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element for terminating End Office Ac-
cess Service no greater than the 2015 
interstate Target Composite Termi-
nating End Office Access Rate. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(f) Step 5. Beginning July 1, 2016, not-

withstanding any other provision of 
the Commission’s rules, each Rate-of- 
Return Carrier shall establish inter-
state and intrastate per minute termi-
nating End Office Access Service rates 
such that its Composite Terminating 
End Office Access Service rate does not 
exceed $0.005 per minute. Nothing in 
this section obligates or allows a Rate- 
of-Return Carrier that has intrastate 
rates lower than its functionally equiv-
alent interstate rates to make any 
intrastate tariff filing or intrastate 
tariff revisions raising such rates. 

(g) Step 6. Beginning July 1, 2017, not-
withstanding any other provision of 
the Commission’s rules: 

(1) Each Rate-of-Return Carrier shall 
establish rates for terminating End Of-
fice Access Service using the following 
methodology: 

(i) Each Rate-of-Return Carrier shall 
calculate its 2017 interstate Target 
Composite Terminating End Office Ac-
cess Rate. The 2017 interstate Target 
Composite Terminating End Office Ac-
cess Rate means $0.0007 per minute plus 
two-thirds of any difference between 
that carrier’s Terminating End Office 
Access Service Rate as of July 1, 2016 
and $0.0007 per minute. 

(ii) Beginning July 1, 2017, no Rate- 
of-Return Carrier’s interstate or intra-
state Composite Terminating End Of-
fice Access Rate shall exceed its 2017 
interstate Target Composite Termi-
nating End Office Access Rate. In the 
alternative, any Rate-of-Return Car-
rier may elect to implement a single 
per minute rate element for termi-
nating End Office Access Service no 
greater than the 2017 interstate Target 
Composite Terminating End Office Ac-
cess Rate. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(h) Step 7. Beginning July 1, 2018, not-

withstanding any other provision of 
the Commission’s rules: 

(1) Each Rate-of-Return Carrier shall 
establish rates for terminating End Of-
fice Access Service using the following 
methodology: 

(i) Each Rate-of-Return Carrier shall 
calculate its 2018 interstate Target 
Composite Terminating End Office Ac-
cess Rate. The 2018 interstate Target 
Composite Terminating End Office Ac-
cess Rate means $0.0007 per minute plus 
one-third of any difference between 
that carrier’s Terminating End Office 
Access Service Rate as of July 1, 2016 
and $0.0007 per minute. 

(ii) Beginning July 1, 2018, no Rate- 
of-Return Carrier’s interstate or intra-
state Composite Terminating End Of-
fice Access Rate shall exceed its 2018 
interstate Target Composite Termi-
nating End Office Access Rate. In the 
alternative, any Rate-of-Return Car-
rier may elect to implement a single 
per minute rate element for termi-
nating End Office Access Service no 
greater than the 2018 interstate Target 
Composite Terminating End Office Ac-
cess Rate. 

(2) [Reserved] 
(i) Step 8. Beginning July 1, 2019, not-

withstanding any other provision of 
the Commission’s rules, each Rate-of- 
Return Carrier shall establish inter-
state and intrastate rates for termi-
nating End Office Access Service that 
do not exceed $0.0007 per minute. 

(j) Step 9. Beginning July 1, 2020, not-
withstanding any other provision of 
the Commission’s rules, each Rate-of- 
Return Carrier shall, in accordance 
with a bill-and-keep methodology, re-
vise and refile its federal access tariffs 
and any state tariffs to remove any 
intercarrier charges for terminating 
End Office Access Service. 

(k) As set forth in FCC 11–161, states 
will facilitate implementation of 
changes to intrastate access rates to 
ensure compliance with the Order. 
Nothing in this section shall alter the 
authority of a state to monitor and 
oversee filing of intrastate tariffs. 

[76 FR 73856, Nov. 29, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 48452, Aug. 14, 2012; 78 FR 26267, May 6, 
2013] 

§ 51.911 Access reciprocal compensa-
tion rates for competitive LECs. 

(a) Caps on Access Reciprocal Com-
pensation and switched access rates. Not-
withstanding any other provision of 
the Commission’s rules: 

(1) In the case of Competitive LECs 
operating in an area served by a Price 
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Cap Carrier, no such Competitive LEC 
may increase the rate for any origi-
nating or terminating intrastate 
switched access service above the rate 
for such service in effect on December 
29, 2011. 

(2) In the case of Competitive LEC 
operating in an area served by an in-
cumbent local exchange carrier that is 
a Rate-of-Return Carrier or Competi-
tive LECs that are subject to the rural 
exemption in § 61.26(e) of this chapter, 
no such Competitive LEC may increase 
the rate for any originating or termi-
nating intrastate switched access serv-
ice above the rate for such service in 
effect on December 29, 2011, with the 
exception of intrastate originating ac-
cess service. For such Competitive 
LECs, intrastate originating access 
service subject to this subpart shall re-
main subject to the same state rate 
regulation in effect December 31, 2011, 
as may be modified by the state there-
after. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b)(7) of this section, beginning July 3, 
2012, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of the Commission’s rules, each 
Competitive LEC that has tariffs on 
file with state regulatory authorities 
shall file intrastate access tariff provi-
sions, in accordance with § 51.505(b)(2), 
that set forth the rates applicable to 
Transitional Intrastate Access Service 
in each state in which it provides Tran-
sitional Intrastate Access Service. 
Each Competitive Local Exchange Car-
rier shall establish the rates for Tran-
sitional Intrastate Access Service 
using the following methodology. 

(1) Calculate total revenue from 
Transitional Intrastate Access Service 
at the carrier’s interstate access rates 
in effect on December 29, 2011, using 
Fiscal Year 2011 intrastate switched ac-
cess demand for each rate element. 

(2) Calculate total revenue from 
Transitional Intrastate Access Service 
at the carrier’s intrastate access rates 
in effect on December 29, 2011, using 
Fiscal Year 2011 intrastate switched ac-
cess demand for each rate element. 

(3) Calculate the Step 1 Access Rev-
enue Reduction. The Step 1 Access 
Revenue Reduction is equal to one-half 
of the difference between the amount 
calculated in (b)(1) of this section and 

the amount calculated in (b)(2) of this 
section. 

(4) A Competitive Local Exchange 
Carrier may elect to establish rates for 
Transitional Intrastate Access Service 
using its intrastate access rate struc-
ture. Carriers using this option shall 
establish rates for Transitional Intra-
state Access Service such that Transi-
tional Intrastate Access Service rev-
enue at the proposed rates is no greater 
than Transitional Intrastate Access 
Service revenue at the intrastate rates 
in effect as of December 29, 2011 less 
the Step 1 Access Revenue Reduction, 
using Fiscal year 2011 intrastate 
switched access demand. 

(5) In the alternative, a Competitive 
Local Exchange Carrier may elect to 
apply its interstate access rate struc-
ture and interstate rates to Transi-
tional Intrastate Access Service. In ad-
dition to applicable interstate access 
rates, the carrier may assess a transi-
tional per-minute charge on Transi-
tional Intrastate Access Service end of-
fice switching minutes (previously 
billed as intrastate access). The transi-
tional charge shall be no greater than 
the Step 1 Access Revenue Reduction 
divided by Fiscal year 2011 intrastate 
switched access demand 

(6) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b)(7) of this section, nothing in this 
section obligates or allows a Competi-
tive LEC that has intrastate rates 
lower than its functionally equivalent 
interstate rates to make any intrastate 
tariff filing or intrastate tariff revi-
sions raising such rates. 

(7) If a Competitive LEC must make 
an intrastate switched access rate re-
duction pursuant to paragraph (b) of 
this section, and that Competitive LEC 
has an intrastate rate for a rate ele-
ment that is below the comparable 
interstate rate for that element, the 
Competitive LEC may increase the 
rate for any intrastate rate element 
that is below the comparable interstate 
rate for that element to the interstate 
rate no later than July 1, 2013; 

(c) Beginning July 1, 2013, notwith-
standing any other provision of the 
Commission’s rules, all Competitive 
Local Exchange Carrier Access Recip-
rocal Compensation rates for switched 
exchange access services subject to this 
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subpart shall be no higher than the Ac-
cess Reciprocal Compensation rates 
charged by the competing incumbent 
local exchange carrier, in accordance 
with the same procedures specified in 
§ 61.26 of this chapter. 

[76 FR 73856, Nov. 29, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 48452, Aug. 14, 2012] 

§ 51.913 Transition for VoIP-PSTN traf-
fic. 

(a)(1) Terminating Access Reciprocal 
Compensation subject to this subpart 
exchanged between a local exchange 
carrier and another telecommuni-
cations carrier in Time Division Multi-
plexing (TDM) format that originates 
and/or terminates in IP format shall be 
subject to a rate equal to the relevant 
interstate terminating access charges 
specified by this subpart. Interstate 
originating Access Reciprocal Com-
pensation subject to this subpart ex-
changed between a local exchange car-
rier and another telecommunications 
carrier in Time Division Multiplexing 
(TDM) format that originates and/or 
terminates in IP format shall be sub-
ject to a rate equal to the relevant 
interstate originating access charges 
specified by this subpart. 

(2) Until June 30, 2014, intrastate 
originating Access Reciprocal Com-
pensation subject to this subpart ex-
changed between a local exchange car-
rier and another telecommunications 
carrier in Time Division Multiplexing 
(TDM) format that originates and/or 
terminates in IP format shall be sub-
ject to a rate equal to the relevant 
intrastate originating access charges 
specified by this subpart. Effective 
July 1, 2014, originating Access Recip-
rocal Compensation subject to this sub-
part exchanged between a local ex-
change carrier and another tele-
communications carrier in Time Divi-
sion Multiplexing (TDM) format that 
originates and/or terminates in IP for-
mat shall be subject to a rate equal to 
the relevant interstate originating ac-
cess charges specified by this subpart. 

(3) Telecommunications traffic origi-
nates and/or terminates in IP format if 
it originates from and/or terminates to 
an end-user customer of a service that 
requires Internet protocol-compatible 
customer premises equipment. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of the Commission’s rules, a local 
exchange carrier shall be entitled to 
assess and collect the full Access Re-
ciprocal Compensation charges pre-
scribed by this subpart that are set 
forth in a local exchange carrier’s 
interstate or intrastate tariff for the 
access services defined in § 51.903 re-
gardless of whether the local exchange 
carrier itself delivers such traffic to 
the called party’s premises or delivers 
the call to the called party’s premises 
via contractual or other arrangements 
with an affiliated or unaffiliated pro-
vider of interconnected VoIP service, 
as defined in 47 U.S.C. 153(25), or a non- 
interconnected VoIP service, as defined 
in 47 U.S.C. 153(36), that does not itself 
seek to collect Access Reciprocal Com-
pensation charges prescribed by this 
subpart for that traffic. This rule does 
not permit a local exchange carrier to 
charge for functions not performed by 
the local exchange carrier itself or the 
affiliated or unaffiliated provider of 
interconnected VoIP service or non- 
interconnected VoIP service. For pur-
poses of this provision, functions pro-
vided by a LEC as part of transmitting 
telecommunications between des-
ignated points using, in whole or in 
part, technology other than TDM 
transmission in a manner that is com-
parable to a service offered by a local 
exchange carrier constitutes the func-
tional equivalent of the incumbent 
local exchange carrier access service. 

[76 FR 73856, Nov. 29, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 31536, May 29, 2012] 

(a) Access Reciprocal Compensation 
subject to this subpart exchanged be-
tween a local exchange carrier and an-
other telecommunications carrier in 
Time Division Multiplexing (TDM) for-
mat that originates and/or terminates 
in IP format shall be subject to a rate 
equal to the relevant interstate access 
charges specified by this subpart. Tele-
communications traffic originates and/ 
or terminates in IP format if it origi-
nates from and/or terminates to an 
end-user customer of a service that re-
quires Internet protocol-compatible 
customer premises equipment. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of the Commission’s rules, a local 
exchange carrier shall be entitled to 
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