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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 179.5 

emission, degradation, or breakdown 
elements of such ordnance or muni-
tions. (10 U.S.C. 2710(e)(3)) 

Munitions response means response 
actions, including investigation, re-
moval actions, and remedial actions, to 
address the explosives safety, human 
health, or environmental risks pre-
sented by UXO, discarded military mu-
nitions (DMM), or munitions constitu-
ents (MC), or to support a determina-
tion that no removal or remedial ac-
tion is required. 

Munitions response area (MRA) means 
any area on a defense site that is 
known or suspected to contain UXO, 
DMM, or MC. Examples are former 
ranges and munitions burial areas. An 
MRA comprises one or more munitions 
response sites. 

Munitions response site (MRS) means a 
discrete location within an MRA that 
is known to require a munitions re-
sponse. 

Operational range means a range that 
is under the jurisdiction, custody, or 
control of the Secretary of Defense and 
that is used for range activities, or al-
though not currently being used for 
range activities, that is still considered 
by the Secretary to be a range and has 
not been put to a new use that is in-
compatible with range activities. (10 
U.S.C. 101(e)(3)) 

Range means a designated land or 
water area that is set aside, managed, 
and used for range activities of the De-
partment of Defense. The term includes 
firing lines and positions, maneuver 
areas, firing lanes, test pads, detona-
tion pads, impact areas, electronic 
scoring sites, buffer zones with re-
stricted access, and exclusionary areas. 
The term also includes airspace areas 
designated for military use in accord-
ance with regulations and procedures 
prescribed by the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration. (10 
U.S.C. 101(e)(1)(A) and (B)) 

Range activities means research, de-
velopment, testing, and evaluation of 
military munitions, other ordnance, 
and weapons systems; and the training 
of members of the armed forces in the 
use and handling of military muni-
tions, other ordnance, and weapons 
systems. (10 U.S.C. 101(3)(2)) 

Unexploded ordnance (UXO) means 
military munitions that: 

(1) Have been primed, fuzed, armed, 
or otherwise prepared for action; 

(2) Have been fired, dropped, 
launched, projected, or placed in such a 
manner as to constitute a hazard to op-
erations, installations, personnel, or 
material; and 

(3) Remain unexploded, whether by 
malfunction, design, or any other 
cause. (10 U.S.C. 101(e)(5)) 

United States means, in a geographic 
sense, the states, territories, and pos-
sessions and associated navigable 
waters, contiguous zones, and ocean 
waters of which the natural resources 
are under the exclusive management 
authority of the United States. (10 
U.S.C. 2710(e)(10)) 

§ 179.4 Policy. 
(a) In assigning a relative priority for 

response activities, the Department 
generally considers those MRSs posing 
the greatest hazard as being the high-
est priority for action. The priority as-
signed should be based on the overall 
conditions at each MRS, taking into 
consideration various factors relating 
to safety and environmental hazard po-
tential. 

(b) In addition to the priority as-
signed to an MRS, other considerations 
(e.g., availability of specific equipment, 
intended reuse, stakeholder interest) 
can affect the sequence in which muni-
tions response actions at a specific 
MRS are funded. 

(c) It is Department policy to ensure 
that U.S. EPA, other federal agencies 
(as appropriate or required), state regu-
latory agencies, tribal governments, 
local restoration advisory boards or 
technical review committees, and local 
stakeholders are offered opportunities 
to participate in the application of the 
rule in this part and making sequenc-
ing recommendations. 

§ 179.5 Responsibilities. 
Each Component shall: 
(a) Apply the rule in this part to each 

MRS under its administrative control 
when sufficient data are available to 
populate all the data elements within 
any or all of the three hazard evalua-
tion modules that comprise the rule. 
Upon further delineation and charac-
terization of an MRA into more than 
one MRS, Components shall reapply 
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