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persons, to whom the QIO(s) may dis-
close the information or allow the re-
quested use.

(4) A description of each purpose of
the requested use or disclosure. The
statement ‘‘at the request of the indi-
vidual” is a sufficient description of
the purpose when an individual initi-
ates the authorization and does not, or
elects not to, provide a statement of
purpose.

(5) An expiration date or an expira-
tion event that relates to the bene-
ficiary or the purpose of the use or dis-
closure. The statement ‘“‘end of the QIO
research study,” ‘‘none,” or similar
language is sufficient if the authoriza-
tion is for a use or disclosure of con-
fidential information for QIO research,
including for the creation and mainte-
nance of a research database or re-
search repository.

(6) Signature of the individual and
date. If the authorization is signed by a
beneficiary’s representative, a descrip-
tion of such representative’s authority
to act for the beneficiary must also be
provided.

(¢c) In addition to those items con-
tained in paragraph (b) of this section,
the authorization must contain state-
ments adequate to place the individual
on notice of all of the following:

(1) The individual’s right to revoke
the authorization in writing; and

(2) Any exceptions to the right to re-
voke and a description of how the indi-
vidual may revoke the authorization;
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(3) The ability or inability of the QIO
to condition its review activities on
the authorization, by stating either:

(i) That the QIO may not condition
the review of complaints, appeals, or
payment determinations, or any other
QIO reviews or other tasks within the
QIO’s responsibility on whether the in-
dividual signs the authorization;

(ii) The consequences to the indi-
vidual of a refusal to sign the author-
ization when the refusal will render the
QIO unable to carry out an activity.

(4) The potential for information dis-
closed pursuant to the authorization to
be subject to either appropriate or in-
appropriate redisclosure by a bene-
ficiary, after which the information
would no longer be protected by this
subpart.

(d) The authorization must be writ-
ten in plain language.

(e) If a QIO seeks an authorization
from a beneficiary for a use or disclo-
sure of confidential information, the
QIO must provide the beneficiary with
a copy of the signed authorization.

(f) A beneficiary may revoke an au-
thorization provided under this section
at any time, provided the revocation is
in writing, except to the extent that
the QIO has taken action in reliance
upon the authorization.

[77 FR 68564, Nov. 15, 2012]
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