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so, must attach any changes the depo-
nent makes during the 15-day period. 

(f) Certification and delivery; exhibits; 
copies of the transcript or recording. (1) 
Certification and delivery. The officer 
must certify in writing that the wit-
ness was duly sworn and that the depo-
sition, transcript or recording accu-
rately records the witness’s testimony. 
The certificate must accompany the 
record of the deposition. Unless the 
presiding officer orders otherwise, the 
officer must seal the deposition in an 
envelope or package bearing the title 
of the action and marked ‘‘Deposition 
of [witness’s name]’’ and must prompt-
ly send it to the attorney who arranged 
for the transcript or recording. The at-
torney must store it under conditions 
that will protect it against loss, de-
struction, tampering, or deterioration. 

(2) Documents and tangible things. (i) 
Originals and copies. Documents and 
tangible things produced for inspection 
during a deposition must, on a party’s 
request, be marked for identification 
and attached to the deposition. Any 
party may inspect and copy them. But 
if the person who produced them wants 
to keep the originals, the person may: 

(A) Offer copies to be marked, at-
tached to the deposition, and then used 
as originals, after giving all parties a 
fair opportunity to verify the copies by 
comparing them with the originals; or 

(B) Give all parties a fair opportunity 
to inspect and copy the originals after 
they are marked, in which event the 
originals may be used as if attached to 
the deposition. 

(ii) Order regarding the originals. Any 
party may move for an order that the 
originals be attached to the deposition 
pending final disposition of the case. 

(3) Copies of the transcript or recording. 
Unless otherwise stipulated or ordered 
by the presiding officer, the officer 
must retain the stenographic notes of a 
deposition taken stenographically or a 
copy of the recording of a deposition 
taken by another method. When paid 
reasonable charges, the officer must 
furnish a copy of the transcript or re-
cording to any party or the deponent. 
[Rule 203.] 

§ 502.204 Depositions by written ques-
tions. 

(a) When a deposition may be taken. (1) 
Without leave. A party may, by written 
questions, depose any person, including 
a party, without leave of the presiding 
officer except as provided in paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section. The deponent’s 
attendance may be compelled by sub-
poena under subpart I of this part. 

(2) With leave. A party must obtain 
leave of the presiding officer, if the 
parties have not stipulated to the depo-
sition and: 

(i) The deposition would result in 
more than 20 depositions being taken 
under this rule or § 502.203 by any 
party; 

(ii) The deponent has already been 
deposed in the case. 

(3) Service; required notice. A party 
who wants to depose a person by writ-
ten questions must serve them on 
every other party, with a notice stat-
ing, if known, the deponent’s name and 
address. If the name is unknown, the 
notice must provide a general descrip-
tion sufficient to identify the person or 
the particular class or group to which 
the person belongs. The notice must 
also state the name or descriptive title 
and the address of the officer before 
whom the deposition will be taken. 

(4) Questions directed to an organiza-
tion. A public or private corporation, a 
partnership, an association, or a gov-
ernmental agency may be deposed by 
written questions in accordance with 
§ 502.203(b)(6). 

(5) Questions from other parties. Any 
questions to the deponent from other 
parties must be served on all parties as 
follows: Cross-questions, within 14 days 
after being served with the notice and 
direct questions; redirect questions, 
within 7 days after being served with 
cross-questions; and recross-questions, 
within 7 days after being served with 
redirect questions. The presiding offi-
cer may, for good cause, extend or 
shorten these times. 

(b) Delivery to the officer; officer’s du-
ties. The party who noticed the deposi-
tion must deliver to the officer before 
whom the deposition will be taken a 
copy of all the questions served and of 
the notice. The officer must promptly 
proceed to: 
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(1) Take the deponent’s testimony in 
response to the questions; 

(2) Prepare and certify the deposi-
tion; and 

(3) Send it to the party, attaching a 
copy of the questions and of the notice. 

(c) Notice of completion or filing. (1) 
Completion. The party who noticed the 
deposition must notify all other parties 
when it is completed. 

(2) Filing. A party who files the depo-
sition must promptly notify all other 
parties of the filing. [Rule 204.] 

§ 502.205 Interrogatories to parties. 
(a) In general. (1) Number. Unless oth-

erwise stipulated or ordered by the pre-
siding officer, a party may serve on 
any other party no more than 50 writ-
ten interrogatories, including all dis-
crete subparts. Leave to serve addi-
tional interrogatories may be granted 
to the extent consistent with 
§ 502.201(e)(2). 

(2) Scope. An interrogatory may re-
late to any matter that may be in-
quired into under § 502.201(e) and (f). An 
interrogatory is not objectionable 
merely because it asks for an opinion 
or contention that relates to fact or 
the application of law to fact, but the 
presiding officer may order that the in-
terrogatory need not be answered until 
designated discovery is complete, or 
until a prehearing conference or some 
other time. 

(b) Answers and objections. (1) Re-
sponding party. The interrogatories 
must be answered: 

(i) By the party to whom they are di-
rected; or 

(ii) If that party is a public or private 
corporation, a partnership, an associa-
tion, or a governmental agency, by any 
officer or representative, who must fur-
nish the information available to the 
party. 

(2) Time to respond. The responding 
party must serve its answers and any 
objections within 30 days after being 
served with the interrogatories. A 
shorter or longer time may be stipu-
lated to as provided in § 502.201(l) of 
this subpart or be ordered by the pre-
siding officer. 

(3) Answering each interrogatory. Each 
interrogatory must, to the extent it is 
not objected to, be answered separately 
and fully in writing under oath. 

(4) Objections. The grounds for object-
ing to an interrogatory must be stated 
with specificity. Any ground not stated 
in a timely objection is waived unless 
the presiding officer, for good cause, 
excuses the failure. 

(5) Signature. The person who makes 
the answers must sign them, and the 
attorney who objects must sign any ob-
jections. 

(c) Use. An answer to an interrog-
atory may be used to the extent al-
lowed by the rules in this part. 

(d) Option to produce business records. 
If the answer to an interrogatory may 
be determined by examining, auditing, 
compiling, abstracting, or summa-
rizing a party’s business records (in-
cluding electronically stored informa-
tion), and if the burden of deriving or 
ascertaining the answer will be sub-
stantially the same for either party, 
the responding party may answer by: 

(1) Specifying the records that must 
be reviewed, in sufficient detail to en-
able the interrogating party to locate 
and identify them as readily as the re-
sponding party could; and 

(2) Giving the interrogating party a 
reasonable opportunity to examine and 
audit the records and to make copies, 
compilations, abstracts, or summaries. 
[Rule 205.] 

§ 502.206 Producing documents, elec-
tronically stored information, and 
tangible things, or entering onto 
land, for inspection and other pur-
poses. 

(a) In general. A party may serve on 
any other party a request within the 
scope of § 502.201(e) and (f): 

(1) To produce and permit the re-
questing party or its representative to 
inspect, copy, test, or sample the fol-
lowing items in the responding party’s 
possession, custody, or control: 

(i) Any designated documents or elec-
tronically stored information, includ-
ing writings, drawings, graphs, charts, 
photographs, sound recordings, images, 
and other data or data compilations, 
stored in any medium from which in-
formation can be obtained either di-
rectly or, if necessary, after trans-
lation by the responding party into a 
reasonably usable form; or 

(ii) Any designated tangible things; 
or 
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