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(4) The event must be of the type for 
which participation is considered ap-
propriate. 

(5) It must not be in any direct or im-
plied competition with a commercial 
source. 

(6) There must be no potential danger 
to persons or private property that 
could result in a claim against the gov-
ernment. Safety requirements will be 
observed. 

(b) Use of open mess facilities will be 
permitted only under one of the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(1) Incident to the holding of a pro-
fessional or technical seminar at the 
command. 

(2) Incident to an official visit to the 
command by a civic group. 

(3) Navy League Council luncheon or 
dinner meetings (not to exceed one per 
quarter per group). 

(4) Incident to group visits by the 
Boy Scouts of America, Boys Clubs of 
America, the Navy League Sea Cadets 
(by virtue of their federal charters), 
Girl Scouts and the Navy League Ship-
mates, and a few representative adult 
leaders. 

(c) Use of the official Navy flag will 
be in accordance with SECNAVINST 
10520.2C and of official emblem in ac-
cordance with OPNAVINST 5030.11B. 

(d) Requests not meeting the criteria 
cited here, but which are considered by 
the officer in command to have merit, 
may be referred to the Chief of Infor-
mation. 

[41 FR 29101, July 15, 1976, as amended at 44 
FR 6391, Feb. 1, 1979] 

§ 705.21 Requests for Navy participa-
tion. 

(a) Decisions will be made on a case- 
by-case basis. Events which are inap-
propriate for one type of participation 
may be entirely appropriate for an-
other type of participation. A positive 
and flexible approach should be em-
ployed. 

(b) Requests by civilian organizations 
for Navy participation in programs or 
events they sponsor should be ad-
dressed to the nearest naval installa-
tion and should be evaluated and au-
thorized at that level if possible. Re-
quest exceeding local resoures, or re-
quiring authorization from higher au-

thority, should be forwarded through 
appropriate channels. 

(c) Requests for Armed Forces par-
ticipation in public events are to be 
submitted on official request forms 
(§§ 705.33, 705.34 and 705.36) by the spon-
sors of events occurring outside a com-
mand’s area of direct knowledge and 
local capability, or involving a type or 
level of participation unavailable lo-
cally, or requiring approval of higher 
authority. 

(d) Fact sheets expounding upon nor-
mally requested assets are enclosed in 
§§ 705.33, 705.34 and 705.36 and may be re-
produced and distributed locally. 

(e) The official request form is to be 
used on all requests referred to the 
Chief of Information and to the Office 
of Assistant Secretary of Defense (Pub-
lic Affairs). 

§ 705.22 Relations with community 
groups. 

(a) Naval commands will cooperate 
with and assist community groups 
within their capabilities, to the event 
authorized by current instructions, and 
will participate in their activitis to the 
extent feasible. 

(b) Navy commands will encourage 
membership of personnel in commu-
nity organizations. 

(c) Officers in command will withhold 
approval of requests from community 
groups, organizations or individuals 
whose purposes are unclear, pending 
advice from the Chief of Information. 

(d) Commands may make facilities, 
less housing and messing, available to 
community groups, at no expense to 
the government, when it is in the best 
interest of the Navy to do so. Mess fa-
cilities may not be used for meetings of 
civic groups or other asociations unless 
all the members of the group concerned 
are authorized participants of the mess 
as prescribed in NAVPERS 15951, ex-
cept as provided below: 

(1) Requests to make open mess fa-
cilities available to professional or 
technical seminars or civic groups 
meeting in connection with an official 
visit to the activity may be submitted 
to the officer in charge of the mess, or 
other appropriate authority. Such re-
quests may be approved when it is 
shown that the inspection of the activ-
ity or the holding of a professional 
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seminar is of principal importance and 
the use of mess facilities is incidental 
thereto. 

(2) Because of the exceptional nature 
of the Navy League, as recognized by 
the Secretary of the Navy, open mess 
facilities may be used for luncheon or 
dinner meetings of Navy League Coun-
cils, but not more often than once per 
quarter per group. 

(e) Relations with Industry and 
Labor in the Community (refer to 
SECNAVINST 5370.2F and DOD Direc-
tive 5500.7): 

(1) Relations with Navy contractors 
and with industry and business in gen-
eral are the responsibility of the officer 
in command, with the assistance of his 
public affairs officer. 

(2) Navy commands will cooperate 
with industry and its representatives 
in planning and executing community 
relations projects of mutual interest. 

(i) Visits to commands will be sched-
uled for industrial and employee 
groups under the same conditions as 
for other civilian groups. 

(ii) A contractor may be identified in 
a news release, exhibit, or the like 
whenever the major responsibility for 
the product can be clearly and fairly 
credited to him. In such cases, both the 
manufacturer’s name for the product 
and the Navy designation of it will be 
used. 

(iii) Commands will not solicit, nor 
authorize others to solicit, contractors 
to provide advertising, contributions, 
donations, subscriptions, etc. Where 
there is a legitimate need for indus-
trial promotion items, such as scale 
models, the command will contact the 
Chief of Information for advice as to 
the procedure for requesting procure-
ment. 

(iv) Similarly, if Defense contractors 
wish to distribute information mate-
rial through official Navy channels, the 
Office of Information will be queried as 
to the desirability and feasibility of 
undertaking the desired distribution. 

(v) Visits to contractor facilities are 
governed by the provisions of DOD 
Manual 5520.22–M (Industrial Security 
Manual for Safeguarding Classified In-
formation). If nationally known press 
representatives will be involved, prior 
approval must be obtained both from 
the contractor (via the Chief of Infor-

mation) and from the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense (Public Affairs). 

(3) Commands will maintain the 
same relationship with labor unions as 
with other community groups and will 
not take action in connection with 
labor disputes. Personnel inadvertently 
or incidentally involved in labor dis-
putes will consult officers in command 
for guidance. 

(f) Emergency Assistance to the Com-
munity: 

(1) Navy commands will offer and 
provide assistance to adjacent commu-
nities in the event of disaster or other 
emergency. 

(2) The Chief of Information will be 
advised immediately of action when 
taken, and copies of subsequent reports 
to the Chief of Naval Operations will be 
forwarded to the Chief of Information. 

(3) Navy commands will participate 
in planning by local Civil Defense offi-
cials. 

[41 FR 29101, July 15, 1976, as amended at 44 
FR 6391, Feb. 1, 1979] 

§ 705.23 Guest cruises. 
(a) General policy. (1) The embar-

kation of civilian guests in Navy ships 
is appropriate in the furtherance of 
continuing public awareness of the 
Navy and its mission. 

(i) Examples of embarkations for 
public affairs purposes are (but not 
limited to): Individuals, community 
service clubs, civic groups, the Navy 
League, and trade and professional as-
sociations. 

(ii) Embarkation of media represent-
atives on assignment is discussed in 
§ 705.14. 

(iii) Other categories may be estab-
lished by the Secretary of the Navy, 
subject to the approval of the Sec-
retary of Defense. 

(2) It has also been demonstrated 
that the occasional embarkation on 
cruises of families and personal guests 
of naval personnel has contributed ma-
terially to the morale of the family cir-
cle and has instilled in each individual 
a sense of pride in his ship. For further 
information see OPNAVINST 5720.2G. 

(3) Embarkations should be con-
ducted within the framework of regu-
larly scheduled operations; underway 
periods solely to accommodate guests 
are not authorized. 
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