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(c) The cognizant OCMI may accept, 
instead of the instructions required 
under paragraph (a) of this section, a 
shipboard planned maintenance pro-
gram that includes the items listed in 
that paragraph. 

(d) The inspection and maintenance 
of the equipment listed in paragraph 
(a) of this section shall be logged or 
otherwise documented for review by 
the Coast Guard upon request. 

§ 185.704 Maintenance of falls. 

(a) Each fall used in a launching ap-
pliance on a vessel must be turned end 
for end at intervals of not more than 30 
months. 

(b) Each fall must be renewed when 
necessary due to deterioration or at in-
tervals of not more than 5 years, 
whichever is earlier. 

(c) Each fall must have a corrosion 
resistant tag with the following perma-
nently marked on it: 

(1) The date the new fall was in-
stalled; and 

(2) If the fall has been turned end for 
end, the date it was turned. 

§ 185.720 Weekly maintenance and in-
spections. 

The following tests and inspections 
must be carried out weekly on a vessel: 

(a) Each survival craft, rescue boat, 
and launching appliance must be vis-
ually inspected to ensure its readiness 
for use; 

(b) Each rescue boat engine must be 
run ahead and astern for not less than 
3 minutes, unless the ambient tempera-
ture is below the minimum tempera-
ture required for starting the engine; 
and 

(c) Each battery for rescue boat en-
gine starting must be brought up to 
full charge at least once each week if: 

(1) The battery is of a type that re-
quires recharging; and 

(2) The battery is not connected to a 
device that keeps it continuously 
charged. 

§ 185.722 Monthly inspections. 

Each survival craft, rescue boat, and 
launching appliance on a vessel must 
be inspected monthly, using the manu-
facturers instructions to make sure it 
is complete and in good order. 

§ 185.724 Quarterly inspections. 
(a) Each winch control apparatus of a 

launching appliance on a vessel, in-
cluding motor controllers, emergency 
switches, master switches, and limit 
switches, must be examined once in 
each 3 months. 

(b) The examination required by 
paragraph (a) of this section must in-
clude the removal of drain plugs and 
the opening of drain valves to make 
sure that enclosures are free of water. 

§ 185.726 Annual inspections. 
(a) Each rescue boat must be 

stripped, cleaned, and thoroughly in-
spected, and any necessary repairs 
made at least once each year, including 
emptying and cleaning of each fuel 
tank, and refilling it with fresh fuel. 

(b) Each davit, winch, fall and other 
launching appliance must be thor-
oughly inspected, and any necessary 
repairs made, at least once each year. 

(c) Each item of lifesaving equipment 
with an expiration date must be re-
placed during the annual inspection 
and repair if the expiration date has 
passed. 

(d) Each battery used in an item of 
lifesaving equipment, except inflatable 
survival craft equipment, must be re-
placed during the annual inspection if 
the expiration date of the battery has 
passed. The expiration date of the bat-
tery may be marked on the battery or 
the owner or managing operator may 
have a record of the expiration date 
from the manufacturer of a battery 
marked with a serial number. 

(e) Except for a storage battery used 
in a rescue boat, each battery without 
an expiration date indicated on it or 
for which the owner or managing oper-
ator does not have a record of the expi-
ration date, used in an item of life-
saving equipment, must be replaced 
during the annual inspection. 

§ 185.728 Testing and servicing of 
Emergency Position Indicating 
Radiobeacons (EPIRB). 

The master of the vessel shall ensure 
that: 

(a) Each EPIRB, other than an 
EPIRB in an inflatable liferaft, must 
be tested monthly, using the inte-
grated test circuit and output indi-
cator, to determine that it is operative; 
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