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Department of Veterans Affairs § 17.161 

the applicable Department of Veterans 
Affairs appropriation. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3903(e)(3)) 

[45 FR 6939, Jan. 31, 1980. Redesignated at 54 
FR 46607, Nov. 18, 1988, and further redesig-
nated at 61 FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

DENTAL SERVICES 

§ 17.160 Authorization of dental exami-
nations. 

When a detailed report of dental ex-
amination is essential for a determina-
tion of eligibility for benefits, dental 
examinations may be authorized for 
the following classes of claimants or 
beneficiaries: 

(a) Those having a dental disability 
adjudicated as incurred or aggravated 
in active military, naval, or air service 
or those requiring examination to de-
termine whether the dental disability 
is service connected. 

(b) Those having disability from dis-
ease or injury other than dental, adju-
dicated as incurred or aggravated in 
active military, naval, or air service 
but with an associated dental condition 
that is considered to be aggravating 
the basic service-connected disorder. 

(c) Those for whom a dental examina-
tion is ordered as a part of a general 
physical examination. 

(d) Those requiring dental examina-
tion during hospital, nursing home, or 
domiciliary care. 

(e) Those held to have suffered dental 
injury or aggravation of an existing 
dental injury, as the result of examina-
tion, hospitalization, or medical or sur-
gical (including dental) treatment that 
had been awarded. 

(f) Veterans who are participating in 
a rehabilitation program under 38 
U.S.C. chapter 31 are entitled to such 
dental services as are professionally 
determined necessary for any of the 
reasons enumerated in § 17.47(g). 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712(b); ch. 31) 

(g) Those for whom a special dental 
examination is authorized by the 
Under Secretary for Health or the As-
sistant Chief Medical Director for Den-
tistry. 

(h) Persons defined in § 17.60(d). 

[13 FR 7162, Nov. 27, 1948, as amended at 21 
FR 10388, Dec. 28, 1956; 23 FR 6503, Aug. 22, 
1958; 27 FR 11424, Nov. 20, 1962; 29 FR 1463, 
Jan. 29, 1964; 30 FR 1789, Feb. 9, 1965; 32 FR 
13817, Oct. 4, 1967; 33 FR 5300, Apr. 3, 1968; 35 
FR 6586, Apr. 24, 1970; 49 FR 5617, Feb. 14, 
1984. Redesignated and amended at 61 FR 
21966, 21968, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.161 Authorization of outpatient 
dental treatment. 

Outpatient dental treatment may be 
authorized by the Chief, Dental Serv-
ice, for beneficiaries defined in 38 
U.S.C. 1712(b) and 38 CFR 17.93 to the 
extent prescribed and in accordance 
with the applicable classification and 
provisions set forth in this section. 

(a) Class I. Those having a service- 
connected compensable dental dis-
ability or condition, may be authorized 
any dental treatment indicated as rea-
sonably necessary to maintain oral 
health and masticatory function. There 
is no time limitation for making appli-
cation for treatment and no restriction 
as to the number of repeat episodes of 
treatment. 

(b) Class II. (1)(i) Those having a serv-
ice-connected noncompensable dental 
condition or disability shown to have 
been in existence at time of discharge 
or release from active service, which 
took place after September 30, 1981, 
may be authorized any treatment indi-
cated as reasonably necessary for the 
one-time correction of the service-con-
nected noncompensable condition, but 
only if: 

(A) They served on active duty dur-
ing the Persian Gulf War and were dis-
charged or released, under conditions 
other than dishonorable, from a period 
of active military, naval, or air service 
of not less than 90 days, or they were 
discharged or released under conditions 
other than dishonorable, from any 
other period of active military, naval, 
or air service of not less than 180 days; 

(B) Application for treatment is 
made within 180 days after such dis-
charge or release. 

(C) The certificate of discharge or re-
lease does not bear a certification that 
the veteran was provided, within the 
90-day period immediately before such 
discharge or release, a complete dental 
examination (including dental X-rays) 
and all appropriate dental treatment 
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indicated by the examination to be 
needed, and 

(D) Department of Veterans Affairs 
dental examination is completed with-
in six months after discharge or re-
lease, unless delayed through no fault 
of the veteran. 

(ii) Those veterans discharged from 
their final period of service after Au-
gust 12, 1981, who had reentered active 
military service within 90 days after 
the date of a discharge or release from 
a prior period of active military serv-
ice, may apply for treatment of serv-
ice-connected noncompensable dental 
conditions relating to any such periods 
of service within 180 days from the date 
of their final discharge or release. 

(iii) If a disqualifying discharge or re-
lease has been corrected by competent 
authority, application may be made 
within 180 days after the date of correc-
tion. 

(2)(i) Those having a service-con-
nected noncompensable dental condi-
tion or disability shown to have been 
in existence at time of discharge or re-
lease from active service, which took 
place before October 1, 1981, may be au-
thorized any treatment indicated as 
reasonably necessary for the one-time 
correction of the service-connected 
noncompensable condition, but only if: 

(A) They were discharged or released, 
under conditions other than dishonor-
able, from a period of active military, 
naval or air service of not less than 180 
days. 

(B) Application for treatment is 
made within one year after such dis-
charge or release. 

(C) Department of Veterans Affairs 
dental examination is completed with-
in 14 months after discharge or release, 
unless delayed through no fault of the 
veteran. 

(ii) Those veterans discharged from 
their final period of service before Au-
gust 13, 1981, who had reentered active 
military service within one year from 
the date of a prior discharge or release, 
may apply for treatment of service- 
connected noncompensable dental con-
ditions relating to any such prior peri-
ods of service within one year of their 
final discharge or release. 

(iii) If a disqualifying discharge or re-
lease has been corrected by competent 
authority, application may be made 

within one year after the date of cor-
rection. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712) 

(c) Class II (a). Those having a serv-
ice-connected noncompensable dental 
condition or disability adjudicated as 
resulting from combat wounds or serv-
ice trauma may be authorized any 
treatment indicated as reasonably nec-
essary for the correction of such serv-
ice-connected noncompensable condi-
tion or disability. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501; 1712(a)(1)(C)) 

(d) Class II(b). Certain homeless and 
other enrolled veterans eligible for a 
one-time course of dental care under 38 
U.S.C. 2062. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 2062; 38 U.S.C. 
1712(a)(1)(H)) 

(e) Class II(c). Those who were pris-
oners of war, as determined by the con-
cerned military service department, 
may be authorized any needed out-
patient dental treatment. 

(Authority: Pub. L. 100–322; Pub. L. 108–170; 
38 U.S.C. 1712(b)(1)(F)) 

(f) Class IIR (Retroactive). Any veteran 
who had made prior application for and 
received dental treatment from the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for non-
compensable dental conditions, but was 
denied replacement of missing teeth 
which were lost during any period of 
service prior to his/her last period of 
service may be authorized such pre-
viously denied benefits under the fol-
lowing conditions: 

(1) Application for such retroactive 
benefits is made within one year of 
April 5, 1983. 

(2) Existing Department of Veterans 
Affairs records reflect the prior denial 
of the claim. 

All Class IIR (Retroactive) treatment 
authorized will be completed on a fee 
basis status. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712) 

(g) Class III. Those having a dental 
condition professionally determined to 
be aggravating disability from an asso-
ciated service-connected condition or 
disability may be authorized dental 
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treatment for only those dental condi-
tions which, in sound professional judg-
ment, are having a direct and material 
detrimental effect upon the associated 
basic condition or disability. 

(h) Class IV. Those whose service-con-
nected disabilities are rated at 100% by 
schedular evaluation or who are enti-
tled to the 100% rate by reason of indi-
vidual unemployability may be author-
ized any needed dental treatment. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712) 

(i) Class V. A veteran who is partici-
pating in a rehabilitation program 
under 38 U.S.C. chapter 31 may be au-
thorized such dental services as are 
professionally determined necessary 
for any of the reasons enumerated in 
§ 17.47(g). 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712(b); chapter 31) 

(j) Class VI. Any veterans scheduled 
for admission or otherwise receiving 
care and services under chapter 17 of 38 
U.S.C. may receive outpatient dental 
care which is medically necessary, i.e., 
is for dental condition clinically deter-
mined to be complicating a medical 
condition currently under treatment. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712) 

[20 FR 9505, Dec. 20, 1955] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 17.161, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 17.162 Eligibility for Class II dental 
treatment without rating action. 

When an application has been made 
for class II dental treatment under 
§ 17.161(b), the applicant may be deemed 
eligible and dental treatment author-
ized on a one-time basis without rating 
action if: 

(a) The examination to determine the 
need for dental care has been accom-
plished within the specified time limit 
after date of discharge or release unless 
delayed through no fault of the vet-
eran, and sound dental judgment war-
rants a conclusion the condition origi-
nated in or was aggravated during serv-
ice and the condition existed at the 

time of discharge or release from ac-
tive service, and 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712) 

(b) The treatment will not involve re-
placement of a missing tooth noted at 
the time of Department of Veterans Af-
fairs examination except: 

(1) In conjunction with authorized ex-
traction replacement, or 

(2) When a determination can be 
made on the basis of sound professional 
judgment that a tooth was extracted or 
lost on active duty. 

(c) Individuals whose entire tour of 
duty consisted of active or inactive 
duty for training shall not be eligible 
for treatment under this section. 

[37 FR 6847, Apr. 5, 1972, as amended at 48 FR 
16682, Apr. 19, 1983. Redesignated and amend-
ed at 61 FR 21966, 21968, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.163 Posthospital outpatient dental 
treatment. 

The Chief, Dental Service may au-
thorize outpatient dental care which is 
reasonably necessary to complete 
treatment of a nonservice-connected 
dental condition which was begun 
while the veteran was receiving De-
partment of Veterans Affairs author-
ized hospital care. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 1712(b)(5)) 

[45 FR 6939, Jan. 31, 1980. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.164 Patient responsibility in mak-
ing and keeping dental appoint-
ments. 

Any veteran eligible for dental treat-
ment on a one-time completion basis 
only and who has not received such 
treatment within 3 years after filing 
the application shall be presumed to 
have abandoned the claim for dental 
treatment. 

[45 FR 6939, Jan. 31, 1980. Redesignated at 61 
FR 21966, May 13, 1996] 

§ 17.165 Emergency outpatient dental 
treatment. 

When outpatient emergency dental 
care is provided, as a humanitarian 
service, to individuals who have no es-
tablished eligibility for outpatient den-
tal care, the treatment will be re-
stricted to the alleviation of pain or 
extreme discomfort, or the remediation 
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