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(2) Transmission of material directly
related to the administrative activities
of the licensee, such as the holding of
conferences with personnel, distribu-
tion of reports and assignments, ex-
change of data and statistics, and other
similar uses.

(d) Stations, including high-power
EBS signal booster stations, may be li-
censed in the EBS as originating or
relay stations to interconnect edu-
cational broadband fixed stations in
adjacent areas, to deliver instructional
and cultural material to, and obtain
such material from, commercial and
noncommercial educational television
broadcast stations for use on the edu-
cational broadband system, and to de-
liver instructional and cultural mate-
rial to, and obtain such material from,
nearby terminals or connection points
of closed circuit educational television
systems employing wired distribution
systems or radio facilities authorized
under other parts of this chapter, or to
deliver instructional and cultural ma-
terial to any cable television system
serving a receiving site or sites which
would be eligible for direct reception of
EBS signals under the provisions of
§27.1201.

[69 FR 72034, Dec. 10, 2004, as amended at 71
FR 35190, June 19, 2006]

§27.1206 Geographic Service Area.

(a) The Geographic Service Area
(GSA) is either:

(1) The area for incumbent site-based
licensees that is bounded by a circle
having a 35 mile radius and centered at
the station’s reference coordinates,
which was the previous PSA entitled to
incumbent licensees prior to January
10, 2005, and is bounded by the chord(s)
drawn between intersection points of
the licensee’s previous 35 mile PSA and
those of respective adjacent market,
co-channel licensees; or:

(2) The BTA that is licensed to the
respective BRS BTA authorization
holder subject to the exclusion of over-
lapping, co-channel incumbent GSAs as
described in paragraph (a)(1) of this
section.

(b) If the license for an incumbent
BRS station cancels or is forfeited, the
GSA area of the incumbent station
shall dissolve and the right to operate
in that area automatically reverts to

§27.1208

the GSA licensee that held the cor-
responding BTA.

§27.1207 BTA license authorization.

(a) Winning bidders must file an ap-
plication (FCC Form 601) for an initial
authorization.

(b) Initial authorizations for BRS
granted after January 1, 2008, shall be
blanket licenses for all BRS fre-
quencies identified in §27.5(1)(2) and
based on the geographic areas identi-
fied in §27.1208. Blanket licenses cover
all mobile and response stations.

(1) A station would be required to be
individually licensed if

(i) International agreements require
coordination;

(ii) Submission of an Environmental
Assessment is required under §1.1307 of
this chapter;

(iii) The station would affect the
radio quiet zones under §1.924 of this
chapter.

(2) Any antenna structure that re-
quires notification to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) must be
registered with the Commission prior
to construction under §17.4 of this
chapter.

[69 FR 72034, Dec. 10, 2004, as amended at 73
FR 26040, May 8, 2008]

§27.1208 BTA service areas.

Except for incumbent BRS licenses,
BRS service areas are Basic Trading
Areas (BTAs) or additional service
areas similar to BTAs adopted by the
Commission. BTAs are based on the
Rand McNally 1992 Commercial Atlas &
Marketing Guide, 123rd Edition, at
pages 38-39. The following are addi-
tional BRS service areas in places
where Rand McNally has not defined
BTAs: American Samoa; Guam; Gulf of
Mexico Zone A; Gulf of Mexico Zone B;
Gulf of Mexico Zone C; Northern Mar-
iana Islands; Mayaguez/Aguadilla-
Ponce, Puerto Rico; San Juan, Puerto
Rico; and the United States Virgin Is-
lands. The boundaries of Gulf of Mexico
Zone A are from an area twelve nau-
tical miles from the shoreline at mean
high tide on the north and east, to the
limit of the Outer Continental Shelf to
the south, and to longitude 91°00" to the
west. The boundaries of Gulf of Mexico
Zone B are from an area twelve nau-
tical miles from the shoreline at mean
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§27.1209

high tide on the north, to the limit of
the Outer Continental Shelf to the
south, to longitude 91°00" to the east,
and to longitude 94°00" to the west. The
boundaries of Gulf of Mexico Zone C
are from an area twelve nautical miles
from the shoreline at mean high tide
on the north and west, to longitude
94°00" to the east, and to a line 281 kilo-
meters from the reference point at
Linares, N.L., Mexico on the south-
west. The Mayaguez/Aguadilla-Ponce,
PR, service area consists of the fol-
lowing municipios: Adjuntas, Aguada,
Aguadilla, Anasco, Arroyo, Cabo Rojo,
Coamo, Guanica, Guayama,
Guayanilla, Hormigueros, Isabela,
Jayuya, Juana Diaz, Lajas, Las Marias,
Maricao, Maunabo, Mayaguez, Moca,
Patillas, Penuelas, Ponce,
Quebradillas, Rincon, Sabana Grande,
Salinas, San German, Santa Isabel,
Villalba and Yauco. The San Juan serv-
ice area consists of all other
municipios in Puerto Rico.

[69 FR 72034, Dec. 10, 2004, as amended at 73
FR 26040, May 8, 2008]

§27.1209 Conversion of incumbent
EBS and BRS stations to geo-
graphic area licensing.

(a) Any EBS or BRS station licensed
by the Commission, other than BTA
authorizations and facilities authorized
pursuant to BTA authorizations, shall
be considered an incumbent station.

(b) As of January 10, 2005, all incum-
bent EBS and BRS licenses shall be
converted to a geographic area license.
Pursuant to that geographic area li-
cense, such incumbent licensees may
modify their systems provided the
modified system complies with the ap-
plicable rules. The blanket license cov-
ers all fixed stations anywhere within
the authorized service area, except as
follows:

(1) A station would be required to be
individually licensed if

(i) International agreements require
coordination;

(ii) Submission of an Environmental
Assessment is required under §1.1307 of
this chapter;

(iii) The station would affect the
radio quiet zones under §1.924 of this
chapter.

(2) Any antenna structure that re-
quires notification to the Federal Avia-
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tion Administration (FAA) must be
registered with the Commission prior
to construction under §17.4 of this
chapter.

(c) The frequencies associated with
incumbent authorizations that have
been cancelled automatically or other-
wise been recovered by the Commission
will automatically revert to the appli-
cable BTA licensee.

§27.1210 Remote control operation.

Licensed BRS/EBS stations may be
operated by remote control without
further authority.

§27.1211 Unattended operation.

Unattended operation of licensed
BRS/EBS stations is permitted without
further authority. An unattended relay
station may be employed to receive
and retransmit signals of another sta-
tion provided that the transmitter is
equipped with circuits which permit it
to radiate only when the signal in-
tended to be retransmitted is present
at the receiver input terminals.

§27.1212 License term.

(a) BRS/EBS licenses shall be issued
for a period of 10 years beginning with
the date of grant.

(b) An initial BTA authorization
shall be issued for a period of ten years
from the date the Commission declared
bidding closed in the MDS auction.

§27.1213 Designated entity provisions
for BRS in Commission auctions
commencing prior to January 1,
2004.

(a) Eligibility for small business provi-
sions. For purposes of Commission auc-
tions commencing prior to January 1,
2004 for BRS licenses, a small business
is an entity that together with its af-
filiates has average annual gross reve-
nues that are not more than $40 million
for the preceding three calendar years.

(b) Designated entities. As specified in
this section, designated entities that
are winning bidders in Commission
auctions commencing prior to January
1, 2004 for BTA service areas are eligi-
ble for special incentives in the auction
process. See 47 CFR 1.2110.

(c) Installment payments. Small busi-
nesses and small business consortia
may elect to pay the full amount of
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