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for inspection of individual bridges or 
classes and types of bridges. 

(b) The bridge inspection procedures 
shall be as specified by a railroad 
bridge engineer who is designated as 
responsible for the conduct and review 
of the inspections. The inspection pro-
cedures shall incorporate the methods, 
means of access, and level of detail to 
be recorded for the various components 
of that bridge or class of bridges. 

(c) The bridge inspection procedures 
shall ensure that the level of detail and 
the inspection procedures are appro-
priate to: the configuration of the 
bridge; conditions found during pre-
vious inspections; the nature of the 
railroad traffic moved over the bridge 
(including equipment weights, train 
frequency and length, levels of pas-
senger and hazardous materials traf-
fic); and vulnerability of the bridge to 
damage. 

(d) The bridge inspection procedures 
shall be designed to detect, report and 
protect deterioration and deficiencies 
before they present a hazard to safe 
train operation. 

§ 237.105 Special inspections. 
(a) Each bridge management program 

shall prescribe a procedure for protec-
tion of train operations and for inspec-
tion of any bridge that might have 
been damaged by a natural or acci-
dental event, including but not limited 
to a flood, fire, earthquake, derailment 
or vehicular or vessel impact. 

(b) Each bridge management program 
shall provide for the detection of scour 
or deterioration of bridge components 
that are submerged, or that are subject 
to water flow. 

§ 237.107 Conduct of bridge inspec-
tions. 

Bridge inspections shall be conducted 
under the direct supervision of a des-
ignated railroad bridge inspector, who 
shall be responsible for the accuracy of 
the results and the conformity of the 
inspection to the bridge management 
program. 

§ 237.109 Bridge inspection records. 
(a) Each track owner to which this 

part applies shall keep a record of each 
inspection required to be performed on 
those bridges under this part. 

(b) Each record of an inspection 
under the bridge management program 
prescribed in this part shall be pre-
pared from notes taken on the day(s) 
the inspection is made, supplemented 
with sketches and photographs as need-
ed. Such record will be dated with the 
date(s) the physical inspection takes 
place and the date the record is cre-
ated, and it will be signed or otherwise 
certified by the person making the in-
spection. 

(c) Each bridge management program 
shall specify that every bridge inspec-
tion report shall include, as a min-
imum, the following information: 

(1) A precise identification of the 
bridge inspected; 

(2) The date on which the physical in-
spection was completed; 

(3) The identification and written or 
electronic signature of the inspector; 

(4) The type of inspection performed, 
in conformance with the definitions of 
inspection types in the bridge manage-
ment program; 

(5) An indication on the report as to 
whether any item noted thereon re-
quires expedited or critical review by a 
railroad bridge engineer, and any re-
strictions placed at the time of the in-
spection; 

(6) The condition of components in-
spected, which may be in a condition 
reporting format prescribed in the 
bridge management program, together 
with any narrative descriptions nec-
essary for the correct interpretation of 
the report; and 

(7) When an inspection does not en-
compass the entire bridge, the portions 
of the bridge which were inspected 
shall be identified in the report. 

(d) An initial report of each bridge 
inspection shall be placed in the loca-
tion designated in the bridge manage-
ment program within 30 calendar days 
of the completion of the inspection un-
less the complete inspection report is 
filed first. The initial report shall in-
clude the information required by para-
graphs (c)(1) through (c)(5) of this sec-
tion. 

(e) A complete report of each bridge 
inspection, including as a minimum 
the information required in paragraphs 
(c)(1) through (c)(6) of this section, 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 11:13 Jan 23, 2014 Jkt 229221 PO 00000 Frm 00854 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\49\229221.XXX ofr150 PsN: PC150



845 

Federal Railroad Administration, DOT § 237.153 

shall be placed in the location des-
ignated in the bridge management pro-
gram within 120 calendar days of the 
completion of the inspection. 

(f) Each bridge inspection program 
shall specify the retention period and 
location for bridge inspection records. 
The retention period shall be no less 
than two years following the comple-
tion of the inspection. Records of un-
derwater inspections shall be retained 
until the completion and review of the 
next underwater inspection of the 
bridge. 

(g) If a bridge inspector, supervisor, 
or engineer discovers a deficient condi-
tion on a bridge that affects the imme-
diate safety of train operations, that 
person shall report the condition as 
promptly as possible to the person who 
controls the operation of trains on the 
bridge in order to protect the safety of 
train operations. 

§ 237.111 Review of bridge inspection 
reports. 

Bridge inspection reports shall be re-
viewed by railroad bridge supervisors 
and railroad bridge engineers to: 

(a) Determine whether inspections 
have been performed in accordance 
with the prescribed schedule and speci-
fied procedures; 

(b) Evaluate whether any items on 
the report represent a present or poten-
tial hazard to safety; 

(c) Prescribe any modifications to 
the inspection procedures or frequency 
for that particular bridge; 

(d) Schedule any repairs or modifica-
tions to the bridge required to main-
tain its structural integrity; and 

(e) Determine the need for further 
higher-level review. 

Subpart F—Repair and 
Modification of Bridges 

§ 237.131 Design. 
Each repair or modification which 

materially modifies the capacity of a 
bridge or the stresses in any primary 
load-carrying component of a bridge 
shall be designed by a railroad bridge 
engineer. The design shall specify the 
manner in which railroad traffic or 
other live loads may be permitted on 
the bridge while it is being modified or 
repaired. Designs and procedures for re-

pair or modification of bridges of a 
common configuration, such as timber 
trestles, or instructions for in-kind re-
placement of bridge components, may 
be issued as a common standard. Where 
the common standard addresses proce-
dures and methods that could materi-
ally modify the capacity of a bridge or 
the stresses in any primary load-car-
rying component of a bridge, the stand-
ard shall be designed and issued by a 
qualified railroad bridge engineer. 

§ 237.133 Supervision of repairs and 
modifications. 

Each repair or modification pursuant 
to this part shall be performed under 
the immediate supervision of a railroad 
bridge supervisor as defined in § 237.55 
of this part who is designated and au-
thorized by the track owner to super-
vise the particular work to be per-
formed. The railroad bridge supervisor 
shall ensure that railroad traffic or 
other live loads permitted on the 
bridge under repair or modification are 
in conformity with the specifications 
in the design. 

Subpart G—Documentation, 
Records, and Audits of Bridge 
Management Programs 

§ 237.151 Audits; general. 

Each program adopted to comply 
with this part shall include provisions 
for auditing the effectiveness of the 
several provisions of that program, in-
cluding the validity of bridge inspec-
tion reports and bridge inventory data, 
and the correct application of move-
ment restrictions to railroad equip-
ment of exceptional weight or configu-
ration. 

§ 237.153 Audits of inspections. 

(a) Each bridge management program 
shall incorporate provisions for an in-
ternal audit to determine whether the 
inspection provisions of the program 
are being followed, and whether the 
program itself is effectively providing 
for the continued safety of the subject 
bridges. 

(b) The inspection audit shall include 
an evaluation of a representative sam-
pling of bridge inspection reports at 
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