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General Services Administration 514.270–2 

514.202 General rules for solicitation 
of bids. 

514.202–4 Bid samples. 

(a) Requirements for samples in invita-
tions for bids. (1) When bid samples are 
required, the contracting officer shall 
require bidders to submit samples pro-
duced by the manufacturer whose prod-
ucts will be supplied under the con-
tract. 

(2) The FAR limits use of bid samples 
to cases where the contracting officer 
cannot describe some characteristics of 
a product adequately in the specifica-
tion or purchase description. This usu-
ally applies to subjective characteris-
tics. The contracting officer may de-
termine that there is a need to exam-
ine objective characteristics of bid 
samples to determine the responsive-
ness of a bid. The contracting officer 
should base the determination on past 
experience or other valid consider-
ations. In the solicitation, separately 
list ‘‘Subjective Characteristics’’ and 
‘‘Objective Characteristics’’. 

(3) A provision appears at 552.214–72, 
Bid Sample Requirements. This provi-
sion may be modified to fit the cir-
cumstances of a procurement. 

(b) Handling bid samples. (1) Samples 
from accepted bids must be retained for 
the period of contract performance. If 
there are no outstanding claims re-
garding the contract, the contracting 
officer may authorize disposal of the 
samples at the end of the contract 
term following the bidder’s instruc-
tions. 

(2) If the contracting officer antici-
pates a claim regarding the contract, 
the contracting officer shall require 
that the bid samples be retained until 
the claim is resolved. 

(3) The contracting officer shall re-
quire that samples from unsuccessful 
bids be retained until award. After 
award, these samples may be disposed 
of following the bidder’s instructions. 

[74 FR 47739, Sept. 17, 2009] 

514.202–5 Descriptive literature. 

Requirements for Invitations for bids. 
When using brand name or equal pur-
chase descriptions, the provision at 

FAR 52.211–6 satisfies the requirement 
for descriptive literature. 

[74 FR 47739, Sept. 17, 2009] 

514.203–1 Transmittal to prospective 
bidders. 

Prospective bidders, as used in FAR 
14.203–1, include both the following: 

(a) The incumbent contractor, except 
when its written response to the notice 
of contract action under FAR subpart 
5.2 states a negative interest. 

(b) Bidders that responded to recent 
solicitations for the same or similar 
items. 

514.270 Aggregate awards. 

514.270–1 Definition. 
Aggregate award means an arrange-

ment whereby two or more separately- 
priced line items are combined for 
award to that bidder whose bid will re-
sult in the lowest overall cost to the 
Government for the line items as a 
group. The individual price for each 
item does not have to be the lowest bid 
received. (See also the definition of a 
‘‘line item’’ in FAR 3.302.) 

514.270–2 Guidelines for use. 
(a) GSA usually solicits prices and 

reserves the right to make award for 
individual line items. In some cases it 
serves GSA’s best interest to combine 
two or more line items for an aggre-
gate award. Such cases include when: 

(1) Users desire uniformity of design, 
style, and finish (e.g., suites of house-
hold furniture). 

(2) The articles will be assembled and 
used as a unit, and different manufac-
turers’ components may not be inter-
changeable. 

(3) Users have high demand for cer-
tain articles, but demand for related 
articles is insufficient to attract com-
petitive bids (e.g., various sized of 
socket wrenches). Awarding the low-de-
mand articles in conjunction with the 
high-demand articles may encourage 
competition. 

(4) Awarding the low-demand articles 
in conjunction with the high-demand 
articles may encourage competition. 

(5) One location (delivery point) has a 
large requirement, and another loca-
tion has a requirement too small to in-
dividually attract competitive bids. 
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