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shall ensure that the ship is not oper-
ated unless a garbage management 
plan meeting paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion is on the ship and that each person 
handling garbage follows the plan. 

(b) Each garbage management plan 
under paragraph (a) of this section 
must be in writing and— 

(1) Provide for the discharge of gar-
bage by means that meet Annex V of 
MARPOL, the Act, and §§ 151.51 through 
151.77; 

(2) Describe procedures for mini-
mizing, collecting, processing, storing, 
and discharging garbage; and 

(3) Designate the person who is in 
charge of carrying out the plan. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 1625–0072) 

[USCG–2012–1049, 78 FR 13492, Feb. 28, 2013] 

§ 151.59 Placards. 
(a) The master or person in charge of 

a ship, including a drilling rig or plat-
form, to which this section applies 
shall ensure that one or more placards 
meeting the requirements of this sec-
tion are displayed in prominent loca-
tions and in sufficient numbers so that 
they can be read by the crew and pas-
sengers. These locations must be read-
ily accessible to the intended reader 
and may include embarkation points, 
food service facilities, garbage han-
dling spaces, living spaces, and com-
mon areas on deck. If the Captain of 
the Port (COTP) determines that the 
number or location of the placards is 
insufficient to adequately inform crew 
and passengers, the COTP may require 
additional placards and may specify 
their locations. 

(b) Each placard must be at least 20 
cm (8 in) wide by 121⁄2 cm (5 in) high, 
made of a durable material, and leg-
ible. 

(c) At a minimum, each placard must 
notify the reader of the operating re-
quirements contained in §§ 151.67 
through 151.73 as they apply to that 
ship. The following requirements 
should also be prominently stated: 

(1) The discharge of all garbage is 
prohibited into the navigable waters of 
the United States and into all other 
waters except as specifically allowed; 

(2) The discharge of all forms of plas-
tic into all waters is prohibited; 

(3) A person who violates the above 
requirements is liable for civil and/or 
criminal penalties; and 

(4) Regional, state, and local restric-
tions on garbage discharges also may 
apply. 

(d) For ships while operating on the 
Great Lakes or their connecting or 
tributary waters, the placard must— 

(1) Notify the reader of the informa-
tion in paragraph (c) of this section; or 

(2) Notify the reader of the following: 
(i) Except as allowed by § 151.66, the 

discharge of all garbage into the Great 
Lakes or their connecting or tributary 
waters is prohibited; and 

(ii) A person who violates the above 
requirements is liable for a civil pen-
alty for each violation, and the crimi-
nal penalties of a class D felony. 

[USCG–2012–1049, 78 FR 13492, Feb. 28, 2013] 

§ 151.61 Inspection for compliance and 
enforcement. 

While within the navigable waters of 
the United States or the Exclusive Eco-
nomic Zone, a ship is subject to inspec-
tion by the Coast Guard or other au-
thorized federal agency to determine 
if— 

(a) The ship has been operating in ac-
cordance with these regulations and 
has not discharged plastics or other 
garbage in violation of the provisions 
of the Act or Annex V of MARPOL; 

(b) Grinders or comminuters used for 
the discharge of garbage between 3 and 
12 nautical miles from nearest land are 
capable of reducing the size of garbage 
so that it will pass through a screen 
with openings no greater than 25 milli-
meters (one inch); 

(c) Information for recordkeeping re-
quirements, when required under 
§ 151.55, is properly and accurately 
logged; 

(d) A garbage management plan, 
when required under § 151.57, is on 
board and that the condition of the 
ship, equipment and operational proce-
dures of the ship meet the plan; and 

(e) Placards, when required by 
§ 151.59, are posted on board. 

[CGD 88–002, 54 FR 18405, Apr. 28, 1989, as 
amended by CGD 88–002A, 55 FR 18583, May 2, 
1990; USCG–2012–1049, 78 FR 13492, Feb. 28, 
2013] 
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