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§ 8.25 Informal review and the review-
ing official’s response. 

(a) Request for review. Within 30 days 
of the date of the notice of the suspen-
sion or proposed revocation, the appel-
lant must submit a written request to 
the reviewing official seeking review, 
unless some other time period is agreed 
to by the parties. A copy must also be 
sent to the respondent. The request for 
review must include a copy of the no-
tice of suspension, proposed revocation, 
or adverse action, a brief statement of 
why the decision to suspend, propose 
revocation, or take an adverse action is 
incorrect, and the appellant’s request 
for an oral presentation, if desired. 

(b) Acknowledgment. Within 5 days 
after receiving the request for review, 
the reviewing official will send an ac-
knowledgment and advise the appellant 
of the next steps. The reviewing offi-
cial will also send a copy of the ac-
knowledgment to the respondent. 

§ 8.26 Preparation of the review file 
and written arguments. 

The appellant and the respondent 
each participate in developing the file 
for the reviewing official and in sub-
mitting written arguments. The proce-
dures for development of the review 
file and submission of written argu-
ment are: 

(a) Appellant’s documents and brief. 
Within 30 days after receiving the ac-
knowledgment of the request for re-
view, the appellant shall submit to the 
reviewing official the following (with a 
copy to the respondent): 

(1) A review file containing the docu-
ments supporting appellant’s argu-
ment, tabbed and organized chrono-
logically, and accompanied by an index 
identifying each document. Only essen-
tial documents should be submitted to 
the reviewing official. 

(2) A written statement, not to ex-
ceed 20 double-spaced pages, explaining 
why respondent’s decision to suspend 
or propose revocation of appellant’s 
certification or to take adverse action 
regarding withdrawal of approval of 
the accreditation body is incorrect (ap-
pellant’s brief). 

(b) Respondent’s documents and brief. 
Within 30 days after receiving a copy of 
the acknowledgment of the request for 
review, the respondent shall submit to 

the reviewing official the following 
(with a copy to the appellant): 

(1) A review file containing docu-
ments supporting respondent’s decision 
to suspend or revoke appellant’s cer-
tification, or approval as an accredita-
tion body, tabbed and organized chron-
ologically, and accompanied by an 
index identifying each document. Only 
essential documents should be sub-
mitted to the reviewing official. 

(2) A written statement, not exceed-
ing 20 double-spaced pages in length, 
explaining the basis for suspension, 
proposed revocation, or adverse action 
(respondent’s brief). 

(c) Reply briefs. Within 10 days after 
receiving the opposing party’s submis-
sion, or 20 days after receiving ac-
knowledgment of the request for re-
view, whichever is later, each party 
may submit a short reply not to exceed 
10 double-spaced pages. 

(d) Cooperative efforts. Whenever fea-
sible, the parties should attempt to de-
velop a joint review file. 

(e) Excessive documentation. The re-
viewing official may take any appro-
priate steps to reduce excessive docu-
mentation, including the return of or 
refusal to consider documentation 
found to be irrelevant, redundant, or 
unnecessary. 

(f) Discovery. The use of interrog-
atories, depositions, and other forms of 
discovery shall not be allowed. 

§ 8.27 Opportunity for oral presen-
tation. 

(a) Electing oral presentation. If an op-
portunity for an oral presentation is 
desired, the appellant shall request it 
at the time it submits its written re-
quest for review to the reviewing offi-
cial. The reviewing official will grant 
the request if the official determines 
that the decisionmaking process will 
be substantially aided by oral presen-
tations and arguments. The reviewing 
official may also provide for an oral 
presentation at the official’s own ini-
tiative or at the request of the respond-
ent. 

(b) Presiding official. The reviewing 
official or designee will be the pre-
siding official responsible for con-
ducting the oral presentation. 

(c) Preliminary conference. The pre-
siding official may hold a prehearing 
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conference (usually a telephone con-
ference call) to consider any of the fol-
lowing: Simplifying and clarifying 
issues; stipulations and admissions; 
limitations on evidence and witnesses 
that will be presented at the hearing; 
time allotted for each witness and the 
hearing altogether; scheduling the 
hearing; and any other matter that 
will assist in the review process. Nor-
mally, this conference will be con-
ducted informally and off the record; 
however, the presiding official may, at 
the presiding official’s discretion, 
produce a written document summa-
rizing the conference or transcribe the 
conference, either of which will be 
made a part of the record. 

(d) Time and place of oral presentation. 
The presiding official will attempt to 
schedule the oral presentation within 
45 days of the date appellant’s request 
for review is received or within 15 days 
of submission of the last reply brief, 
whichever is later. The oral presen-
tation will be held at a time and place 
determined by the presiding official 
following consultation with the par-
ties. 

(e) Conduct of the oral presentation— 
(1) General. The presiding official is re-
sponsible for conducting the oral pres-
entation. The presiding official may be 
assisted by one or more HHS officers or 
employees or consultants in con-
ducting the oral presentation and re-
viewing the evidence. While the oral 
presentation will be kept as informal 
as possible, the presiding official may 
take all necessary steps to ensure an 
orderly proceeding. 

(2) Burden of proof/standard of proof. 
In all cases, the respondent bears the 
burden of proving by a preponderance 
of the evidence that its decision to sus-
pend, propose revocation, or take ad-
verse action is appropriate. The appel-
lant, however, has a responsibility to 
respond to the respondent’s allegations 
with evidence and argument to show 
that the respondent is incorrect. 

(3) Admission of evidence. The rules of 
evidence do not apply and the presiding 
official will generally admit all testi-
monial evidence unless it is clearly ir-
relevant, immaterial, or unduly repeti-
tious. Each party may make an open-
ing and closing statement, may present 
witnesses as agreed upon in the pre- 

hearing conference or otherwise, and 
may question the opposing party’s wit-
nesses. Since the parties have ample 
opportunity to prepare the review file, 
a party may introduce additional docu-
mentation during the oral presentation 
only with the permission of the pre-
siding official. The presiding official 
may question witnesses directly and 
take such other steps necessary to en-
sure an effective and efficient consider-
ation of the evidence, including setting 
time limitations on direct and cross- 
examinations. 

(4) Motions. The presiding official 
may rule on motions including, for ex-
ample, motions to exclude or strike re-
dundant or immaterial evidence, mo-
tions to dismiss the case for insuffi-
cient evidence, or motions for sum-
mary judgment. Except for those made 
during the hearing, all motions and op-
position to motions, including argu-
ment, must be in writing and be no 
more than 10 double-spaced pages in 
length. The presiding official will set a 
reasonable time for the party opposing 
the motion to reply. 

(5) Transcripts. The presiding official 
shall have the oral presentation tran-
scribed and the transcript shall be 
made a part of the record. Either party 
may request a copy of the transcript 
and the requesting party shall be re-
sponsible for paying for its copy of the 
transcript. 

(f) Obstruction of justice or making of 
false statements. Obstruction of justice 
or the making of false statements by a 
witness or any other person may be the 
basis for a criminal prosecution under 
18 U.S.C. 1001 or 1505. 

(g) Post-hearing procedures. At the 
presiding official’s discretion, the pre-
siding official may require or permit 
the parties to submit post-hearing 
briefs or proposed findings and conclu-
sions. Each party may submit com-
ments on any major prejudicial errors 
in the transcript. 

§ 8.28 Expedited procedures for review 
of immediate suspension. 

(a) Applicability. When the Secretary 
notifies a treatment program in writ-
ing that its certification has been im-
mediately suspended, the appellant 
may request an expedited review of the 
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