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Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration, DOT § 190.206 

owner of those facilities and, where ap-
propriate, the National Transportation 
Safety Board for performing the test-
ing. 

(e) If a representative of the DOT in-
vestigates an incident involving a pipe-
line facility, OPS may request that the 
operator make available to the rep-
resentative all records and information 
that pertain to the incident in any 
way, including integrity management 
plans and test results, and that the op-
erator afford all reasonable assistance 
in the investigation. 

(f) When the information obtained 
from an inspection or from other ap-
propriate sources indicates that fur-
ther OPS action is warranted, the OPS 
may issue a warning letter under 
§ 190.205 or initiate one or more of the 
enforcement proceedings prescribed in 
§§ 190.207 through 190.235. 

[45 FR 20413, Mar. 27, 1980, as amended by 

Amdt. 190–3, 56 FR 31090, July 9, 1991; Amdt. 

190–6, 61 FR 18513, Apr. 26, 1996; Amdt. 190–7, 

61 FR 27792, June 3, 1996; Amdt. 190–7, 63 FR 

7722, Feb. 17, 1998; 70 FR 11137, Mar. 8, 2005] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 58909, 

Sept. 25, 2013, § 190.203 was amended by revis-

ing paragraphs (b)(6), (c), (e), and (f), effec-

tive Oct. 25, 2013. For the convenience of the 

user, the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 190.203 Inspections and investigations. 

* * * * * 

(b) * * * 
(6) Whenever deemed appropriate by the 

Associate Administrator. 
(c) If the Associate Administrator or Re-

gional Director believes that further infor-

mation is needed to determine appropriate 

action, the Associate Administrator or Re-

gional Director may notify the pipeline oper-

ator in writing that the operator is required 

to provide specific information within 30 

days from the time the notification is re-

ceived by the operator, unless otherwise 

specified in the notification. The notifica-

tion must provide a reasonable description of 

the specific information required. An oper-

ator may request an extension of time to re-

spond by providing a written justification as 

to why such an extension is necessary and 

proposing an alternative submission date. A 

request for an extension may ask for the 

deadline to be stayed while the extension is 

considered. General statements of hardship 

are not acceptable bases for requesting an 

extension. 

* * * * * 

(e) If a representative of the U.S. Depart-

ment of Transportation inspects or inves-

tigates an accident or incident involving a 

pipeline facility, the operator must make 

available to the representative all records 

and information that pertain to the event in 

any way, including integrity management 

plans and test results. The operator must 

provide all reasonable assistance in the in-

vestigation. Any person who obstructs an in-

spection or investigation by taking actions 

that were known or reasonably should have 

been known to prevent, hinder, or impede an 

investigation without good cause will be sub-

ject to administrative civil penalties under 

this subpart. 
(f) When OPS determines that the informa-

tion obtained from an inspection or from 

other appropriate sources warrants further 

action, OPS may initiate one or more of the 

enforcement proceedings prescribed in this 

subpart. 

§ 190.205 Warning letters. 
Upon determining that a probable 

violation of 49 U.S.C. 60101 et seq. or 
any regulation or order issued there-

under has occurred, the Associate Ad-

ministrator, OPS, may issue a Warning 

Letter notifying the owner or operator 

of the probable violation and advising 

the owner or operator to correct it or 

be subject to enforcement action under 

§§ 190.207 through 190.235. 

[Amdt. 190–6, 61 FR 38403, July 24, 1996] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 58909, 

Sept. 25, 2013, § 190.205 was revised, effective 

Oct. 25, 2013. For the convenience of the user, 

the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 190.205 Warnings. 
Upon determining that a probable viola-

tion of 49 U.S.C. 60101 et seq., 33 U.S.C. 1321(j), 

or any regulation or order issued thereunder 

has occurred, the Associate Administrator or 

a Regional Director may issue a written 

warning notifying the operator of the prob-

able violation and advising the operator to 

correct it or be subject to potential enforce-

ment action in the future. The operator may 

submit a response to a warning, but is not 

required to. An adjudication under this sub-

part to determine whether a violation oc-

curred is not conducted for warnings. 

§ 190.206 Amendment of plans or pro-
cedures. 

(a) A Regional Director begins a pro-

ceeding to determine whether an opera-

tor’s plans or procedures required 

under parts 192, 193, 195, and 199 of this 

subchapter are inadequate to assure 

safe operation of a pipeline facility by 
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