
1055 

Department of Veterans Affairs § 60.15 

(4) Other donated lodging to be used 
on a temporary basis in accordance 
with 38 U.S.C. 1708. 

VA means the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

§ 60.3 Other donated temporary lodg-
ing. 

Whenever VA receives, from a source 
other than the Fisher House Founda-
tion, an undesignated donation of lodg-
ing to be used on a temporary basis, 
the lodging will be designated as if it 
were Fisher House lodging or be treat-
ed as other temporary lodging based 
upon the types of lodging available in 
the area. If VA receives a gift that 
specifies the terms of the lodging pro-
vided, VA will use the lodging provided 
in the manner specified by the donor. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708, 8103, 8104) 

§ 60.10 Eligibility criteria for Fisher 
House or other temporary lodging. 

(a) General. While a veteran is under-
going an episode of care, VA may pro-
vide either Fisher House or other tem-
porary lodging, as appropriate, if the 
application meets the requirements of 
this part 60. These are the only types of 
lodging provided by VA under this 
part. Note: Lodging provided for under 
this part will not be used by a person 
participating in a VA residential treat-
ment program, or as a substitute for 
participation in such a program. 

(b) Eligible persons—(1) Fisher House. 
VA may provide Fisher House lodging 
to accompanying individual(s) and, in 
limited circumstances of immediate 
need and no alternative temporary 
lodging, to a veteran with one or more 
accompanying individual(s). Fisher 
House lodging will not be used to lodge 
unaccompanied veterans or individuals 
in need of transitional or permanent 
housing. Note: VA does not impose a 
general limit on the number of persons 
who may accompany a veteran, but VA 
may in specific cases provide lodging 
to only a specific number of persons 
due to space or resource limitations. 

(2) Other temporary lodging. VA may 
provide other temporary lodging to a 
veteran or to a veteran and his or her 
accompanying individual(s). Accom-
panying individuals may not stay in 

other temporary lodging unless the 
veteran is also staying in temporary 
lodging. NOTE: VA does not impose a 
general limit on the number of persons 
who may accompany a veteran, but VA 
may in specific cases provide lodging 
to only a specific number of persons 
due to space or resource limitations. 

(c) Condition of the veteran. Fisher 
House or other temporary lodging will 
not be provided to a veteran unless the 
VA official reviewing the application 
determines, based on the application 
and on any necessary clinical informa-
tion, that the veteran is: 

(1) Medically stable and capable of 
self-care; or 

(2) Accompanied by an individual 
who is able to provide all necessary 
care. 

(d) Travel time/distance requirement. 
Fisher House or other temporary lodg-
ing may be provided only if the appli-
cant seeking lodging must travel at 
least 50 miles, or for 2 hours, from his 
or her home to the VA health care fa-
cility. VA may waive these require-
ments based on exceptional cir-
cumstances, such as when the physical 
condition of an accompanying indi-
vidual and/or the veteran, inclement 
weather, road conditions, or the mode 
of transportation, make it difficult or 
dangerous to travel to or return from 
the VA health care facility without an 
overnight stay. 

(e) Special authority for organ trans-
plant cases. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of this part, VA may provide 
Fisher House or other temporary lodg-
ing for individuals who must be present 
on site for evaluation, donation, and 
care related to their status as an organ 
donor for a veteran. VA may also pro-
vide Fisher House or other temporary 
lodging for the donor’s accompanying 
individuals at all phases of the trans-
plant process. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708, 1710(a)) 

§ 60.15 Application process. 

(a) Obtaining and submitting the appli-
cation. VA Form 10–0408A is the appli-
cation for Fisher House and other tem-
porary lodging. Applications may be 
submitted by mail, telephone, fac-
simile, in person, or electronically. VA 
Form 10–0408A is available from any 
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VA health care facility or may be ob-
tained online at http://vaww4.va.gov/ 
vaforms/medical/pdf/vha-10–0408A-fill.pdf. 
The completed application must be 
submitted as follows: 

(1) For Fisher House lodging, to the 
Fisher House Manager at the VA 
health care facility of jurisdiction. 

(2) For other temporary lodging, to 
the temporary lodging program coordi-
nator at the VA health care facility of 
jurisdiction. 

(b) Processing applications. (1) Appli-
cations are generally processed in the 
order that they are received by VA, 
and temporary lodging is then granted 
on a first come first serve basis; how-
ever, in extraordinary circumstances, 
such as imminent death, critical in-
jury, or organ donation applications 
may be processed out of order. 

(2) Temporary lodging is granted on a 
space-available basis, with some con-
sideration given to the compatibility 
of the applicant(s) and the room(s) 
available. For example, although VA 
may require an applicant to share a 
room with another veteran’s accom-
panying individual, VA would not do so 
if the persons affected are not the same 
gender. 

(3) Temporary lodging at a VA health 
care facility, such as non-utilized beds 
in a VA health care facility, may be 
made available only if not barred by 
law and if the Director of the VA 
health care facility determines that 
such action would not have a negative 
impact on patient care. Non-utilized 
beds provided to accompanying individ-
uals must be reassigned to VA patients 
when necessary. 

(4) The Director of the VA health 
care facility of jurisdiction will deter-
mine whether local funding is suffi-
cient to allow the use of temporary 
lodging in hotels and motels. 

(5) Subject to all criteria provided in 
this part, the person responsible for co-
ordinating the Fisher House and other 
temporary lodging program(s) at the 
VA health care facility of jurisdiction 
is responsible for making decisions to 
grant temporary lodging. These deci-
sions are considered to be final VA de-
cisions concerning individual medical 
treatment plans and the scheduling 
and use of VA lodging facilities, and 

they are not appealable to the Board of 
Veterans’ Appeals. 

(6) If VA denies an application for 
one type of lodging, such as at a Fisher 
House, the application will be consid-
ered for other temporary lodging and 
vice versa, if the applicant is eligible. 

(7) If VA denies the application for 
all types of temporary lodging, VA will 
refer the application to a VA social 
worker at the VA health care facility 
of jurisdiction to determine if other ar-
rangements can be made. 

(c) Costs for Fisher House and other 
temporary lodging under this part are 
borne by VA. 

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1708) 

(The Office of Management and Budget has 
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under OMB control 
number 2900–0630) 

§ 60.20 Duration of Fisher House or 
other temporary lodging. 

Fisher House or other temporary 
lodging may be awarded for the fol-
lowing periods: 

(a) While the veteran is undergoing 
an episode of care. 

(b) While the veteran is hospitalized, 
if the veteran is admitted to a VA 
health care facility while undergoing 
an outpatient episode of care for which 
temporary lodging was already pro-
vided. 

(c) As extended by the appropriate 
VA clinician or social worker based on 
an emergency situation or unforeseen 
circumstances. 

(d) For an indefinite period for ac-
companying individuals who are vis-
iting veterans hospitalized for an in-
definite period, provided that the ac-
companying individual is not using a 
VA health care facility bed. Whether a 
veteran is hospitalized for an indefinite 
period will be based upon the treat-
ment or rehabilitation needs of the vet-
eran as determined by the veteran’s 
health care team. 

(e) Temporary lodging may be fur-
nished the night before the day of a 
scheduled appointment if, the veteran 
leaving home after 8:00 a.m., would be 
unable to arrive at the VA health care 
facility by the time of the scheduled 
appointment. 
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