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conflict with that crewmember’s other 
safety sensitive duties, who meets the 
territorial qualification requirements 
for main track physical characteris-
tics. 

(d) If a conductor lacks territorial 
qualification on other than main track 
physical characteristics required by 
paragraph (a) of this section, where 
practicable, he or she shall be assisted 
by a person who is a certified con-
ductor and meets the territorial quali-
fication requirements for other than 
main track physical characteristics. 
Where not practicable, the conductor 
shall be provided an appropriate up-to- 
date job aid. 

(e) An assistant is not required if the 
movement is on a section of main 
track with an average grade of less 
than 1% over 3 continuous miles, and 

(1) The maximum distance the loco-
motive or train will be operated does 
not exceed one mile; or 

(2) The maximum authorized speed 
for any operation on the track does not 
exceed 20 miles per hour; or 

(3) Operations are conducted under 
operating rules that require every loco-
motive and train to proceed at a speed 
that permits stopping within one half 
the range of vision of the locomotive 
engineer. 

[76 FR 69841, Nov. 9, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 6491, Feb. 8, 2012] 

Subpart E—Denial and Revocation 
of Certification 

§ 242.401 Denial of certification. 
(a) A railroad shall notify a can-

didate for certification or recertifi-
cation of information known to the 
railroad that forms the basis for deny-
ing the person certification and provide 
the person a reasonable opportunity to 
explain or rebut that adverse informa-
tion in writing prior to denying certifi-
cation. A railroad shall provide the 
conductor candidate with any written 
documents or records, including writ-
ten statements, related to failure to 
meet a requirement of this part which 
support its pending denial decision. 

(b) This section does not require fur-
ther opportunity to comment if the 
railroad’s denial is based solely on fac-
tors addressed by §§ 242.111, 242.115, or 

242.403 and the opportunity to com-
ment afforded by § 242.109 has been pro-
vided. 

(c) If a railroad denies a person cer-
tification or recertification, it shall 
notify the person of the adverse deci-
sion and explain, in writing, the basis 
for its denial decision. The basis for a 
railroad’s denial decision shall address 
any explanation or rebuttal informa-
tion that the conductor candidate may 
have provided in writing pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this section. The docu-
ment explaining the basis for the de-
nial shall be served on the person with-
in 10 days after the railroad’s decision 
and shall give the date of the decision. 

(d) A railroad shall not deny the per-
son’s certification for failing to comply 
with a railroad operating rule or prac-
tice which constitutes a violation 
under § 242.403(e)(1) through (11) of this 
part if sufficient evidence exists to es-
tablish that an intervening cause pre-
vented or materially impaired the con-
ductor’s ability to comply with that 
railroad operating rule or practice. 

§ 242.403 Criteria for revoking certifi-
cation. 

(a) Each railroad shall adopt and 
comply with a program which meets 
the requirements of this section. When 
any person including, but not limited 
to, each railroad, railroad officer, su-
pervisor, and employee violates any re-
quirement of a program which com-
plies with the requirements of this sec-
tion, that person shall be considered to 
have violated the requirements of this 
section. 

(b) It shall be unlawful to fail to com-
ply with any of the railroad rules and 
practices described in paragraph (e) of 
this section. 

(c)(1) A certified conductor who has 
demonstrated a failure to comply with 
railroad rules and practices described 
in paragraph (e) of this section shall 
have his or her certification revoked. 

(2) A certified conductor who is moni-
toring, piloting, or instructing a con-
ductor and fails to take appropriate ac-
tion to prevent a violation of para-
graph (e) of this section shall have his 
or her certification revoked. Appro-
priate action does not mean that a su-
pervisor, pilot, or instructor must pre-
vent a violation from occurring at all 
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