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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–13 Edition) § 27.12 

(1) Authorizations for Block A, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 6 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in § 27.6(c)(1). 

(2) Authorizations for Block B, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 6 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in § 27.6(c)(2). 

(3) Authorizations for Block C, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 6 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in § 27.6(c)(2). 

(4) Authorizations for Block D, con-
sisting of an unpaired channel block of 
6 megahertz, will be based on those ge-
ographic areas specified in § 27.6(c)(3). 

(5) Authorizations for Block E, con-
sisting of an unpaired channel block of 
6 megahertz, will be based on those ge-
ographic areas specified in § 27.6(c)(1). 

(e) 1390–1392 MHz band. Initial au-
thorizations for the 1390–1392 MHz band 
shall be for 2 megahertz of spectrum in 
accordance with § 27.5(d). Authoriza-
tions will be based on Major Economic 
Areas (MEAs), as specified in § 27.6(d). 

(f) The paired 1392–1395 MHz and 1432– 
1435 MHz bands. Initial authorizations 
for the paired 1392–1395 MHz and 1432– 
1435 MHz bands shall be for 3 megahertz 
of paired spectrum in accordance with 
§ 27.5(e). Authorization for Blocks A 
and B will be based on Economic Areas 
Groupings (EAGs), as specified in 
§ 27.6(e). 

(g) 1670–1675 MHz band. Initial au-
thorizations for the 1670–1675 MHz band 
shall be for 5 megahertz of spectrum in 
accordance with § 27.5(f). Authoriza-
tions will be on a nationwide basis. 

(h) [Reserved] 
(i) 1710–1755 MHz and 2110–2155 MHz 

bands. Initial authorizations for the 
1710–1755 MHz and 2110–2155 MHz bands 
shall be for 5 or 10 megahertz of spec-
trum in each band in accordance with 
§ 27.5(h) of this part. 

(1) Authorizations for Block A, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 10 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in 
§ 27.6(h)(1). 

(2) Authorizations for Block B, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 10 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in 
§ 27.6(h)(2). 

(3) Authorizations for Block C, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 5 

megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in 
§ 27.6(h)(2). 

(4) Authorizations for Blocks D, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 5 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in 
§ 27.6(h)(3). 

(5) Authorizations for Blocks E, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 5 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in 
§ 27.6(h)(3). 

(6) Authorizations for Block F, con-
sisting of two paired channels of 10 
megahertz each, will be based on those 
geographic areas specified in 
§ 27.6(h)(3). 

[62 FR 9658, Mar. 3, 1997, as amended at 63 FR 
68954, Dec. 14, 1998; 65 FR 3146, Jan. 20, 2000; 
67 FR 5511, Feb. 6, 2002; 67 FR 41854, June 20, 
2002; 69 FR 5715, Feb. 6, 2004; 69 FR 39867, July 
1, 2004; 69 FR 77950, Dec. 29, 2004; 70 FR 58065, 
Oct. 5, 2005; 72 FR 48845, Aug. 24, 2007] 

§ 27.12 Eligibility. 
Except as provided in §§ 27.604, 27.1201, 

and 27.1202, any entity other than those 
precluded by section 310 of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 
U.S.C. 310, is eligible to hold a license 
under this part. 

[69 FR 72033, Dec. 10, 2004] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 50254, Aug. 
16, 2013, § 27.12 was revised, effective upon ap-
proval by the Office of Management and 
Budget. For the convenience of the user, the 
revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 27.12 Eligibility. 
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) and 

in §§ 27.604, 27.1201, and 27.1202, any entity 
other than those precluded by section 310 of 
the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 
47 U.S.C. 310, is eligible to hold a license 
under this part. 

(b) A person described in 47 U.S.C. 1404(c) is 
ineligible to hold a license that is required 
by 47 U.S.C. Chapter 13 (Middle Class Tax Re-
lief and Job Creation Act of 2012 (Pub. L. 112– 
96, 125 Stat. 156 (2012)) to be assigned by a 
system of competitive bidding under § 309(j) 
of the Communications Act, 47 U.S.C. 309(j). 

§ 27.13 License period. 
(a) 2305–2320 MHz and 2345–2360 MHz 

bands. Initial WCS authorizations for 
the 2305–2320 MHz and 2345–2360 MHz 
bands will have a term not to exceed 
ten years from the date of original 
issuance or renewal. 
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(b) 698–763 MHz, 776–793 MHz, 775–776, 
and 805–806 MHz bands. Initial author-
izations for the 698–763 MHz and 776–793 
MHz bands will extend for a term not 
to exceed ten years from June 13, 2009, 
except that initial authorizations for a 
Part 27 licensee that provides broad-
cast services, whether exclusively or in 
combination with other services, will 
not exceed eight years. Initial author-
izations for the 775–776 MHz and 805–806 
MHz bands shall not exceed April 27, 
2015. Licensees that initiate the provi-
sion of a broadcast service, whether ex-
clusively or in combination with other 
services, may not provide this service 
for more than eight years or beyond 
the end of the license term if no broad-
cast service had been provided, which-
ever period is shorter in length. 

(c) 1390–1392 MHz band. Initial au-
thorizations for the 1390–1392 MHz band 
will have a term not to exceed ten 
years from the date of initial issuance 
or renewal. 

(d) The paired 1392–1395 and 1432–1435 
MHz bands. Initial WCS authorizations 
for the paired 1392–1395 MHz and 1432– 
1435 MHz bands will have a term not to 
exceed ten years from the date of ini-
tial issuance or renewal. 

(e) 1670–1675 MHz band. Initial au-
thorizations for the 1670–1675 MHz band 
will have a term not to exceed ten 
years from the date of initial issuance 
or renewal. 

(f) [Reserved] 
(g) 1710–1755 MHz and 2110–2155 MHz 

bands. Authorizations for the 1710–1755 
MHz and 2110–2155 MHz bands will have 
a term not to exceed ten years from 
the date of initial issuance or renewal, 
except that authorizations issued on or 
before December 31, 2009, shall have a 
term of fifteen years. 

(h) BRS and EBS. BRS and EBS au-
thorizations shall have a term not to 
exceed ten years from the date of origi-
nal issuance or renewal. Unless other-
wise specified by the Commission, in-
cumbent BRS authorizations shall ex-
pire on May 1 in the year of expiration. 

(i) 2000–2020 MHz and 2180–2200 MHz 
bands. Authorizations for the 2000–2020 
MHz and 2180–2200 MHz bands will have 
a term not to exceed ten years from 
the date of issuance or renewal. 

(j) 1915–1920 MHz and 1995–2000 MHz 
bands. Authorizations for 1915–1920 MHz 

and 1995–2000 MHz bands will have a 
term not to exceed ten years from the 
date of issuance or renewal. 

[65 FR 3146, Jan. 20, 2000; 65 FR 12483, Mar. 9, 
2000, as amended at 65 FR 17602, Apr. 4, 2000; 
65 FR 57267, Sept. 21, 2000; 67 FR 5511, Feb. 6, 
2002; 67 FR 41855, June 20, 2002; 69 FR 5715, 
Feb. 6, 2004; 69 FR 77950, Dec. 29, 2004; 72 FR 
27709, May 16, 2007; 72 FR 48845, Aug. 24, 2007; 
73 FR 26038, May 8, 2008; 74 FR 8878, Feb. 27, 
2009; 78 FR 8267, Feb. 5, 2013; 78 FR 50254, Aug. 
16, 2013] 

§ 27.14 Construction requirements; 
Criteria for renewal. 

(a) AWS and WCS licensees, with the 
exception of WCS licensees holding au-
thorizations for Block A in the 698–704 
MHz and 728–734 MHz bands, Block B in 
the 704–710 MHz and 734–740 MHz bands, 
Block E in the 722–728 MHz band, Block 
C, C1, or C2 in the 746–757 MHz and 776– 
787 MHz bands, Block D in the 758–763 
MHz and 788–793 MHz bands, Block A in 
the 2305–2310 MHz and 2350–2355 MHz 
bands, Block B in the 2310–2315 MHz 
and 2355–2360 MHz bands, Block C in the 
2315–2320 MHz band, and Block D in the 
2345–2350 MHz band, and with the excep-
tion of licensees holding AWS author-
izations in the 1915–1920 MHz and 1995– 
2000 MHz bands or the 2000–2020 MHz 
and 2180–2200 MHz bands, must, as a 
performance requirement, make a 
showing of ‘‘substantial service’’ in 
their license area within the prescribed 
license term set forth in § 27.13. ‘‘Sub-
stantial service’’ is defined as service 
which is sound, favorable and substan-
tially above a level of mediocre service 
which just might minimally warrant 
renewal. Failure by any licensee to 
meet this requirement will result in 
forfeiture of the license and the li-
censee will be ineligible to regain it. 

(b) A renewal applicant involved in a 
comparative renewal proceeding shall 
receive a preference, commonly re-
ferred to as a renewal expectancy, 
which is the most important compara-
tive factor to be considered in the pro-
ceeding, if its past record for the rel-
evant license period demonstrates that: 

(1) The renewal applicant has pro-
vided ‘‘substantial’’ service during its 
past license term; and 

(2) The renewal applicant has sub-
stantially complied with applicable 
FCC rules, policies and the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended. 
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