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allotment under bid, who has a satis-
factory record of performance under 
that permit, and who is not the higher 
bidder for the future grazing privileges 
in the specified allotment shall be of-
fered the opportunity to match the 
high bid and thereby retain the permit. 
Should there be more than one existing 
permittee in the allotment under bid, 
each shall be offered the option of 
meeting the high bid; if only one cur-
rent permittee opts to meet the high 
bid, the remaining allowable grazing 
use, if any, shall be awarded to the ini-
tial high bidder. 

(2) Identical Bids. In cases of identical 
bids, the selection of the successful ap-
plicant shall be made through a draw-
ing. 

(g) Computation of Successful Bidder’s 
Annual Fee—(1) Annual Fee Basis. The 
highest bid received shall establish the 
base grazing value in the initial year of 
the grazing permit for each allotment 
offered. The annual grazing fee shall 
equal the base grazing value, adjusted 
by the current period’s hay price index 
for the relevant subregion as described 
in § 222.53(c)(1), and (c)(3), less the value 
of any agency required range improve-
ments. This hay price index shall be 
based on 3-year average hay prices and 
annually reflect the percent change in 
the cost of alternative livestock feed. 

(2) Grazing Fee Credits for Range Im-
provements. Any requirements for per-
mittee construction or development of 
range improvements shall be identified 
through an agreement and incor-
porated into the grazing permit, with 
credits for such improvements to be al-
lowed toward the annual grazing fee. 
Fee credits shall be allowed only for 
range improvements which the Forest 
Service requires an individual per-
mittee to construct or develop on a 
specific allotment to meet the manage-
ment direction and prescriptions in the 
relevant forest land and resource man-
agement plan and allotment manage-
ment plan. These improvements must 
involve costs which the permittee 
would not ordinarily incur under the 
grazing permit, must be of tangible 
public benefit, and must enhance man-
agement of vegetation for resource pro-
tection, soil productivity, riparian, wa-
tershed, and wetland values, wildlife 
and fishery habitat, or outdoor recre-

ation values. Maintenance of range im-
provements specified in allotment 
management planning documents or 
the grazing permit, and other costs in-
curred by the permittee in the ordinary 
course of permitted livestock grazing, 
do not qualify for grazing fee credits. 

(h) No Bids Received. If qualified 
sealed bids are not received, the au-
thorized officer reserves the right to 
conduct an oral auction using the min-
imum bid price established under para-
graph (b) of this section or to establish 
grazing fees through noncompetitive 
grazing fee procedures specified in 
§ 222.53 of this subpart. 

[55 FR 2651, Jan. 26, 1990] 

Subpart D—Management of Wild 
Free-Roaming Horses and Burros 

AUTHORITY: 7 U.S.C. 1011; 16 U.S.C. 551, 
1331–1340; 43 U.S.C. 1901 note. 

SOURCE: 45 FR 24135, Apr. 9, 1980, redesig-
nated at 78 FR 33723, June 5, 2013, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 222.60 Authority and definitions. 
(a) Authority. The Chief, Forest Serv-

ice, shall protect, manage, and control 
wild free-roaming horses and burros on 
lands of the National Forest System 
and shall maintain vigilance for the 
welfare of wild free-roaming horses and 
burros that wander or migrate from 
the National Forest System. If these 
animals also use lands administered by 
the Bureau of Land Management as a 
part of their habitat, the Chief, Forest 
Service, shall cooperate to the fullest 
extent with the Department of the In-
terior through the Bureau of Land 
Management in administering the ani-
mals. 

(b) Definitions. 
(1) Act means the Act of December 15, 

1971 (85 Stat. 649, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 
1331–1340). 

(2) Captured animal means a wild free- 
roaming horse or burro taken and held 
in the custody of an authorized officer, 
his delegate, or agent. This term does 
not apply to an animal after it is 
placed in private custody through a 
Private Maintenance and Care agree-
ment. 

(3) Excess animals means wild free- 
roaming horses and burros which have 
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been removed by authorized personnel 
pursuant to applicable law or which 
must be removed from an area in order 
to preserve and maintain a thriving 
natural ecological balance in coordina-
tion with other resources and activi-
ties. 

(4) Herd means one or more stallions 
and their mares, or jacks and their jen-
nies. 

(5) Humane treatment means kind and 
merciful treatment, without causing 
unnecessary stress or suffering to the 
animal. 

(6) Inhumane treatment means causing 
physical stress to an animal through 
any harmful action or omission that is 
not compatible with standard animal 
husbandry practices; causing or allow-
ing an animal to suffer from a lack of 
necessary food, water, or shelter; using 
any equipment, apparatus, or tech-
nique during transportation, domes-
tication, or handling that causes undue 
injury to an animal; or failing to treat 
or care for a sick or injured animal. 

(7) Lame means a wild free-roaming 
horse or burro with malfunctioning 
muscles, ligaments or limbs that im-
pair freedom of movement. 

(8) Malicious harassment means any 
intentional act demonstrating delib-
erate disregard for the well-being of 
wild free-roaming horses and burros 
and which creates a likelihood of in-
jury or is detrimental to normal behav-
ior pattern of wild free-roaming horses 
or burros including feeding, watering, 
resting, and breeding. Such acts in-
clude, but are not limited to, unauthor-
ized chasing, pursuing, herding, roping, 
or attempting to gather wild free- 
roaming horses or burros. It does not 
apply to activities conducted by or on 
behalf of the Forest Service or the Bu-
reau of Land Management in imple-
mentation or performance of duties 
and responsibilities under the Act. 

(9) National Advisory Board means the 
Advisory Board as established jointly 
by the Secretary of Agriculture and 
the Secretary of the Interior under the 
provisions of the Act. 

(10) National Forest System includes 
the National Forests, National Grass-
lands, and other Federal lands for 
which the Forest Service has adminis-
trative jurisdiction. 

(11) Old means a wild free-roaming 
horse or burro characterized by inabil-
ity to fend for itself because of age, 
physical deterioration, suffering or 
closeness to death. 

(12) Sick means a wild free-roaming 
horse or burro with failing health, 
infirmness, or disease from which there 
is little chance of recovery. 

(13) Wild free-roaming horses and bur-
ros mean all unbranded and unclaimed 
horses and burros and their progeny 
that have used lands of the National 
Forest System on or after December 15, 
1971, or do hereafter use these lands as 
all or part of their habitat, but does 
not include any horse or burro intro-
duced onto the National Forest System 
on or after December 15, 1971, by acci-
dent, negligence, or willful disregard of 
private ownership. Unbranded, claimed 
horses and burros for which the claim 
is found to be erroneous, are also con-
sidered as wild and free-roaming if they 
meet the criteria above. 

(14) Wild-horse and burro range means 
an area of National Forest System spe-
cifically so designated by the Chief, 
Forest Service, from wild horse and 
burro territory, for the purpose of sus-
taining an existing herd or herds of 
wild free-roaming horses and burros, 
provided the range does not exceed 
known territorial limits and is devoted 
principally, but not necessarily exclu-
sively, to the welfare of the wild horses 
and burros, in keeping with the mul-
tiple-use management concept for the 
National Forest System. 

(15) Wild horse and burro territory 
means lands of the National Forest 
System which are identified by the 
Chief, Forest Service, as lands which 
were territorial habitat of wild free- 
roaming horses and/or burros at the 
time of the passage of the Act. 

§ 222.61 Administration of wild free- 
roaming horses and burros and 
their environment. 

(a) The Chief, Forest Service, shall: 
(1) Administer wild free-roaming 

horses and burros and their progeny on 
the National Forest System in the 
areas where they now occur (wild horse 
and burro territory) to maintain a 
thriving ecological balance considering 
them an integral component of the 
multiple use resources, and regulating 
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