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persons performing subsequent inspec-
tions on the same locomotive. 

[77 FR 21343, Apr. 9, 2012, as amended at 77 
FR 75056, Dec. 19, 2012] 

Subpart B—Inspections and Tests 
§ 229.21 Daily inspection. 

(a) Except for MU locomotives, each 
locomotive in use shall be inspected at 
least once during each calendar day. A 
written report of the inspection shall 
be made. This report shall contain the 
name of the carrier; the initials and 
number of the locomotive; the place, 
date and time of the inspection; a de-
scription of the non-complying condi-
tions disclosed by the inspection; and 
the signature of the employee making 
the inspection. Except as provided in 
§§ 229.9, 229.137, and 229.139, any condi-
tions that constitute non-compliance 
with any requirement of this part shall 
be repaired before the locomotive is 
used. Except with respect to conditions 
that do not comply with § 229.137 or 
§ 229.139, a notation shall be made on 
the report indicating the nature of the 
repairs that have been made. Repairs 
made for conditions that do not comply 
with § 229.137 or § 229.139 may be noted 
on the report, or in electronic form. 
The person making the repairs shall 
sign the report. The report shall be 
filed and retained for at least 92 days in 
the office of the carrier at the terminal 
at which the locomotive is cared for. A 
record shall be maintained on each lo-
comotive showing the place, date and 
time of the previous inspection. 

(b) Each MU locomotive in use shall 
be inspected at least once during each 
calendar day and a written report of 
the inspection shall be made. This re-
port may be part of a single master re-
port covering an entire group of MU’s. 
If any non-complying conditions are 
found, a separate, individual report 
shall be made containing the name of 
the carrier; the initials and number of 
the locomotive; the place, date, and 
time of the inspection; the non-com-
plying conditions found; and the signa-
ture of the inspector. Except as pro-
vided in §§ 229.9, 229.137, and 229.139, any 
conditions that constitute non-compli-
ance with any requirement of this part 
shall be repaired before the locomotive 
is used. Except with respect to condi-

tions that do not comply with § 229.137 
or § 229.139, a notation shall be made on 
the report indicating the nature of the 
repairs that have been made. Repairs 
made for conditions that do not comply 
with § 229.137 or § 229.139 may be noted 
on the report, or in electronic form. A 
notation shall be made on the report 
indicating the nature of the repairs 
that have been made. The person mak-
ing the repairs shall sign the report. 
The report shall be filed in the office of 
the carrier at the place where the in-
spection is made or at one central loca-
tion and retained for at least 92 days. 

(c) Each carrier shall designate quali-
fied persons to make the inspections 
required by this section. 

[45 FR 21109, Mar. 31, 1980, as amended at 50 
FR 6953, Feb. 19, 1985; 67 FR 16050, Apr. 4, 
2002] 

§ 229.23 Periodic inspection: general. 

(a) Each locomotive shall be in-
spected at each periodic inspection to 
determine whether it complies with 
this part. Except as provided in § 229.9, 
all non-complying conditions shall be 
repaired before the locomotive is used. 
Except as provided in § 229.33 and para-
graph (b) of this section, the interval 
between any two periodic inspections 
may not exceed 92 days. Periodic in-
spections shall only be made where 
adequate facilities are available. At 
each periodic inspection, a locomotive 
shall be positioned so that a person 
may safely inspect the entire under-
neath portion of the locomotive. 

(b) For each locomotive equipped 
with advanced microprocessor-based 
on-board electronic condition moni-
toring controls: 

(1) The interval between periodic in-
spections shall not exceed 184 days; and 

(2) At least once each 33 days, the 
daily inspection required by § 229.21, 
shall be performed by a qualified me-
chanical inspector as defined by § 229.5. 
A record of the inspection that con-
tains the name of the person per-
forming the inspection and the date 
that it was performed shall be main-
tained in the locomotive cab until the 
next periodic inspection is performed. 

(c) Each new locomotive shall receive 
an initial periodic inspection before it 
is used. 
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(d) At the initial periodic inspection, 
the date and place of the last tests per-
formed that are the equivalent of the 
tests required by §§ 229.27, 229.29, and 
229.31 shall be entered on Form FRA F 
6180–49A. These dates shall determine 
when the tests first become due under 
§§ 229.27, 229.29, and 229.31. Out of use 
credit may be carried over from Form 
FRA F 6180–49 and entered on Form 
FRA F 6180–49A. 

(e) Each periodic inspection shall be 
recorded on Form FRA F 6180–49A. The 
form shall be signed by the person con-
ducting the inspection and certified by 
that person’s supervisor that the work 
was done. The form shall be displayed 
under a transparent cover in a con-
spicuous place in the cab of each loco-
motive. A railroad maintaining and 
transferring records as provided for in 
§ 229.20 shall print the name of the per-
son who performed the inspections, re-
pairs, or certified work on the Form 
FRA F 6180–49A that is displayed in the 
cab of each locomotive. 

(f) At the first periodic inspection in 
each calendar year, the carrier shall re-
move from each locomotive Form FRA 
F 6180–49A covering the previous cal-
endar year. If a locomotive does not re-
ceive its first periodic inspection in a 
calendar year before April 2, or July 3 
if it’s a locomotive equipped with ad-
vanced microprocessor-based on-board 
electronic condition monitoring con-
trols, because it is out of use, the form 
shall be promptly replaced. The Form 
FRA F 6180–49A covering the preceding 
year for each locomotive, in or out of 
use, shall be signed by the railroad offi-
cial responsible for the locomotive and 
filed as required in § 229.23(f). The date 
and place of the last periodic inspec-
tion and the date and place of the last 
tests performed under §§ 229.27, 229.29, 
and 229.31 shall be transferred to the 
replacement Form FRA F 6180–49A. 

(g) The railroad mechanical officer 
who is in charge of a locomotive shall 
maintain in his office a secondary 
record of the information reported on 
Form FRA F 6180–49A. The secondary 
record shall be retained until Form 
FRA F 6180–49A has been removed from 
the locomotive and filed in the railroad 
office of the mechanical officer in 
charge of the locomotive. If the Form 
FRA F 6180–49A removed from the loco-

motive is not clearly legible, the sec-
ondary record shall be retained until 
the Form FRA F 6180–49A for the suc-
ceeding year is filed. The Form F 6180– 
49A removed from a locomotive shall 
be retained until the Form FRA F 6180– 
49A for the succeeding year is filed. 

(h) The railroad shall maintain, and 
provide employees performing inspec-
tions under this section with, a list of 
the defects and repairs made on each 
locomotive since the date that the last 
inspection required by this section was 
performed; 

(i) The railroad shall provide employ-
ees performing inspections under this 
section with a document containing all 
tests conducted since the last periodic 
inspection, and procedures needed to 
perform the inspection. 

[77 FR 21344, Apr. 9, 2012, as amended at 77 
FR 75056, Dec. 19, 2012] 

§ 229.25 Tests: Every periodic inspec-
tion. 

Each periodic inspection shall in-
clude the following: 

(a) All mechanical gauges used by the 
engineer to aid in the control or brak-
ing of the train or locomotive, except 
load meters used in conjunction with 
an auxiliary brake system, shall be 
tested by comparison with a dead- 
weight tester or a test gauge designed 
for this purpose. 

(b) All electrical devices and visible 
insulation shall be inspected. 

(c) All cable connections between lo-
comotives and jumpers that are de-
signed to carry 600 volts or more shall 
be thoroughly cleaned, inspected, and 
tested for continuity. 

(d) Event recorder. A microprocessor- 
based self-monitoring event recorder, if 
installed, is exempt from periodic in-
spection under paragraphs (d)(1) 
through (5) of this section and shall be 
inspected annually as required by 
§ 229.27(c). Other types of event record-
ers, if installed, shall be inspected, 
maintained, and tested in accordance 
with instructions of the manufacturer, 
supplier, or owner thereof and in ac-
cordance with the following criteria: 

(1) A written or electronic copy of 
the instructions in use shall be kept at 
the point where the work is performed 
and a hard-copy version, written in the 
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