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Departments; the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs or Staff; and the Defense 
Agencies referred to collectively in 
this part as the ‘‘DoD Components’’). 
The term ‘‘Military Departments,’’ as 
used in this part, refers to the Depart-
ments of the Army, the Navy, and the 
Air Force. The term ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’ refers to the Secretaries of the 
Military Departments. The term 
‘‘Military Services’’ refers to the 
Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the 
Marine Corps. The term ‘‘Reserve com-
ponents’’ refers to the Army Reserve, 
Army National Guard of the United 
States, Air Force Reserve, Air National 
Guard of the United States, Naval Re-
serve, Marine Corps Reserve. 

§ 67.3 Definitions. 
Accredited educational institution. An 

educational institution accredited by 
an agency recognized by the Secretary 
of Education. 

Qualifying educational institution. An 
educational institution that is accred-
ited, or an unaccredited educational in-
stitution that the Secretary of Defense 
designates pursuant to § 67.6(a) and 
§ 67.6(b). 

Unaccredited educational institution. 
An educational institution not accred-
ited by an agency recognized by the 
Secretary of Education. 

§ 67.4 Policy. 
(a) It is DoD policy under 10 U.S.C. 

12205 to require Reserve component of-
ficers to have at least a baccalaureate 
degree from a qualifying educational 
institution before appointment to a 
grade above First Lieutenant in the 
Army Reserve, Air Force Reserve or 
Marine Corps Reserve, or Lieutenant 
(Junior Grade) in the Naval Reserve, or 
for officers to be federally recognized 
in a grade above First Lieutenant as a 
member of the Army National Guard or 
Air National Guard. 

(b) Exempt from this policy is any of-
ficer who was: 

(1) Appointed to or recognized in a 
higher grade for service in a health 
profession for which a baccalaureate 
degree is not a condition of original ap-
pointment or assignment. 

(2) Appointed in the Naval Reserve or 
Marine Corps Reserve as a limited duty 
officer. 

(3) Appointed in the Naval Reserve 
for service under the Naval Aviation 
Cadet (NAVCAD) program or the Sea-
man to Admiral program. 

(4) Appointed to or recognized in a 
higher grade if appointed to, or feder-
ally recognized in, the grade of captain 
or, in the case of the Navy, lieutenant 
before October 1, 1995. 

(5) Recognized in the grade of captain 
or major in the Alaska Army National 
Guard, who resides permanently at a 
location in Alaska that is more than 50 
miles from each of the cities of An-
chorage, Fairbanks, and Juneau, Alas-
ka, by paved road, and who is serving 
in a Scout unit or a Scout support unit. 

(c) The Department of Defense will 
designate an unaccredited educational 
institution as a qualifying educational 
institution for the purpose of meeting 
this educational requirement if that in-
stitution meets the criteria established 
in this part. 

§ 67.5 Responsibilities. 
(a) The Assistant Secretary of De-

fense for Reserve Affairs, under the 
Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness, shall: 

(1) Establish procedures by which an 
unaccredited educational institution 
can apply for DoD designation as a 
qualifying educational institution. 

(2) Publish in the FEDERAL REGISTER 
DoD requirements and procedures for 
an unaccredited educational institu-
tion to apply for designation as a quali-
fying education institution. 

(3) Annually, provide to the Secre-
taries of the Military Departments a 
list of those unaccredited educational 
institutions that have been approved 
by the Department of Defense as a 
qualifying educational institution. 
This list shall include the year or years 
for which unaccredited educational in-
stitutions are designed as qualifying 
educational institutions. 

(b) The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall establish procedures 
to ensure that after September 30, 1995, 
those Reserve component officers se-
lected for appointment to a grade 
above First Lieutenant in the Army 
Reserve, Air Force Reserve, or Marine 
Corps Reserve, or Lieutenant (Junior 
Grade) in the Naval Reserve, or for offi-
cers to be federally recognized in a 
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grade above First Lieutenant as a 
member of the Army National Guard or 
Air National Guard, who are required 
to hold a baccalaureate degree, were 
awarded a baccalaureate degree from a 
qualifying educational institution be-
fore appointment to the next higher 
grade. For a degree from an 
unaccredited educational institution 
that has been recognized as qualifying 
educational institution by the Depart-
ment of Defense to satisfy the edu-
cational requirements of 10 U.S.C. 
12205, the degree must not have been 
awarded more than 8 years before the 
date the officer is to be appointed, or 
federally recognized, in the grade of 
Captain in the Army Reserve, Army 
National Guard, Air Force Reserve, Air 
National Guard, or Marine Corps Re-
serve, or in the grade of Lieutenant in 
the Naval Reserve. 

§ 67.6 Procedures. 
(a) An unaccredited educational in-

stitution may obtain designation as a 
qualifying educational institution for a 
specific Reserve component officer who 
graduated from that educational insti-
tution by providing certification from 
registrars at three accredited edu-
cational institutions that maintain 
ROTC programs that their educational 
institutions would accept at least 90 
percent of the credit hours earned by 
that officer at the unaccredited edu-
cational institution, as of the year of 
graduation. 

(b) For an unaccredited educational 
institution to be designated as a quali-
fying educational institution for a spe-
cific year, that educational institution 
must provide the Office of the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Reserve 
Affairs certification from the reg-
istrars at three different accredited 
educational institutions that maintain 
ROTC programs listing the major 
field(s) of study in which that edu-
cational institution would accept at 
least 90 percent of the credit hours 
earned by a student who was awarded a 
baccalaureate degree in that major 
field of study at the unaccredited edu-
cational institution. 

(c) For an unaccredited educational 
institution to be considered for des-
ignation as a qualifying educational in-
stitution, the unaccredited educational 

institution must submit the required 
documentation no later than January 1 
of the year for which the unaccredited 
educational institution seeks to be des-
ignated a qualifying educational insti-
tution. 

(d) The required documentation must 
be sent to the following address: Office 
of the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Reserve Affairs, Attn: DASD 
(M&P), 1500 Defense Pentagon, Wash-
ington, DC 20301–1500. 

(e) Applications containing the re-
quired documentation may also be sub-
mitted at any time from unaccredited 
educational institutions requesting 
designation as a qualifying educational 
institution for prior school years. 
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AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. 2005, 2007. 

SOURCE: 77 FR 72944, Dec. 7, 2012, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 68.1 Purpose. 
This part: 
(a) Implements policy, assigns re-

sponsibilities, and prescribes proce-
dures for the operation of voluntary 
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