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48 hours will receive additional sup-
plies to sustain them until rescue. Ad-
vance arrangements shall include the 
following: 

(1) Pre-surveyed areas for refuge al-
ternatives with closure errors of less 
than 20,000:1. 

(2) An analysis to demonstrate that 
the surface terrain, the strata, the ca-
pabilities of the drill rig, and all other 
factors that could affect drilling are 
such that a hole sufficient to provide 
required supplies and materials reli-
ably can be promptly drilled within 48 
hours of an accident at a mine. 

(3) Permissions to cross properties, 
build roads, and construct drill sites. 

(4) Arrangement with a drilling con-
tractor or other supplier of drilling 
services to provide a suitable drilling 
rig, personnel and support so that a 
hole can be completed to the refuge al-
ternative within 48 hours. 

(5) Capability to promptly transport 
a drill rig to a pre-surveyed location 
such that a drilled hole would be com-
pleted and located near a refuge alter-
native structure within 48 hours of an 
accident at a mine. 

(6) The specifications of pipes, air 
lines, and approved fans or approved 
compressors that will be used. 

(7) A method for assuring that within 
48 hours, breathable air shall be pro-
vided. 

(8) A method for assuring the imme-
diate availability of a backup source 
for supplying breathable air and a 
backup power source for surface instal-
lations. 

(d) The ERP shall specify that the 
refuge alternative is stocked with the 
following: 

(1) A minimum of 2,000 calories of 
food and 2.25 quarts of potable water 
per person per day in approved con-
tainers sufficient to sustain the max-
imum number of persons reasonably 
expected to use the refuge alternative 
for at least 96 hours, or for 48 hours if 
advance arrangements are made under 
paragraph (c) of this section; 

(2) A manual that contains sufficient 
detail for each refuge alternative or 
component addressing in-mine trans-
portation, operation, and maintenance 
of the unit; 

(3) Sufficient quantities of materials 
and tools to repair components; and 

(4) First aid supplies. 

[73 FR 80699, Dec. 31, 2008] 

§ 75.1508 Training and records for ex-
amination, maintenance and repair 
of refuge alternatives and compo-
nents. 

(a) Persons examining, maintaining, 
or repairing refuge alternatives and 
components shall be instructed in how 
to perform this work. 

(1) The operator shall assure that all 
persons assigned to examine, maintain, 
and repair refuge alternatives and com-
ponents are trained. 

(2) The mine operator shall certify, 
by signature and date, the training of 
persons who examine, maintain, and 
repair refuge alternatives and compo-
nents. 

(b) At the completion of each repair, 
the person conducting the maintenance 
or repair shall make a record of all cor-
rective action taken. 

(c) Training certifications and repair 
records shall be kept at the mine for 
one year. 

[73 FR 80699, Dec. 31, 2008] 

Subpart Q—Communications 

§ 75.1600 Communications. 

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS] 

Telephone service or equivalent two- 
way communication facilities, ap-
proved by the Secretary or his author-
ized representative, shall be provided 
between the surface and each landing 
of main shafts and slopes and between 
the surface and each working section of 
any coal mine that is more than 100 
feet from a portal. 

§ 75.1600–1 Communication facilities; 
main portals; installation require-
ments. 

A telephone or equivalent two-way 
communication facility shall be lo-
cated on the surface within 500 feet of 
all main portals, and shall be installed 
either in a building or in a box-like 
structure designed to protect the facili-
ties from damage by inclement weath-
er. At least one of these communica-
tion facilities shall be at a location 
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where a responsible person who is al-
ways on duty when men are under-
ground can hear the facility and re-
spond immediately in the event of an 
emergency. 

[38 FR 29999, Oct. 31, 1973] 

§ 75.1600–2 Communication facilities; 
working sections; installation and 
maintenance requirements; audible 
or visual alarms. 

(a) Telephones or equivalent two-way 
communication facilities provided at 
each working section shall be located 
not more than 500 feet outby the last 
open crosscut and not more than 800 
feet from the farthest point of penetra-
tion of the working places on such sec-
tion. 

(b) The incoming communication sig-
nal shall activate an audible alarm, 
distinguishable from the surrounding 
noise level, or a visual alarm that can 
be seen by a miner regularly employed 
on the working section. 

(c) If a communication system other 
than telephones is used and its oper-
ation depends entirely upon power 
from the mine electric system, means 
shall be provided to permit continued 
communication in the event the mine 
electric power fails or is cut off; pro-
vided, however, that where trolley 
phones and telephones are both used, 
an alternate source of power for the 
trolley phone system is not required. 

(d) Trolley phones connected to the 
trolley wire shall be grounded in ac-
cordance with Subpart H of this part. 

(e) Telephones or equivalent two-way 
communication facilities shall be 
maintained in good operating condi-
tion at all times. In the event of any 
failure in the system that results in 
loss of communication, repairs shall be 
started immediately, and the system 
restored to operating condition as soon 
as possible. 

[38 FR 29999, Oct. 31, 1973] 

§ 75.1600–3 Communications facilities; 
refuge alternatives. 

(a) Refuge alternatives shall be pro-
vided with a communications system 
that consists of— 

(1) A two-way communication facil-
ity that is a part of the mine commu-
nication system, which can be used 
from inside the refuge alternative; and 

(2) An additional communication sys-
tem and other requirements as defined 
in the communications portion of the 
operator’s approved Emergency Re-
sponse Plan. 

[73 FR 80700, Dec. 31, 2008] 

Subpart R—Miscellaneous 

§ 75.1700 Oil and gas wells. 

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS] 

Each operator of a coal mine shall 
take reasonable measures to locate oil 
and gas wells penetrating coalbeds or 
any underground area of a coal mine. 
When located, such operator shall es-
tablish and maintain barriers around 
such oil and gas wells in accordance 
with State laws and regulations, except 
that such barriers shall not be less 
than 300 feet in diameter, unless the 
Secretary or his authorized representa-
tive permits a lesser barrier consistent 
with the applicable State laws and reg-
ulations where such lesser barrier will 
be adequate to protect against hazards 
from such wells to the miners in such 
mine, or unless the Secretary or his au-
thorized representative requires a 
greater barrier where the depth of the 
mine, other geologic conditions, or 
other factors warrant such a greater 
barrier. 

§ 75.1702 Smoking; prohibition. 

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS] 

No person shall smoke, carry smok-
ing materials, matches, or lighters un-
derground, or smoke in or around oil 
houses, explosives magazines, or other 
surface areas where such practice may 
cause a fire or explosion. The operator 
shall institute a program, approved by 
the Secretary, to insure that any per-
son entering the underground area of 
the mine does not carry smoking mate-
rials, matches, or lighters. 

[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 60 
FR 33723, June 29, 1995] 

§ 75.1702–1 Smoking programs. 

Programs required under § 75.1702 
shall be submitted to the Coal Mine 
Safety District Manager for approval 
on or before May 30, 1970. 
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