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track section of the route, the locking 
affecting that section is released. 

§ 236.768 Locking, time. 
A method of locking, either mechan-

ical or electrical, which, after a signal 
has been caused to display an aspect to 
proceed, prevents, until after the expi-
ration of a predetermined time interval 
after such signal has been caused to 
display its most restrictive aspect, the 
operation of any interlocked or elec-
trically locked switch, movable-point 
frog, or derail in the route governed by 
that signal, and which prevents an as-
pect to proceed from being displayed 
for any conflicting route. 

§ 236.769 Locking, traffic. 
Electric locking which prevents the 

manipulation of levers or other devices 
for changing the direction of traffic on 
a section of track while that section is 
occupied or while a signal displays an 
aspect for a movement to proceed into 
that section. 

§ 236.770 Locomotive. 
A self-propelled unit of equipment 

which can be used in train service. 

§ 236.771 Machine, control. 
An assemblage of manually operated 

devices for controlling the functions of 
a traffic control system; it may include 
a track diagram with indication lights. 

§ 236.772 Machine, interlocking. 
An assemblage of manually operated 

levers or other devices for the control 
of signals, switches or other units. 

CROSS REFERENCE: Magnet, track, see 
§ 236.744. 

§ 236.773 Movements, conflicting. 
Movements over conflicting routes. 

§ 236.774 Movement, facing. 
The movement of a train over the 

points of a switch which face in a direc-
tion opposite to that in which the train 
is moving. 

§ 236.775 Movement, switch-and-lock. 
A device, the complete operation of 

which performs the three functions of 
unlocking, operating and locking a 
switch, movable-point frog or derail. 

§ 236.776 Movement, trailing. 

The movement of a train over the 
points of a switch which face in the di-
rection in which the train is moving. 

§ 236.777 Operator, control. 

An employee assigned to operate the 
control machine of a traffic control 
system. 

§ 236.778 Piece, driving. 

A crank secured to a locking shaft by 
means of which horizontal movement 
is imparted to a longitudinal locking 
bar. 

§ 236.779 Plate, top. 

A metal plate secured to a locking 
bracket to prevent the cross locking 
from being forced out of the bracket. 

§ 236.780 Plunger, facing point lock. 

That part of a facing point lock 
which secures the lock rod to the 
plunger stand when the switch is 
locked. 

§ 236.781 [Reserved] 

§ 236.782 Point, controlled. 

A location where signals and/or other 
functions of a traffic control system 
are controlled from the control ma-
chine. 

§ 236.783 Point, stop-indication. 

As applied to an automatic train stop 
or train control system without the 
use of roadway signals, a point where a 
signal displaying an aspect requiring a 
stop would be located. 

§ 236.784 Position, deenergized. 

The position assumed by the moving 
member of an electromagnetic device 
when the device is deprived of its oper-
ating current. 

§ 236.785 Position, false restrictive. 

A position of a semaphore arm that 
is more restrictive than it should be. 

§ 236.786 Principle, closed circuit. 

The principle of circuit design where 
a normally energized electric circuit 
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which, on being interrupted or deener-
gized, will cause the controlled func-
tion to assume its most restrictive con-
dition. 

§ 236.787 Protection, cross. 

An arrangement to prevent the im-
proper operation of a signal, switch, 
movable-point frog, or derail as the re-
sult of a cross in electrical circuits. 

CROSS REFERENCE: Ramp, see § 236.744. 

§ 236.787a Railroad. 

Railroad means any form of non- 
highway ground transportation that 
runs on rails or electromagnetic guide-
ways and any entity providing such 
transportation, including— 

(a) Commuter or other short-haul 
railroad passenger service in a metro-
politan or suburban area and com-
muter railroad service that was oper-
ated by the Consolidated Rail Corpora-
tion on January 1, 1979; and 

(b) High speed ground transportation 
systems that connect metropolitan 
areas, without regard to whether those 
systems use new technologies not asso-
ciated with traditional railroads; but 
does not include rapid transit oper-
ations in an urban area that are not 
connected to the general railroad sys-
tem of transportation. 

[70 FR 11095, Mar. 7, 2005] 

§ 236.788 Receiver. 

A device on a locomotive, so placed 
that it is in position to be influenced 
inductively or actuated by an auto-
matic train stop, train control or cab 
signal roadway element. 

§ 236.789 Relay, timing. 

A relay which will not close its front 
contacts or open its back contacts, or 
both, until the expiration of a definite 
time intervals after the relay has been 
energized. 

§ 236.790 Release, time. 

A device used to prevent the oper-
ation of an operative unit until after 
the expiration of a predetermined time 
interval after the device has been actu-
ated. 

§ 236.791 Release, value. 

The electrical value at which the 
movable member of an electromagnetic 
device will move to its deenergized por-
tion. 

§ 236.792 Reservoir, equalizing. 

An air reservoir connected with and 
adding volume to the top portion of the 
equalizing piston chamber of the auto-
matic brake valve, to provide uniform 
service reductions in brake pipe pres-
sure regardless of the length of the 
train. 

CROSS REFERENCE: Rocker, see § 236.755. 

§ 236.793 Rod, lock. 

A rod, attached to the front rod or 
lug of a switch, movable-point frog or 
derail, through which a locking plung-
er may extend when the switch points 
or derail are in the normal or reverse 
position. 

§ 236.794 Rod, up-and-down. 

A rod used for connecting the sema-
phore arm to the operating mechanism 
of a signal. 

§ 236.795 Route. 

The course or way which is, or is to 
be, traveled. 

§ 236.796 Routes, conflicting. 

Two or more routes, opposing, con-
verging or intersecting, over which 
movements cannot be made simulta-
neously without possibility of colli-
sion. 

§ 236.797 Route, interlocked. 

A route within interlocking limits. 

§ 236.798 Section, dead. 

A section of track, either within a 
track circuit or between two track cir-
cuits, the rails of which are not part of 
a track circuit. 

§ 236.799 Section, fouling. 

The section of track between the 
switch points and the clearance point 
in a turnout. 
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