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Coast Guard, DHS § 160.043–1 

Subpart 160.042—Skids, Liferaft, for 
Merchant Vessels 

SOURCE: CGFR 50–12, 15 FR 3095, May 20, 
1950, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.042–1 Applicable specification. 
(a) The following specification, of the 

issue in effect on the date life raft 
skids are manufactured, forms a part of 
this subpart: 

(1) Coast Guard specification: 

160.018, Life Rafts. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 160.042–2 General requirements. 
(a) The requirements of this subpart 

provide for a standard life raft skid for 
use on ocean and coastwise vessels in 
conjunction with the stowage of Type 
A rafts which may be used on such ves-
sels. 

(b) Life raft skids shall be con-
structed and arranged so as to properly 
support a Type A life raft in the stowed 
position and permit the launching of 
the life raft directly into the water 
without the application of any force 
other than that necessary to release 
the gripping arrangement and operate 
the release mechanism. 

(c) Arrangements other than those 
specified by this subpart will be given 
special consideration. 

§ 160.042–3 Construction. 
(a) The trackways of the skids shall 

be constructed of 6″ × 31⁄2″ × 1⁄2″ struc-
tural angles, or of material of approved 
shape and equivalent strength, inclined 
approximately 60 degrees from the hor-
izontal. The trackways shall be spaced 
8′–4″ from the inside of the 31⁄2″ vertical 
leg of one trackway angle to the inside 
of the 31⁄2″ vertical leg of the other 
trackway angle. The inside of the 6″ leg 
of the trackway angles shall form the 
skid surface for the life raft. The 
trackways shall be supported by a sub-
stantial structure suitable for stowing 
a Type A life raft at a 60-degree angle 
without having the raft project over 
the side of the vessel. 

(b) The lower end of the life raft shall 
be supported by a base plate so ar-
ranged as to permit launching of the 
raft by a quick release assembly. 

(c) All bearing surfaces of the quick 
release mechanism shall be con-
structed of non-corrosive metal. 
Alemite fittings shall be provided to 
insure positive lubrication of all bear-
ing surfaces. 

§ 160.042–4 Inspection. 
(a) Life raft skids covered by this 

subpart are not subject to inspection at 
the place of manufacture, but are in-
spected on the basis of this specifica-
tion during the annual or other inspec-
tion of the vessel upon which they are 
placed. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 160.042–5 Procedure for approval. 
(a) Life raft skids are not subject to 

formal approval by the Commandant, 
but for each merchant vessel on which 
Type A life rafts are to be installed, 
plans showing the construction and ar-
rangement of the life raft stowage and 
launching device on the vessel are re-
quired to be submitted for approval to 
the Commandant through the Com-
mander of the Coast Guard District 
prior to the actual installation. Life 
raft skids should comply with the re-
quirements of this specification in 
order to be acceptable for use in such 
installations. 

(b) Correspondence pertaining to the 
subject matter of this specification 
should be addressed to the Commander 
of the Coast Guard District in which 
the skids are to be installed. 

Subpart 160.043—Jackknife (With 
Can Opener) for Merchant 
Vessels 

SOURCE: CGFR 50–12, 15 FR 3095, May 20, 
1950, unless otherwise noted. 

§ 160.043–1 Applicable specification 
and plan. 

(a) Specification. The following speci-
fication, of the issue in effect on the 
date jackknives are manufactured, 
forms a part of this subpart: 

(1) Federal specification: 

QQ-M-151, Metals; General Specification for 
Inspection of. 

(b) Plan. The following plan, of the 
issue in effect on the date jackknives 
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46 CFR Ch. I (10–1–13 Edition) § 160.043–2 

are manufactured, forms a part of this 
subpart: 

(1) Coast Guard: 

Dwg. No. 160.043–1(b), Jackknife (With Can 
Opener). 

(c) Copies on file. A copy of the above 
specification and reference plan shall 
be kept on file by the manufacturer, 
together with the approved plans and 
certificate of approval. 

§ 160.043–2 Type. 
(a) The jackknife specified by this 

subpart shall be of a type as illustrated 
by Drawing No. 160.043–1(b), which con-
sists of a one-bladed knife fitted with a 
can opener and a shackle to which a 
lanyard is attached, all made from ma-
terials as specified in this subpart. Al-
ternate arrangements will be given spe-
cial consideration. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 160.043–3 Materials. 
(a) Blade, can opener, and springs. The 

blade shall be made of AISI Type 440B 
stainless steel, heat treated to show a 
Rockwell hardness of C55 to C59. The 
can opener shall be made of AISI Type 
420 stainless steel, heat treated to show 
a Rockwell hardness of C50 to C54. The 
springs shall be made of AISI Type 420 
stainless steel, heat treated to show a 
Rockwell hardness of C44 to C48. 

(b) Linings and center. The linings and 
center shall be hard brass. 

(c) Bolsters and shackle. The bolsters 
and shackle shall be 18 percent nickel- 
silver. 

(d) Handles. The handles shall be good 
quality, thermosetting, high impact 
plastic. 

(e) Rivets and pins. The rivets and 
pins shall be either hard brass or 18 
percent nickel-silver as specified in 
this subpart. 

(f) Lanyard. The lanyard shall be cot-
ton rope, 1⁄8 inch nominal diameter. 

§ 160.043–4 Construction and work-
manship. 

(a) Blade. The blade shall be not less 
than 0.095 inch thick at the tang. Shall 
have a triangular section and sheeps 
foot point. It shall have a cutting edge 
approximately 31⁄8 inches in length and 
shall be approximately 13⁄16 inch in 
height at the point. The blade shall be 

uniformly ground and finished on both 
sides and sharpened to a uniform and 
keen edge, and it shall have a common 
nail nick on one side. Before assem-
bling, the sides of the tang shall be uni-
formly polished. 

(b) Can opener. The can opener shall 
be not less than 0.072 inch thick at the 
tang, and 111⁄16 to 115⁄16 inches long over-
all. It shall be so designed that the cut-
ting action turns the ragged edge down 
into the can, and shall be mounted at 
the same end of the knife as the blade 
and in such a manner that both rectan-
gular and circular cans may be opened 
with a minimum of effort when the 
knife is held in the right hand and op-
erated in a clockwise direction around 
the can. The cutting edge shall be suit-
ably formed to obtain a smooth cutting 
action. It shall have a common nail 
nick on one side, and the extreme dis-
tal end shall be pointed. It shall be pol-
ished on both sides, and before assem-
bling, the side of the tang shall be pol-
ished. 

(c) Springs. Each spring shall be of a 
thickness corresponding to the blade it 
operates, and the back edge and that 
section of the front edge coming in 
contact with the end of the tang of the 
blade shall be polished. 

(d) Linings and center. Linings and 
center shall be not less than 0.022 inch 
in thickness and shall be polished be-
fore assembly. 

(e) Bolsters. The bolsters shall be ap-
proximately 9⁄16 inch long by 0.100 inch 
thick measured at the center line. 

(f) Shackle. The shackle shall be of 
conventional design, not less than 0.120 
inch in diameter, and shall extend not 
less than 3⁄4 inch from the end of the 
knife. The shackle shall be attached to 
the knife by a solid nickel-silver pin 
not less than 0.080 inch in diameter 
which shall pass through the shackle 
and be securely fastened. 

(g) Handles. The handles shall be ap-
proximately 33⁄4 inches long. They shall 
be well fitted at the bolsters and fas-
tened to the linings by two solid rivets 
countersunk on the inside of the lin-
ings and smoothly rounded on the out-
side. 

(h) Rivets and pins. Pins holding the 
handles to the linings shall be of hard 
brass, not less than 0.048 inch in diame-
ter. Middle and end pins shall be of 
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