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§1.413 The United States International
Searching Authority.

(a) Pursuant to appointment by the
Assembly, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office will act as an
International Searching Authority for
international applications filed in the
United States Receiving Office and in
other Receiving Offices as may be
agreed upon by the Director, in accord-
ance with the agreement between the
Patent and Trademark Office and the
International Bureau (PCT Art.
16(3)(0)).

(b) The Patent and Trademark Office,
when acting as an International
Searching Authority, will be identified
by the full title “United States Inter-
national Searching Authority’ or by
the abbreviation “ISA/US.”

(c) The major functions of the Inter-
national Searching Authority include:

(1) Approving or establishing the
title and abstract;

(2) Considering the matter of unity of
invention;

(3) Conducting international and
international-type searches and pre-
paring international and international-
type search reports (PCT Art. 15, 17 and
18, and PCT Rules 25, 33 to 45 and 47),
and issuing declarations that no inter-
national search report will be estab-
lished (PCT Article 17(2)(a));

(4) Preparing written opinions of the
International Searching Authority in
accordance with PCT Rule 43bis (when
necessary); and

(6) Transmitting the international
search report and the written opinion
of the International Searching Author-
ity to the applicant and the Inter-
national Bureau.

[43 FR 20466, May 11, 1978, as amended at 68
FR 59886, Oct. 20, 2003]

§1.414 The United States Patent and
Trademark Office as a Designated
Office or Elected Office.

(a) The United States Patent and
Trademark Office will act as a Des-
ignated Office or Elected Office for
international applications in which the
United States of America has been des-
ignated or elected as a State in which
patent protection is desired.

(b) The United States Patent and
Trademark Office, when acting as a
Designated Office or Elected Office dur-

§1.416

ing international processing will be
identified by the full title ‘“United
States Designated Office’ or by the ab-
breviation “DO/US” or by the full title
“United States Elected Office’ or by
the abbreviation “EO/US”.

(c) The major functions of the United
States Designated Office or Elected Of-
fice in respect to international applica-
tions in which the United States of
America has been designated or elect-
ed, include:

(1) Receiving various notifications
throughout the international stage and

(2) National stage processing for
international applications entering the
national stage under 35 U.S.C. 371.

[62 FR 20047, May 28, 1987, as amended at 77
FR 48823, Aug. 14, 2012]

§1.415 The International Bureau.

(a) The International Bureau is the
World Intellectual Property Organiza-
tion located at Geneva, Switzerland. It
is the international intergovernmental
organization which acts as the coordi-
nating body under the Treaty and the
Regulations (PCT Art. 2 (xix) and 35
U.S.C. 351 (h)).

(b) The major functions of the Inter-
national Bureau include:

(1) Publishing of international appli-
cations and the International Gazette;

(2) Transmitting copies of inter-
national applications to Designated Of-
fices;

(3) Storing and maintaining record
copies; and

(4) Transmitting information to au-
thorities pertinent to the processing of
specific international applications.

§1.416 The United States International
Preliminary Examining Authority.

(a) Pursuant to appointment by the
Assembly, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office will act as an
International Preliminary Examining
Authority for international applica-
tions filed in the United States Receiv-
ing Office and in other Receiving Of-
fices as may be agreed upon by the Di-
rector, in accordance with agreement
between the Patent and Trademark Of-
fice and the International Bureau.

(b) The United States Patent and
Trademark Office, when acting as an
International Preliminary Examining
Authority, will be identified by the full
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