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Coast Guard, DHS § 15.701 

Subpart E—Manning Require-
ments; Uninspected Vessels 

§ 15.601 General. 

The following sections of subparts F, 
G, and H of this part contain provisions 
concerning manning of uninspected 
vessels; §§ 15.701, 15.705, 15.710, 15.720, 
15.730, 15.801, 15.805, 15.810, 15.820, 15.825, 
15.840, 15.850, 15.855, 15.905, 15.910, and 
15.915. 

§ 15.605 Credentialed operators for 
uninspected passenger vessels. 

Each uninspected passenger vessel 
must be under the direction and con-
trol of an individual credentialed by 
the Coast Guard as follows: 

(a) Every self-propelled, uninspected 
vessel as defined by 46 U.S.C. 2101(42)(B) 
must be under the direction and con-
trol of an individual holding a license 
or MMC endorsed as operator of 
uninspected passenger vessels. 

(b) Every uninspected passenger ves-
sel of 100 gross tons or more, as defined 
by 46 U.S.C. 2101(42)(A), must be under 
the direction and control of a 
credentialed master, pilot, or mate as 
appropriate. 

[USCG-1999–5040, 67 FR 34767, May 15, 2002, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11261, 
Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 15.610 Master and mate (pilot) of 
towing vessels. 

(a) Except as provided in this para-
graph, every towing vessel of at least 8 
meters (at least 26 feet) in length, 
measured from end to end over the 
deck (excluding sheer), must be under 
the direction and control of a person 
holding a license or MMC officer en-
dorsement as master or mate (pilot) of 
towing vessels or as master or mate of 
vessels of greater than 200 gross reg-
ister tons holding either an endorse-
ment on his or her license or MMC for 
towing vessels or a completed Towing 
Officer’s Assessment Record (TOAR) 
signed by a designated examiner indi-
cating that the officer is proficient in 
the operation of towing vessels. This 
does not apply to any vessel engaged in 
assistance towing, or to any towing 
vessel of less than 200 gross register 
tons engaged in exploiting offshore 
minerals or oil if the vessel has sites or 

equipment so engaged as its place of 
departure or ultimate destination. 

(b) Any towing vessel operating in 
the pilotage waters of the Lower Mis-
sissippi River must be under the con-
trol of an officer meeting the require-
ments of paragraph (a) of this section 
who holds either a first-class pilot’s en-
dorsement for that route, MMC officer 
endorsement for the Western Rivers, or 
meets the requirements of paragraph 
(a) and meets the requirements of ei-
ther paragraphs (b)(1) or (b)(2) of this 
section as applicable: 

(1) To operate a towing vessel with 
tank barges, or a tow of barges car-
rying hazardous materials regulated 
under part N or O of this subchapter, 
an officer in charge of the towing ves-
sel must have completed 12 round trips 
over this route as an observer, with at 
least 3 of those trips during hours of 
darkness, and at least 1 round trip of 
the 12 within the last 5 years. 

(2) To operate a towing vessel with-
out barges, or a tow of uninspected 
barges, an officer in charge of the tow-
ing vessel must have completed at 
least four round trips over this route as 
an observer, with at least one of those 
trips during hours of darkness, and at 
least one round trip of the 12 within 
the last 5 years. 

[USCG–1999–6224, 66 FR 20944, Apr. 26, 2001, as 
amended at 68 FR 35818, June 17, 2003; USCG– 
2008–0906, 73 FR 56508, Sept. 29, 2008; USCG– 
2006–24371, 74 FR 11261, Mar. 16, 2009] 

Subpart F—Limitations and 
Qualifying Factors 

§ 15.701 Officers Competency Certifi-
cates Convention, 1936. 

(a) This section implements the Offi-
cers Competency Certificates Conven-
tion, 1936, and applies to each vessel 
documented under the laws of the 
United States navigating seaward of 
the Boundary Lines in part 7 of this 
chapter, except: 

(1) A public vessel; 
(2) A wooden vessel of primitive 

build, such as a dhow or junk; 
(3) A barge; and, 
(4) A vessel of less than 200 gross 

tons. 
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(b) The master, mates and engineers 
on any vessel to which this section ap-
plies must hold a license or MMC offi-
cer endorsement to serve in that capac-
ity issued by the Coast Guard under 
parts 10 and 11 of this chapter. 

(c) A vessel to which this section ap-
plies, or a foreign flag vessel to which 
the Convention applies, may be de-
tained by a designated official until 
that official is satisfied that the vessel 
is in compliance with the Convention. 
Designated official includes Coast Guard 
officers, Coast Guard petty officers and 
officers or employees of the Customs 
and Border Protection Service. 

(d) Whenever a vessel is detained, the 
owner, charterer, managing operator, 
agent, master, or individual in charge 
may appeal the detention within five 
days under the provisions of § 2.01–70 of 
this chapter. 

[CGD 81–059, 52 FR 38652, Oct. 16, 1987, as 
amended by USCG–2006–24371, 74 FR 11261, 
Mar. 16, 2009] 

§ 15.705 Watches. 
(a) Title 46 U.S.C. 8104 is the law ap-

plicable to the establishment of watch-
es aboard certain U.S. vessels. The es-
tablishment of adequate watches is the 
responsibility of the vessel’s master. 
The Coast Guard interprets the term 
watch to be the direct performance of 
vessel operations, whether deck or en-
gine, where such operations would rou-
tinely be controlled and performed in a 
scheduled and fixed rotation. The per-
formance of maintenance or work nec-
essary to the vessel’s safe operation on 
a daily basis does not in itself con-
stitute the establishment of a watch. 
The minimum safe manning levels 
specified in a vessel’s certificate of in-
spection take into consideration rou-
tine maintenance requirements and 
ability of the crew to perform all oper-
ational evolutions, including emer-
gencies, as well as those functions 
which may be assigned to persons in 
watches. 

(b) Subject to exceptions, 46 U.S.C. 
8104 requires that when a master of a 
seagoing vessel of more than 100 gross 
tons establishes watches for the offi-
cers, sailors, coal passers, firemen, oil-
ers and watertenders, the personnel 
shall be divided, when at sea, into at 
least three watches and shall be kept on 

duty successively to perform ordinary 
work incident to the operation and man-
agement of the vessel. The Coast Guard 
interprets sailors to mean those mem-
bers of the deck department other than 
officers, whose duties involve the me-
chanics of conducting the ship on its 
voyage, such as helmsman 
(wheelsman), lookout, etc., and which 
are necessary to the maintenance of a 
continuous watch. Sailors is not inter-
preted to include able seamen and ordi-
nary seamen not performing these du-
ties. 

(c) Subject to exceptions, 46 U.S.C. 
8104(g) permits the officers and crew 
members (except the coal passers, fire-
men, oilers, and watertenders) to be di-
vided into two watches when at sea and 
engaged on a voyage of less than 600 
miles on the following categories of 
vessels: 

(1) Towing vessel; 
(2) Offshore supply vessel; or, 
(3) Barge. 
(d) Subject to exceptions, 46 U.S.C. 

8104(h) permits a master or mate (pilot) 
operating a towing vessel that is at 
least 26 feet in length measured from 
end to end over the deck (excluding 
sheer) to work not more than 12 hours 
in a consecutive 24 hour period except 
in an emergency. The Coast Guard in-
terprets this, in conjunction with other 
provisions of the law, to permit mas-
ters or mates (pilots) serving as opera-
tors of towing vessels that are not sub-
ject to the provisions of the Officers’ 
Competency Certificates Convention, 
1936, to be divided into two watches re-
gardless of the length of the voyage. 

(e) Fish processing vessels are subject 
to various provisions of 46 U.S.C. 8104 
concerning watches. 

(1) For fish processing vessels that 
entered into service before January 1, 
1988, the following watch requirements 
apply to the officers and deck crew: 

(i) If over 5000 gross tons—three 
watches. 

(ii) If more than 1600 gross tons and 
not more than 5000 gross tons—two 
watches. 

(iii) If not more than 1600 gross 
tons—no watch division specified. 

(2) For fish Processing vessels which 
enter into service after December 31, 
1987, the following watch requirements 
apply to the officers and deck crew: 
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