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Environmental Protection Agency § 63.462 

Solvent cleaning machine means any 
device or piece of equipment that uses 
halogenated HAP solvent liquid or 
vapor to remove soils from the surfaces 
of materials. Types of solvent cleaning 
machines include, but are not limited 
to, batch vapor, in-line vapor, in-line 
cold, and batch cold solvent cleaning 
machines. Buckets, pails, and beakers 
with capacities of 7.6 liters (2 gallons) 
or less are not considered solvent 
cleaning machines. 

Solvent vapor zone means; for a vapor 
cleaning machine, the area that ex-
tends from the liquid solvent surface to 
the level that solvent vapor is con-
densed. This condensation level is de-
fined as the midline height of the pri-
mary condenser coils. 

Squeegee system means a system that 
uses a series of pliable surfaces to re-
move the solvent film from the sur-
faces of the continuous web part. These 
pliable surfaces, called squeegees, are 
typically made of rubber or plastic 
media, and need to be periodically re-
placed to ensure continued proper func-
tion. 

Sump means the part of a solvent 
cleaning machine where the liquid sol-
vent is located. 

Sump heater coils means the heating 
system on a cleaning machine that 
uses steam, electricity, or hot water to 
heat or boil the liquid solvent. 

Superheated part technology means a 
system that is part of the continuous 
web process that heats the continuous 
web part either directly or indirectly 
to a temperature above the boiling 
point of the cleaning solvent. This 
could include a process step, such as a 
tooling die that heats the part as it is 
processed, as long as the part remains 
superheated through the cleaning ma-
chine. 

Superheated vapor system means a sys-
tem that heats the solvent vapor, ei-
ther passively or actively, to a tem-
perature above the solvent’s boiling 
point. Parts are held in the super-
heated vapor before exiting the ma-
chine to evaporate the liquid solvent 
on them. Hot vapor recycle is an exam-
ple of a superheated vapor system. 

Vapor cleaning machine means a batch 
or in-line solvent cleaning machine 
that boils liquid solvent generating sol-

vent vapor that is used as a part of the 
cleaning or drying cycle. 

Water layer means a layer of water 
that floats above the denser solvent 
and provides control of solvent emis-
sions. In many cases, the solvent used 
in batch cold cleaning machines is sold 
containing the appropriate amount of 
water to create a water cover. 

Working mode means the time period 
when the solvent cleaning machine is 
actively cleaning parts. 

Working-mode cover means any cover 
or solvent cleaning machine design 
that allows the cover to shield the 
cleaning machine openings from out-
side air disturbances while parts are 
being cleaned in the cleaning machine. 
A cover that is used during the work-
ing mode is opened only during parts 
entry and removal. A cover that meets 
this definition can also be used as an 
idling-mode cover if that definition is 
also met. 

[59 FR 61805, Dec. 2, 1994; 60 FR 29485, June 5, 
1995, as amended at 63 FR 24751, May 5, 1998; 
64 FR 67798, Dec. 3, 1999] 

§ 63.462 Batch cold cleaning machine 
standards. 

(a) Each owner or operator of an im-
mersion batch cold solvent cleaning 
machine shall comply with the require-
ments specified in paragraph (a)(1) or 
(a)(2) of this section. 

(1) Employ a tightly fitting cover 
that shall be closed at all times except 
during parts entry and removal, and a 
water layer at a minimum thickness of 
2.5 centimeters (1.0 inch) on the surface 
of the solvent within the cleaning ma-
chine, or 

(2) Employ a tightly fitting cover 
that shall be closed at all times except 
during parts entry and removal and a 
freeboard ratio of 0.75 or greater. 

(b) Each owner or operator of a re-
mote-reservoir batch cold solvent 
cleaning machine shall employ a tight-
ly fitting cover over the solvent sump 
that shall be closed at all times except 
during the cleaning of parts. 

(c) Each owner or operator of a batch 
cold solvent cleaning machine com-
plying with paragraph (a)(2) or (b) of 
this section shall comply with the 
work and operational practice require-
ments specified in paragraphs (c)(1) 
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through (c)(9) of this section as appli-
cable. 

(1) All waste solvent shall be col-
lected and stored in closed containers. 
The closed container may contain a de-
vice that allows pressure relief, but 
does not allow liquid solvent to drain 
from the container. 

(2) If a flexible hose or flushing de-
vice is used, flushing shall be per-
formed only within the freeboard area 
of the solvent cleaning machine. 

(3) The owner or operator shall drain 
solvent cleaned parts for 15 seconds or 
until dripping has stopped, whichever 
is longer. Parts having cavities or blind 
holes shall be tipped or rotated while 
draining. 

(4) The owner or operator shall en-
sure that the solvent level does not ex-
ceed the fill line. 

(5) Spills during solvent transfer 
shall be wiped up immediately. The 
wipe rags shall be stored in covered 
containers meeting the requirements of 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section. 

(6) When an air- or pump-agitated 
solvent bath is used, the owner or oper-
ator shall ensure that the agitator is 
operated to produce a rolling motion of 
the solvent but not observable splash-
ing against tank walls or parts being 
cleaned. 

(7) The owner or operator shall en-
sure that, when the cover is open, the 
cold cleaning machine is not exposed 
to drafts greater than 40 meters per 
minute (132 feet per minute), as meas-
ured between 1 and 2 meters (3.3 and 6.6 
feet) upwind and at the same elevation 
as the tank lip. 

(8) Except as provided in paragraph 
(c)(9) of this section, sponges, fabric, 
wood, and paper products shall not be 
cleaned. 

(9) The prohibition in paragraph (c)(8) 
of this section does not apply to the 
cleaning of porous materials that are 
part of polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) 
laden transformers if those trans-
formers are handled throughout the 
cleaning process and disposed of in 
compliance with an approved PCB dis-
posal permit issued in accordance with 
the Toxic Substances Control Act. 

(d) Each owner or operator of a batch 
cold cleaning machine shall submit an 
initial notification report as described 

in § 63.468 (a) and (b) and a compliance 
report as described in § 63.468(c). 

(e) Each owner or operator subject to 
the requirements of paragraph (c)(1) 
through (8) of this section may request 
to use measures other than those de-
scribed in these paragraphs. The owner 
or operator must demonstrate to the 
Administrator (or delegated State, 
local, or Tribal authority) that the al-
ternative measures will result in equiv-
alent or better emissions control com-
pared to the measures described in 
paragraphs (c)(1) through (8) of this 
section. For example, storing solvent 
and solvent-laden materials in an en-
closed area that is ventilated to a sol-
vent recovery or destruction device 
may be considered an acceptable alter-
native. 

[59 FR 61805, Dec. 2, 1994; 60 FR 29485, June 5, 
1995, as amended at 64 FR 67799, Dec. 3, 1999; 
68 FR 37349, June 23, 2003] 

§ 63.463 Batch vapor and in-line clean-
ing machine standards. 

(a) Except as provided in § 63.464 for 
all cleaning machines, each owner or 
operator of a solvent cleaning machine 
subject to the provisions of this sub-
part shall ensure that each existing or 
new batch vapor or in-line solvent 
cleaning machine subject to the provi-
sions of this subpart conforms to the 
design requirements specified in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (7) of this section. 
The owner or operator of a continuous 
web cleaning machine shall comply 
with the requirements of paragraph (g) 
or (h) of this section, as appropriate, in 
lieu of complying with this paragraph. 

(1) Each cleaning machine shall be 
designed or operated to meet the con-
trol equipment or technique require-
ments in paragraph (a)(1)(i) or (a)(1)(ii) 
of this section. 

(i) An idling and downtime mode 
cover, as described in § 63.463(d)(1)(i), 
that may be readily opened or closed, 
that completely covers the cleaning 
machine openings when in place, and is 
free of cracks, holes, and other defects. 

(ii) A reduced room draft as described 
in § 63.463(e)(2)(ii). 

(2) Each cleaning machine shall have 
a freeboard ratio of 0.75 or greater. 

(3) Each cleaning machine shall have 
an automated parts handling system 
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