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National Register will take the fol-
lowing steps: 

(a) For a property owned by a Fed-
eral agency, or under the jurisdiction 
or control of the agency to the extent 
that the agency substantially exercises 
the attributes of ownership, the Keeper 
of the National Register will request 
the Federal agency to nominate the 
property to the National Register with-
in six months. 

(b) If the property is not under Fed-
eral jurisdiction or control, the Keeper 
of the National Register will request 
that the State Historic Preservation 
Office nominate the property to the 
National Register within six months. 

(c) If the Keeper of the National Reg-
ister determines that a property has 
lost the characteristics that made it el-
igible for the National Register, he will 
inform the State Historic Preservation 
Officer and the Federal agency and re-
move the property from the list of eli-
gible properties. 
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§ 64.1 Purpose. 
The purpose of these guidelines is to 

prescribe policies and procedures for 
administering the funding of projects 
involving the conversion of abandoned 
railroad rights-of-way to recreation 
and conservation uses. Because of the 
limited funding available, it is the Bu-
reau of Outdoor Recreation’s intent to 
select a few projects which effectively 
demonstrate the conversion of aban-
doned railroad rights-of-way for recre-
ation and conservation purposes in a 
timely manner. 

§ 64.2 Definitions. 
(a) Abandoned Railroad Rights-of-Way. 

An abandoned railroad right-of-way is 
the real property used for or formerly 
used for the operation of railroad 
trains by a common carrier railroad, 
upon which the railroad company has, 
or will cease operations and sell, or 
otherwise dispose of the company’s in-
terest in the real property. 

(b) Project Applicant. Federal, State, 
or local governmental agencies. 

§ 64.3 Applicability and authority. 
The policies and procedures con-

tained herein are applicable to the 
making of grants to State and local 
governments and to the making of allo-
cations to Federal agencies under the 
provisions of title VIII, section 809(b) 
(2) and (3) of the Railroad Revitaliza-
tion and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 
(Pub. L. 94–210) (90 Stat. 145). The Sec-
retary of the Interior in consultation 
with the Secretary of Transportation is 
responsible for providing financial as-
sistance in accordance with section 
809(b) (2) and (3). The Secretary of the 
Interior’s responsibility has been dele-
gated to the Bureau of Outdoor Recre-
ation. 

§ 64.4 Scope. 
(a) Funding assistance authorized by 

section 809(b)(2) shall be provided to 
State and local government entities to 
enable them to acquire and develop 
abandoned railroad rights-of-way for 
recreation and conservation purposes 
and to plan for such acquisition and de-
velopment. As provided for by law, 
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