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within the district or zone of that Dis-
trict Commander or Captain of the 
Port, if the District Commander or the 
Captain of the Port determines that 
the vessel’s history of accidents, pollu-
tion incidents, or serious repair prob-
lems creates reason to believe that the 
vessel may be unsafe or pose a threat 
to the marine environment. 

(b) The authority to issue orders pro-
hibiting operation of the vessels or 
transfer of cargo or residue under para-
graph (a) of this section also applies if 
the vessel: 

(1) Fails to comply with any applica-
ble regulation; 

(2) Discharges oil or hazardous mate-
rial in violation of any law or treaty of 
the United States; 

(3) Does not comply with applicable 
vessel traffic service requirements; 

(4) While underway, does not have at 
least one deck officer on the naviga-
tion bridge who is capable of commu-
nicating in the English language. 

(c) When a vessel has been prohibited 
from operating in the navigable waters 
of the United States under paragraphs 
(a) or (b) of this section, the District 
Commander or Captain of the Port may 
allow provisional entry into the navi-
gable waters of the United States, or 
into any port or place under the juris-
diction of the United States and within 
the district or zone of that District 
Commander or Captain of the Port, if 
the owner or operator of such vessel 
proves to the satisfaction of the Dis-
trict Commander or Captain of the 
Port, that the vessel is not unsafe or 
does not pose a threat to the marine 
environment, and that such entry is 
necessary for the safety of the vessel or 
the persons on board. 

(d) A vessel which has been prohib-
ited from operating in the navigable 
waters of the United States, or from 
transferring cargo or residue in a port 
or place under the jurisdiction of the 
United States under the provisions of 
paragraph (a) or (b)(1), (2) or (3) of this 
section, may be allowed provisional 
entry if the owner or operator proves, 
to the satisfaction of the District Com-
mander or Captain of the Port that has 
jurisdiction, that the vessel is no 
longer unsafe or a threat to the envi-
ronment, and that the condition which 

gave rise to the prohibition no longer 
exists. 

[CGD 79–026, 48 FR 35404, Aug. 4, 1983, as 
amended by CGD 96–026, 61 FR 33668, June 28, 
1996; USCG–1998–3799, 63 FR 35531, June 30, 
1998; USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11212, Mar. 16, 
2009] 

§ 160.115 Withholding of clearance. 

Each District Commander or Captain 
of the Port may request the Secretary 
of the Treasury, or the authorized rep-
resentative thereof, to withhold or re-
voke the clearance required by 46 
U.S.C. App. 91 of any vessel, the owner 
or operator of which is subject to any 
penalties under 33 U.S.C. 1232. 

[CGD 79–026, 48 FR 35404, Aug. 4, 1983; 48 FR 
39059, Aug. 29, 1983, as amended by USCG– 
1998–3799, 63 FR 35531, June 30, 1998] 

Subpart C—Notification of Arrival, 
Hazardous Conditions, and 
Certain Dangerous Cargos 

SOURCE: USCG–2002–11865, 68 FR 9543, Feb. 
28, 2003, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.201 General. 

This subpart contains requirements 
and procedures for submitting Notices 
of Arrival (NOA) and Notice of Haz-
ardous Condition. The sections in this 
subpart describe: 

(a) Applicability and exemptions 
from requirements in this subpart; 

(b) Required information in an NOA; 
(c) Required changes to an NOA; 
(d) Methods and times for submission 

of an NOA and changes to an NOA; 
(e) How to obtain a waiver; and 
(f) Requirements for submission of 

the Notice of Hazardous Conditions. 

§ 160.202 Applicability. 

(a) This subpart applies to U.S. and 
foreign vessels bound for or departing 
from ports or places in the United 
States. 

(b) This subpart does not apply to 
U.S. recreational vessels under 46 
U.S.C. 4301 et seq., but does apply to for-
eign recreational vessels. 

(c) Unless otherwise specified in this 
subpart, the owner, agent, master, op-
erator, or person in charge of a vessel 
regulated by this subpart is responsible 
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for compliance with the requirements 
in this subpart. 

(d) Towing vessels controlling a 
barge or barges required to submit an 
NOA under this subpart must submit 
only one NOA containing the informa-
tion required for the towing vessel and 
each barge under its control. 

[USCG–2002–11865, 68 FR 9543, Feb. 28, 2003, as 
amended by USCG–2004–19963, 70 FR 74669, 
Dec. 16, 2005] 

§ 160.203 Exemptions. 
(a) Except for reporting notice of haz-

ardous conditions, the following vessels 
are exempt from requirements in this 
subpart: 

(1) Passenger and supply vessels when 
they are employed in the exploration 
for or in the removal of oil, gas, or 
mineral resources on the continental 
shelf. 

(2) Oil Spill Recovery Vessels 
(OSRVs) when engaged in actual spill 
response operations or during spill re-
sponse exercises. 

(3) Vessels operating upon the fol-
lowing waters: 

(i) Mississippi River between its 
sources and mile 235, Above Head of 
Passes; 

(ii) Tributaries emptying into the 
Mississippi River above mile 235; 

(iii) Atchafalaya River above its 
junction with the Plaquemine-Morgan 
City alternate waterway and the Red 
River; and 

(iv) The Tennessee River from its 
confluence with the Ohio River to mile 
zero on the Mobile River and all other 
tributaries between those two points. 

(b) If not carrying certain dangerous 
cargo or controlling another vessel car-
rying certain dangerous cargo, the fol-
lowing vessels are exempt from NOA 
requirements in this subpart: 

(1) Vessels 300 gross tons or less, ex-
cept for foreign vessels entering any 
port or place in the Seventh Coast 
Guard District as described in 33 CFR 
3.35–1(b). 

(2) Vessels operating exclusively 
within a Captain of the Port Zone. 

(3) Vessels arriving at a port or place 
under force majeure. 

(4) Towing vessels and barges oper-
ating solely between ports or places in 
the continental United States. 

(5) Public vessels. 

(6) Except for tank vessels, U.S. ves-
sels operating solely between ports or 
places in the United States on the 
Great Lakes. 

(c) Vessels less than 500 gross tons 
need not submit the International 
Safety Management (ISM) Code Notice 
(Entry (7) to Table 160.206). 

(d) Vessels operating solely between 
ports or places in the continental 
United States need not submit the 
Cargo Declaration (Customs Form 
1302), (Entry (8) to Table 160.206). 

(e) This section does not exempt any 
vessel from compliance with the U.S. 
Customs Service (USCS) reporting or 
submission requirements. 

(f) U.S. vessels need not submit the 
International Ship and Port Facility 
Code (ISPS) Notice information (Entry 
(9) to Table 160.206). 

[USCG–2002–11865, 68 FR 9543, Feb. 28, 2003, as 
amended by USCG–2003–14749, 68 FR 39313, 
July 1, 2003; 68 FR 63735, Nov. 10, 2003] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: By USCG–2002– 
11865, 68 FR 27908, May 22, 2003, in § 160.203, 
paragraphs (d) and (e) were suspended, effec-
tive May 22, 2003. 

§ 160.204 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart: 
Agent means any person, partnership, 

firm, company or corporation engaged 
by the owner or charterer of a vessel to 
act in their behalf in matters con-
cerning the vessel. 

Barge means a non-self propelled ves-
sel engaged in commerce. 

Carried in bulk means a commodity 
that is loaded or carried on board a 
vessel without containers or labels and 
received and handled without mark or 
count. 

Certain dangerous cargo (CDC) in-
cludes any of the following: 

(1) Division 1.1 or 1.2 explosives as de-
fined in 49 CFR 173.50. 

(2) Division 1.5D blasting agents for 
which a permit is required under 49 
CFR 176.415 or, for which a permit is re-
quired as a condition of a Research and 
Special Programs Administration ex-
emption. 

(3) Division 2.3 ‘‘poisonous gas’’, as 
listed in 49 CFR 172.101 that is also a 
‘‘material poisonous by inhalation’’ as 
defined in 49 CFR 171.8, and that is in a 
quantity in excess of 1 metric ton per 
vessel. 
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