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(2) Clothing.

(3) Casket. (The casket, at a min-
imum, must be constructed from thick,
strong particle board and must be of
sufficient strength to support the
weight of an adult human body. Card-
board or press paper or similar mate-
rials are not acceptable.)

(4) The securing of all necessary per-
mits.

(5) Ensuring that a United States flag
(provided the funeral director in ac-
cordance with M-1, Part I, paragraph
14.40) accompanies the casket to the
place of burial.

(c) An additional allowance for trans-
portation of the body to the place of
burial is provided in 38 U.S.C. 2308. This
allowance will cover the transportation
cost of shipment of the body by com-
mon carrier or by hearse from the VA
facility to the funeral home and to the
place of burial, any charges for an out-
side shipping box, and the charges for
securing all necessary permits for re-
moval or shipment of the body. These
costs are not chargeable against the
$300 allowance.

(d) In accordance with M-1, Part I,
paragraph 14.37, the contracting officer
will designate the Chief, MAS, or the
person designated by the facility direc-
tor to perform these functions, to be
responsible for the medical inspection
of the mortuary services performed and
inspection of the merchandise fur-
nished. This designee will also be re-
sponsible for certifying receipt on the
receiving report.

(e) The HCA will assist the Chief,
MAS, or the person designated by the
facility director to perform these func-
tions, in developing the local proce-
dures specified in M-1, Part I, para-
graph 14.37c. (38 U.S.C. 2302, 2303, and
2308)

837.7004 Administrative necessity.

(a) VA may make arrangements and
assume expenses for local burial under
separate contractual agreement when:

(1) A person dies under VA care who
is not legally entitled to such care at
VA’s expense;

(2) No relatives or friends claim the
remains; and

(3) The municipal, county, or State
officials refuse to provide for final dis-
position.
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(b) When the contracting officer can-
not obtain a full and complete funeral
and burial service as prescribed in
837.7003 within the statutory allowance,
before taking any further action, the
contracting officer will secure from the
facility or VISN director, as appro-
priate, a written determination that
VA must accomplish the disposition of
the remains as an administrative ne-
cessity. The facility director will also
authorize in writing the expenditure of
such additional funds as may be nec-
essary for this purpose.

(c) The contracting officer will make
the facility director’s determination
and authorization a part of the con-
tract file. (38 U.S.C. 2302)

837.7005 Unclaimed remains—all other
cases.

Requests for information on the dis-
position of the unclaimed remains of a
veteran whose death occurs while not
under the direct care or treatment of
VA will be referred to the Veterans
Services Officer for processing in ac-
cordance with M27-1, Part II.

PART 839—ACQUISITION OF IN-
FORMATION TECHNOLOGY [RE-
SERVED]

PART 841—ACQUISITION OF UTILITY
SERVICES

Subpart 841.1—General

Sec.
841.100 Scope of part.
841.103 Statutory and delegated authority.

Subpart 841.2—Acquiring Utility Services

841.201 Policy.

AUTHORITY: 40 U.S.C. 121(c) and (d); and 48
CFR 1.301-1.304.

SOURCE: 73 FR 2717, Jan. 15, 2008, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart 841.1—General

841.100 Scope of part.

This part prescribes procedures for
obtaining delegations of authority to
award contracts for utility connection
charges and provides guidance on re-
view requirements for such proposed
contracts.
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