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program offered. Program numbers 
shall be obtained as prescribed by 
forms, instructions or other appro-
priate guidance. Although, at the dis-
cretion of the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice, a continuing education provider 
may be required to demonstrate that 
the program is designed to enhance 
professional knowledge in Federal tax-
ation or Federal tax related matters 
(programs comprised of current subject 
matter in Federal taxation or Federal 
tax related matters, including account-
ing, tax return preparation software, 
taxation, or ethics) and complies with 
the requirements in paragraph (a)(2)of 
this section before a program number 
is issued. 

(ii) Update programs. Update pro-
grams may use the same number as the 
program subject to update. An update 
program is a program that instructs on 
a change of existing law occurring 
within one year of the update program 
offering. The qualifying education pro-
gram subject to update must have been 
offered within the two year time period 
prior to the change in existing law. 

(iii) Change in existing law. A change 
in existing law means the effective 
date of the statute or regulation, or 
date of entry of judicial decision, that 
is the subject of the update. 

(b) Failure to comply. Compliance by a 
continuing education provider with the 
requirements of this part is determined 
by the Internal Revenue Service. A 
continuing education provider who 
fails to meet the requirements of this 
part will be notified by the Internal 
Revenue Service. The notice will state 
the basis for the determination of non-
compliance and will provide the con-
tinuing education provider an oppor-
tunity to furnish the requested infor-
mation in writing relating to the mat-
ter within 60 days of the date of the no-
tice. The continuing education pro-
vider may, within 30 days after receipt 
of the notice of denial, file a written 
protest as prescribed by the Internal 
Revenue Service in forms, instructions, 
or other appropriate guidance. A pro-
test under this section is not governed 
by subpart D of this part. 

(c) Effective/applicability date. This 
section is applicable beginning August 
2, 2011. 

[T.D. 9527, 76 FR 32306, June 3, 2011] 

Subpart B—Duties and Restrictions 
Relating to Practice Before 
the Internal Revenue Service 

SOURCE: T.D. 9011, 67 FR 48771, July 26, 2002, 
unless otherwise noted. 

§ 10.20 Information to be furnished. 
(a) To the Internal Revenue Service. (1) 

A practitioner must, on a proper and 
lawful request by a duly authorized of-
ficer or employee of the Internal Rev-
enue Service, promptly submit records 
or information in any matter before 
the Internal Revenue Service unless 
the practitioner believes in good faith 
and on reasonable grounds that the 
records or information are privileged. 

(2) Where the requested records or in-
formation are not in the possession of, 
or subject to the control of, the practi-
tioner or the practitioner’s client, the 
practitioner must promptly notify the 
requesting Internal Revenue Service 
officer or employee and the practi-
tioner must provide any information 
that the practitioner has regarding the 
identity of any person who the practi-
tioner believes may have possession or 
control of the requested records or in-
formation. The practitioner must make 
reasonable inquiry of his or her client 
regarding the identity of any person 
who may have possession or control of 
the requested records or information, 
but the practitioner is not required to 
make inquiry of any other person or 
independently verify any information 
provided by the practitioner’s client re-
garding the identity of such persons. 

(3) When a proper and lawful request 
is made by a duly authorized officer or 
employee of the Internal Revenue 
Service, concerning an inquiry into an 
alleged violation of the regulations in 
this part, a practitioner must provide 
any information the practitioner has 
concerning the alleged violation and 
testify regarding this information in 
any proceeding instituted under this 
part, unless the practitioner believes in 
good faith and on reasonable grounds 
that the information is privileged. 

(b) Interference with a proper and law-
ful request for records or information. A 
practitioner may not interfere, or at-
tempt to interfere, with any proper and 
lawful effort by the Internal Revenue 
Service, its officers or employees, to 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 13:59 Sep 09, 2013 Jkt 229124 PO 00000 Frm 00153 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\229124.XXX 229124w
re

ie
r-

av
ile

s 
on

 D
S

K
5T

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 C
F

R



144 

31 CFR Subtitle A (7–1–13 Edition) § 10.21 

obtain any record or information un-
less the practitioner believes in good 
faith and on reasonable grounds that 
the record or information is privileged. 

(c) Effective/applicability date. This 
section is applicable beginning August 
2, 2011. 

[T.D. 9011, 67 FR 48771, July 26, 2002, as 
amended by T.D. 9527, 76 FR 32307, June 3, 
2011] 

§ 10.21 Knowledge of client’s omission. 
A practitioner who, having been re-

tained by a client with respect to a 
matter administered by the Internal 
Revenue Service, knows that the client 
has not complied with the revenue laws 
of the United States or has made an 
error in or omission from any return, 
document, affidavit, or other paper 
which the client submitted or executed 
under the revenue laws of the United 
States, must advise the client prompt-
ly of the fact of such noncompliance, 
error, or omission. The practitioner 
must advise the client of the con-
sequences as provided under the Code 
and regulations of such noncompliance, 
error, or omission. 

§ 10.22 Diligence as to accuracy. 
(a) In general. A practitioner must ex-

ercise due diligence— 
(1) In preparing or assisting in the 

preparation of, approving, and filing 
tax returns, documents, affidavits, and 
other papers relating to Internal Rev-
enue Service matters; 

(2) In determining the correctness of 
oral or written representations made 
by the practitioner to the Department 
of the Treasury; and 

(3) In determining the correctness of 
oral or written representations made 
by the practitioner to clients with ref-
erence to any matter administered by 
the Internal Revenue Service. 

(b) Reliance on others. Except as pro-
vided in §§ 10.34, 10.35, and 10.37, a prac-
titioner will be presumed to have exer-
cised due diligence for purposes of this 
section if the practitioner relies on the 
work product of another person and the 
practitioner used reasonable care in en-
gaging, supervising, training, and eval-
uating the person, taking proper ac-
count of the nature of the relationship 
between the practitioner and the per-
son. 

(c) Effective/applicability date. This 
section is applicable on September 26, 
2007. 

[T.D. 9011, 67 FR 48765, July 26, 2002, as 
amended by T.D. 9359, 72 FR 54547, Sept. 26, 
2007] 

§ 10.23 Prompt disposition of pending 
matters. 

A practitioner may not unreasonably 
delay the prompt disposition of any 
matter before the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

§ 10.24 Assistance from or to disbarred 
or suspended persons and former 
Internal Revenue Service employ-
ees. 

A practitioner may not, knowingly 
and directly or indirectly: 

(a) Accept assistance from or assist 
any person who is under disbarment or 
suspension from practice before the In-
ternal Revenue Service if the assist-
ance relates to a matter or matters 
constituting practice before the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. 

(b) Accept assistance from any 
former government employee where 
the provisions of § 10.25 or any Federal 
law would be violated. 

§ 10.25 Practice by former government 
employees, their partners and their 
associates. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this sec-
tion— 

(1) Assist means to act in such a way 
as to advise, furnish information to, or 
otherwise aid another person, directly, 
or indirectly. 

(2) Government employee is an officer 
or employee of the United States or 
any agency of the United States, in-
cluding a special Government em-
ployee as defined in 18 U.S.C. 202(a), or 
of the District of Columbia, or of any 
State, or a member of Congress or of 
any State legislature. 

(3) Member of a firm is a sole practi-
tioner or an employee or associate 
thereof, or a partner, stockholder, as-
sociate, affiliate or employee of a part-
nership, joint venture, corporation, 
professional association or other affili-
ation of two or more practitioners who 
represent nongovernmental parties. 

(4) Particular matter involving specific 
parties is defined at 5 CFR 2637.201(c), or 
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