be necessary to assist the Gulf Restoration Council, 
including a scientific advisory committee and a committee to advise the 
Gulf Restoration Council on public policy issues; gathering information rel-
evant to Gulf Coast restoration, including through research, modeling, and 
monitoring; and providing an annual report to the Congress on implemen-
tation progress. Consistent with the RESTORE Act, the Comprehensive Plan 
developed by the Gulf Restoration Council will include provisions nec-
essary to fully incorporate the Strategy, projects, and programs rec-
ommended by the Task Force. 

(c) Federal members of the Gulf Restoration Council and Trustee Coun-
cil, as well as all Federal entities involved in Gulf Coast restoration, shall 
work closely with one another to advance their common goals, reduce du-
plication, and maximize consistency among their efforts. All Federal mem-
bers are directed to consult with each other and with all non-federal mem-
bers in carrying out their duties on the Gulf Restoration Council. 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:09 Jun 28, 2013 Jkt 229006 PO 00000 Frm 00321 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\229006T.XXX 229006Trm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



308 

Title 3—The President EO 13626 

Sec. 4. Ongoing Role of the Natural Resource Damage Assessment Trustee 
Council. (a) Executive Order 13554 recognized the role of the Trustee 
Council, and designated trustees as provided in 33 U.S.C. 2706, with trust-
eeship over natural resources injured, lost, or destroyed as a result of the 
Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. Specifically, Executive Order 13554 recog-
nized the importance of carefully coordinating the work of the Task Force 
with the Trustee Council, whose members have statutory responsibility to 
assess natural resources damages from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, to 
restore trust resources, and seek compensation for lost use of those trust 
resources. Section 3(b) of Executive Order 13554 instructed the Task Force 
to ‘‘support the Natural Resource Damage Assessment process by referring 
potential ecosystem restoration actions to the * * * Trustee Council for 
consideration and facilitating coordination among the relevant depart-
ments, agencies, and offices, as appropriate, subject to the independent 
statutory responsibilities of the trustees.’’ The Department of Commerce 
(through the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration), the De-
partment of the Interior (through the Fish and Wildlife Service and the Na-
tional Park Service), and the Department of Justice have worked to identify 
linkages and opportunities for the Task Force to complement the restora-
tion progress of the Trustee Council. 

(b) Section 7(e) of Executive Order 13554 provides that nothing in that 
order shall interfere with the statutory responsibilities and authority of the 
Trustee Council or the individual trustees to carry out their statutory re-
sponsibilities to assess natural resource damages and implement restoration 
actions under 33 U.S.C. 2706 and other applicable law. Agencies that were 
members of the Task Force shall continue to comply with these require-
ments. 

Sec. 5. Designating Trustees for Natural Resource Damage Assessment. 
Given their authorities, programs, and expertise, the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) and the Department of Agriculture (USDA) have institu-
tional capacities that can contribute significantly to the Natural Resource 
Damage Assessment and restoration efforts, including scientific and policy 
expertise as well as experience gained in the Task Force process and other 
planning efforts in the Gulf area. In addition, EPA’s and USDA’s relevant 
authorities cover a range of natural resources and their supporting eco-
systems, including waters, sediments, barrier islands, wetlands, soils, land 
management, air resources, and drinking water supplies. The inclusion of 
EPA and USDA as trustees participating in the Natural Resource Damage 
Assessment and restoration efforts will maximize coordination across the 
Federal Government and enhance overall efficiencies regarding Gulf Coast 
ecosystem restoration. Accordingly, without limiting the designations in 
Executive Order 12777 of October 18, 1991, or any other existing designa-
tions, and pursuant to section 2706(b)(2) of title 33, United States Code, I 
hereby designate the Administrator of EPA and the Secretary of Agriculture 
as additional trustees for Natural Resource Damage Assessment and restora-
tion solely in connection with injury to, destruction of, loss of, or loss of 
use of natural resources, including their supporting ecosystems, resulting 
from the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill. The addition of these Federal trust-
ees does not, in and of itself, alter any existing agreements among or be-
tween the trustees and any other entity. All Federal trustees are directed 
to consult, coordinate, and cooperate with each other in carrying out all of 
their trustee duties and responsibilities. 
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The Administrator of EPA is hereby directed to revise Subpart G of the Na-
tional Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan to reflect 
the designations for the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill discussed in this sec-
tion. 

Sec. 6. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to a department or agency, or the head 
thereof; or 

(ii) the functions of the Trustee Council, or those of the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, relating to budgetary, administrative, 
or legislative proposals. 
(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 

subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

(d) Executive Order 13554 of October 5, 2010, is hereby revoked concur-
rent with the termination of the Task Force under the terms described in 
section 2 of this order. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
September 10, 2012. 

Executive Order 13627 of September 25, 2012 

Strengthening Protections Against Trafficking in Persons in 
Federal Contracts 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the Federal Property and Ad-
ministrative Services Act (40 U.S.C. 101 et seq.) and the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000, as amended (TVPA) (Public Law 106–386, Division 
A), and in order to strengthen protections against trafficking in persons in 
Federal contracting, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. More than 20 million men, women, and children 
throughout the world are victims of severe forms of trafficking in persons 
(‘‘trafficking’’ or ‘‘trafficking in persons’’)—defined in section 103 of the 
TVPA, 22 U.S.C. 7102(8), to include sex trafficking in which a commercial 
sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person in-
duced to perform such act has not attained 18 years of age, or the recruit-
ment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for 
labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion, for the pur-
pose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slav-
ery. 

The United States has long had a zero-tolerance policy regarding Govern-
ment employees and contractor personnel engaging in any form of this 
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criminal behavior. As the largest single purchaser of goods and services in 
the world, the United States Government bears a responsibility to ensure 
that taxpayer dollars do not contribute to trafficking in persons. By pro-
viding our Government workforce with additional tools and training to 
apply and enforce existing policy, and by providing additional clarity to 
Government contractors and subcontractors on the steps necessary to fully 
comply with that policy, this order will help to protect vulnerable individ-
uals as contractors and subcontractors perform vital services and manufac-
ture the goods procured by the United States. 

In addition, the improved safeguards provided by this order to strengthen 
compliance with anti-trafficking laws will promote economy and efficiency 
in Government procurement. These safeguards, which have been largely 
modeled on successful practices in the private sector, will increase sta-
bility, productivity, and certainty in Federal contracting by avoiding the 
disruption and disarray caused by the use of trafficked labor and resulting 
investigative and enforcement actions. 

Sec. 2. Anti-Trafficking Provisions. (a) Within 180 days of the date of this 
order, the Federal Acquisition Regulatory (FAR) Council, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, the Attorney General, the Secretary of Labor, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, the Administrator for the United States 
Agency for International Development, and the heads of such other execu-
tive departments and agencies (agencies) as the FAR Council determines to 
be appropriate, shall take steps necessary to amend the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation to: 

(1) strengthen the efficacy of the Government’s zero-tolerance policy on 
trafficking in persons by Federal contractors and subcontractors in solicita-
tions, contracts, and subcontracts for supplies or services (including con-
struction and commercial items), by: 

(A) expressly prohibiting Federal contractors, contractor employees, sub-
contractors, and subcontractor employees from engaging in any of the 
following types of trafficking-related activities: 

(i) using misleading or fraudulent recruitment practices during the re-
cruitment of employees, such as failing to disclose basic information or 
making material misrepresentations regarding the key terms and condi-
tions of employment, including wages and fringe benefits, the location 
of work, living conditions and housing (if employer provided or ar-
ranged), any significant costs to be charged to the employee, and, if ap-
plicable, the hazardous nature of the work; 

(ii) charging employees recruitment fees; 

(iii) destroying, concealing, confiscating, or otherwise denying access 
by an employee to the employee’s identity documents, such as passports 
or drivers’ licenses; and 

(iv) for portions of contracts and subcontracts: 
(I) performed outside the United States, failing to pay return transpor-
tation costs upon the end of employment, for an employee who is not 
a national of the country in which the work is taking place and who 
was brought into that country for the purpose of working on a U.S. 
Government contract or subcontract; 
(II) not covered by subsection (a)(1)(A)(iv)(I) of this section, failing to 
pay return transportation costs upon the end of employment, for an 
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employee who is not a national of the country in which the work is 
taking place and who was brought into that country for the purpose 
of working on a U.S. Government contract or subcontract, if the pay-
ment of such costs is required under existing temporary worker pro-
grams or pursuant to a written agreement with the employee; pro-
vided, however 
(III) that the requirements of subsections (a)(1)(A)(iv)(I) and (II) shall 
not apply to: 

(aa) an employee who is legally permitted to remain in the country 
of employment and who chooses to do so; or 

(bb) an employee who is a victim of trafficking and is seeking victim 
services or legal redress in the country of employment, or an employee 
who is a witness in a trafficking-related enforcement action; 
(v) other specific activities that the FAR Council identifies as directly 

supporting or promoting trafficking in persons, the procurement of com-
mercial sex acts, or the use of forced labor in the performance of the con-
tract or subcontract; 

(B) requiring contractors and their subcontractors, by contract clause, to 
agree to cooperate fully in providing reasonable access to allow con-
tracting agencies and other responsible enforcement agencies to conduct 
audits, investigations, or other actions to ascertain compliance with the 
TVPA, this order, or any other applicable law or regulation establishing 
restrictions on trafficking in persons, the procurement of commercial sex 
acts, or the use of forced labor; and 

(C) requiring contracting officers to notify, in accordance with agency 
procedures, the agency’s Inspector General, the agency official respon-
sible for initiating suspension or debarment actions, and law enforce-
ment, if appropriate, if they become aware of any activities that would 
justify termination under section 106(g) of the TVPA, 22 U.S.C. 7104(g), 
or are inconsistent with the requirements of this order or any other ap-
plicable law or regulation establishing restrictions on trafficking in per-
sons, the procurement of commercial sex acts, or the use of forced labor, 
and further requiring that the agency official responsible for initiating 
suspension and debarment actions consider whether suspension or de-
barment is necessary in order to protect the Government’s interest; 
(2) except as provided in subsection (a)(3) of this section, ensure that 

provisions in solicitations and clauses in contracts and subcontracts, where 
the estimated value of the supplies acquired or services required to be per-
formed outside the United States exceeds $500,000, include the following 
requirements pertaining to the portion of the contract or subcontract per-
formed outside the United States: 

(A) that each such contractor and subcontractor maintain a compliance 
plan during the performance of the contract or subcontract that is appro-
priate for the size and complexity of the contract or subcontract and the 
nature and scope of the activities performed, including the risk that the 
contract or subcontract will involve services or supplies susceptible to 
trafficking. The compliance plan shall be provided to the contracting of-
ficer upon request, and relevant contents of the plan shall be posted no 
later than the initiation of contract performance at the workplace and on 
the contractor or subcontractor’s Web site (if one is maintained), and 
shall, at a minimum, include: 
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(i) an awareness program to inform employees about: 
(I) the policy of ensuring that employees do not engage in trafficking 
in persons or related activities, including those specified in subsection 
(a)(1)(A) of this section, the procurement of commercial sex acts, or 
the use of forced labor; and 
(II) the actions that will be taken against employees for violation of 
such policy; 

(ii) a process for employees to report, without fear of retaliation, any 
activity that would justify termination under section 106(g) of the TVPA, 
or is inconsistent with the requirements of this order, or any other appli-
cable law or regulation establishing restrictions on trafficking in persons, 
the procurement of commercial sex acts, or the use of forced labor; 

(iii) a recruitment and wage plan that only permits the use of recruit-
ment companies with trained employees, prohibits charging recruitment 
fees to the employee, and ensures that wages meet applicable host coun-
try legal requirements or explains any variance; 

(iv) a housing plan, if the contractor or subcontractor intends to pro-
vide or arrange housing, that ensures that the housing meets host country 
housing and safety standards or explains any variance; and 

(v) procedures to prevent subcontractors at any tier from engaging in 
trafficking in persons, including those trafficking-related activities de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1)(A) of this section, and to monitor, detect, and 
terminate any subcontractors or subcontractor employees that have en-
gaged in such activities; and 

(B) that each such contractor and subcontractor shall certify, prior to re-
ceiving an award and annually thereafter during the term of the contract 
or subcontract, that: 

(i) it has the compliance plan referred to in subsection (a)(2)(A) of this 
section in place to prevent trafficking-related activities described in sec-
tion 106(g) of the TVPA and this order; and 

(ii) either, to the best of its knowledge and belief, neither it nor any 
of its subcontractors has engaged in any such activities; or, if abuses 
have been found, the contractor or subcontractor has taken the appro-
priate remedial and referral actions; 

(3) specify that the requirements in subsections (a)(2)(A) and (B) of this 
section shall not apply with respect to contracts or subcontracts for com-
mercially available off-the-shelf items. 

(b) Not later than 1 year after the date of this order, the member agencies 
of the President’s Interagency Task Force to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons (PITF), established pursuant to section 105 of the TVPA, 
22 U.S.C. 7103, shall jointly establish a process for evaluating and identi-
fying, for Federal contracts and subcontracts performed substantially with-
in the United States, whether there are industries or sectors with a history 
(or where there is current evidence) of trafficking-related or forced labor ac-
tivities described in section 106(g) of the TVPA, in subsection (a)(1)(A) of 
this section, or any other applicable law or regulation establishing restric-
tions on trafficking in persons, the procurement of commercial sex acts, or 
the use of forced labor. Where the PITF has identified such industries or 
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sectors, it shall notify agencies of these designations, and individual agen-
cies shall, in consultation with the Office of Federal Procurement Policy of 
the Office of Management and Budget, adopt and publish appropriate safe-
guards, guidance, and compliance assistance to prevent trafficking and 
forced labor in Federal contracting in these identified areas. 

Sec. 3. Guidance and Training. (a) The Administrator for Federal Pro-
curement Policy shall: 

(1) in consultation with appropriate management councils, such as the 
Chief Acquisition Officers Council, provide guidance to agencies on devel-
oping appropriate internal procedures and controls for awarding and ad-
ministering Federal contracts to improve monitoring of and compliance 
with actions to prevent trafficking in persons, consistent with section 106 
of the TVPA, including the development of methods to track the number 
of trafficking violations reported and remedies applied; and 

(2) in consultation with the Federal Acquisition Institute and appropriate 
management councils, such as the Chief Acquisition Officers Council: 

(A) develop methods to track the number of Federal employees trained; 
and 

(B) implement training requirements to ensure that the Federal acquisi-
tion workforce is trained on the policies and responsibilities for com-
bating trafficking, including on: 

(i) applicable laws, regulations, and policies; and 

(ii) internal controls and oversight procedures implemented by the 
agency, including enforcement procedures available to the agency to in-
vestigate, manage, and mitigate contractor and subcontractor trafficking 
violations. 

(b) The member agencies of PITF shall jointly facilitate the sharing of infor-
mation that may be used by acquisition, program, and other offices within 
agencies to evaluate where the risk of trafficking in persons may be height-
ened based on the nature of the work to be performed, the place of per-
formance, and any other relevant considerations. 

Sec. 4. Effective Date. This order shall become effective immediately and 
shall apply to solicitations issued on or after the effective date for the ac-
tion taken by the FAR Council under subsection 2(a) of this order. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 
to impair or otherwise affect: 

(1) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(2) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
September 25, 2012. 

Executive Order 13628 of October 9, 2012 

Authorizing the Implementation of Certain Sanctions Set 
Forth in the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights 
Act of 2012 and Additional Sanctions With Respect to Iran 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) (IEEPA), the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), the Iran Sanctions Act of 1996 (Public 
Law 104–172) (50 U.S.C. 1701 note), as amended (ISA), the Comprehensive 
Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of 2010 (Public Law 
111–195) (22 U.S.C. 8501 et seq.), as amended (CISADA), the Iran Threat 
Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 (Public Law 112–158) 
(ITRSHRA), section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, 
as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, and in order to take additional steps with respect to the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 12957 of March 15, 1995, 

I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, hereby 
order: 

Section 1. (a) When the President, or the Secretary of State or the Secretary 
of the Treasury pursuant to authority delegated by the President and in ac-
cordance with the terms of such delegation, has determined that sanctions 
shall be imposed on a person pursuant to ISA, CISADA, or ITRSHRA and 
has, in accordance with those authorities, selected one or more of the sanc-
tions set forth in section 6 of ISA to impose on that person, the Secretary 
of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of State, shall take the 
following actions with respect to the sanctions selected and maintained by 
the President, the Secretary of State, or the Secretary of the Treasury: 

(i) with respect to section 6(a)(3) of ISA, prohibit any United States fi-
nancial institution from making loans or providing credits to the sanc-
tioned person consistent with that section; 

(ii) with respect to section 6(a)(6) of ISA, prohibit any transactions in for-
eign exchange that are subject to the jurisdiction of the United States and 
in which the sanctioned person has any interest; 

(iii) with respect to section 6(a)(7) of ISA, prohibit any transfers of credit 
or payments between financial institutions or by, through, or to any fi-
nancial institution, to the extent that such transfers or payments are sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States and involve any interest of 
the sanctioned person; 
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(iv) with respect to section 6(a)(8) of ISA, block all property and interests 
in property that are in the United States, that come within the United 
States, or that are or come within the possession or control of any United 
States person, including any foreign branch, of the sanctioned person, 
and provide that such property and interests in property may not be 
transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in; 

(v) with respect to section 6(a)(9) of ISA, prohibit any United States per-
son from investing in or purchasing significant amounts of equity or debt 
instruments of a sanctioned person; 

(vi) with respect to section 6(a)(11) of ISA, impose on the principal exec-
utive officer or officers, or persons performing similar functions and with 
similar authorities, of a sanctioned person the sanctions described in sec-
tions 6(a)(3), 6(a)(6), (6)(a)(7), 6(a)(8), 6(a)(9), or 6(a)(12) of ISA, as se-
lected by the President, Secretary of State, or Secretary of the Treasury, 
as appropriate; or 

(vii) with respect to section 6(a)(12) of ISA, restrict or prohibit imports 
of goods, technology, or services, directly or indirectly, into the United 
States from the sanctioned person. 

(b) The prohibitions in subsection (a) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the date of this 
order. 

Sec. 2. (a) All property and interests in property that are in the United 
States, that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter 
come within the possession or control of any United States person, includ-
ing any foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not 
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in: any person 
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with or at the 
recommendation of the Secretary of State: 

(i) to have knowingly, on or after August 10, 2012, transferred, or facili-
tated the transfer of, goods or technologies to Iran, any entity organized 
under the laws of Iran or otherwise subject to the jurisdiction of the Gov-
ernment of Iran, or any national of Iran, for use in or with respect to 
Iran, that are likely to be used by the Government of Iran or any of its 
agencies or instrumentalities, or by any other person on behalf of the 
Government of Iran or any of such agencies or instrumentalities, to com-
mit serious human rights abuses against the people of Iran; 

(ii) to have knowingly, on or after August 10, 2012, provided services, 
including services relating to hardware, software, or specialized informa-
tion or professional consulting, engineering, or support services, with re-
spect to goods or technologies that have been transferred to Iran and that 
are likely to be used by the Government of Iran or any of its agencies 
or instrumentalities, or by any other person on behalf of the Government 
of Iran or any of such agencies or instrumentalities, to commit serious 
human rights abuses against the people of Iran; 

(iii) to have materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, mate-
rial, or technological support for, or goods or services to or in support 
of, the activities described in subsection (a)(i) or (a)(ii) of this section or 
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any person whose property and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to this section; or 

(iv) to be owned or controlled by, or to have acted or purported to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pursuant to this section. 

(b) The prohibitions in subsection (a) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the date of this 
order. 

Sec. 3. (a) All property and interests in property that are in the United 
States, that hereafter come within the United States, or that are or hereafter 
come within the possession or control of any United States person, includ-
ing any foreign branch, of the following persons are blocked and may not 
be transferred, paid, exported, withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in: any person 
determined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with or at the 
recommendation of the Secretary of State: 

(i) to have engaged in censorship or other activities with respect to Iran 
on or after June 12, 2009, that prohibit, limit, or penalize the exercise 
of freedom of expression or assembly by citizens of Iran, or that limit ac-
cess to print or broadcast media, including the facilitation or support of 
intentional frequency manipulation by the Government of Iran or an enti-
ty owned or controlled by the Government of Iran that would jam or re-
strict an international signal; 

(ii) to have materially assisted, sponsored, or provided financial, mate-
rial, or technological support for, or goods or services to or in support 
of, the activities described in subsection (a)(i) of this section or any per-
son whose property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to 
this section; or 

(iii) to be owned or controlled by, or to have acted or purported to act 
for or on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any person whose property and 
interests in property are blocked pursuant to this section. 

(b) The prohibitions in subsection (a) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the date of this 
order. 

Sec. 4. (a) No entity owned or controlled by a United States person and 
established or maintained outside the United States may knowingly engage 
in any transaction, directly or indirectly, with the Government of Iran or 
any person subject to the jurisdiction of the Government of Iran, if that 
transaction would be prohibited by Executive Order 12957, Executive 
Order 12959 of May 6, 1995, Executive Order 13059 of August 19, 1997, 
Executive Order 13599 of February 5, 2012, section 5 of Executive Order 
13622 of July 30, 2012, or section 12 of this order, or any regulation issued 
pursuant to the foregoing, if the transaction were engaged in by a United 
States person or in the United States. 

(b) Penalties assessed for violations of the prohibition in subsection (a) of 
this section, and any related violations of section 12 of this order, may be 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 10:09 Jun 28, 2013 Jkt 229006 PO 00000 Frm 00330 Fmt 8090 Sfmt 8090 Y:\SGML\229006T.XXX 229006Trm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

D
S

K
2T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



317 

Executive Orders EO 13628 

assessed against the United States person that owns or controls the entity 
that engaged in the prohibited transaction. 

(c) Penalties for violations of the prohibition in subsection (a) of this sec-
tion shall not apply if the United States person that owns or controls the 
entity divests or terminates its business with the entity not later than Feb-
ruary 6, 2013. 

(d) The prohibitions in subsection (a) of this section apply except to the 
extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or licenses 
that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding any con-
tract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the date of this 
order. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of State, in consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Secretary of Commerce, and the United States Trade Rep-
resentative, and with the President of the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States, the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem, and other agencies and officials as appropriate, is hereby authorized 
to impose on a person any of the sanctions described in section 6 or 7 of 
this order upon determining that the person: 

(a) knowingly, between July 1, 2010, and August 10, 2012, sold, leased, or 
provided to Iran goods, services, technology, information, or support with 
a fair market value of $1,000,000 or more, or with an aggregate fair market 
value of $5,000,000 or more during a 12-month period, and that could di-
rectly and significantly facilitate the maintenance or expansion of Iran’s do-
mestic production of refined petroleum products, including any direct and 
significant assistance with respect to the construction, modernization, or re-
pair of petroleum refineries; 

(b) knowingly, between July 1, 2010, and August 10, 2012, sold or provided 
to Iran refined petroleum products with a fair market value of $1,000,000 
or more, or with an aggregate fair market value of $5,000,000 or more dur-
ing a 12-month period; 

(c) knowingly, between July 1, 2010, and August 10, 2012, sold, leased, or 
provided to Iran goods, services, technology, information, or support with 
a fair market value of $1,000,000 or more, or with an aggregate fair market 
value of $5,000,000 or more during a 12-month period, and that could di-
rectly and significantly contribute to the enhancement of Iran’s ability to 
import refined petroleum products; 

(d) is a successor entity to a person determined by the Secretary of State 
in accordance with this section to meet the criteria in subsection (a), (b), 
or (c) of this section; 

(e) owns or controls a person determined by the Secretary of State in ac-
cordance with this section to meet the criteria in subsection (a), (b), or (c) 
of this section, and had knowledge that the person engaged in the activities 
referred to in that subsection; or 

(f) is owned or controlled by, or under common ownership or control with, 
a person determined by the Secretary of State in accordance with this sec-
tion to meet the criteria in subsection (a), (b), or (c) of this section, and 
knowingly participated in the activities referred to in that subsection. 

Sec. 6. (a) When the Secretary of State, in accordance with the terms of sec-
tion 5 of this order, has determined that a person meets any of the criteria 
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described in section 5 and has selected any of the sanctions set forth below 
to impose on that person, the heads of relevant agencies, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, shall take the following actions where nec-
essary to implement the sanctions imposed by the Secretary of State: 

(i) the Board of Directors of the Export-Import Bank shall deny approval 
of the issuance of any guarantee, insurance, extension of credit, or par-
ticipation in an extension of credit in connection with the export of any 
goods or services to the sanctioned person; 

(ii) agencies shall not issue any specific license or grant any other spe-
cific permission or authority under any statute that requires the prior re-
view and approval of the United States Government as a condition for 
the export or reexport of goods or technology to the sanctioned person; 

(iii) with respect to a sanctioned person that is a financial institution: 

(1) the Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem and the President of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York shall 
take such actions as they deem appropriate, including denying designa-
tion, or terminating the continuation of any prior designation of, the 
sanctioned person as a primary dealer in United States Government debt 
instruments; or 

(2) agencies shall prevent the sanctioned person from serving as an agent 
of the United States Government or serving as a repository for United 
States Government funds; or 

(iv) agencies shall not procure, or enter into a contract for the procure-
ment of, any goods or services from the sanctioned person. 

(b) The prohibitions in subsections (a)(i)–(a)(iv) of this section apply except 
to the extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or 
licenses that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding 
any contract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the date 
of this order. 

Sec. 7. (a) When the Secretary of State, in accordance with the terms of sec-
tion 5 of this order, has determined that a person meets any of the criteria 
described in section 5 and has selected any of the sanctions set forth below 
to impose on that person, the Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State, shall take the following actions where nec-
essary to implement the sanctions imposed by the Secretary of State: 

(i) prohibit any United States financial institution from making loans or 
providing credits to the sanctioned person totaling more than 
$10,000,000 in any 12-month period, unless such person is engaged in 
activities to relieve human suffering and the loans or credits are pro-
vided for such activities; 

(ii) prohibit any transactions in foreign exchange that are subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States and in which the sanctioned person has 
any interest; 

(iii) prohibit any transfers of credit or payments between financial insti-
tutions or by, through, or to any financial institution, to the extent that 
such transfers or payments are subject to the jurisdiction of the United 
States and involve any interest of the sanctioned person; 

(iv) block all property and interests in property that are in the United 
States, that come within the United States, or that are or come within 
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the possession or control of any United States person, including any for-
eign branch, of the sanctioned person, and provide that such property 
and interests in property may not be transferred, paid, exported, with-
drawn, or otherwise dealt in; or 

(v) restrict or prohibit imports of goods, technology, or services, directly 
or indirectly, into the United States from the sanctioned person. 

(b) The prohibitions in subsections (a)(i)–(a)(v) of this section apply except 
to the extent provided by statutes, or in regulations, orders, directives, or 
licenses that may be issued pursuant to this order, and notwithstanding 
any contract entered into or any license or permit granted prior to the date 
of this order. 

Sec. 8. I hereby determine that, to the extent that section 203(b)(2) of IEEPA 
(50 U.S.C. 1702(b)(2)) may apply, the making of donations of the types of 
articles specified in such section by, to, or for the benefit of any person 
whose property and interests in property are blocked pursuant to this order 
would seriously impair my ability to deal with the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12957, and I hereby prohibit such donations as 
provided by subsections 1(a)(iv), 2(a), 3(a), and 7(a)(iv) of this order. 

Sec. 9. The prohibitions in subsections 1(a)(iv), 2(a), 3(a), and 7(a)(iv) of 
this order include but are not limited to: 

(a) the making of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or services 
by, to, or for the benefit of any person whose property and interests in 
property are blocked pursuant to this order; and 

(b) the receipt of any contribution or provision of funds, goods, or services 
from any such person. 

Sec. 10. I hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant and nonimmigrant 
entry into the United States of aliens who meet one or more of the criteria 
in subsections 2(a) and 3(a) of this order would be detrimental to the inter-
ests of the United States, and I hereby suspend the entry into the United 
States, as immigrants or nonimmigrants, of such persons. Such persons 
shall be treated as persons covered by section 1 of Proclamation 8693 of 
July 24, 2011 (Suspension of Entry of Aliens Subject to United Nations Se-
curity Council Travel Bans and International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act Sanctions). 

Sec. 11. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA and sections 6(a)(6), 6(a)(7), 6(a)(8), 6(a)(9), 6(a)(11), and 
6(a)(12) of ISA, and to employ all powers granted to the United States Gov-
ernment by section 6(a)(3) of ISA, as may be necessary to carry out the pur-
poses of this order. The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of 
these functions to other officers and agencies of the United States Govern-
ment consistent with applicable law. 

Sec. 12. (a) Any transaction that evades or avoids, has the purpose of evad-
ing or avoiding, causes a violation of, or attempts to violate any of the pro-
hibitions set forth in this order or in Executive Order 12957, Executive 
Order 12959, Executive Order 13059, or Executive Order 13599 is prohib-
ited. 
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(b) Any conspiracy formed to violate any of the prohibitions set forth in 
this order or in Executive Order 12957, Executive Order 12959, Executive 
Order 13059, or Executive Order 13599 is prohibited. 

Sec. 13. For the purposes of this order: 

(a) the term ‘‘entity’’ means a partnership, association, trust, joint venture, 
corporation, group, subgroup, or other organization; 

(b) the term ‘‘Government of Iran’’ includes the Government of Iran, any 
political subdivision, agency, or instrumentality thereof, including the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran, and any person owned or controlled by, or acting for or 
on behalf of, the Government of Iran; 

(c) the term ‘‘Iran’’ means the Government of Iran and the territory of Iran 
and any other territory or marine area, including the exclusive economic 
zone and continental shelf, over which the Government of Iran claims sov-
ereignty, sovereign rights, or jurisdiction, provided that the Government of 
Iran exercises partial or total de facto control over the area or derives a ben-
efit from economic activity in the area pursuant to international arrange-
ments; 

(d) the terms ‘‘knowledge’’ and ‘‘knowingly,’’ with respect to conduct, a cir-
cumstance, or a result, mean that a person has actual knowledge, or should 
have known, of the conduct, the circumstance, or the result; 

(e) the term ‘‘person’’ means an individual or entity; 

(f) the term ‘‘sanctioned person’’ means a person that the President, or the 
Secretary of State or the Secretary of the Treasury pursuant to authority 
delegated by the President and in accordance with the terms of such dele-
gation, has determined is a person on whom sanctions shall be imposed 
pursuant to IEEPA, ISA, CISADA, or ITRSHRA, and on whom the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of State, or the Secretary of the Treasury has imposed 
any of the sanctions in section 6 of ISA; 

(g) for the purposes of section 4 of this order, the term ‘‘subject to the juris-
diction of the Government of Iran’’ means a person organized under the 
laws of Iran or any jurisdiction within Iran, ordinarily resident in Iran, or 
in Iran, or owned or controlled by any of the foregoing; 

(h) the term ‘‘United States financial institution’’ means a financial institu-
tion (including its foreign branches) organized under the laws of the United 
States or any jurisdiction within the United States or located in the United 
States; and 

(i) the term ‘‘United States person’’ means any United States citizen, per-
manent resident alien, entity organized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States (including foreign branches), 
or any person in the United States. 

Sec. 14. For those persons whose property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to this order who might have a constitutional presence 
in the United States, I find that because of the ability to transfer funds or 
other assets instantaneously, prior notice to such persons of measures to be 
taken pursuant to this order would render those measures ineffectual. I 
therefore determine that for these measures to be effective in addressing the 
national emergency declared in Executive Order 12957, there need be no 
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prior notice of an action taken pursuant to subsections 1(a)(iv), 2(a), 3(a), 
and 7(a)(iv) of this order. 

Sec. 15. Executive Order 13622 is hereby amended as follows: 

(a) Subsection (1)(c)(ii) is amended by deleting the words ‘‘with respect to 
the country with primary jurisdiction over the foreign financial institu-
tion.’’ 

(b) Subsection (2)(b)(ii) is amended by deleting the words ‘‘with respect to 
the country with primary jurisdiction over the person.’’ 

(c) Subsection 1(d) is amended by inserting the words ‘‘agricultural com-
modities,’’ after the words ‘‘sale of.’’ 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary 
of State, is hereby authorized to take such actions, including the promulga-
tion of rules and regulations, and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA, as may be necessary to carry out section 104A of CISADA 
(22 U.S.C. 8514). The Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any of these 
functions to other officers and agencies of the United States Government 
consistent with applicable law. 

Sec. 17. All agencies of the United States Government are hereby directed 
to take all appropriate measures within their authority to carry out the pro-
visions of this order. 

Sec. 18. This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or 
benefit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its of-
ficers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

Sec. 19. The measures taken pursuant to this order are in response to ac-
tions of the Government of Iran occurring after the conclusion of the 1981 
Algiers Accords, and are intended solely as a response to those later ac-
tions. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
October 9, 2012. 

Executive Order 13629 of October 26, 2012 

Establishing the White House Homeland Security 
Partnership Council 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to advance the Federal Gov-
ernment’s use of local partnerships to address homeland security chal-
lenges, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. The purpose of this order is to maximize the Federal 
Government’s ability to develop local partnerships in the United States to 
support homeland security priorities. Partnerships are collaborative work-
ing relationships in which the goals, structure, and roles and responsibil-
ities of the relationships are mutually determined. Collaboration enables 
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the Federal Government and its partners to use resources more efficiently, 
build on one another’s expertise, drive innovation, engage in collective ac-
tion, broaden investments to achieve shared goals, and improve perform-
ance. Partnerships enhance our ability to address homeland security prior-
ities, from responding to natural disasters to preventing terrorism, by uti-
lizing diverse perspectives, skills, tools, and resources. 

The National Security Strategy emphasizes the importance of partnerships, 
underscoring that to keep our Nation safe ‘‘we must tap the ingenuity out-
side government through strategic partnerships with the private sector, 
nongovernmental organizations, foundations, and community-based organi-
zations. Such partnerships are critical to U.S. success at home and abroad, 
and we will support them through enhanced opportunities for engagement, 
coordination, transparency, and information sharing.’’ This approach recog-
nizes that, given the complexities and range of challenges, we must institu-
tionalize an all-of-Nation effort to address the evolving threats to the 
United States. 

Sec. 2. White House Homeland Security Partnership Council and Steering 
Committee. 

(a) White House Homeland Security Partnership Council. There is estab-
lished a White House Homeland Security Partnership Council (Council) to 
foster local partnerships—between the Federal Government and the private 
sector, nongovernmental organizations, foundations, community-based or-
ganizations, and State, local, tribal, and territorial government and law en-
forcement—to address homeland security challenges. The Council shall be 
chaired by the Assistant to the President for Homeland Security and 
Counterterrorism (Chair), or a designee from the National Security Staff. 

(b) Council Membership. 
(i) Pursuant to the nomination process established in subsection (b)(ii) of 
this section, the Council shall be composed of Federal officials who are 
from field offices of the executive departments, agencies, and bureaus 
(agencies) that are members of the Steering Committee established in 
subsection (c) of this section, and who have demonstrated an ability to 
develop, sustain, and institutionalize local partnerships to address policy 
priorities. 

(ii) The nomination process and selection criteria for members of the 
Council shall be established by the Steering Committee. Based on those 
criteria, agency heads may select and present to the Steering Committee 
their nominee or nominees to represent them on the Council. The Steer-
ing Committee shall consider all of the nominees and decide by con-
sensus which of the nominees shall participate on the Council. Each 
member agency on the Steering Committee, with the exception of the Of-
fice of the Director of National Intelligence, may have at least one rep-
resentative on the Council. 

(c) Steering Committee. There is also established a Steering Committee, 
chaired by the Chair of the Council, to provide guidance to the Council and 
perform other functions as set forth in this order. The Steering Committee 
shall include a representative at the Deputy agency head level, or that rep-
resentative’s designee, from the following agencies: 

(i) Department of State; 

(ii) Department of the Treasury; 
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(iii) Department of Defense; 

(iv) Department of Justice; 

(v) Department of the Interior; 

(vi) Department of Agriculture; 

(vii) Department of Commerce; 

(viii) Department of Labor; 

(ix) Department of Health and Human Services; 

(x) Department of Housing and Urban Development; 

(xi) Department of Transportation; 

(xii) Department of Energy; 

(xiii) Department of Education; 

(xiv) Department of Veterans Affairs; 

(xv) Department of Homeland Security; 

(xvi) Office of the Director of National Intelligence; 

(xvii) Environmental Protection Agency; 

(xviii) Small Business Administration; and 

(xix) Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
At the invitation of the Chair, representatives of agencies not listed in sub-
section (c) of this section or other executive branch entities may attend and 
participate in Steering Committee meetings as appropriate. 

(d) Administration. The Chair or a designee shall convene meetings of the 
Council and Steering Committee, determine their agendas, and coordinate 
their work. The Council may establish subgroups consisting exclusively of 
Council members or their designees, as appropriate. 

Sec. 3. Mission and Function of the Council and Steering Committee. (a) 
The Council shall, consistent with guidance from the Steering Committee: 

(i) advise the Chair and Steering Committee members on priorities, chal-
lenges, and opportunities for local partnerships to support homeland se-
curity priorities, as well as regularly report to the Steering Committee on 
the Council’s efforts; 

(ii) promote homeland security priorities and opportunities for collabora-
tion between Federal Government field offices and State, local, tribal, 
and territorial stakeholders; 

(iii) advise and confer with State, local, tribal, and territorial stake-
holders and agencies interested in expanding or building local homeland 
security partnerships; 

(iv) raise awareness of local partnership best practices that can support 
homeland security priorities; 

(v) as appropriate, conduct outreach to representatives of the private sec-
tor, nongovernmental organizations, foundations, community-based orga-
nizations, and State, local, tribal, and territorial government and law en-
forcement entities with relevant expertise for local homeland security 
partnerships, and collaborate with other Federal Government bodies; and 
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(vi) convene an annual meeting to exchange key findings, progress, and 
best practices. 

(b) The Steering Committee shall: 
(i) determine the scope of issue areas the Council will address and its 
operating protocols, in consultation with the Office of Management and 
Budget; 

(ii) establish the nomination process and selection criteria for members 
of the Council as set forth in section 2(b)(ii) of this order; 

(iii) provide guidance to the Council on the activities set forth in sub-
section (a) of this section; and 

(iv) within 1 year of the selection of the Council members, and annually 
thereafter, provide a report on the work of the Council to the President 
through the Chair. 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) The heads of agencies participating in the 
Steering Committee shall assist and provide information to the Council, 
consistent with applicable law, as may be necessary to implement this 
order. Each agency shall bear its own expense for participating in the 
Council. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals; or 

(iii) the functions of the Overseas Security Advisory Council. 
(c) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law and ap-
propriate protections for privacy and civil liberties, and subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations. 

(d) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
October 26, 2012. 

Executive Order 13630 of December 6, 2012 

Establishment of an Interagency Task Force on Commercial 
Advocacy 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, and in order to help level the playing field 
on behalf of U.S. businesses and workers competing for international con-
tracts against foreign firms and to facilitate the growth of sales of U.S. 
goods and services around the world in support of the National Export Ini-
tiative, it is hereby ordered as follows: 
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Section 1. Policy. Executive Order 13534 of March 11, 2010, created the 
National Export Initiative (NEI), which provides unprecedented Federal 
support for exports of goods and services by American businesses. Execu-
tive Order 13534 also established the Export Promotion Cabinet to develop 
and coordinate the implementation of the eight priorities of the NEI, which 
include, but are not limited to, improving advocacy and trade promotion 
efforts on behalf of U.S. exporters, increasing access to export financing, 
and removing barriers to trade and enforcing U.S. trade laws and agree-
ments. As part of these responsibilities, the Export Promotion Cabinet, in 
coordination with the Advocacy Center at the Department of Commerce, is 
focused on ensuring that the Federal Government’s commercial advocacy 
effectively promotes exports by U.S. businesses, particularly by those firms 
competing for international contracts against foreign firms that may benefit 
from strong home government support. The creation of a new whole-of-gov-
ernment commercial advocacy task force that will provide enhanced Fed-
eral support for U.S. businesses competing for international contracts, co-
ordinate the efforts of executive branch leadership in engaging their foreign 
counterparts on commercial advocacy issues, and increase the availability 
of information to the U.S. business community about these kinds of export 
opportunities, will ensure that U.S. exporters have more support for selling 
their goods and services in global markets. 

Sec. 2. Establishment and Membership. There is hereby established an 
Interagency Task Force on Commercial Advocacy (Task Force). 

(a) The Task Force shall be chaired by the Secretary of Commerce (Chair) 
and consist of senior-level officials from the following executive depart-
ments and agencies (agencies) designated by the heads of those agencies: 

(i) Department of State; 

(ii) Department of the Treasury; 

(iii) Department of Defense; 

(iv) Department of Agriculture; 

(v) Department of Health and Human Services; 

(vi) Department of Transportation; 

(vii) Department of Energy; 

(viii) Department of Homeland Security; 

(ix) United States Agency for International Development; 

(x) Export-Import Bank of the United States; 

(xi) Millennium Challenge Corporation; 

(xii) Overseas Private Investment Corporation; 

(xiii) Small Business Administration; 

(xiv) United States Trade and Development Agency; and 

(xv) such other agencies as the President, or the Chair, may designate. 

(b) The Chair shall designate a senior-level official of the Department of 
Commerce as the Executive Director of the Task Force, who shall be re-
sponsible for regularly convening and presiding over the meetings of the 
Task Force, determining its agenda, and guiding its work in fulfilling its 
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functions under this order in coordination with the Advocacy Center at 
the Department of Commerce. 

Sec. 3. Functions. The Task Force shall perform the following functions: 

(a) review and prioritize commercial advocacy cases in which the Advo-
cacy Center at the Department of Commerce has approved the provision 
of commercial advocacy services, and coordinate the activities of rel-
evant agencies to enhance Federal support for such cases, in order to in-
crease the success of U.S. exporters competing for foreign procurements; 

(b) coordinate the engagement of agency leadership with their foreign 
counterparts regarding commercial advocacy issues, particularly with re-
spect to their foreign travel and other occasions for engagement with for-
eign officials, and evaluate reports on the outcomes of such engagement, 
in order to increase the number of senior-level agency officials regularly 
and effectively advocating on behalf of U.S. exporters; 

(c) develop strategies to raise the awareness of commercial advocacy as-
sistance within the U.S. business community in order to increase the 
number of U.S. businesses utilizing commercial advocacy services; 

(d) institute processes to obtain and distribute information about foreign 
procurement opportunities that may be of interest to U.S. businesses in 
order to expand awareness of opportunities for U.S. businesses to sell 
their goods and services to foreign governments; 

(e) facilitate voluntary short-term personnel exchanges, not to exceed 120 
days, between the Department of Commerce and other Task Force agen-
cies, in order to cross-train Federal personnel to better serve U.S. export-
ers; and 

(f) submit a progress report to the Export Promotion Cabinet every 180 
days, which should include, but not be limited to, the number of com-
mercial advocacy cases opened and successfully concluded, the number 
of commercial advocacy engagements by senior-level agency officials, 
and the number of U.S. businesses utilizing commercial advocacy serv-
ices. The Advocacy Center at the Department of Commerce will be re-
sponsible for managing and tracking all commercial advocacy reporting 
for the Task Force. 

Sec. 4. Definitions. For the purposes of this order: 

(a) the term ‘‘commercial advocacy’’ shall mean Federal support for U.S. 
firms competing for foreign project or procurement opportunities; and 

(b) the term ‘‘foreign project or procurement opportunities’’ shall mean 
export opportunities, including defense export opportunities, for U.S. 
businesses that involve foreign government decisionmakers, including 
foreign government-owned corporations. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) The Commerce Department shall provide 
funding and administrative support for the Task Force to the extent per-
mitted by law and consistent with existing appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise effect: 

(i) the authority granted by law, regulation, Executive Order, or Presi-
dential Directive to an executive department, agency, or the head thereof; 
and 
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(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its 
officers, employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

December 6, 2012. 

Executive Order 13631 of December 7, 2012 

Reestablishment of Advisory Group 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including section 4001 of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111–148), 42 U.S.C. 300u–10, 
it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Reestablishing the Advisory Group on Prevention, Health Pro-
motion, and Integrative and Public Health. The Advisory Group on Preven-
tion, Health Promotion, and Integrative and Public Health (Advisory 
Group), as set forth under the provisions of Executive Order 13544 of June 
10, 2010, and continued by section 2 of Executive Order 13591 of Novem-
ber 23, 2011, is hereby reestablished and shall terminate on September 30, 
2013, unless extended by the President. The same members who were serv-
ing on the Advisory Group on September 30, 2012, are hereby reappointed 
to the Advisory Group as reestablished by this order, as if the Advisory 
Group had continued without termination through the date of this Execu-
tive Order. 

Sec. 2. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(1) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(2) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

December 7, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13632 of December 7, 2012 

Establishing the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Purpose. Hurricane Sandy made landfall on October 29, 2012, 
resulting in major flooding, extensive structural damage, and significant 
loss of life. A dangerous nor’easter followed 9 days later causing additional 
damage and undermining the recovery effort. As a result of these events, 
thousands of individuals were displaced and millions lost power, some for 
an extended period of time. Over 1,600 stores were closed, and fuel dis-
tribution was severely disrupted, further complicating the recovery effort. 
New York and New Jersey—two of the Nation’s most populous States— 
were especially hard hit by these storms. 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) in the Department of 
Homeland Security is leading the recovery efforts to assist the affected re-
gion. A disaster of Hurricane Sandy’s magnitude merits a comprehensive 
and collaborative approach to the long-term rebuilding plans for this crit-
ical region and its infrastructure. Rebuilding efforts must address economic 
conditions and the region’s aged infrastructure—including its public hous-
ing, transportation systems, and utilities—and identify the requirements 
and resources necessary to bring these systems to a more resilient condition 
given both current and future risks. 

This order establishes the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force (Task 
Force) to provide the coordination that is necessary to support these re-
building objectives. In collaboration with the leadership provided through 
the National Disaster Recovery Framework (NDRF), the Task Force will 
identify opportunities for achieving rebuilding success, consistent with the 
NDRF’s commitment to support economic vitality, enhance public health 
and safety, protect and enhance natural and manmade infrastructure, and 
ensure appropriate accountability. The Task Force will work to ensure that 
the Federal Government continues to provide appropriate resources to sup-
port affected State, local, and tribal communities to improve the region’s 
resilience, health, and prosperity by building for the future. 

Sec. 2. Establishment of the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force. There 
is established the Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Task Force, which shall be 
chaired by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development (Chair). 

(a) In addition to the Chair, the Task Force shall consist of the head of 
each of the following executive departments, agencies, and offices, or their 
designated representatives: 

(i) the Department of the Treasury; 

(ii) the Department of the Interior; 

(iii) the Department of Agriculture; 

(iv) the Department of Commerce; 

(v) the Department of Labor; 

(vi) the Department of Health and Human Services; 

(vii) the Department of Transportation; 
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(viii) the Department of Energy; 

(ix) the Department of Education; 

(x) the Department of Veterans Affairs; 

(xi) the Department of Homeland Security; 

(xii) the Environmental Protection Agency; 

(xiii) the Small Business Administration; 

(xiv) the Army Corps of Engineers; 

(xv) the Office of Management and Budget; 

(xvi) the National Security Staff; 

(xvii) the Domestic Policy Council; 

(xviii) the National Economic Council; 

(xix) the Council on Environmental Quality; 

(xx) the Office of Science and Technology Policy; 

(xxi) the Council of Economic Advisers; 

(xxii) the White House Office of Public Engagement and Intergovern-
mental Affairs; 

(xxiii) the White House Office of Cabinet Affairs; and 

(xxiv) such other agencies and offices as the President may designate. 
(b) The Chair shall regularly convene and preside at meetings of the Task 

Force and determine its agenda as the Task Force exercises the functions 
set forth in section 3 of this order. The Chair’s duties shall also include: 

(i) communicating and engaging with States, tribes, local governments, 
Members of Congress, other stakeholders and interested parties, and the 
public on matters pertaining to rebuilding in the affected region; 

(ii) coordinating the efforts of executive departments, agencies, and of-
fices related to the functions of the Task Force; and 

(iii) specifying the form and subject matter of regular reports to be sub-
mitted concurrently to the Domestic Policy Council, the National Secu-
rity Staff, and the Chair. 

Sec. 3. Functions of the Task Force. Consistent with the principles of the 
NDRF, including individual and family empowerment, leadership and local 
primacy, partnership and inclusiveness, public information, unity of effort, 
timeliness and flexibility, resilience and sustainability, and psychological 
and emotional recovery, the Task Force shall: 

(a) work closely with FEMA in the coordination of rebuilding efforts 
with the various intergovernmental activities taken in conjunction with the 
NDRF; 

(b) describe the potentially relevant authorities and resources of each 
member of the Task Force; 

(c) identify and work to remove obstacles to resilient rebuilding in a 
manner that addresses existing and future risks and vulnerabilities and pro-
motes the long-term sustainability of communities and ecosystems; 
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(d) coordinate with entities in the affected region in efforts to: 

(i) ensure the prompt and orderly transition of affected individuals and 
families into safe and sanitary long-term housing; 

(ii) plan for the rebuilding of critical infrastructure damaged by Hurri-
cane Sandy in a manner that accounts for current vulnerabilities to ex-
treme weather events and increases community and regional resilience 
in responding to future impacts; 

(iii) support the strengthening of the economy; and 

(iv) understand current vulnerabilities and future risks from extreme 
weather events, and identify resources and authorities that can con-
tribute to strengthening community and regional resilience as critical in-
frastructure is rebuilt and ecosystem functions are restored; 

(e) prior to the termination of the Task Force, present to the President 
a Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Strategy (Strategy) as provided in section 5 
of this order; 

(f) engage local stakeholders, communities, the public, Members of Con-
gress, and other officials throughout the areas affected by Hurricane Sandy 
to ensure that all parties have an opportunity to share their needs and 
viewpoints to inform the work of the Task Force, including the develop-
ment of the Strategy; and 

(g) communicate with affected tribes in a manner consistent with Execu-
tive Order 13175 of November 6, 2000, regarding the consultation and co-
ordination with Indian tribal governments. 

Sec. 4. Task Force Advisory Group. The Chair shall, at his discretion, estab-
lish an Advisory Group to advise the Task Force and invite individuals to 
participate in it. Participants shall be elected State, local, and tribal offi-
cials and may include Governors, Mayors, County Executives, tribal elected 
officials, and other elected officials from the affected region as the Chair 
deems appropriate. Members of the Advisory Group, acting in their official 
capacity, may designate employees with authority to act on their behalf. 
The Advisory Group shall generally advise the Task Force as requested by 
the Chair, and shall provide input on each element of the Strategy de-
scribed in section 5 of this order. 

Sec. 5. Hurricane Sandy Rebuilding Strategy. (a) Within 180 days of the 
first convening of its members, the Task Force shall prepare a Strategy that 
includes: 

(i) a summary of Task Force activities; 

(ii) a long-term rebuilding plan that includes input from State, local, and 
tribal officials and is supported by Federal agencies, which is informed 
by an assessment of current vulnerabilities to extreme weather events 
and seeks to mitigate future risks; 

(iii) specific outcomes, goals, and actions by Federal, State, local, and 
tribal governments and the private sector, such as the establishment of 
permanent entities, as well as any proposed legislative, regulatory, or 
other actions that could support the affected region’s rebuilding; and 

(iv) a plan for monitoring progress. 
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(b) The executive departments, agencies, and offices listed in section 2(a) 
of this order shall, as appropriate and to the extent permitted by law, align 
their relevant programs and authorities with the Strategy. 

Sec. 6. Administration. (a) The Task Force shall have a staff, headed by an 
Executive Director, which shall provide support for the functions of the 
Task Force. 

(b) The Executive Director shall be selected by the Chair and shall super-
vise, direct, and be accountable for the administration and support of the 
Task Force. 

(c) At the request of the Chair, other executive departments and agencies 
shall serve in an advisory role to the Task Force on issues within their ex-
pertise. 

(d) The Task Force may establish technical working groups of Task Force 
members, their representatives, and invited Advisory Group members and 
elected officials, or their designated employees, as necessary to provide ad-
vice in support of their function. 

(e) The Task Force shall terminate 60 days after the completion of the 
Strategy described in section 5 of this order, after which FEMA and the 
lead agencies for the Recovery Support Functions, as described in the 
NDRF, shall continue the Federal rebuilding coordinating roles described 
in section 3 of this order to the extent consistent with the NDRF. 

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) For purposes of this order, ‘‘affected tribe’’ 
means any Indian tribe, band, nation, pueblo, village, or community that 
the Secretary of the Interior acknowledges to exist as an Indian tribe pursu-
ant to the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe List Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 
479a), located or with interests in the affected area. 

(b) To the extent permitted by law, and subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, the Department of Housing and Urban Development shall pro-
vide the Task Force with such administrative services, facilities, staff, 
equipment, mobile communications, and other support services as may be 
necessary for the Task Force to carry out its functions, using funds pro-
vided from the Disaster Relief Fund by agreement with FEMA and any 
other available and appropriate funding. 

(c) Members of the Task Force, Advisory Group, and any technical work-
ing groups shall serve without any additional compensation for their work 
on the Task Force, Advisory Group, or technical working group. 

(d) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 

(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof, or the status of that department or agency within the 
Federal Government; or 

(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(e) This order shall be implemented consistent with applicable law, and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(f) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
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against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

December 7, 2012. 

Executive Order 13633 of December 21, 2012 

Closing of Executive Departments and Agencies of the 
Federal Government on Monday, December 24, 2012 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. All executive branch departments and agencies of the Federal 
Government shall be closed and their employees excused from duty on 
Monday, December 24, 2012, the day before Christmas Day, except as pro-
vided in section 2 of this order. 

Sec. 2. The heads of executive branch departments and agencies may deter-
mine that certain offices and installations of their organizations, or parts 
thereof, must remain open and that certain employees must report for duty 
on December 24, 2012, for reasons of national security, defense, or other 
public need. 

Sec. 3. Monday, December 24, 2012, shall be considered as falling within 
the scope of Executive Order 11582 of February 11, 1971, and of 5 U.S.C. 
5546 and 6103(b) and other similar statutes insofar as they relate to the pay 
and leave of employees of the United States. 

Sec. 4. The Director of the Office of Personnel Management shall take such 
actions as may be necessary to implement this order. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) This order shall be implemented consistent 
with applicable law and subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(b) Nothing in this order shall be construed to impair or otherwise affect: 
(i) the authority granted by law to an executive department or agency, 
or the head thereof; or 
(ii) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or benefit, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 

The White House, 

December 21, 2012. 
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Executive Order 13634 of December 21, 2012 

Reestablishment of Advisory Commission 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Reestablishing the President’s Advisory Commission on Edu-
cational Excellence for Hispanics. The President’s Advisory Commission 
on Educational Excellence for Hispanics (Commission), as set forth under 
the provisions of Executive Order 13555 of October 19, 2010, is hereby re-
established and shall terminate on September 30, 2013, unless extended by 
the President. The same members who were serving on the Commission on 
October 19, 2012, are hereby reappointed to the Commission as reestab-
lished by this order, as if the Commission had continued without termi-
nation through the date of this Executive Order. 

Sec. 2. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in this order shall be construed to 
impair or otherwise affect: 

(1) the authority granted by law to an executive department, agency, or 
the head thereof; or 

(2) the functions of the Director of the Office of Management and Budget 
relating to budgetary, administrative, or legislative proposals. 

(b) This order is not intended to, and does not, create any right or ben-
efit, substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any party 
against the United States, its departments, agencies, or entities, its officers, 
employees, or agents, or any other person. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
December 21, 2012. 

Executive Order 13635 of December 27, 2012 

Adjustments of Certain Rates of Pay 

By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, including section 114(b) of the Continuing 
Appropriations Resolution, 2013 (Public Law 112–175), which provides 
that any statutory adjustments to current levels in certain pay schedules for 
civilian Federal employees may take effect on the first day of the first ap-
plicable pay period beginning after the date specified in section 106(3) of 
Public Law 112–175, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Statutory Pay Systems. The rates of basic pay or salaries of the 
statutory pay systems (as defined in 5 U.S.C. 5302(1)), as adjusted under 
5 U.S.C. 5303, are set forth on the schedules attached hereto and made a 
part hereof: 

(a) The General Schedule (5 U.S.C. 5332(a)) at Schedule 1; 

(b) The Foreign Service Schedule (22 U.S.C. 3963) at Schedule 2; and 
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(c) The schedules for the Veterans Health Administration of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (38 U.S.C. 7306, 7404; section 301(a) of Public 
Law 102–40) at Schedule 3. 

Sec. 2. Senior Executive Service. The ranges of rates of basic pay for senior 
executives in the Senior Executive Service, as established pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 5382, are set forth on Schedule 4 attached hereto and made a part 
hereof. 

Sec. 3. Certain Executive, Legislative, and Judicial Salaries. The rates of 
basic pay or salaries for the following offices and positions are set forth on 
the schedules attached hereto and made a part hereof: 

(a) The Executive Schedule (5 U.S.C. 5312–5318) at Schedule 5; 

(b) The Vice President (3 U.S.C. 104) and the Congress (2 U.S.C. 31) at 
Schedule 6; and 

(c) Justices and judges (28 U.S.C. 5, 44(d), 135, 252, and 461(a), and sec-
tion 140 of Public Law 97–92) at Schedule 7. 

Sec. 4. Uniformed Services. The rates of monthly basic pay (37 U.S.C. 
203(a)) for members of the uniformed services, as adjusted under 37 U.S.C. 
1009, and the rate of monthly cadet or midshipman pay (37 U.S.C. 203(c)) 
are set forth on Schedule 8 attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 5. Locality-Based Comparability Payments. (a) Pursuant to section 
5304 of title 5, United States Code, and my authority to implement an alter-
native level of comparability payments under section 5304a of title 5, 
United States Code, locality-based comparability payments shall be paid in 
accordance with Schedule 9 attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

(b) The Director of the Office of Personnel Management shall take such 
actions as may be necessary to implement these payments and to publish 
appropriate notice of such payments in the Federal Register. 

Sec. 6. Administrative Law Judges. Pursuant to section 5372 of title 5, 
United States Code, the rates of basic pay for administrative law judges are 
set forth on Schedule 10 attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

Sec. 7. Effective Dates. Schedule 8 is effective January 1, 2013. The other 
schedules contained herein are effective on the first day of the first applica-
ble pay period beginning after the date specified in section 106(3) of Public 
Law 112–175. 

Sec. 8. Prior Order Superseded. Executive Order 13594 of December 19, 
2011, is superseded as of the effective dates specified in section 7 of this 
order. 

BARACK OBAMA 
The White House, 
December 27, 2012. 
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Subchapter B— Administrative Orders 

Memorandum of January 5, 2012 

Delegation of a Certain Function and Authority Conferred 
Upon the President by Section 1235(c) of the Ike Skelton 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2011 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 301 of title 3, United States Code, 
I hereby delegate to you the function and authority conferred upon the 
President by section 1235(c) of the Ike Skelton National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2011, Public Law 111–383, to make the specified 
report to the Committees on Armed Services, Foreign Relations, Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs, and Appropriations of the Senate and 
the Committees on Armed Services, Foreign Affairs, Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, and Appropriations of the House of Representatives. 

You are authorized and directed to publish this memorandum in the Fed-
eral Register. 

BARACK OBAMA 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, January 5, 2012. 
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