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42 CFR Ch. IV (10–1–13 Edition) § 413.98 

§ 413.98 Purchase discounts and allow-
ances, and refunds of expenses. 

(a) Principle. Discounts and allow-
ances received on purchases of goods or 
services are reductions of the costs to 
which they relate. Similarly, refunds of 
previous expense payments are reduc-
tions of the related expense. 

(b) Definitions—(1) Discounts. Dis-
counts, in general, are reductions 
granted for the settlement of debts. 

(2) Allowances. Allowances are deduc-
tions granted for damage, delay, short-
age, imperfection, or other causes, ex-
cluding discounts and returns. 

(3) Refunds. Refunds are amounts 
paid back or a credit allowed on ac-
count of an overcollection. 

(c) Normal accounting treatment—Re-
duction of costs. All discounts, allow-
ances, and refunds of expenses are re-
ductions in the cost of goods or serv-
ices purchased and are not income. If 
they are received in the same account-
ing period in which the purchases were 
made or expenses were incurred, they 
will reduce the purchases or expenses 
of that period. However, if they are re-
ceived in a later accounting period, 
they will reduce the comparable pur-
chases or expenses in the period in 
which they are received. 

(d) Application. (1) Purchase discounts 
have been classified as cash, trade, or 
quantity discounts. Cash discounts are 
reductions granted for the settlement 
of debts before they are due. Trade dis-
counts are reductions from list prices 
granted to a class of customers before 
consideration of credit terms. Quantity 
discounts are reductions from list 
prices granted because of the size of in-
dividual or aggregate purchase trans-
actions. Whatever the classification of 
purchase discounts, like treatment in 
reducing allowable costs is required. In 
the past, purchase discounts were con-
sidered as financial management in-
come. However, modern accounting 
theory holds that income is not derived 
from a purchase but rather from a sale 
or an exchange and that purchase dis-
counts are reductions in the cost of 
whatever was purchased. The true cost 
of the goods or services is the net 
amount actually paid for them. Treat-
ing purchase discounts as income 
would result in an overstatement of 
costs to the extent of the discount. 

(2) As with discounts, allowances, 
and rebates received from purchases of 
goods or services, refunds of previous 
expense payments are clearly reduc-
tions in costs and must be reflected in 
the determination of allowable costs. 
This treatment is equitable and is in 
accord with that generally followed by 
other governmental programs and 
third-party payment organizations 
paying on the basis of cost. 

§ 413.100 Special treatment of certain 
accrued costs. 

(a) Principle. As described in 
§ 413.24(b)(2), under the accrual basis of 
accounting, revenue is reported in the 
period in which it is earned and ex-
penses are reported in the period in 
which they are incurred. In the case of 
accrued costs described in this section, 
for Medicare payment purposes the 
costs are allowable in the year in 
which the costs are accrued and 
claimed for Medicare payment only 
under the conditions set forth in para-
graph (c) of this section. 

(b) Definitions—(1) All-inclusive paid 
days off benefit. An all-inclusive paid 
days off benefit replaces other vacation 
and sick pay plans. It is a formal plan 
under which, based on actual hours 
worked, all employees accrue vested 
leave or payment in lieu of vested 
leave for any combination of types of 
leave, such as illness, medical appoint-
ments, holidays, and vacations. 

(2) Self-insurance. Self-insurance is a 
means by which a provider independ-
ently or as part of a group undertakes 
the risk of protecting itself against an-
ticipated liabilities by providing funds 
in an amount equal to anticipated li-
abilities, rather than by purchasing in-
surance coverage. 

(c) Recognition of accrued costs—(1) 
General. Although Medicare recognizes, 
in the year of accrual, the accrual of 
costs for which a provider has not actu-
ally expended funds during the current 
cost reporting period, for purposes of 
payment Medicare does not recognize 
the accrual of costs unless the related 
liabilities are liquidated timely. 

(2) Requirements for liquidation of li-
abilities. For accrued costs to be recog-
nized for Medicare payment in the year 
of the accrual, the requirements set 
forth below must be met with respect 
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