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SUBCHAPTER S—BOATING SAFETY 

PART 173—VESSEL NUMBERING 
AND CASUALTY AND ACCIDENT 
REPORTING 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
173.1 Purpose; preemptive effect. 
173.3 Definitions. 

Subpart B—Numbering 

173.11 Applicability. 
173.13 Exemptions. 
173.15 Vessel number required. 
173.17 Reciprocity. 
173.19 Other numbers prohibited. 
173.21 Certificate of number required. 
173.23 Inspection of certificate. 
173.25 Location of certificate of number. 
173.27 Numbers: Display; size; color. 
173.29 Notification to issuing authority. 
173.31 Surrender of certificate of number. 
173.33 Removal of number. 
173.35 Coast Guard validation sticker. 

Subpart C—Casualty and Accident 
Reporting 

173.51 Applicability. 
173.53 Immediate notification of death or 

disappearance. 
173.55 Report of casualty or accident. 
173.57 Contents of report. 
173.59 Where to submit report. 

Subpart D—Issue of Certificate of Number 

173.71 Application for and issuance of cer-
tificate of number. 

173.73 [Reserved] 
173.75 Temporary certificate. 
173.77 Validity of certificate of number. 
173.79 Expiration of Coast Guard certificate 

of number. 
173.81 Coast Guard forms for numbering and 

casualty reporting. 
173.83 Availability of Coast Guard forms. 
173.85 Fees levied by the Coast Guard. 

APPENDIX A TO PART 173—ISSUING AUTHORI-
TIES AND REPORTING AUTHORITIES 

AUTHORITY: 31 U.S.C. 9701; 46 U.S.C. 2110, 
6101, 12301, 12302; OMB Circular A–25; Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Delegation No. 
0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 72–54R, 37 FR 21399, Oct. 7, 
1972, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 173.1 Purpose; preemptive effect. 

This part prescribes requirements for 
numbering vessels and for reporting 
casualties and accidents to implement 
sections 6101, 6102, 12301, and 12302 of 
Title 46, United States Code. The regu-
lations in subparts A, B, and D of this 
part have preemptive effect over con-
flicting State or local regulation. The 
regulations in subpart C of this part 
have preemptive effect over State or 
local regulation within the same field, 
except to the extent that Congress re-
quires the Coast Guard to allow State 
casualty reporting systems pursuant to 
46 U.S.C. chapter 131. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18699, Mar. 28, 2012] 

§ 173.3 Definitions. 
As used in this part— 
Airboat means a vessel that is typi-

cally flat-bottomed and propelled by an 
aircraft-type propeller powered by an 
engine. 

Auxiliary sail means a vessel with sail 
as its primary method of propulsion 
and mechanical propulsion as its sec-
ondary method. 

Cabin motorboat means a vessel pro-
pelled by propulsion machinery and 
providing enclosed spaces inside its 
structure. 

Certificate of number means the cer-
tificate required by § 173.21 of this part. 

Houseboat means a motorized vessel 
that is usually non-planing and de-
signed primarily for multi-purpose ac-
commodation spaces with low 
freeboard and little or no foredeck or 
cockpit. 

Hull identification number or HIN 
means a number required by 33 CFR 
181.23. 

Inboard, in the context of an engine, 
means an engine mounted inside the 
confines of a vessel which powers a 
drive shaft that turns a water jet im-
peller or that runs through the bottom 
of the hull and is attached to a pro-
peller at the other end. 

Inflatable boat means a vessel that 
uses air-filled flexible fabric for buoy-
ancy. 
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33 CFR Ch. I (7–1–13 Edition) § 173.11 

Issuing authority means a State listed 
in Appendix A of this part as having a 
numbering system approved by the 
Coast Guard or the Coast Guard itself 
when a State numbering system has 
not been approved. 

Open motorboat means a vessel 
equipped with propulsion machinery 
and having an open load carrying area 
that does not have a continuous deck 
to protect it from the entry of water. 

Operate means use, navigate, or em-
ploy. 

Operator means the person who is in 
control or in charge of a vessel while it 
is in operation. 

Outboard, in the context of an engine, 
means an engine with propeller or 
water jet integrally attached, which is 
usually mounted at the stern of a ves-
sel. 

Owner means a person, other than a 
secured party, having property rights 
in or title to a vessel, including persons 
entitled to use or possess a vessel sub-
ject to a security interest in another 
person, but excluding lessees under a 
lease not intended as security. 

Paddlecraft means a vessel powered 
only by its occupants, using a single or 
double- bladed paddle as a lever with-
out the aid of a fulcrum provided by 
oarlocks, thole pins, crutches, or simi-
lar arrangements. 

Person means an individual, firm, 
partnership, corporation, company, as-
sociation, joint-stock association, or 
governmental entity and includes a 
trustee, receiver, assignee, or similar 
representative of any of them. 

Personal watercraft means a vessel 
propelled by a water-jet pump or other 
machinery as its primary source of mo-
tive power and designed to be operated 
by a person sitting, standing, or kneel-
ing on the vessel, rather than sitting or 
standing within the vessel’s hull. 

Pod drive means an engine mounted 
in front of the transom of a vessel and 
attached through the bottom of the 
hull to a steerable propulsion unit. 

Pontoon boat means a vessel with a 
broad, flat deck that is affixed on top 
of closed cylinders which are used for 
buoyancy, the basic design of which is 
usually implemented with two rows of 
floats as a catamaran or with three 
rows of floats as a trimaran. 

Reporting authority means a State 
listed in Appendix A of this part as 
having a numbering system approved 
by the Coast Guard or the Coast Guard 
itself when a numbering system has 
not been approved. 

Rowboat means an open vessel manu-
ally propelled by oars. 

Sail only means a vessel propelled 
only by sails. 

State means a State of the United 
States, the District of Columbia, Amer-
ican Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, Puer-
to Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and 
any other territory or possession of the 
United States. 

State of principal operation means the 
State in whose waters a vessel is or 
will be operated most during a calendar 
year. 

Sterndrive means an engine, powering 
a propeller through a series of shafts 
and gears, mounted in front of the 
transom of a vessel and attached 
through the transom to a drive unit 
that is similar to the lower unit of an 
outboard; and may also be known as an 
inboard-outdrive or an inboard-out-
board. 

Vessel means every description of 
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used or capable of being used as a 
means of transportation on water. 

[USCG–2003–14963, 77 FR 18699, Mar. 28, 2012] 

Subpart B—Numbering 
§ 173.11 Applicability. 

This subpart applies to each vessel 
equipped with propulsion machinery of 
any type used on waters subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States and 
on the high seas beyond the territorial 
seas for vessels owned in the United 
States except: 

(a) Foreign vessels temporarily using 
waters subject to U.S. jurisdiction; 

(b) Military or public vessels of the 
United States, except recreational-type 
public vessels; 

(c) A vessel whose owner is a State or 
subdivision thereof, which is used prin-
cipally for governmental purposes, and 
which is clearly identifiable as such; 

(d) Ships’ lifeboats; 
(e) A vessel which has or is required 

to have a valid marine document as a 
vessel of the United States. 
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