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Safety & Environmental Enforcement, Interior § 250.136 

§ 250.126 Electronic payment instruc-
tions. 

You must file all payments electroni-
cally through Pay.gov. This includes, 
but is not limited to, all OCS applica-
tions or filing fee payments. The 
Pay.gov Web site may be accessed 
through a link on the BSEE Offshore 
Web site at: http://www.bsee.gov/offshore/ 
homepage or directly through Pay.gov 
at: https://www.pay.gov/paygov/. 

(a) If you submitted an application 
through eWell, you must use the inter-
active payment feature in that system, 
which directs you through Pay.gov. 

(b) For applications not submitted 
electronically through eWell, you must 
use credit card or automated clearing 
house (ACH) payments through the 
Pay.gov Web site, and you must include 
a copy of the Pay.gov confirmation re-
ceipt page with your application. 

INSPECTIONS OF OPERATIONS 

§ 250.130 Why does BSEE conduct in-
spections? 

BSEE will inspect OCS facilities and 
any vessels engaged in drilling or other 
downhole operations. These include fa-
cilities under jurisdiction of other Fed-
eral agencies that we inspect by agree-
ment. We conduct these inspections: 

(a) To verify that you are conducting 
operations according to the Act, the 
regulations, the lease, right-of-way, 
the BOEM-approved Exploration Plan 
or Development and Production Plans; 
or right-of-use and easement, and other 
applicable laws and regulations; and 

(b) To determine whether equipment 
designed to prevent or ameliorate 
blowouts, fires, spillages, or other 
major accidents has been installed and 
is operating properly according to the 
requirements of this part. 

§ 250.131 Will BSEE notify me before 
conducting an inspection? 

BSEE conducts both scheduled and 
unscheduled inspections. 

§ 250.132 What must I do when BSEE 
conducts an inspection? 

(a) When BSEE conducts an inspec-
tion, you must provide: 

(1) Access to all platforms, artificial 
islands, and other installations on your 
leases or associated with your lease, 

right-of-use and easement, or right-of- 
way; and 

(2) Helicopter landing sites and re-
fueling facilities for any helicopters we 
use to regulate offshore operations. 

(b) You must make the following 
available for us to inspect: 

(1) The area covered under a lease, 
right-of-use and easement, right-of- 
way, or permit; 

(2) All improvements, structures, and 
fixtures on these areas; and 

(3) All records of design, construc-
tion, operation, maintenance, repairs, 
or investigations on or related to the 
area. 

§ 250.133 Will BSEE reimburse me for 
my expenses related to inspections? 

Upon request, BSEE will reimburse 
you for food, quarters, and transpor-
tation that you provide for BSEE rep-
resentatives while they inspect lease 
facilities and operations. You must 
send us your reimbursement request 
within 90 days of the inspection. 

DISQUALIFICATION 

§ 250.135 What will BSEE do if my op-
erating performance is unaccept-
able? 

BSEE will determine if your oper-
ating performance is unacceptable. 
BSEE will refer a determination of un-
acceptable performance to BOEM, who 
may disapprove or revoke your des-
ignation as operator on a single facil-
ity or multiple facilities. We will give 
you adequate notice and opportunity 
for a review by BSEE officials before 
making a determination that your op-
erating performance is unacceptable. 

§ 250.136 How will BSEE determine if 
my operating performance is unac-
ceptable? 

In determining if your operating per-
formance is unacceptable, BSEE will 
consider, individually or collectively: 

(a) Accidents and their nature; 
(b) Pollution events, environmental 

damages and their nature; 
(c) Incidents of noncompliance; 
(d) Civil penalties; 
(e) Failure to adhere to OCS lease ob-

ligations; or 
(f) Any other relevant factors. 
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SPECIAL TYPES OF APPROVALS 

§ 250.140 When will I receive an oral 
approval? 

When you apply for BSEE approval of 
any activity, we normally give you a 

written decision. The following table 
shows circumstances under which we 
may give an oral approval. 

When you . . . We may . . . And . . . 

(a) Request approval orally Give you an oral approval, You must then confirm the oral request by sending us a writ-
ten request within 72 hours. 

(b) Request approval in writing, Give you an oral approval if 
quick action is needed, 

We will send you a written approval afterward. It will include 
any conditions that we place on the oral approval. 

(c) Request approval orally for 
gas flaring, 

Give you an oral approval, You don’t have to follow up with a written request unless the 
Regional Supervisor requires it. When you stop the ap-
proved flaring, you must promptly send a letter summa-
rizing the location, dates and hours, and volumes of liquid 
hydrocarbons produced and gas flared by the approved 
flaring (see 30 CFR 250, subpart K). 

§ 250.141 May I ever use alternate pro-
cedures or equipment? 

You may use alternate procedures or 
equipment after receiving approval as 
described in this section. 

(a) Any alternate procedures or 
equipment that you propose to use 
must provide a level of safety and envi-
ronmental protection that equals or 
surpasses current BSEE requirements. 

(b) You must receive the District 
Manager’s or Regional Supervisor’s 
written approval before you can use al-
ternate procedures or equipment. 

(c) To receive approval, you must ei-
ther submit information or give an oral 
presentation to the appropriate Re-
gional Supervisor. Your presentation 
must describe the site-specific applica-
tion(s), performance characteristics, 
and safety features of the proposed pro-
cedure or equipment. 

§ 250.142 How do I receive approval 
for departures? 

We may approve departures to the 
operating requirements. You may 
apply for a departure by writing to the 
District Manager or Regional Super-
visor. 

§§ 250.143–250.144 [Reserved] 

§ 250.145 How do I designate an agent 
or a local agent? 

(a) You or your designated operator 
may designate for the Regional Super-
visor’s approval, or the Regional Direc-
tor may require you to designate an 
agent empowered to fulfill your obliga-

tions under the Act, the lease, or the 
regulations in this part. 

(b) You or your designated operator 
may designate for the Regional Super-
visor’s approval a local agent empow-
ered to receive notices and submit re-
quests, applications, notices, or supple-
mental information. 

§ 250.146 Who is responsible for ful-
filling leasehold obligations? 

(a) When you are not the sole lessee, 
you and your co-lessee(s) are jointly 
and severally responsible for fulfilling 
your obligations under the provisions 
of 30 CFR parts 250 through 282 and 30 
CFR parts 550 through 582 unless other-
wise provided in these regulations. 

(b) If your designated operator fails 
to fulfill any of your obligations under 
30 CFR parts 250 through 282 and 30 
CFR parts 550 through 582, the Re-
gional Supervisor may require you or 
any or all of your co-lessees to fulfill 
those obligations or other operational 
obligations under the Act, the lease, or 
the regulations. 

(c) Whenever the regulations in 30 
CFR parts 250 through 282 and 30 CFR 
parts 550 through 582 require the lessee 
to meet a requirement or perform an 
action, the lessee, operator (if one has 
been designated), and the person actu-
ally performing the activity to which 
the requirement applies are jointly and 
severally responsible for complying 
with the regulation. 
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