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1 There are two sections 487F. Section 
1002(b) of Public Law 106–310 added section 
487F, 42 U.S.C. 288–6, the Pediatric Research 
Loan Repayment Program. Subsequently, 
section 205 of Public Law 106–505 also added 
section 487F, 42 U.S.C. 288–5a, enacting the 
Loan Repayment Program for Clinical Re-
searchers. 

(d) Except for identifying informa-
tion protected by section 903(c) of the 
PHS Act, the Administrator, as appro-
priate, will make information provided 
in accordance with paragraphs (a) and 
(b) of this section available, and ar-
range for dissemination of such infor-
mation and materials on as broad a 
basis as practicable and in such form as 
to make them as useful as possible to a 
variety of audiences, including health 
care providers, practitioners, con-
sumers, educators, and policymakers. 

PART 68—NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF 
HEALTH (NIH) LOAN REPAYMENT 
PROGRAMS (LRPs) 

Sec. 
68.1 What is the scope and purpose of the 

NIH LRPs? 
68.2 Definitions. 
68.3 Who is eligible to apply? 
68.4 Who is eligible to participate? 
68.5 Who is ineligible to participate? 
68.6 How do individuals apply to participate 

in the NIH LRPs? 
68.7 How are applicants selected to partici-

pate in the NIH LRPs? 
68.8 What do the NIH LRPs provide to par-

ticipants? 
68.9 What loans qualify for repayment? 
68.10 What loans are ineligible for repay-

ment? 
68.11 What does an individual have to do in 

return for loan repayments received 
under the NIH LRPs? 

68.12 How does an individual receive loan 
repayments beyond the initial applicable 
contract period? 

68.13 What will happen if an individual does 
not comply with the terms and condi-
tions of participation in the NIH LRPs? 

68.14 Under what circumstances can the 
service or payment obligation be can-
celed, waived, or suspended? 

68.15 When can an NIH LRP payment obli-
gation be discharged in bankruptcy? 

68.16 Additional conditions. 
68.17 What other regulations and statutes 

apply? 

AUTHORITY: 42 U.S.C. 254o, 42 U.S.C. 288–1, 
42 U.S.C. 288–2, 42 U.S.C. 288–3, 42 U.S.C. 288– 
5, 42 U.S.C. 288–5a, 42 U.S.C. 288–6, 42 U.S.C. 
285t–2. 

SOURCE: 78 FR 20468, Apr. 5, 2013, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 68.1 What are the scope and purpose 
of the NIH LRPs? 

The regulations of this part apply to 
the award of educational loan pay-

ments authorized by sections 487A, 
487B, 487C, 487E, 487F,1 and 464z–5 of the 
Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
288–1, 42 U.S.C. 288–2, 42 U.S.C. 288–3, 42 
U.S.C. 288–5, 42 U.S.C. 288–5a, 42 U.S.C. 
288–6, 42 U.S.C. 285t–2). The purpose of 
these programs is to address the need 
for biomedical and behavioral research-
ers by providing an economic incentive 
to appropriately qualified health pro-
fessionals who are engaged in quali-
fying research supported by domestic 
nonprofit funding or as employees of 
the NIH. The NIH Loan Repayment 
Programs include eight separate pro-
grams, three that are Intramural (for 
NIH researchers) and five that are Ex-
tramural (for non-NIH researchers). 

(a) The Intramural LRPs include: 
(1) Loan Repayment Program for Re-

search with Respect to Acquired Im-
mune Deficiency Syndrome (or AIDS 
Research LRP); 

(2) Loan Repayment Program for 
General Research (or General Research 
LRP), including a program for Accredi-
tation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education (ACGME) Fellows; and 

(3) Loan Repayment Program for 
Clinical Researchers from Disadvan-
taged Backgrounds (or Clinical Re-
search LRP for Individuals from Dis-
advantaged Backgrounds). This pro-
gram is also included as a separate pro-
gram under the Extramural LRPs. 

(b) The Extramural LRPs include: 
(1) Loan Repayment Program for 

Contraception and Infertility Research 
(or Contraception and Infertility Re-
search LRP); 

(2) Loan Repayment Program for 
Clinical Researchers from Disadvan-
taged Backgrounds (or Clinical Re-
search LRP for Individuals from Dis-
advantaged Backgrounds); 

(3) Loan Repayment Program for 
Clinical Researchers (or Clinical Re-
search LRP); 

(4) Loan Repayment Program for Pe-
diatric Research (or Pediatric Research 
LRP); and 
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(5) Loan Repayment Program for 
Health Disparities Research (or Health 
Disparities Research LRP). 

§ 68.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
Act means the Public Health Service 

Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 201 et seq.). 
AIDS Research means research activi-

ties related to the Acquired Immuno-
deficiency Syndrome that qualify for 
inclusion in the AIDS Research LRP. 

Applicant means an individual who 
applies to and meets the eligibility cri-
teria for the NIH LRPs. 

Breach of contract results when a par-
ticipant fails to complete the research 
service or other obligation(s) required 
under the contract and may be subject 
to assessment of monetary damages 
and penalties as defined by statute. 

Clinical research is patient-oriented 
clinical research conducted with 
human subjects, or research on the 
causes and consequences of disease in 
human populations involving material 
of human origin (such as tissue speci-
mens and cognitive phenomena) for 
which an investigator or colleague di-
rectly interacts with human subjects 
in an outpatient or inpatient setting to 
clarify a problem in human physiology, 
pathophysiology or disease, or epi-
demiologic or behavioral studies, out-
comes research or health services re-
search, or developing new technologies, 
therapeutic interventions, or clinical 
trials. 

Commercial loans means loans made 
for educational purposes by banks, 
credit unions, savings and loan associa-
tions, not-for-profit organizations, in-
surance companies, schools, and other 
financial or credit institutions that are 
subject to examination and supervision 
in their capacity as lending institu-
tions by an agency of the United States 
or of the state in which the lender has 
its principal place of business. 

Contraception research is defined as 
research with the ultimate goal of pro-
viding new or improved methods of pre-
venting pregnancy. 

Current payment status means that a 
qualified educational loan is not past 
due in its payment schedule, as deter-
mined by the lending institution. 

Debt threshold means the minimum 
amount of qualified educational debt 

an individual must have, on their pro-
gram eligibility date, in order to be eli-
gible for LRP benefits, as established 
by the Secretary. 

Director means the Director of the 
National Institute on Minority Health 
and Health Disparities (NIMHD) or des-
ignee. 

Educational expenses means the cost 
of the health professional’s under-
graduate, graduate, and health profes-
sional school’s education, including the 
tuition expenses and other educational 
expenses such as living expenses, fees, 
books, supplies, educational equipment 
and materials, and laboratory ex-
penses. 

Extramural LRPs refers to those pro-
grams for which health professionals, 
who are not NIH employees and have 
program-specified degrees and domes-
tic nonprofit support, are eligible to 
apply. The Extramural LRPs include: 

(1) Contraception and Infertility Re-
search LRP; 

(2) Clinical Research LRP for Individ-
uals from Disadvantaged Backgrounds; 

(3) Clinical Research LRP; 
(4) Pediatric Research LRP; and 
(5) Health Disparities Research LRP. 
General research pertains to research 

that falls within the basic science or 
clinical research parameters and is not 
targeted toward a specific area (e.g., 
AIDS) or type of research (e.g., clinical 
research). The focus is on biomedical 
and behavioral research studies and in-
vestigations across a variety of sci-
entific disciplines within the mission 
of the NIH. 

Government loans means educational 
loans made by U.S. Federal, state, 
county, or city agencies that are au-
thorized by law to make such loans. 

Health disparities population: a popu-
lation is a health disparity population 
if, as determined by the Director after 
consultation with the Director of the 
Agency for Healthcare Research and 
Quality, there is a significant disparity 
in the overall rate of disease incidence, 
prevalence, morbidity, mortality, or 
survival rates in the population as 
compared to the health status of the 
general population. 

Individual from disadvantaged back-
ground. (1) Comes from an environment 
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