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the means of communication between 
the pilothouse and the engine room 12 
or fewer hours before departure. On 
every other vessel, the master shall do 
the same at least once a week. 

(b) The date of each test and exam-
ination and the condition of the equip-
ment must be noted in the vessel’s log-
book. 

§ 131.510 Draft and loadline markings. 
(a) The master of each vessel on an 

ocean or coastwise voyage shall enter 
in the vessel’s logbook the drafts of the 
vessel, forward and aft, when leaving 
port. 

(b) The master of each vessel subject 
to the requirements of subchapter E of 
this chapter shall, upon departure from 
port on an ocean or coastwise voyage, 
enter in the vessel’s logbook a state-
ment of the position of the loadline 
markings, port and starboard, relative 
to the surface of the water in which the 
vessel is then floating. 

(c) If the master, when recording 
drafts, compensates for the density of 
the water in which the vessel is float-
ing, he or she shall note this density in 
the vessel’s logbook. 

§ 131.513 Verification of compliance 
with applicable stability require-
ments. 

(a) After loading but before depar-
ture, and at other times necessary to 
assure the safety of the vessel, the 
master shall verify that the vessel 
complies with requirements in its 
trim-and-stability book, stability let-
ter, Certificate of Inspection, and 
Loadline Certificate, whichever apply, 
and then enter a statement of the 
verification in the log book. The vessel 
may not leave port until it is in com-
pliance with these requirements. 

(b) When determining compliance 
with applicable stability requirements, 
the master shall ascertain the vessel’s 
draft, trim, and stability as necessary; 
and any stability calculations made in 
support of the determination must re-
main aboard the vessel for the duration 
of the voyage. 

§ 131.515 Periodic sanitary inspec-
tions. 

(a) The master shall make periodic 
inspections of the quarters, toilet and 

washing spaces, serving pantries, gal-
leys, and the like, to ensure that those 
spaces are maintained in a sanitary 
condition. 

(b) The master shall enter in the ves-
sel’s logbook the results of these in-
spections. 

§ 131.520 Hatches and other openings. 

Before any vessel leaves protected 
waters, the master shall ensure that 
the vessel’s exposed cargo hatches and 
other openings in the hull are closed; 
made properly watertight by the use of 
tarpaulins, gaskets, or similar devices; 
and properly secured for sea. 

§ 131.525 Emergency lighting and 
power. 

(a) The master of each vessel shall 
ensure that the emergency lighting and 
power systems are tested at least once 
each week that the vessel is operated, 
to verify that they work. 

(b) The master shall ensure that 
emergency generators driven by inter-
nal-combustion engines run under load 
for at least 2 hours at least once each 
month that the vessel is operated. 

(c) The master shall ensure that stor-
age batteries driving fitted systems for 
emergency lighting and power are test-
ed at least once each 6 months that the 
vessel is operated, to demonstrate the 
ability of the batteries to supply the 
emergency loads for the period speci-
fied by Table 112.05–5(a) of this chapter 
for cargo vessels. 

(d) The date of each test and the con-
dition and performance of the appa-
ratus must be noted in the vessel’s log-
book. 

§ 131.530 Abandon-ship training and 
drills. 

(a) Material for abandon-ship train-
ing must be aboard each vessel. The 
material must consist of a manual of 
one or more volumes, or audiovisual 
training aids, or both. 

(1) The material must contain in-
structions and information about the 
lifesaving appliances aboard the vessel 
and about the best methods of survival. 
Any manual must be written in easily 
understood terms, illustrated wherever 
possible. 
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(2) If a manual is used, there must be 
a copy in each messroom and recre-
ation room for crew members or in 
each stateroom for them. If audiovisual 
aids are used, they must be incor-
porated in the training sessions aboard 
under paragraph (d) of this section. 

(3) The material must explain the— 
(i) Method of donning immersion 

suits and lifejackets carried aboard; 
(ii) Mustering at assigned stations; 
(iii) Proper boarding, launching, and 

clearing of survival craft and rescue 
boats; 

(iv) Method of launching survival 
craft by people within them; 

(v) Method of releasing survival craft 
from launching-appliances; 

(vi) Use of devices for protecting sur-
vival craft in launching-areas, where 
appropriate; 

(vii) Illumination of launching-areas; 
(viii) Use of each item of survival 

equipment; 
(ix) Instructions for emergency re-

pair of lifesaving appliances; 
(x) Use of radio lifesaving-appliances, 

with illustrations; 
(xi) Use of sea anchors; 
(xii) Use of engine and accessories, 

where appropriate; 
(xiii) Recovery of survival craft and 

rescue boats, including stowage and se-
curing; 

(xiv) Hazards of exposure and need 
for warm clothing; 

(xv) Best use of survival craft for sur-
vival; and 

(xvi) Methods of retrieving personnel, 
including use of helicopter-mounted 
rescue gear (slings, baskets, stretchers) 
and vessel’s line-throwing apparatus. 

(b) An abandon-ship drill must be 
held on each vessel in alternate weeks. 
If none can be held during the ap-
pointed week, because of bad weather 
or other unavoidable constraint, one 
must be held at the first opportunity 
afterward. If the crew changes more 
than once in any 2 weeks, one must be 
held as soon after the arrival of each 
crew as practicable. 

(1) Any crew member excused from 
an abandon-ship drill must participate 
in the next one, so that each member 
participates in at least one each 
month. Unless more than 25 percent of 
the members have participated in one 
on that particular vessel in the pre-

vious month, one must be held before 
the vessel leaves port if reasonable and 
practicable; but, unless the Com-
mandant (CG–CVC) accepts alternative 
arrangements as at least equivalent, 
one must be held not later than 24 
hours after the vessel leaves port in 
any event. 

(2)(i) On a voyage likely to take more 
than 24 hours to complete, a muster of 
offshore workers must be held on de-
parture. The master shall ensure that 
each worker is assigned to a survival 
craft and is directed to its location. 
Each person in charge of such a craft 
shall maintain a list of workers as-
signed to the craft. 

(ii) On a voyage likely to take 24 
hours or less to complete, the master 
shall call the attention of each offshore 
worker to the emergency instructions 
required by § 131.330. 

(3) Each abandon-ship drill must in-
clude— 

(i) Summoning of crew members and 
offshore workers to survival craft with 
the general alarm; 

(ii) Simulation of an abandon-ship 
emergency that varies from drill to 
drill; 

(iii) Reporting of crew members and 
offshore workers to survival craft, and 
preparing for, and demonstrating the 
duties assigned under the procedure de-
scribed in the station bill for, the par-
ticular abandon-ship emergency being 
simulated; 

(iv) Checking to see that crew mem-
bers and offshore workers are suitably 
dressed; 

(v) Checking to see that immersion 
suits and lifejackets are correctly 
donned; 

(vi) Lowering of at least one lifeboat 
(far enough that the davit head has 
completed its travel and the fall wire 
of the lifeboat has begun to pay out) 
or, if no lifeboats are required, low-
ering of one rescue boat, after any nec-
essary preparation for launching; 

(vii) Starting and operating of the 
engine of the lifeboat or rescue boat; 
and 

(viii) Operation of davits used for 
launching liferafts. 

(4) As far as practicable, at succes-
sive drills different lifeboats must be 
lowered to meet the requirements of 
paragraph (b)(3)(vi) of this section. 
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(5) As far as practicable, each aban-
don-ship drill must be conducted as if 
there were an actual emergency. 

(6) Each lifeboat must be launched 
with its assigned crew aboard during 
an abandon-ship drill, and be maneu-
vered in the water, at least once each 3 
months that the vessel is operated. 

(7) Each rescue boat must be 
launched with its assigned crew aboard 
and be maneuvered in the water— 

(i) Once each month that the vessel is 
operated, if reasonable and practicable; 
but, 

(ii) In any event, at least once each 3 
months that the vessel is operated. 

(8) If drills for launching lifeboats 
and rescue boats are carried out with 
the vessel making headway, the drills 
must, because of the danger involved, 
be practiced only in waters where the 
drills are safe, under the supervision of 
an officer experienced in such drills. 

(9) At least one abandon-ship drill 
each 3 months must be held at night, 
unless the master determines it unsafe. 

(10) Emergency lighting for mus-
tering and abandonment must be test-
ed at each abandon-ship drill. 

(c) The master of each vessel car-
rying immersion suits shall ensure 
that— 

(1) Each crew member either— 
(i) Wears an immersion suit in at 

least one abandon-ship drill a month 
unless it is impracticable because of 
warm weather; or 

(ii) Participates in at least one im-
mersion-suit drill a month that in-
cludes donning an immersion suit and 
being instructed in its use; 

(2) In each abandon-ship drill, each 
offshore worker aboard is instructed in 
the use of immersion suits; and 

(3) Each offshore worker is told at 
the beginning of the voyage where im-
mersion suits are stowed aboard and is 
encouraged to read the instructions for 
donning and using the suits. 

(d) Each crew member aboard the 
vessel must be given training in the 
use of lifesaving appliances and in the 
duties assigned by the station bill. 

(1) Except as provided by paragraph 
(d)(2) of this section, training aboard in 
the use of the vessel’s lifesaving appli-
ances, including equipment on survival 
craft, must be given to each crew mem-
ber as soon as possible but not later 

than 2 weeks after the member joins 
the vessel. 

(2) If a crew member is on a regularly 
scheduled rotating assignment to a 
vessel, training aboard in the use of the 
vessel’s lifesaving appliances, including 
equipment on survival craft, must be 
given to the member not later than 2 
weeks after the member first joins the 
vessel. 

(3) Each crew member must be in-
structed in the use of the vessel’s life-
saving equipment and appliances and 
in survival at sea during alternate 
weeks, normally in the weeks when 
abandon-ship drills are not held. If in-
dividual instructional sessions cover 
different parts of the vessel’s lifesaving 
system, they must cover each part of 
the vessel’s lifesaving equipment and 
appliances each 2 months. Each mem-
ber must be instructed in at least— 

(i) Operation and use of the vessel’s 
inflatable liferafts; 

(ii) Problems of hypothermia, first 
aid for hypothermia, and other appro-
priate procedures; and 

(iii) Special procedures necessary for 
use of the vessel’s lifesaving equipment 
and appliances in heavy weather. 

(4) Training in the use of davit- 
launched inflatable liferafts must take 
place at intervals of not more than 4 
months on each vessel with such life-
rafts. Whenever practicable this must 
include the inflation and lowering of a 
liferaft. If this liferaft is a special one 
intended for training only, and is not 
part of the vessel’s lifesaving system, 
it must be conspicuously so marked. 

(e) Dates when musters are held, de-
tails of abandon-ship drills, drills on 
other lifesaving equipment and appli-
ances, and training aboard must be en-
tered in the vessel’s official logbook. 
Each logbook entry must include the 
following, as applicable: 

(1) Time and date. 
(2) Length of drill or training session. 
(3) Identification of survival craft 

used in drills. 
(4) Subject of training session. 
(5) Statement on the condition of the 

equipment used. 
(6) Unless a full muster, drill, or 

training session is held at the ap-
pointed time, the circumstances and 
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the extent of the muster, drill, or 
training session held. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49340, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG–2009–0702, 
74 FR 49235, Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 
FR 59782, Oct. 1, 2012] 

§ 131.535 Firefighting training and 
drills. 

(a) A fire drill must be held on each 
vessel, normally on alternate weeks. It 
must not be held as part of the aban-
don-ship drill, nor immediately before 
or after the abandon-ship drill. If none 
can be held on schedule, because of bad 
weather or other unavoidable con-
straint, one must be held at the next 
opportunity. 

(b) Any crew member excused from a 
fire drill must participate in the next 
one, so that each member participates 
in at least one each month. Unless 
more than 25 percent of the members 
have participated in one on that par-
ticular vessel in the previous month, 
one must be held before the vessel 
leaves port if reasonable and prac-
ticable; but, unless the Commandant 
(CG–CVC) accepts alternative arrange-
ments as at least equivalent, one must 
be held not later than 24 hours after 
the vessel leaves port in any event. 

(c) Each fire drill must include— 
(1) Summoning of crew members and 

offshore workers to their stations with 
the general alarm; 

(2) Simulation of a fire emergency 
that varies from drill to drill; 

(3) Reporting of crew members and 
offshore workers to stations, and pre-
paring for, and demonstrating of the 
duties assigned under the procedure de-
scribed in the station bill for, the par-
ticular fire emergency being simulated; 

(4) Starting of fire pumps and use of 
a sufficient number of outlets to deter-
mine that the system is working prop-
erly; 

(5) Bringing out each breathing appa-
ratus and other item of rescue and 
safety equipment from the emergency- 
equipment lockers, and demonstrating 
of the use of each item by the person or 
persons that will make use of it; 

(6) Operation of each watertight door; 
(7) Operation of each self-closing fire 

door; 
(8) Closing of each fire door and each 

door within the fire boundary; and 

(9) Closing of each ventilation clo-
sure of each space protected by a fixed 
fire-extinguishing system. 

(d) Each fire drill must, as far as 
practicable, be conducted as if there 
were an actual emergency. 

(e) The dates when fire drills are 
held, and details of training in fire 
fighting and of fire drills, must be en-
tered in the vessel’s official logbook. 
Each logbook entry must include the 
following, as applicable: 

(1) Time and date. 
(2) Length of drill or training session. 
(3) Number and lengths of hose used. 
(4) Subject of training session. 
(5) Statement on the condition of the 

equipment used. 
(6) Unless a full drill or training ses-

sion is held at the appointed time, the 
circumstances and the extent of the 
drill or training session held. 

[CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 49340, 
Sept. 19, 1997, as amended by USCG–2009–0702, 
74 FR 49235, Sept. 25, 2009; USCG–2012–0832, 77 
FR 59782, Oct. 1, 2012] 

§ 131.540 Operational readiness. 
(a) Except as provided by § 131.545(e) 

of this subpart, ach lifesaving appli-
ance and each item of equipment for a 
lifeboat, liferaft, survival craft, rescue 
boat, life float, or buoyant apparatus 
must be in good working order and 
ready for immediate use before the ves-
sel leaves port and at any time when 
the vessel is away from port. 

(b) Each deck where a lifeboat, life-
raft, survival craft, rescue boat, life 
float, or buoyant apparatus is stowed, 
launched, or boarded must be kept 
clear of obstructions that would inter-
fere with the breaking out, launching, 
or boarding of the lifesaving appliance. 

§ 131.545 Maintenance in general. 
(a) For each lifesaving appliance, the 

manufacturer’s instructions for main-
tenance of the appliances aboard must 
be aboard and must include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Checklists for use in the inspec-
tions required by § 131.565(a) of this sub-
part. 

(2) Instructions for maintenance and 
repair. 

(3) A schedule of periodic mainte-
nance. 
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