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ACUTE TOXICITY CATEGORIES FOR PESTICIDE PRODUCTS 

Hazard Indicators I II III IV 

Oral LD50 ................. Up to and including 50 
mg/kg 

>50 thru 500 mg/kg >500 thru 5,000 mg/kg >5,000 mg/kg 

Dermal LD50 ............ Up to and including 200 
mg/kg 

>200 thru 2000 mg/kg >2000 thru 20,000 mg/ 
kg 

>20,000 mg/kg 

Inhalation LC50 ........ Up to and including 0.2 
mg/liter 

>0.2 thru 2 mg/liter >2 thru 20 mg/liter >20 mg/liter 

Eye irritation ............ Corrosive; corneal opacity 
not reversible within 7 
days 

Corneal opacity re-
versible within 7 
days; irritation per-
sisting for 7 days 

No corneal opacity; ir-
ritation reversible 
within 7 days 

No irritation 

Skin irritation ........... Corrosive Severe irritation at 72 
hours 

Moderate irritation at 
72 hours 

Mild or slight irritation at 
72 hours 

§ 156.64 Signal word. 

(a) Requirement. Except as provided in 
paragraph (a)(4), each pesticide product 
must bear on the front panel a signal 
word, reflecting the highest Toxicity 
Category (Category I is the highest 
toxicity category) to which the product 
is assigned by any of the five routes of 
exposure in § 156.62. The signal word 
must also appear together with the 
heading for the human precautionary 
statement section of the labeling (see 
§ 156.70). 

(1) Toxicity Category I. Any pesticide 
product meeting the criteria of Tox-
icity Category I for any route of expo-
sure must bear on the front panel the 
signal word ‘‘DANGER.’’ In addition, if 
the product is assigned to Toxicity 
Category I on the basis of its oral, in-
halation or dermal toxicity (as distinct 
from skin and eye irritation), the word 
‘‘Poison’’ must appear in red on a back-
ground of distinctly contrasting color, 
and the skull and crossbones symbol 
must appear in immediate proximity 
to the word ‘‘Poison.’’ 

(2) Toxicity Category II. Any pesticide 
product meeting the criteria of Tox-
icity Category II as the highest cat-
egory by any route of exposure must 
bear on the front panel the signal word 
‘‘WARNING.’’ 

(3) Toxicity Category III. Any pesticide 
product meeting the criteria of Tox-
icity Category III as the highest cat-
egory by any route of exposure must 
bear on the front panel the signal word 
‘‘CAUTION.’’ 

(4) Toxicity Category IV. A pesticide 
product meeting the criteria of Tox-
icity Category IV by all routes of expo-
sure is not required to bear a signal 

word. If a signal word is used, it must 
be ‘‘CAUTION.’’ 

(b) Use of signal words. In no case may 
a product: 

(1) Bear a signal word reflecting a 
higher Toxicity Category than indi-
cated by the route of exposure of high-
est toxicity, unless the Agency deter-
mines that such labeling is necessary 
to prevent unreasonable adverse effects 
on man or the environment; 

(2) Bear a signal word reflecting a 
lesser Toxicity Category associated 
with a diluted product. Although pre-
cautionary statements for use dilu-
tions may be included on label, the sig-
nal word must reflect the toxicity of 
the product as distributed or sold; or 

(3) Bear different signal words on dif-
ferent parts of the label. 

§ 156.66 Child hazard warning. 
(a) Each pesticide product must bear 

on the front panel of the label the 
statement ‘‘Keep Out of Reach of Chil-
dren.’’ That statement, or any alter-
native statement approved by EPA, 
must appear on a separate line in close 
proximity to the signal word, if re-
quired. The statement is required on 
Toxicity Category IV products that do 
not otherwise require a signal word. 

(b) In its discretion, EPA may waive 
the requirement, or require or permit 
an alternative child hazard warning, if: 

(1) The applicant can demonstrate 
that the likelihood of exposure of chil-
dren to the pesticide during distribu-
tion, marketing, storage or use is re-
mote (for example, an industrial use 
product); or 

(2) The pesticide is approved for use 
on children (for example, an insect re-
pellent). 
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(c) EPA may approve an alternative 
child hazard warning that more appro-
priately reflects the nature of the pes-
ticide product to which children may 
be exposed (for example, an impreg-
nated pet collar). In this case, EPA 
may also approve placement on other 
than the front panel. 

§ 156.68 First aid statement. 
(a) Product as sold and distributed. 

Each product must bear a first aid 
statement if the product has systemic 
effects in Category I, II, or III, or skin 
or eye irritation effects in Category I 
or II. 

(b) Product as diluted for use. If the 
product labeling bears directions for 
dilution with water prior to use, the 
label may also include a statement de-
scribing how the first aid measures 
may be modified for the diluted prod-
uct. Such a statement must reflect the 
Toxicity Category(ies) of the diluted 
product, based upon data for the route 
of exposure (or calculations if appro-
priate). If the labeling provides for a 
range of use dilutions, only that use di-
lution representing the highest con-
centration allowed by labeling may be 
used as the basis for a statement per-
taining to the diluted product. The 
statement for a diluted product may 
not substitute for the statement for 
the concentrate, but augments the in-
formation provided for the con-
centrate. 

(c) Heading. The heading of the state-
ment may be ‘‘First Aid’’ or ‘‘State-
ment of Practical Treatment.’’ 

(d) Location of first aid statement. The 
first aid statement must appear on the 
front panel of the label of all products 
assigned to Toxicity Category I by any 
route of exposure. Upon review, the 
Agency may permit reasonable vari-
ations in the placement of the first aid 

statement if a reference such as ‘‘See 
first aid statement on back panel’’ ap-
pears on the front panel. The first aid 
statement for products assigned to 
Toxicity Categories II or III may ap-
pear on any panel of the label. 

§ 156.70 Precautionary statements for 
human hazards. 

(a) Requirement. Human hazard and 
precautionary statements as required 
must appear together on the label or 
labeling under the general heading 
‘‘Precautionary Statements’’ and 
under appropriate subheadings similar 
to ‘‘Humans and Domestic Animals,’’ 
‘‘Environmental Hazards’’ (see subpart 
E of this part) and ‘‘Physical or Chem-
ical Hazards.’’ The phrase ‘‘and Domes-
tic Animals’’ may be omitted from the 
heading if domestic animals will not be 
exposed to the product. 

(b) Content of statements. When data 
or other information show that an 
acute hazard may exist to humans or 
domestic animals, the label must bear 
precautionary statements describing 
the particular hazard, the route(s) of 
exposure and the precautions to be 
taken to avoid accident, injury or toxic 
effect or to mitigate the effect. The 
precautionary paragraph must be im-
mediately preceded by the appropriate 
signal word. 

(c) Typical precautionary statements. 
The table below presents typical haz-
ard and precautionary statements. Spe-
cific statements pertaining to the haz-
ards of the product and its uses must 
be approved by the Agency. With Agen-
cy approval, statements may be aug-
mented to reflect the hazards and pre-
cautions associated with the product as 
diluted for use. Refer to § 156.68(b) for 
requirements for use dilution state-
ments. 

TYPICAL HUMAN HAZARD AND PRECAUTIONARY STATEMENTS 

Toxicity Category Systemic effects (oral, dermal, in-
halation toxicity) Irritation effects (skin and eye) Sensitizer (There are no cat-

egories of sensitization.) 

I Fatal (poisonous) if swallowed 
[inhaled or absorbed through 
skin]. Do not breathe vapor 
[dust or spray mist]. Do not get 
in eyes, on skin, or on clothing. 
[Front panel first aid statement 
required.] 

Corrosive, causes eye and skin 
damage [or skin irritation]. Do 
not get in eyes on skin, or on 
clothing. Wear goggles or face 
shield and rubber gloves when 
handling. Harmful or fatal if 
swallowed. [Front panel first 
aid statement required.] 

If product is a sensitizer: Pro-
longed or frequently repeated 
skin contact may cause allergic 
reactions in some individuals. 
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