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accountholder’s identity by examina-
tion of a document which is normally 
acceptable within the banking commu-
nity as a means of identification when 
cashing checks for nondepositors and 
which contains the name and address 
of the purchaser, and shall record the 
specific identifying information (e.g., 
State of issuance and number of driv-
er’s license). 

(2) If the purchaser does not have a 
deposit account with the financial in-
stitution: 

(i)(A) The name and address of the 
purchaser; 

(B) The social security number of the 
purchaser, or if the purchaser is an 
alien and does not have a social secu-
rity number, the alien identification 
number; 

(C) The date of birth of the pur-
chaser; 

(D) The date of purchase; 
(E) The type(s) of instrument(s) pur-

chased; 
(F) The serial number(s) of the in-

strument(s) purchased; and 
(G) The amount in dollars of each of 

the instrument(s) purchased. 
(ii) In addition, the financial institu-

tion shall verify the purchaser’s name 
and address by examination of a docu-
ment which is normally acceptable 
within the banking community as a 
means of identification when cashing 
checks for nondepositors and which 
contains the name and address of the 
purchaser, and shall record the specific 
identifying information (e.g., State of 
issuance and number of driver’s li-
cense). 

(b) Contemporaneous purchases of 
the same or different types of instru-
ments totaling $3,000 or more shall be 
treated as one purchase. Multiple pur-
chases during one business day totaling 
$3,000 or more shall be treated as one 
purchase if an individual employee, di-
rector, officer, or partner of the finan-
cial institution has knowledge that 
these purchases have occurred. 

(c) Records required to be kept shall 
be retained by the financial institution 
for a period of five years and shall be 
made available to the Secretary upon 
request at any time. 

§ 1010.420 Records to be made and re-
tained by persons having financial 
interests in foreign financial ac-
counts. 

Records of accounts required by 
§ 1010.350 to be reported to the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue shall be re-
tained by each person having a finan-
cial interest in or signature or other 
authority over any such account. Such 
records shall contain the name in 
which each such account is main-
tained, the number or other designa-
tion of such account, the name and ad-
dress of the foreign bank or other per-
son with whom such account is main-
tained, the type of such account, and 
the maximum value of each such ac-
count during the reporting period. 
Such records shall be retained for a pe-
riod of 5 years and shall be kept at all 
times available for inspection as au-
thorized by law. In the computation of 
the period of 5 years, there shall be dis-
regarded any period beginning with a 
date on which the taxpayer is indicted 
or information instituted on account of 
the filing of a false or fraudulent Fed-
eral income tax return or failing to file 
a Federal income tax return, and end-
ing with the date on which final dis-
position is made of the criminal pro-
ceeding. 

§ 1010.430 Nature of records and reten-
tion period. 

(a) Wherever it is required that there 
be retained either the original or a 
microfilm or other copy or reproduc-
tion of a check, draft, monetary instru-
ment, investment security, or other 
similar instrument, there shall be re-
tained a copy of both front and back of 
each such instrument or document, ex-
cept that no copy need be retained of 
the back of any instrument or docu-
ment which is entirely blank or which 
contains only standardized printed in-
formation, a copy of which is on file. 

(b) Records required by this chapter 
to be retained by financial institutions 
may be those made in the ordinary 
course of business by a financial insti-
tution. If no record is made in the ordi-
nary course of business of any trans-
action with respect to which records 
are required to be retained by this 
chapter, then such a record shall be 
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prepared in writing by the financial in-
stitution. 

(c) The rules and regulations issued 
by the Internal Revenue Service under 
26 U.S.C. 6109 determine what con-
stitutes a taxpayer identification num-
ber and whose number shall be ob-
tained in the case of an account main-
tained by one or more persons. 

(d) All records that are required to be 
retained by this chapter shall be re-
tained for a period of five years. 
Records or reports required to be kept 
pursuant to an order issued under 
§ 1010.370 of this chapter shall be re-
tained for the period of time specified 
in such order, not to exceed five years. 
All such records shall be filed or stored 
in such a way as to be accessible within 
a reasonable period of time, taking 
into consideration the nature of the 
record, and the amount of time expired 
since the record was made. 

§ 1010.440 Person outside the United 
States. 

For the purposes of this chapter, a 
remittance or transfer of funds, or of 
currency, other monetary instruments, 
checks, investment securities, or credit 
to the domestic account of a person 
whose address is known by the person 
making the remittance or transfer, to 
be outside the United States, shall be 
deemed to be a remittance or transfer 
to a person outside the United States, 
except that, unless otherwise directed 
by the Secretary, this section shall not 
apply to a transaction on the books of 
a domestic financial institution involv-
ing the account of a customer of such 
institution whose address is within ap-
proximately 50 miles of the location of 
the institution, or who is known to be 
temporarily outside the United States. 

Subpart E—Special Information 
Sharing Procedures To Deter 
Money Laundering and Ter-
rorist Activity 

§ 1010.500 General. 

Sections 1010.505 through 1010.540 of 
this subpart E were issued pursuant to 
the requirements of section 314 of the 
USA PATRIOT Act. Each financial in-
stitution (as defined in 31 U.S.C. 
5312(a)(2) or (c)(1)) should refer to its 

chapter X part for any additional spe-
cial information sharing procedures. 

§ 1010.505 Definitions. 
For purposes of this subpart E, the 

following definitions apply: 
(a) Account means a formal banking 

or business relationship established to 
provide regular services, dealings, and 
other financial transactions, and in-
cludes, but is not limited to, a demand 
deposit, savings deposit, or other trans-
action or asset account and a credit ac-
count or other extension of credit. 

(b) Money laundering means an activ-
ity criminalized by 18 U.S.C. 1956 or 
1957, or an activity that would be 
criminalized by 18 U.S.C. 1956 or 1957 if 
it occurred in the United States. 

(c) Terrorist activity means an act of 
domestic terrorism or international 
terrorism as those terms are defined in 
18 U.S.C. 2331. 

(d) Transaction. (1) Except as provided 
in paragraph (d)(2) of this section, the 
term ‘‘transaction’’ shall have the 
same meaning as provided in 
§ 1010.100(bbb). 

(2) For purposes of § 1010.520, a trans-
action shall not mean any transaction 
conducted through an account. 

§ 1010.520 Information sharing be-
tween government agencies and fi-
nancial institutions. 

(a) Definitions. For purposes of this 
section: 

(1) Financial institution means any fi-
nancial institution described in 31 
U.S.C. 5312(a)(2). 

(2) Law enforcement agency means a 
Federal, State, local, or foreign law en-
forcement agency with criminal inves-
tigative authority, provided that in the 
case of a foreign law enforcement agen-
cy, such agency is from a jurisdiction 
that is a party to a treaty that pro-
vides, or in the determination of 
FinCEN is from a jurisdiction that oth-
erwise allows, law enforcement agen-
cies in the United States reciprocal ac-
cess to information comparable to that 
obtained under this section. 

(b) Information requests based on cred-
ible evidence concerning terrorist activity 
or money laundering—(1) In general. A 
law enforcement agency investigating 
terrorist activity or money laundering 
may request that FinCEN solicit, on 
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