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funds (or be augmented by a separate 
loan) to pay all or a part of the cost of 
the necessary site preparation of a lot 
on which to place the manufactured 
home and the loan shall be eligible for 
guaranty: Provided, that: 

(1) The veteran has, or incident to 
the transaction will acquire, a title to 
the lot that conforms to § 36.4253(a). 

(2) The loan is secured as required by 
§ 36.4253(d). 

(3) The lot is determined by the Sec-
retary to be an acceptable manufac-
tured homesite pursuant to § 36.4208, 

(4) The cost of the necessary site 
preparation is determined by the Sec-
retary to be reasonable. 

(5) The amount of the loan to pay for 
necessary site preparation does not ex-
ceed the cost thereof and also does not 
exceed the reasonable value of the de-
veloped lot as determined by the Sec-
retary, and 

(6) The loan conforms otherwise to 
the requirements of the § 36.4200 series. 

(b) Notwithstanding that the vet-
eran-borrower’s obligation for such site 
preparation be evidenced and secured 
separately from the obligation for pur-
chase of the manufactured home, the 
obligations together shall constitute 
one loan for the purposes of the § 36.4200 
series, including computation of the 
Secretary’s guaranty liability. 

(c) The cost of site preparation which 
will not be paid from the proceeds of 
the loan must be paid by the veteran in 
cash from the veteran’s own resources. 

[36 FR 3368, Feb. 23, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 13215, Mar. 25, 1975; 48 FR 40230, Sept. 6, 
1983] 

§ 36.4252 Loans for purchase or refi-
nancing of a manufactured home. 

(a) A loan to purchase a manufac-
tured home may include funds (or be 
augmented by a separate loan) to fi-
nance all or part of the cost of acquisi-
tion by the veteran of a lot on which to 
place the manufactured home and the 
loan shall be eligible for guaranty: Pro-
vided, That: 

(1) The veteran will acquire title to 
such lot that conforms to the require-
ments of § 36.4253(a), 

(2) The loan is secured as required by 
§ 36.4253(d), 

(3) The lot is determined by the Sec-
retary to be an acceptable manufac-
tured homesite pursuant to § 36.4208, 

(4) The portion of the loan allocated 
to acquisition of the lot does not ex-
ceed the reasonable value of the lot as 
determined by the Secretary, and 

(5) The loan conforms otherwise to 
the requirements of the § 36.4200 series. 

(b) Notwithstanding that the vet-
eran-borrower’s obligation for acquisi-
tion of the lot be evidenced and secured 
separately from the obligation for pur-
chase of the manufactured home, the 
obligations together (including, where 
appropriate, that for site preparation) 
shall constitute one loan for the pur-
poses of the § 36.4200 series, including 
computation of the Secretary’s guar-
anty liability. 

(c) The cost of lot acquisition which 
will not be paid from the proceeds of 
the loan must be paid by the veteran in 
cash from the veteran’s own resources. 

(d) For the purpose of this section ac-
quisition of a manufactured home lot 
includes: 

(1) The refinancing of the balance 
owed by the veteran as purchaser under 
an existing real estate installment con-
tract, and 

(2) The refinancing of existing mort-
gage loans or other liens which are se-
cured of record on a manufactured 
home lot owned by the veteran. 

(e) A loan to acquire a lot on which 
to site a manufactured home may in-
clude funds to refinance an existing 
loan made for the purchase of and se-
cured by a manufactured home on 
which lot the manufactured home is lo-
cated or will be placed, provided that: 

(1) The veteran will acquire or retain 
title to such manufactured home and 
lot that conforms to the requirements 
of §§ 36.4234 and 36.4253, 

(2) The loan is secured as required by 
§ 36.4253(g), 

(3) The lot is determined by the Sec-
retary to be an acceptable manufac-
tured homesite pursuant to § 36.4208, 

(4) The portion of the loan allocated 
to the acquisition and preparation of 
the lot does not exceed the reasonable 
value of the developed lot as deter-
mined by the Secretary, 

(5) The cost of necessary site prepara-
tion is determined by the Secretary to 
be reasonable. 
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(6) The portion of the loan allocated 
to the refinancing of the manufactured 
home does not exceed an amount equal 
to the sum of the balance of the loan 
being refinanced; a reasonable discount 
as authorized in § 36.4204(d)(8) with re-
spect to that portion of the loan used 
to refinance the existing purchase 
money lien on the manufactured loan, 
and closing costs as authorized in 
§ 36.4232 or § 36.4254, as appropriate, 

(7) The loan conforms otherwise to 
the requirements of the § 36.4200 series, 

(8) The veteran-borrower’s obligation 
for acquisition of the lot and for refi-
nancing the existing loan on the manu-
factured home (including site prepara-
tion, where appropriate), shall con-
stitute one loan for the purposes of the 
§ 36.4200 series, including computation 
of the Secretary’s guaranty liability. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 3712(a)(1)(G) or (5)) 

[36 FR 3368, Feb. 23, 1971, as amended at 40 
FR 13215, Mar. 25, 1975; 44 FR 22725, Apr. 17, 
1979; 48 FR 40230, Sept. 6, 1983] 

§ 36.4253 Title and lien requirements. 
(a) The interest in the realty consti-

tuting a manufactured home lot ac-
quired by the veteran wholly or in part 
with the proceeds of a guaranteed loan, 
or in the realty constituting a manu-
factured home lot improved wholly or 
in part with the proceeds of a guaran-
teed loan, shall not be less than: 

(1) A fee simple estate therein, legal 
or equitable; or 

(2) A leasehold estate running or re-
newable at the option of the lessee for 
a period of not less than 14 years from 
the maturity of the loan, or to any ear-
lier date at which the fee simple title 
will vest in the lessee, which is assign-
able or transferable, if the same be sub-
jected to the lien; however, a leasehold 
estate which is not freely assignable 
and transferable will be considered an 
acceptable estate if it is determined by 
the Under Secretary for Benefits, or 
the Director, Loan Guaranty Service, 
(i) that such type of leasehold is cus-
tomary in the area where the property 
is located, (ii) that a veteran or vet-
erans will be prejudiced if the require-
ment for free assignability is adhered 
to and, (iii) that the assignability and 
other provisions applicable to the 
leasehold estate are sufficient to pro-
tect the interests of the veteran and 

the Government and are otherwise ac-
ceptable; or 

(3) A life estate, provided that the re-
mainder and reversionary interests are 
subjected to the lien; or 

(4) A beneficial interest in a rev-
ocable Family Living Trust that en-
sures that the veteran, or veteran and 
spouse, have an equitable life estate, 
provided the lien attaches to any re-
mainder interest and the trust arrange-
ment is valid under State law. 
The title to such estate shall be such 
as is acceptable to informed buyers, 
title companies, and attorneys, gen-
erally, in the community in which the 
property is situated, except as modified 
by paragraph (b) of this section. 

(b) Any such property or estate will 
not fail to comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section 
by reason of the following: 

(1) Encroachments; 
(2) Easements; 
(3) Servitudes; 
(4) Reservations for water, timber, or 

subsurface rights; 
(5) Right in any grantor or cotenant 

in the chain of title, or a successor of 
either, to purchase for cash, which 
right by the terms thereof is exer-
cisable only if: 

(i) An owner elects to sell, 
(ii) The option price is not less than 

the price at which the then owner is 
willing to sell to another, and 

(iii) Exercised within 30 days after 
notice is mailed by certified mail to 
the address of optionee last known to 
the then owner of the then owner’s 
election to sell, stating the price and 
the identity of the proposed vendee; 

(6) State and local housing agency 
deed restrictions provided that the vet-
eran obtained the property under a 
State or local political subdivision pro-
gram designed to assist low- or mod-
erate-income purchasers, and as a con-
dition the purchaser must agree to one 
or more of the following restrictions: 

(i) If the property is resold within a 
time period as established by local law 
or ordinance, after the purchaser ac-
quires title, the purchaser must first 
offer the property to the government 
housing agency, or a low- or moderate- 
income purchaser designated by such 
agency, provided the option to pur-
chase is exercised within 90 days after 
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